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Vaudeville May Stage That ‘Comeback’ 
Via the Shuberts’ Tab-Revue Plans 


,™ 


The Shuberts are reported plan-+ 


ning to “revive” vaudeville next | 3 ‘ 

eenat: Although very much hush- | Ohio Mayor Serious On 
hush, J. J. Shubert, who’ll head up | , yp 

the operation, is blueprinting a 15- | B way H wood Career 
to 25-week circuit of vauders at $2- : Columbus, O., June 17. 
$3 top to tee off in mid-September. | Mayor James A. Rhodes has filed 
When and if it materializes it would | three original plays and one scenario 
provide a lucrative outlet . for | for sale with Music Corp. of Amer- 
“names,” acts and line gals, as well ica. Rhodes was in New York last 
as consecutive playing time. No, week in connection with this city’s 
films. oa use of the song, “I Had a Grand 
Shubert, who recently made a lime in Columbus,” to help veter- 
survey of their theatre interests in , 7S housing, and turned the stories 
key cities, also sounded out such | °V®r to Earl Bailey, MCA v.p, a 
line producers as Merriel Abbott, | ‘ongtime friend. 

Kathryn Duffy, Dorothy Dorben, | Rhodes formerly was connected 
Paul, Sanders and others as to cost With show business in a small way 
of tines. He is also said to have had , While a student at Ohio State U. He 
off-record sessions with Harry How- | b0oked bands for local functions, in 
ard, Al Borde, Earl Carroll and | 9pposition to Bailey, who got his 
other legit musical producers, who | Start the same way. 


have occasionally taken a fling at 
4 e 
H wood Foreign 








urit production. 


Move is figured a protective meas- 
ure to keep Shubert theatres in 
N: Y. and other key cities. in opera- 
tion, since the incoming legit season 
may prove none too promising on 
quantity of new productions, now 
listed at 100. Possibility that less 
than half that number will survive 
tryout tours. 

Present plan is to spot straight 
vaude bills, package shows and units, 
with producers footing the bills and 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Hollywood’s “foreign policy” is 
labeled “stupid and farcical” by 
Henry Gris, head of United Press’ 
international service. Industry is 
Shuberts merely booking in houses | building up nothing but ill will 
on customary percentage basis. | abroad, Gris said, from the press 
They, too, may produce a few on | 4nd public alike in its mad rush to 

’ (Continued on page 50) ‘unload the huge backlog of pictures 
made during and just prior to the 





war. 
a . ’ Strongest opposition met is 
Life With Father Sets against the palming off as new the 


films that were made six and seven 
years ago to newspapers and maga- 


Record B’way Run In 
3,183d Performance 


When Howard Lindsay, as Clar- 
ence Day, donned his hat and walked 
offstage at the Bijou, N. Y., Saturday 


«Continued on page 55) 


Mgr. Talks to Himself, 
Colonna Talks to Horses, 
Both Talk Up the B.0. 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Bruce Gear, hoss fancier, was look- 
ing in the mirror talking to Bruce 
Gear, manager of Jerry Colonna. 
Equine 
about the way 





as Vinnie, on his arm, “Life With 
Father” engraved a new longrun 
record on Broadway. It was the 
3,183d performance of Lindsay’s and 
Russel Crouse’s epic comedy. The 
audience included theatrical well- 
knowns dnd backers of the play that 
(Continued on page 51) 


Exhib Advertises ‘Duel’ 
At 75c-$1.20 Is ‘Too High’ events that 


Hiked admission prices on “Duel | crazy. Manager Gear was interested 


in the Sun” have been roundly pin lining up dates for Colonna. 


rapped by the Ilex theatre of Quit- | 
man, Ga., in a paid ad in the town's | Same thought. 
Free Press. “We don’t blame you; Asa result, Colonna tees off a new 
if you stay 
which describes “Duel” as “one of City horse show. He goes in as em- 
the better pictures of the year and |cee with the specific assignment of 
the producers are demanding that keeping crowd interested between 
we charge 75c matinee and $1.20 | scheduled events. For that, he gets a 
it | guarantee against a percentage. Fig- 
"We have shown as good and bet- ured the show will draw upwards'of 
ter pictures for 30c. and do not be- | 100,000 
lieve this picture to be worth the | Both Gears are happy and both 
above scale. However, we have no are waiting for the booking with if- 
control over it. And we believe that | terest. If it clicks, Colonna will be 
if the national gross at this scale is | offered around the horse show cir- 





the nation’s horse 





rai large as it seems possible you will , cuit as a tiein with the vaude tour 
pay $1.20 to see all good pictures in he kicked off last week at the Hip- 
‘podrome, Baltimore, 


the future,” 





ENGLAND MAKING 
AIG-TOWN FILMS 


Guarantee of- $10,000,000 in U. S. 
theatre bookings, given by the five 
major circuits to J. Arthur Rank 
during the past fortnight, plus an- 
Other hoped-for $2,000,000 from the 








Policy Stupid 


zines run by newsmen, who know | 


lover Gear was disgusted 


drive the customers | 


Suddenly both were struck by the | 


home,” says the copy | type p.a. June 26 at the Salt Lake | 


tuate the wide gap that continues to 
yawn betwen the necessity for the 
American industry to up its returns 
to England and the continuing lack 
of public and exhibitor acceptance 
| of foreign films. Nationwide survey 
| by Varirry, in light of the Rank 
agreement; discloses that pix from 
|abroad, while having made tre- 
|mendous gains percentage-wise in 
| the U. S. since the end of the war, 
‘are still a very long way from 
| achieving parity of interest with the 
homegrown product. 

Indications from Variety corre- 
spondents’ reports are that the prog- 
ress made by the overseas pix has 
been notable but spotty. Most sec- 
tions of the country—in fact, vir- 
tually. every section except the 
metropolitan centers along both 





same time-old allergy to foreign 
(Continued on page 16) 


Show Biz Sets Fashion 
For Fashion Fair At 
New York Undressing 


By CECELIA AGER 








in the basement of New 
Madison Square Garden 
, (June 12-21), is show business. 

| The Fashion Fair is made up of 


running 
York’s 


waxworks of men, women and kid- 
dies wearing inner and outer gar- 
ments, and looking like 14th Street 
store-window displays except that 
‘these dummies are not behind glass; 
and minor space for five stage plat- 
forms, with seats in front of them, 
showing half-alive talent recruited 
from model agencies, smartly pep- 
pered with fully alive talent plucked 
| from vaude, legit and radio. As far 
as the audience is concerned, the 
| Show business section is the whole 
| show, 

The waxworks division can be 





| So, the 
| brighter department stores, in sea- 
| (Continued on page 49) 


too, the living models in 





Jolson Back at Warners? 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Al Jolson may return to the 
studio of his first talker triumph, 
the lot which cradled talking pic- 
tures with “The Jazz Singer,” mean- 
ing of course Warner Bros. 
the “Jolson Story” smash the star 
has been powwowing with Jack L. 
Warner, production head of WB. 

Jolson is supposed to do a fol- 
lowup picture for Columbia, which 
produced “The Jolson Story.” but 
the new WB powwows may take 
another tack in the comedian’s film 
| plans. 


. 
3 


Decry Whitewash of Hitler Faves 
In Allied ‘Re-nazification Trials 


|: 
+ Zurich, June 17. 


independents, serves only to accen- | 


coasts—are continuing to exhibit the | 








Sinatra’s Book to Pitch 


| For Juvenile Tolerance 
| Frank Sinatra, with the collabota- 
| tive assistance of radio scripter- 
' producer Carroll Carroll, will do a 


literati pitch for tolerance with a 
| book titled “Boys and Girls To- | 
| gether” which Simon & Schuster 


| will publish. As the title implies, 
ithe theme bears down on juvenile 
problems, interfaith and inter-racial. 
| Carroll is no novice at ghosting 

for top radio names. One of his 
| chores was the Bob Hope book, “I 


| Never Left Home.” 


NY. Preps For 
Jubilee Exp 


New York is readying another 
exhibition along World’s Fair lines 
to take place at the Grand Central 
Palace, for two months starting 
September, 1948. Event to be labeled 
the Golden Jubilee of the City of 





| 
| 


First‘Dr. 1.Q.,’ Who Gave Up 





New York, will mark the 50th anni | 


On the crest of a wave of rumors 
}and counter-rumors—that Nazis of 
Hitler’s Third Reich are finding a 
resurgence of power in Germany— 
lis the latest report on the de-nazifi- 
'cation trials. The recent byplay in 
the so-called “comedy of errors” is 
something Shakespeare _never 
dreamed of. 


| Political onlookers wary of Allied 

methods in their treatment of for- 
mer Nazis insist, :.any of them, that 
| they have become “re-nazification” 
trials. So many former high Nazis, 
|}notably in the various amusement 
fields, are lefi to resume their call- 
ing without reproach for what parti- 
sans call “heinous sins.” 

During the war, the American 
press heard constantly of well- 
knowns in international show busi- 
| ness who were, in one form or an- 
other, raising heil with the Nazis. 
| This went for such personalities as 
Furtwaengler, Flagstad, Gieseking; 

(Continued on page 52) 





| 





$50,000 Radio Job, Takes 


of the merging of the five boroughs | Up 246 Texes Pastorship 


of the city. 

. Grover Whalen, the city’s vet Chicago, June 17. 
greeter who major-domoed the Original “Dr. 1.Q.” of radio, James_ 
World’s Fair at Flushing Meadows | Wesley McLain, last week graduated 


in 1939-40, will again stage this huge | Seabury-Western Theological Semi- 





shows are run—with lapses between | seen along any Main street for free. | 


Since | 


|! show. He’s currently preparing a 


Whalen unveiled his plans Thurs- 
day (12) to the city’s department 
| heads. Plans are to make the project 
| self-liquidating, although it’s ex- 


two parts: major space allotted to | pected that the municipal treasury | 


will have to make an advance for 
preliminary studies. 
Current blueprints call for a two- 
(Continued on page 50) 


20th-Fox’s Roxy Nixes 
Lund’s Mention of M-G 
In ‘Mam’selle’ Tieup 


That the new M-G-M Record is 


open to more harassment fro natu- 
ral disk company rivals thar first 








| with the Metro film company, is 
evident in Art Lund’s current date 
at the Roxy theatre, N. Y. 

Lund is one of M-G-M’s foremost 
selling artists, due to his “Mam’selle” 
disking, and in working the Roxy 
he’s playing a house owned and op- 
erated by 20th-Fox. Lund, accord- 
| ingly, has been stopped from men- 
‘tioning the M-G-M disk title when 
he announces songs he will sing. 
/Instead of mentioning the label 
when speaking of songs he has re- 
corded, as virtually every artist is 
allowed to do in theatres, he is con- 
| fined to pointing out only that the 
song he is about to perform has been 
recorded. While M-G-M in Lund’s 
‘conversation means a disk company, 
as far as the Roxy and 20th-Fox is 
concerned it means a rival film pro- 
iducer. 





suspected, because of its connection | 


‘nary, Evanston, Ill. McLain left a 


The hero, the lifesaver, and the! report to Mayor William O’Dwyer | $50,000 a year job to become a 
Marines of the Fashion Fair now | which will be submitted by June 26. | preacher. In his new job he can get 


| $2,500 top per year. 

| McLain, his wife and three chil- 
dren, left to accept his new pastor- 
|ship in Eastland, Tex., last week. 


a) 


| More N. Y. Niteries Ogle * 
Own Disk Jock Pitch 


An increasing number of niteries 
are seeking to install disk jockeys 
as a means of attracting a celebrity- 
conscious clientele. Trend started 
by «Jack Eigen, broadcasting over 
WINS from the Capacabana, N. Y., 
has so far spread to the Riviera, Ft. 
Lee, N. J., which Friday (13) in- 
| stalled Bea Kalmus for a on2-hour 
nightly shot over WHN, N. Y. The 
Crest Room. N. Y., is also attermnting 
to set a disk jock to originate from 
| that spot, and others are ‘making 
overtures for radio stations to install 
| platter spinners. 

As evidenced at the Copacabana, 
business has increased considerably 
since Eigen started his 12:30 to 4 
a. m. stint from the Copacabana 
lounge, which is operated anart from 
the main room. Varied estimates on 
upped amount of trade run to 
$5,000 weekly. Part of the increase 
is attributed to the three television 
sets located in various parts of the 
lounge, but since late video sports 
shows are generally over shortly by 
1l p. m., the Kate bar business in- 





crease is generally credited to 
Eigen. 
Under current arrangement, 


Monte Proser, Copa boniface, is 
| charged with the approximate $1,000 
| weekly costs of the show. 
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Europeans See H'wood as Capitalistic 
Hence Puzzled by U.S. Commie Probe 





Charge by the House Un-Ameri-+ 
can Activities Committee of Com- 
munist propaganda in Hollywood 
films appears “completely ridic- 
lous” to observers on the Continent, 
according to Paul Graetz. Graetz 
returned to the U. S. recently after 
filming a picture in France for Uni- 
versal. 

“The average European is bewil- 
dered by much of what is going on 
in the United States,” Graetz de- 
clared, “but completely ridiculous 
to. him are the charges of Com- 
munism in American pictures, be- 
cause on every side he hears real 
dyed-in-the-wool European Com- 
munists telling him that the Ameri- 
can film industry is the tool of 
capitalism. All over Europe the 
Communists are crying that Holly- 
wood films are capitalistic propa- 
ganda carefully designed to stop the 
spread of Communism, 

“It obviously appears foolish to 
them when they read or hear about 
a Congressional committee claiming 
Hollywood is spreading Communism, 
when the Communists themselves 
are so vehement in their hatred and 
distrust of Hollywood pictures.” 

Some of the anti-U. S. feeling 
gaining ground abroad, and the Com- 
munist dislike of American pro- 
ducers, was reflected, Graetz indi- 
cated, in difficulties put in his way 
by French unions. Graetz pro- 
duced "Diable au Corps,” with 
financing by Universal. U will dis- 
tribute the picture worldwide, ex- 
cept perhaps in the U. S. Release 
here is now being determined. 

One of the major difficulties he 
got into, Graetz said, was a dispute 
with his director, Claude Autant 
Lara, who also co-authored the 
screen adaptation, over scenes 
which the latter insisted on insert- 
ing in the script and _ shooting, 
against the wishes of the producer. 
Graetz explained that the dispute 
Was purely an artistic one, the 
scenes having no political-or social 
significance. 

Lara took the fight to his union, 
which gave him full backing, and 
which was backed in turn by all the 
other unions. Next day Graetz re- 
ceived a threat that a strike would 
be called if the director didn’t have 
his way. Notification was signed by 
the Syndicate of Technicians, the 
Syndicate of Authors and the Asso- 
ciation of Screenwriters. 

Graetz went to the director of 
cinema for the undersecretary of 
state in charge of information. 
There was an arbitration, with 
virtually every point being decided 
in favor of the director—author. 
Latter, however;after the issue of 
his undisputed artistic right in de- 
termining the content of the film, re- 
moved most of the disputed scenes 
hirnself, Graetz said. 


There has been a battle in France 
for more than 20 years, Graetz ex- 
plained, over who has final artistic 
right in a picture, the author or 
producer. French courts held it 
was the producer and the unions 
have been ‘anxious ever since for 
the issue to come up again, Graetz 
asserted. 

His pic, incidentally, is first 
made by an American company 
since the war. His deal with the 
French government calls for 50% of 
the proceeds to go back to France in 
the form of foreign currency ex- 
ehange of the country in which it is 
earned, : 
———————EEEEEEe aye 
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Ask where you WORK ‘ 


MILLER CALLS HUDDLE 
ON ISSUE OF ‘FREEDOM’ 


Washington, June 17. 

Leading pix, radio and press reps 
have been invited by NAB prexy 
Justin Miller to participate in a one- 
day parley here June 26 on “free- 
dom of expression.” The get-to- 
gether is latest in a series of moves 
by Miller to unite the media in a 
common fight against extension of 
Government controls over radio. In 
opposing both FCC maneuvers and 
proposed new radio legislation, 
Miller said last week the NAB would 
fight to the end for absolute equal- 
ity of radio with pix and the press. 

Acceptances are on hand from: 
Kenneth Clark, information director 
for the Motion Picture Assn.; Col. J. 
Hale Steinman, newspaper publisher 
and Pennsylvania broadcaster; David 
Howe, prexy of the American News- 
paper Publishers Assn.; William L. 
Chenery, publisher of Colliers, and 
A. D. Willard NAB executive 
veepee who will participate in the 
conference. 
Also invited but still to be heard 
from are Donald Nelson, head of the 
Society of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers, and J. Leonard 
Heinsch, radio advisor to President 
Truman and manager of WSB, 
Atlanta. 


Bob Hope to So. America 
With Family for Vacation; 
Other Air-Travel Notes 


Despite bad weather, which 
grounded some planes, and addi- 
tional air disasters, which led Pres- 
ident Truman to appoint an inquiry 
board to determine the causes, 
screen personalities last week con- 
tinued to stream in and out of New 
York’s La Guardia Field in their 
usual large numbers. 

Bob Hope departed by plane for 
South America on a five-week vaca- 
tion, his “first real one in five 
years.” Vacationing with him is his 
wife and their two children. The 
comedian expects to return to the 
Coast by July 22, to begin a new 
film, “Paleface,” for Paramount. 

Lanny Ross returned Saturday 
night from Omaha, where he ap- 
peared in the “Omaha Music Festi- 
val.” Tenor is set for Rochester, 
N. Y., appearance with -Rochester 
Summer Symphony, Julyll, and 
Aug. 11 does a one-weeker of “Stu- 
dent Prince” in Dallas. 

CBS newscaster Bill Downs re- 
turned after a seven-week tour of 
Europe, where he did a number of 
broadcasts for CBS. Announcer 
was greeted by his wife and parents 
on his return. 

Herbert Jacoby, proprietor of the 
Blue Angel, N.Y. nitery, left for 
Paris on a six-week trip to scout 
entertainers for his spot. 

Sir Alexander Korda, the British 
film producer, arrived from London 
on business. 

Thesp Victor Moore departed by 
TWA Constellation for Los Angeles, 
where he will appear in a Coast 
revival of “Louisiana Purchase.” 
Moore arrived in New York earlier 
in the week for the premiere of his 
latest picture, “It Happened on 
Fifth Avenue,” proceeds of which 
went to the Damon Runyon Memo- 
rial Fund. He appeared on three 
radio broadcasts while in New York. 
Mrs. Moore accompanied him. 

Warner director Irving Rapper 
departed for L. A. after spending 10 
days visiting friends, 

Dolores Del Rio attended 
christening of AAL’s new DC-6 
flight to Mexico City, “The Aztec.” 
She leaves next week for Mexico, 





films; she'll star in one. 

Seen around LaGuardia during 
the week were Ginny Simms and 
June Havoc. 

Actor Jean Pierre Aumont left 
for Paris on TWA to m.c. the an- 
niversary celebration of General 
Charles De Gaulle’s call for resist- 
ance, June 18, 1940. Aumont served 
with De Gaulle in North Africa and 
Italy. He wili later leave Paris for 
London to make “The First Gentle- 
man,” for Columbia. His wife, 
actress Maria Montez, will follow 
him in several weeks. 

Maria Malpi, opera singer, left via 
Air France for Paris, enroute to | 








Ask where you BANK. 





Switorlonc for series of concerts. 
Singer Buddy Clark to the Coast | 
for radio work. 


sine French subtitling, also made strong 








where she pl: ? isi i i 
plans to produce two | promisiny to enter an imposing ros- 
| ter of films for the jury’s consider- 


| Stay for the close of the festival. 











26st Week! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
“From one Irishman to another, 
you've got something. It’s the 
‘Laugh of the month’ show every 


month.” 
PAT O’BRIEN 


US. Pix Get Best 
Brussels Bally If 
Not Critical OK 


Brussels, June 17. 

Despite adverse critical reaction to 
many of the Hollywood films shown 
at the Brussels Film Festival, the 
U. S. motion picture industry is 
making the most impressive splash 
here from the _ publicity angle. 
Working out of the lushly decorated 
U. S. Information Center, the Amer- 
ican film publicity committee has 
been accomplishing a phenomenal 
job. 

Examination of local papers dur- 
ing the festival’s opening days lead 
one observer to declare that he was 
unaware of any participation ex- 
cept that of the U.S. Conservative 
estimates indicate that Hollywood 
commanded more than 50% of all 
publicity on festival including front 
page spreads, magazine covers, fea- 
ture stories and theatre page news. 
Steady trickle of Hollywood Tum- 
inaries into the Brussels limelight 
is giving the U. S. flack experts 
enough material to-work on. 

Critical reception to Hollywood’s 
film offerings, however, have been 
decidedly on the reserved side to 
date. During the efirst round of 
screenings before the international 
jury, 20th-Fox submitted “The 
Razor’s Edge,” and received a loud 
chorus of nays from the local re- 
viewers who were in a position to 
judge the accuracy of the pic’s Eu- 
ropean settings. 

Warner Bros.’ “Humoresque” was 
the second American entrant before 
the jury and once again a U. S. film 
was put on the pan by the Brussels’ 
dailies. They declared that the 
scenarists interwove a sentimental 
dramatic intrigue with a musical 
medley of Tchaikovsky, Brahms, 
Grieg, Bizet, etc. Walt Disney’s 
“Song of the South” also came in 
for some knuckle-rapping with one 
critic stating to Disney: “When we 
go to see one of your films, it’s ani- 
mated cartoons we want and not 
long speeches and chit-chat. In 
this film, the cartoons have only be- 
come accessories.” Monogram’s 
“Suspense” reaped a fair success, 
however. 

Biggest hit during the early phase 
has been a J. Arthur Rank entrant, 
“Hue and Cry,” produced by Mi- 
chael Balcon and starring Jack 
Lambert, Valerie White, Jack War- 
ner and Alastair Sim. A Mexican 
film, “Enamorada,” and an Argen- 
tine film, “Celos,” despite inadequate 








favorable impressions. Unusual as- 
pect of the festival is fact that the 
Italian producers, notwithstanding 
their country’s devastation, are 


ation. 

Speaking on behalf of his coun- 
try’s film producers, British Ambas- 
sador to Brussels Sir Hugh. Knatch- 
buH-Hugessen declared that English 
films can now hold their head up 
in the world. “We try to be realis-- 
tic,” he said, diselosing that British 
producers had entered six full- 
length features into the festival. 

Eric Johnston, Motion Pictures 
Assn. head, is scheduled to arrive 
in Brussels June 24 for a six-day 


jists for the title of Miss Press 





Publicity chiefs here are expecting 
to make the visit of Johnston and | 


| his pariy to Brussels the occasion | - 


for a final press campaign in be- 


ihalf of U. S. films. 


Metro Looks to Snag ‘Years Ago 
Leaving 4 Bway Hits Stull Unsold 


+ Metro is understood to be in nego- 





FOREIGN TOURISTS NO 
BOON TO N.Y. BISTROS 


N. Y. nitery owners who banked 
on foreign visitors filling up the 
niteries have given up that phase of 
the business as a lost cause. Sole 
alien trade now hitting the boites is 
that of United Nations personnel. 
Visitors coming off the boats just 
haven’t the money for heavy spend- 
ing. 

Even well heeled British business 
men can’t afford to step out accord- 
ing to bonifaces. It’s pointed out 
that British law permits those here 
on business an allowance of 75 
pounds plus 10 pounds daily for ex- 
penses in connection with business. 
Tourists have only the 75 pound ai- 
lowance, Under such conditions, 
Britons can’t afford to pick up heavy 
checks, ahd those that do come in 
for a glimpse of American bistros 
are light on consumption. 

Until several months ago, some 
Britons spent heavily in night clubs, 
but since then the British govern- 
ment has clamped down consider- 
ably on spending outside of that 
country. The well-publicized case 
of an English textile man, David 
Close, who was fined heavily and 
jailed six months for spending more 
than the legal amount while in New 
York, has put a damper on all for- 
eign spending. Fact that this textile 
merchant sold a considerable 
amount of British goods, made no 
difference with the court. Close is 
a brother of Charles Close who built 
the Prince of Wales theatre, Lon- 
don. 


Gloria Jean Exits Vauder 
When Critics Pan Choice 


Of Songs as ‘Propaganda’ 


London, June 17. 

An unfavorable press reception to 
her opening performance at the 
Casino here June 9 resulted in 
Gloria Jean abruptly cancelling 
the date as well as subsequent book- 
ings throughout other British vaude 
houses. Collapsing on the stage the 
next night, actress withdrew Thurs- 
day (12) after the house manager 
demanded she eliminate singing “The 
Lord’s Prayer.” She plans to return 
to the U. S. Thursday (19). 

Panning her performance and 
choice of the hymn, three reviewers 
opined the whole thing smacked of 
propaganda. They pointed to the 
words “Forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors” and screamed 
the whole thing was an insult to the 
Empire, heavily in hock to the U. S. 

Casino replaced actress with Marie 
Burke. 


ADLER-DRAPER TEAM 
FOR 71 CONCERTS 


Hollywood, June 17, 

Larry Adler and Paul Draper have 
lined up 71 concerts for their eighth 
and busiest season as a harmonica- 
dance team. Tour starts Aug. 1 and 
winds up late in December. 

Currently Draper is thesping in 
the William Cagney production, 
“The Time of Your Life.” 


Busted Busts 


Atlantic City, June 17. 
Seven lovelies, bathing suit final- | 











Photographer, one of the highlight 
affairs of the past weekend here, 


tiations, which may be closed this 
week, for purchase of screen rights 
to Ruth Gordon’s legiter, “Years 
Ago.” Price is said to be about 
$250,000 on a flat deal. Studio is 
aiming to put Spencer Tracy and 
Judy Garland in the top roles. Show 
closed about two weeks ago after a 
full season on Broadway. 

With the new legit season now 
almost three weeks old, four top hits 
of previous seasons remain unbought 
for films. They are . “Harvey,” 
“Oklahoma!” “Brigadoon” and 
“Finian’s Rainbow.” 

“Oklahoma!” has been so success- 
ful and promises to continue so that 
authors Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein II and the Theatre 
Guild, which produced it, absolutely 
refuse to sell film rights. They feel 
it wiser to milk it much farther of 
legit profits, in the meantime hoping 
that the tax laws will be revised 
downward. 

“Harvey” has a price tag on it, but 
producer Brock Pemberton refuses 
to set a date by which the picture 
can be released. This has discour- 
aged the film companies, inasmuch 
as the price is $500,000 plus 15% of 
the profits. 

“Brigadoon” and “Finian” have re- 
mained on the shelf almost purely 
because of the heavy loot being 
sought for screen rights. On “Briga- 
doon” it’s $500,000 against 50% of 
the profits and on “Finian” $650,000 
plus 25% of the profits. 


TODD HANGS OUT STAGE, 
PIC SHINGLE FOR B’WAY 


As evidence of the fact that he’s 
back in Broadway show business, 
and has given up coast-to-coast air- 
plane flitting, Mike Todd stresses 
that even the two Howard Fast film 
scripts that he has will be produced 
in the east. This is in line with 
the current vogue of Hollywood stu- 
dios sending entire companies to 
New York. First script will be “The 
| Children,” elaboration of Fast’s 
| prizewinning story, which is being 
| treated as a new idea in cinematurgy 
—a visual concerto. Idea is to com- 
bine the “Dead End Kids” plot with 
a mood music score, composer yet 
to be selected. 

Todd has Jack Gross, vet Holly- 
wood producer, coming in from 
the Coast today (Wed.) to take 
charge of production. Pare Lorentz 
will direct. Jim Colligan will head 
up Todd’s film as well as legit’ ace 
tivities; ditto Bill Doll on publicity. 

Legit-wise Todd has several prope 
erties lined up. First will be a mu- 
sical accenting “tall dames and low 
comedy,” as he puts it, “because the 
charm thing is now passe.” With his 
son, Mike, Jr., just out of Lawrence- 
ville Prep (due for Ambherst this 
fall), Todd will tour the strawhats 
because he feels the barnyard Be- 
lascos should yield an extraordi- 
narily fruitful crop, both in plays 
and players, especially the latter, 
| because of the plenitude of talent 
now lined up for the hayloft cir- 
cuits. 

On the film phase — Todd just 
severed with Universal, to which 
company he turned over. “Up in 
Central Park” and Edna Ferber’s 
“Great Son’”—the producer’s accent 
will be on exploitation pictures. Fol- 
lowing “The Children” he will do 
“Busman’s Holiday,” also a Fast 
script, based on that Bronx bus- 
driver’s escapade with the runaway 
omnibus, 


Davis-Blanchard Play. 
Selves in Grid Biogs 


Hollywood, June 17. 


| 
| 




















had completed their parading before 
the judges and, while the solons 
were trying to figure the winner, | 
the gals posed for the lensers seated | 


on a diving board of the Hote! | 
Brighton swimming pool. | 
Up stepped a dame in the audi- | 
ence to a chaperone for the girls. | 
“I want to protest that girl,” she 
snapped. “She’s wearing  falsies 
under her bathing suit.” It was as. 
if the joint had been raided. Every- 
thing stopped. Contestants were 
asked to step into a cabana where 
all*seven of them were poked a 
little here and a little there by the 
chaperone. 
Not only one, but three of the 
coni®:‘ants had gay deceivers 
tucked in the right places, 


Pic based on football careers 
of Felix (Doc) Blanchard and 
Glenn Davis, West Point grid 


greats, rolls June 25 under banner 
of Bro-Rog Pictures, new Harry 
Joe Brown-John Rogers indie. Wil- 
liam Morris agency has set deal 
for the gridders to portray them- 
selves. They must complete screen 
stint during their current 60-day 
furlough. Background has already 
been filmed at West Point. 

Margaret Mary Howard is pen- 
ning the original, Dudley Murphy 
will direct. Newsreel clips will be 

| freely, 

ian is for Film Classics to re- 


j lease in November, 
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Banks Think Films Sound 


Motion picture financing is @ sound bu_..ess proposition, regardless 
of the current boxoffice decline, according to Bernard Giannini, veepee 
in charge of film loans at the Bank of America. 
Bank of America loans to independent producers hit a new high on 
June 1, and are greater now than at any previous time in the history 


of the bank. 


Giannini scotched the report that the Bank of America is putting 
He declared the boxoffice has not 
slumped enough to worry the bankers. 

At Security-First National Bank of Los Angeles, which does a good 
share of film ffmancing, officials agreed with Giannini’s statement. 
They declared more picture business is going through its office than at 
any previous time, although the bank is exercising a little more cau- 
tion than in the past, as a natural consequence of the current financial 


the brakes on indie producers. 


situation. 





$9,000,000 Loan Set to Finance 
Fagle-Lion Production for a Year 


Hollywood, June 17. 


In fact, he added, 





A $9,000,000 loan to finance Eagle-+ 
Lion production during the next 
year is being worked out by Robert 
R. Young, controlling stockholder of 
Pathe Industries, Inc., of which E-L 
is a wholly-owned subsid. First Na- 
tional Bank of Boston will put up 
about a third of the coin and man- 
age the loan, which is being nego- 
tiated by its v.p.; Serge Semenenko. 

Semenenko has also lined up 
about $2,500,000 of the money from 
the Bank of Manhattan Co., N. Y., 
with deals still being talked with 
other institutions for the remainder. 
Loan is for two years at 4% interest. 
It will be used to finance production 
up to 80% of the negative cost of 
each picture. 

Coin is actually being provided in 
the form of a revolving credit, with 
the money being returned to the 
banks as the pix bring in rentals. 
However, most of the $9,000,000 is 
expected to go out before there’s 
any return, since E-L already has a 
$6,000,000 loan from the Bank of 
America in Los Angeles. This is 
also a revolving credit, but there 
will be no more borrowing of it. 
Film rentals will be used to pay it 
off, while production is being 
financed by the new loan. 

Bank of America credit was orig- 
inally $5,000,000, but the bank has 
allowed it to be exceeded by $1,- 
000,000. 


RKO to Sell ‘Crossfire’ 
As Whodunit, Sans Any 
Anti-Semitism Reference 


Intent on skirting the pitfall of 
marking its film as an out-and-out 
propaganda piece, RKO will plug 
“Crossfire” as a topical murder- 
mystery rather than a_ treatise 
against anti-Semitism. After con- 
siderable mulling of the problem, 
RKOers have decided against incor- 
porating reference to the contro- 
versial theme in its advance maga- 
zine ads. Industry's leadoff pic on 
the subject, “Crossfire” preems in 
the. Times Sq. area early next 
month. 

Sole reference to the subject in 
ads is the statement that the homi- 
cide was committed because of 
“hate.” “We don’t want people to 
be kept away from the theatre be- 
Cause they’re given the impression 

(Continued on page 55) 


Harry Goetz Still Seeks 
More Repub Costs Info 


Further steam is expected to be 
_ let off at the Republic board meet- 
ing next week in the dispute 
between the Herbert J. Yates 
and Harry Goetz factions of the 
company’s ownership. Goetz, it is 
understood, will ask for more spe- 
Cific information than has been made 
available to him on costs and income 
of pictures during the past five years 
and on various other expenditures. 

Goetz made his original request 
for the info at the April board meet- 
ing and was promised it by the Rep 
brexy for the May meeting. It was 
handed to him at that time, but 
Goetz and his attorney, Sam Becker, 
also a member of the board, are 
understood to feel, after inspection 
of the data, that it is not sufficiently 
detailed. Thus they’ll request elab- 








Can’t Pay Off in Notices 


One film man cracked, “If the 
British could cash in on their 
U. S. press notices they’d own 
Hollywood as well as England.” 
This is in line with the Anglo- 
mania manifested by certain 
U. S. film critics. 

British film men themselves, 
however, realistically concede 
that the cinematic savants on 
the New York and Boston sheets 
don’t sell the film fans in Omaha 
and Little Rock, and stress that 
British pix have a long way to 
go to make their impact on the 
hinterlands. 


‘Duel Recoups 50% 
Neg. Cost So Far 


“Duel in the Sun,” with approxi- 
mately 700 engagements up to the 
end of last week, had earned back 
approximately one-half of its nega- 
tive cost. David O. Selznick film 
had achieved slightly under $3,000,- 
000 in rentals, according to best esti- 
mates based on a b.o. gross of better 
than $6,000,000. 

Film cost $5,250,000 to get into the 
can, in addition to which well over 
$1,000,000 has been spent in adver- 
tising. Selznick also had the ex- 
pense, in connection with “Duel,” of 
setting up his own releasing organi- 
zation, sending the cost of distribu- 
tion probably to at least 35%, it is 
believed. The 370 Technicolor prints 
of the lengthy epic also are a con- 
siderable expense item. 

Evaluation of these figures thus 
indicates that DOS has a long way 
to go before he’s off the overall 
nut—which is conservatively esti- 
mated at about $10,000,000. Present 
indications are, however, that he'll 
get back just about that sum in the 
domestic market, which means that 
the $3,500,000 or upwards that can 
logically be expected from abroad 
will be clearly on the profit side, 
minus distrjbution, advertising and 

(Continued on page 20) 


RODGERS BANS FLYING 
FOR FIELD SALES STAFF 


Metro veepee over sales William 
F. Rodgers has forbidden all plane 
travel by his field sales force, only 
homeoffice executive to take that 
step following the deaths in a plane 
crash last Friday (13) of 20th-Fox 
sales toppers C. E. Peppiatt and Sam 
Gross. Rodgers’ decision had been 
pending since the death'two weeks 
ago in a similar crash of Ruth Gillis, 
assistant to Metro’s M. L. “Mike” 
Simon, 

Other homeoffice sales chiefs are 
leaving it up to their staffs to travel 
any way they desire. Spyros Skouras, 
20th prexy, and his assistant, Lem | 
Jones, flew back ‘to the h. o. from 
the Coast over the weekend. Rodgers 
himself has never flown and has | 
always tried to persuade his field 
men to stay as close to the ground 














EG, on, EL 
REACH Ble TIME 


Significant change in the overall 
distribution picture during the past 
year is pointed up by Film Classics’ 
moves this week, which pushes the 
company up several notches as a 
factor in distribution in the U. S. 
and abroad. Past twelvemonth pe- 
riod has thus seen the advent of 
three new national releasing units— 
Eagle-Lion, Selznick Releasing Or- 
ganization and FC. 

Action by FC this week was the 
purchase of two more of its ex- 
changes from franchiseholders and 
a decision to open its own branches 
in two other cities. That leaves the 
Joe Bernhard-controlled company 
with only two additional franchise- 
holders to be bought up. Outfit had 
already set up an international or- 
ganization, so is now prepared to 
operate on its own practically world- 
wide. 

Bernhard, in the meantime, is ne- 
gotiating with indie producers for 


new product, which FC will handle 


in addition to the distribution of re- 
issues, for which it was established. 
(Continued on page 55) 


U.S. Films Bear Down 


On Pix Fraternization In 
AMG Cinemas in Germany 


U. S. film industry has quashed 
efforts of the American Military 
Govt. in Germany to permit Ger- 
man civilians to see pictures in 
Army theatres. Although the in- 
dustry has no official say one way 
or the.other, it’s been revealed that 
the majors have threatened to with- 
hold pix from the Army unless the 
German public is kept out of GI 
theatres. 


Pending the takeover of U. S. film 
distribution in Germany by the Mo- 
tion Picture Export Assn., German 
civilians have been able to see only 
the 40-odd old pictures formerly re- 
leased by the Office of War Infor- 
mation and now handled by the 
Army. AMG officials believe that 
the newer films which play the 
Army theatres would do much to 
help orientate the Germans in the 
ways of democracy. 

U. S. industry has objected, how- 
ever, on the grounds that even if 
GIs only took their German girl 
friends to Army houses, it would 
siphon off future civilian trade and 
cut deeply into the prospective box- 
office for the newer films. 








Rank’s $12,000,000 US. Playdate Dea 
Gets Wide Reaction Abroad; Doesn't 
Estop Korda, Wilcox or Other Prods. 





At Last, Something Free 
Indianapolis, June 17. 

Gale Black will celebrate his 
25th anni as Warner salesman in 
northern Indiana this month 
with plenty of assistance from 
hotels and restaurants he has 
patronized over the years. 

They promise to give him 
free meals and lodging the week 
of June 26-28. 








Pix Regulars Off 
37, in Attendance 


Number of regular filmgoers in 
the United States has dropped off 
about 3 percent from a year ago, 
a new attendance survey by Audi- 
ence. Research Institute shows. Like- 
wise revealed and pointing up the 
attendance drop, is an increase dur- 


ing the past five years of approx- 
imately 10 percent in the number 
of people “capable” of going to 
theatres, 

Survey also discloses that the av- 
erage admission price is continuing 
to rise, although the increase is very 
minor compared with the upswing 
last year. Average admission, which 
was 46%c. a year ago, is now above 
47c. ARI refuses to disclose the ex- 
act figure pending servicing of the 
new attendance study to its clients 
next week. 

Decrease in “regular” attendance 
—ARI considers attendance at least 
once every three weeks as “regular” 
—is termed “noticeable but not sen- 
sational.” Pre-war “regular” at- 
tendees numbered 54,000,000. This 
went up during the war to 57,500,000 
and last year hit a record high of 
60,000,000. Latest study shows it had 
dropped to around 58,000,000. 

ARI now figures that 90,000,000 
persons are “capable” of going to 
theatres. That means they are old 
enough, not in _ institutions, jail, 
broke, or otherwise incapacitated. 
Figure formerly used was 81,000,000. 
Upturn is partially accounted for 
by a population increase and partial- 
ly by the economic upturn from the 
war. 





Sudden arrival of hot weather is 
ploughing under biz in some locali- 
ties, but the big pictures are man- 
aging to continue racking up tall 
grosses. Additional playdates, some 
at pop scale, are placing “Duel in 
Sun” (SRO) back in the national pic- 
ture, this opus fighting it out with 
“Miracle on 34th St.” (20th) for top 
honors, 

Great strength in five key cities is 
enabling “Miracle” to head the list. 
Last week this picture had preemed 
in only one key, at N. Y. Roxy. It’s 
terrific in Boston, smash in Chicago, 
socko in Pittsburgh, stout at $60,000 
in Los Angeles and big $101,000 for 
second N. Y. week. 

“Duel” is in second slot as a re- 
sult of nine playdates. 
hit a new record in Cleveland with 
$36,000, is huge in K.C., great in Pitt 
and leader in Buffalo. Film also is 
playing to near capacity in small- 
seater Victoria, N. Y. 

Others in the Big 
money and playdates, 


Nine, 
are 


as to 
“Chey- 


enne” (WB), “Great Expectations” 
(U), “Dear Ruth” (Par), “Honey- 
moon” (RKO), “Searling” (M-G), 


“Copacabana” (UA) and “High Bar- 


baree” (M-G). Runners-up are 
“Calcutta” (Par), “Two Mrs. Car- 
rolls” (WB), “Framed” (Col) and 


“Happened on Fifth Ave.” (Mono). 
“Ruth” is up in fifth position via 








Oration, 


as possible when traveling. 


four playdates, big impetus coming 


It looks to | 





National Boxoffice Survey 
Hot Weather Clips Many Pix — ‘Miracle,’ ‘Duel,’ 


‘Cheyenne,’ ‘Expectations,’ ‘Ruth’ Pace Leaders 


from great $102,000 being done at 
N. Y. Paramount. “Honeymoon,” 
not in heavy coin excepting in Bos- 
ton, gets into the Big Nine because 
current now in eight key cities. 
“Copacabana,” while in only a few 
spots, edged up into the leadership 
list mainly via a sturdy $45,000 in 
Chicago and fairly good showing in 
dull San Francisco. 

“New Orleans” (UA), which opens 
in N. Y. this week, looks standout in 
Frisco. Other new entries do not 
loom so well excepting “Trouble 
With Women” (Par), rated tall in 
Minneapolis. “Living in Big Way” 
(M-G) shapes as slow in L.A. while 
“Time Out of Mind” (U) is dull in 
the same city and fair in Cincinnati. 

“Moss Rose” (20th), which faded 
after two weeks in L. A., is getting 
$29,000 in two Boston spots and 
$13,000 in Louisville. “Buck Priv- 
ates Come Home” (U) is doing nice- 
ly in two of four keys currently 
playing. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 12-13). 


Lewin Back at Metro 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Albert Lewin, former director at 
Metro, has returned to the Culver 
City in a production capacity, 
His latest Metro film was 
Picture of Dorian Gray.” 
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By ABEL GREEN 

The British overseas pres: hummed 
this past week with the pros and 
cons on the J. Arthur Rank-Big Five 
deal, assuring the English film man 
$10,000,000 to $12,000,000 in U. S, 
playdates, but Rank, in Hollywood, 
and his American partners in New 
York, Universal Pictures, take the 
attitude that it was a trade deal 
essentially. Having those two im- 
portant theatre circuits, Odeon and 
Gaumont, with their 750 cinema 
screens, Rank and U prez Nate Blum- 
berg convinced the dominant U:S. 
circuits (Paramount, 20th-Fox, RKO, 
Loew’s and Warners) that it was of 
mutual benefit to make playing time 
available for Rank films in Amer- 
ica. 

Clarification of the issues should 
stress that this does not give Rank 
any monopoly on U. S. playdating, 
The opposition British Lion group, 
for instance, will have the same 
U.‘S. entry as will Rank. The lat- 
ter’s deal specifically provides that 
Rank pictures must have quality, or 
else. It’s no ‘secret that Universal- 
International, for instance, screens 
three or four Rank pix before okay- 
ing one of sufficient quality for U.S. 
distribution. At the moment there 
are five such films set aside because, 
obviously, it is to the best interests 
of both Rank and U to bear down 
only on quality product. 

Reuters and the other worldwide 

(Continued on page 4) 


BRISKIN, CAPRA IN N. Y. 
TO POWWOW BALABAN 


Sam Briskin and Frank Capra, 
who were partnered in Liberty 
Films until the indie unit’s mem- 
bers recently joined Paramount, 
arrived in New York Monday (16) 
fromthe Coast for conferences with 
prexy Barney Balaban and_ other 
Par officials. They expect to return 
to the Coast at the end of the week. 

Among matters to be settled, it is 
understood, is the exact status and 
duties of Briskin on the Par lot, 
In general, he is to be an exec pro- 
duction aide to Par studio topper 
Henry Ginsberg. Briskin said yes- 
terday (Tuesday) he himself wasn't 
= sure of exactly what he’d do at 

ar. 
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Screen 


Actors Guild Admits 


‘Serious’ Stalemate in Negotiations 
With Producers on New Contract 


a 





Hollywood, June 17. * 

A surprise disclosure by the 
Screen Actors Guild indicates strong 
opposition by the producers to the 
basic proposals sought by the play- 
ers. While negotiations have not yet 
reached a deadlocked stage, the 
SAG negotiating committee, in an 
intelligence report to the Guild 
membership, admits that it (the 
SAG committee) “is not too happy 
about the progress made to date on 
gome of the more important points.” 

After two extensions of abortive 
powwows between the Hollywood 
players and producers, and a pro- 
longation of the SAG mastermind- 
ing from three to five nights a week, 
the report to Guild headquarters is 
that the full negotiating committee 
(of 22), representing the SAG ros- 
ter, admits that the situation “is 
gomewhat pessimistic in tone, at 
least as of June 12.” 

Hollywood feeling on player-pro- 
ducer relations is that an accord will 
be reached, but among the salient 
issues in stalemate are the problems 
of television rights and reissues 
rights. 

Producers take the position that 
jf the players are to participate in 
reissues, that might be satisfactory 
if they got clearances from all other 
participants in the production, such 
as laborers, scripters, directors, etc. 
who likewise might seek a share in 
the reissue rights. On the issue of 
television rights, the producers re- 
fuse to yield any participation to the 
players. 

The Screen Actors Guild claims 
are the accumulation of 10 years 
experience. This has been the length 
of the last contract which expired 
May 15, was extended to June 14, 
and again extended to June 30. The 
negotiating committee has been in 
session 60 days without results. 


The producers are seeking a new 
7-10 year contract. The actors elect 
to proceed on a year-to-year basis. 

The SAG, meantime, concedes that 
if a tentative agreement on the basic 
fssues is not reached in the next 
two weeks, the Guild negotiators 
will recommend to the Guild board 
of directors “the failure of negotia- 
tions on the basic issues” and will 
urge that these should be presented 
to the membership at large of the 
Guild “for immediate decision and 
action.” 

If the tentative agreement is 
reached on the basic issues within 
the next two-week period, the Guild 


(Continued on page 22) 


MILT PICKMAN BECOMES 
GOLDSTONE AGCY. PARD 


Hollywood, June 17. 


Milton Pickman, who has resigned 
as aide to Columbia Pictures prexy 
Harry Cohn to join the Nat C. 
Goldstone agency on the Coast, will 
take with him representation of 
Abbott & Costello. Comics recently 
pulled out from under the wing of 
Eddie Sherman, who had agented 
them for many years. They have a 
deal pending for an outside picture 
at Republic. 

Pickman may be succeeded as 
Cohn’s assistant by Irving Cum- 
mings, Jr., formerly a writer and 
son of the director. Pickman will 
serve at the Goldstone agency as 
one of a triumvirate which will re- 
lieve Goldstone of his day-to-day 
duties in order to allow him more 
time for outside deals, in the man- 
ner that Jack Gordean has relieved 
Charles K. Feldman in the latter's 
agency. 

Working with Pickman, whose 
contract calls for a 25% piece of 
the biz, will be Charles Goldstone, 
who owns 10% and George Willner, 
who holds 35%. A revision of these 
percentages is to be made shortly 
to leave a larger amount for Nat 
Goldstone. Latter is now involved 
in a production unit with Robert 
Young at Col and with Tony Martin 
at Universal-International. 

Agency will open New York of- 
fices about July 1 and will extend 
its literary and play departments 
there. Various partners will alter- 
nate in the New York office, with 
a manager to be chosen before it 
opens. 

Pickman was onetime ace sales- 
man for the Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica. His contract with Cohn had 





Locationing by Air 
Hollywood, June 17, 

Locationing by air has sud- 
denly become the rule rather 
than the exception. 

Universal-International alone 
has three sky jaunts lined up, 
and others plenty air-minded 
are Metro, Columbia, 20th-Fox, 
Warners and Paramount. 


Skip Deluxers 
In Tax Cut Plea 


No tax cut for Broadway deluxe 
houses and other first-runs through- 
out the country with top price- 
scales will be asked under the ten- 
tatively prepared program for ad- 
mission tax reductions now drafted 
by exhib leaders. Plan as currently 
shaped will restrict its scheme for 
tax slashing to all tickets below 90c. 
Intentions are to hand up the pro- 
gram some time next week for 
scrutiny of members of the House 
Ways and Means Committee. 

Program calls for three chief fea- 
tures as it now stands. They are: 
1. removal of all taxes on the first 
20c of children’s admission; 2. re- 
duction of all other ticket taxes from 
the present 20% nick to 10% up to 
the 90c. ceiling; 3. no change in pres- 
ent rates on admissions over 90c. 
Present move is being made under 
leadership of the American Thea- 
tres Assn. after the House cOmmit- 
tee during hearings several weeks 
ago dropped broad hints that it 
would be interested in studying a 
comprehensive plan submitted by 
the industry. Blueprint has been 
prepped mainly by Robert Coyne, 
exec, secretary of ATA, who’s polled 
other exhib leaders on their senti- 
ments. 

With the ATA and other theatre 
groups plugging away for a down- 
beat on Federal tax bites on the 
ground that films are the poor 
man’s entertainment, exhib toppers 
plunked for the ceiling on prices af- 
fected by a cut. It’s felt that chances 
of the solons granting the slash are 
considerably strengthened when no 
cut on top-scale taxes is asked. 

In this regard, number of exhib 
leaders point out that they’ve fre- 
quently met retorts by legislators 
that theatres charging $1 and more 
are no longer in the poor-man 
brackets. Entire case for tax reduc- 
tions have been weakened, it’s said, 
by prices which only a comparative- 
ly few houses collect. 





Small Arkansas College 
Pioneers Film Education 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Carl Nater, head of Walt Disney’s 
educational department for 10 years, 
checked out to become director of 
the film division at Harding College, 
Searcy, Ark. Institution is a pioneer 
in furthering education through the 
screen, 

Nater will make his headquarters 
in Hollywood, with frequent visits 
to the Harding campus. Product 
will be distributed through non- 
theatrical, collegiate and other chan- 
nels, under direct sponsorship of the 
school. 





MacKenna’s London Hop 

Kenneth MacKenna, head of 
Metro’s story department, planed to 
England Monday (16). Purpose of 
his trip was not revealed but it’s 
believed he'll seek a replacement for 
the vacant story chief’s post in Eng- 
land and also be on the lookout for 
new properties. 

He’s slated to return to the home- 
office in about two weeks and will 
then fly back to the Coast. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Mrs. Martin Beck 
Steve Broidy 
Eddie Buzzell 
Harold Conrad 
Martin Dickstein 
Robert Douglas 
Ruth Gordon 
Irving Lazar 

E. J. Mannix 
Anna Neagle 








until Sept. 1 to run, . 


Herbert Wilcox 














GEORGE GIVOT 


Brog in VARIETY said: “Support is 
strong . .. George Givot is good as 
police chief.” . 

Personal 


HARRY BESTRY 


Management 





More Anglo-U. S. 
Talent Exchange 


Anglo-American accord on talent 
is the newest evolution in the J. 
Arthur Rank-Sir Alexander Korda 
forays on Hollywood. Both factions 
have or will have a big roster of 
international names lined up for 
dual production in London and 
Hollywood. Joining the parade is 
Herbert Wilcox, who just arrived 
on the Coast for huddles with Metro’s 
Louis B. Mayer and Ben Goetz. Wil- 
cox and his star-wife, Anna Neagle, 
want to set their picture, “The 
Courtneys of Curzon Street,” only 
with a company which will assure 
them a continuing long-range ex- 
ploitation and merchandizing tieup. 
While Metro already has Wilcox’s 
“Piccadilly Incident” for the U. §&., 
Wilcox is holding off on “Curzon”— 
which very likely will wind up via 
M-G—until Loew’s (Metro), assures 
him of some sort of talent exchange. 

Miss Neagle wants to make a pic- 
ture in Hollywood and her co-star 
Michael Wilding, who is under Wil- 
cox contract (British-Lion),. is also 
being primed for the American 
market. 


While Rank has been making his 
own Anglo-U. S. theatre deals, Korda 
has been preparing a flock of films 
with an international array of per- 
sonalities on the marquee and di- 
rectorial end. For instance he has 
Oscar Wilde’s “An Ideal Husband,” 
with Paulette Goddard (in Techni- 
color) upcoming, comprising such a 


(Continued on page 18) 


L. A. to N. ¥. 
A. E. V. Andrews 
Ethel Barrymore 
Herman Bernie 
Richard Blackwell 
Sam Briskin 
Lou Bunin 
Frank Capra 
Walter Cassel 
Ann Chapin 
Jose Ferrer 
Hal Hackett 
Steve Hannagan 
June Havoc 
Louis Herscher 
Jack Hively 
Lem Jones 
Arthur W. Kelly 
Tom Lewis 
Jeffrey Lynn 
Kenneth MacKenna 
Aline MacMahon 
Sam Mark 
Pat Nowell 
Bill Ornstein 
James Poling 
Lee Sabinson 
Budd Schulberg 
Ginny Simms 
Spyros Skouras 
Bob Stanton 
Paul Gerard Smith 
John Sutherland 
Don Taylor 
Benay Venuta 
Allen Wilson 
John Winfield 
Nan Wynn 


N. Y. to Europe 
Alexis Albert 
Harry Green 
Kenneth MacKenna 
Harry Regensburg 
Dick Richards 














Gradwell L. Sears 


UA’s Aim for More 


Net Profit Would 


Shift All Ad Costs to Its Producers 


7% 





Did Noah Have Card? 


Holiywood, June 17. 
Handlers of Hollywood’s ani- 
mal actors, the Animal Trainers 
and Handlers Union, have filed 
a petition for bargaining certifi- 
cation with the National Labor 
Relations Board. 


Top Play Time For 
Rank Pix Eased 


Agreement which J. Arthur Rank 
has pushed through with the Big 
Five for top playing time on his 
pix has already begun to bear fruit, 
according to Alfred W. Schwalberg, 
Eagle-Lion’s sales manager. Book- 
ings on “Bedelia,” first of the Rank 
films handled by E-L, have eased 
considerably in the past two weeks, 
Schwalberg said, and possibilities 
for the pic are brightening steadily. 
“We've started getting better af- 
filiated houses; longer playing time; 
and choicer playdates,” E-L topper 
said. 

Typical of its improved prospects, 
“Bedelia” will play the metropolitan 
RKO circuit, starting July 3, on the 
long half of the bill with 20th-Fox’s 
“The Late George Apley.” Pic has 
snagged equal billing with the 20th 
film. “While RKO has always been 
favorably inclined towards British 
films,” Schwalberg said, “other out- 
of-town circuits which formerly 
shied away are now speeding their 
bookings.” 

Change in attitude of the circuits 
is undoubtedly a reflection of orders 
percolating down from company 
heads, Schwalberg believes. The 
deal between Rank and the theatre- 
owning majors undoubtedly includes 
E-L along with Universal in its 
scope, he said. 

Universal, the other chief distrib 
of Rank’s pix in the U. S., has also 
noted a sizable improvement in the 
booking situation. “Great Expecta- 
tions” and “Odd Man Out,” two big- 
gest properties currently being han- 
dled by U, have made inroads in a 
number of theatres which previously 
would have little to do with the 
Anglo imports. 

“Expectations” with four supris- 
ingly strong stanzas in the N. Y. 
Music Hall now looks like the big- 
gest British film grosser yet to be 
released in the U. S. While “Henry 
V” has around $1,150,000 net already 
raked in from the American market 
and is making a potent bid for top 
honors among British-makes, “Ex- 
pectations” has been copping equal 
crix applause and is figured to have 
greater mass appeal. It’s set to play 
a fifth stanza. 
~ Based on its initial four weeks 
at the Hall in which the pic hit 
the scale at better than $520,000, U 
is counting on a $3,000,000 gross do- 
mestically which means close to 
$2,000,000 for Rank’s strongbox after 
deducting ad expenses and U’s fees. 
Powerful performance at the Hall 
plus the Anglo-American deal which 
hRank steered is expected to give the 


film an _ unprecedentally powerful 
sendoff. 








Brit. Film May Debut Pic 

Policy at B’way Legiter 

J. Arthur Rank’s “Green for 
Danger,” being distributed in the 
U.S. by Eagle-Lion, is likely to be 
the initial film at the Fulton, N.Y., 
when the Broadway legiter swings 
over to a picture policy next week. 
Work is expected to be completed 
tomorrow (Thursday), on installa- 
tion of projection and sound equip- 
ment in the theatre. 

House, owned by City Investing 
Co., will operate on a policy of 
“prestige-type” films, probably most- 
ly British imports. According to 
Maurice Maurer, who manages City 
Investing’s theatrical properties, 
whether or not the house is returned 
to legit shows in the fall hinges on 
the outcome of the summer experi- 
ment. It has housed “Another Part 
of the Forest” most of the past 
season. 

Theatre seats 900, but capacity will 
be reduced to 750 by closing off the 
upper balcony for film showings, 





London to N. Y. 
Leonard Bernstein 
Robert Douglas 
George Wood 





+ New clause being introduced into 


United Artists’ pacts with indie pro- 
ducers calls for the producer to 
carry the entire cost of advertising 
his pictures. In the past, UA has 
customarily shouldered 25% of the 
cost of national and cooperative ad 
campaigns. 


While some of the more recent 
comers to the UA ranks have agreed 
‘to the new advertising provision of 
the contract, most of the oldtimers 
have absolutely refused to go for it. 
What happens when their pacts 
come up for renewal. remains to be 
seen, but they are certain to put up 
a stiff battle. 

Old line producers maintain that 
every cent they spend on advertis- 
ing is to push up the gross of the 
picture—on which UA profits to the 
extent of 25% (its distribution fee). 
Therefore, they say, company should 
participate to that extent in cost of 
the ads. 

UA move is a further effort to cut 
costs in order to bring profits into 
line with the company’s gross busi- 
ness. Net is said to have been 
around $200,000 on a gross of about 
$40,000,000 last year. 

Among the changes which the 
new contractual clause would bring 
about is also elimination of UA’s 
participation in tradepaper advertis- 
ing. It is now the practice for UA 


to pay for all tradepaper ads up to 
$5,000, to pay 25% toward the next 
$5,000 and for the producer to pay 
the entire cost beyond that. 





Rank Reaction - 


Continued from page 3 


press services, following VARIETY’s 
exclusive, ballyhooed that Rank’s 
$12,000,000 playdating deal gives him 
entry into some 3,000 topnotch U. S. 
cinemas. What was omitted is the 
fact that such entry is circumscribed 
chiefly by quality of product, just 
as the $12,000,000 potential gross per 
annum is subject te qualification. In 
short, if the product doesn’t meas- 
ure up it will not and cannot be 
forced into the U. S. cinemas. 
Korda and Quennell In U. S. 

Korda and his coungel, Hugh 
Quennell, who is chairman of the 
board of British-Lion, are currently 
in New York for the Laudy Law- 
rence trial. They expect to clipper 
back this weekend. iin 

Some hue and cry in the British 
press has run the gamut to include 
such strong statements that Rank 
came to America with governmental 
blessing but “feathered his own nest 
too well,” allegedly at expense of 
the other British producers. Rank, 
of course, is but 60% of the British 
film industry. Korda and the other 
B-L producers, with their strongly 
international-minded casts, may rep- 
resent a lesser nercentage, but pos- 
sibly a greater potency for the 
Anglo-U. S. film markets. 

The Cinematograph Exhibitors 
Assn., for its side of it, has gone 
on record deploring the “buy Brit- 
ish only” theorem since the English 
exhibs recognize they'd be sunk sans 
Hollywood stars and productions. 
They don’t want pictures to become 
political puppets just because they’re 
pawns in the game of “if we don’t 
get U. S. playing time you can’t 
take $75,000,000 out of England,” etc. 

Herbert Wilcox, who produces un- 
der the Korda banner, has been at- 
tacked in his homeland for opposing 
the anti-American stance but he ar- 
gues that he is not veering from his 
pro-British attitude, but he does 
abhor the ideological anti-U.S. atti- 
tude in film matters, particularly in 
an industry where Britain must con- 
cede No. 2 position. 

Wilcox and Quennell, in fact, have 
expressed themselves that they 
would insure their pro-British at- 
titude by urging that a native Eng- 
lish committee pass on the type of 
films that are sent to America. They 
fear that if British product is 
promiscuously projected on U. S. 
screens, not only will those pictures 
die but they may so hinder future 
British product that, regardless of 
quality, all such pix may become 
boxoffice poison. Quennell is more 
conservative that the quality rather 
than quantity will dictate the Amer- 
ican reaction. Wilcox feels that, 
like the U. S. Army’s attitude in 
screening the “proper” type pix for 
Germany, so should England in- 
sure its overseas reception by care- 
fully passing on the “right type of 
pictures for America.” To this Rank 
(Universal) states that this is the 
ordinary business procedure. 
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~ LS. Playdates in British Circuits 


Following is a breakdown of the 


American and British pix which 


captured top billing on the three major British circuits for the first 


half of 1947. 
Gaumont-British circuits, although 


J. Arthur Rank controls and directs both Odeon and 


United Artists has a 27% interest 


in Odeon and 20th-Fox has 50% of G-B. Associated British is con- 


trolled by Warner Bros. 


Gaumont- 
Distrib. Odeon British Assoc. Brit. Total 
GFD (Rank, Universal).. 8 10 0 18 
Metro ee ee 0 0 10 10 
Q20th-FOX ...e06--- es 5 0 10 
Paramount .. eae a 8 0 0 8 
EAD: cesesecvenes¢ fg oe 5 0 8 
Warner Bros. .... ...... 90 0 8 8 
United Artists .......... 2 3 0 5 
PTR gcc cs sess 0 3 0 3 
ato x0 6» vidal ie Tae y 0 0 3 3 
Anglo-American 0 0 2 (Brit.) 9 
British Lion ....... 0 0 2 (Brit. 9 








Sears Planes to England in Effort To 
Get More Playdates for UA Product 5.2 ost. 





Grad Sears, United Artists’ dis-+ 
tribution chief, planed to England | 
yesterday (Tuesday), in a further 
effort to solve the company’s diffi- 


major circuits there. After report- 
edly having achieved little in the 
way of results in huddles with J. 
Arthur Rank in the U.S. recently, 
Sears, it is understood, will under- 
take to béat the situation by obtain- 
ing commitments from indie theatre 
owners to play UA product. 

Sears will also confab, of course, 
with John Davis, Rank’s. chief 
deputy, in an effort to get additional 
bookings on the two Rank circuits, 
Odeon and Gaumont-British. UA is, 
in fact, a 27% owner of Odeon, 
which makes its inability to get 
bookings all the more irksome to 
the company and its producers. 

Meantime, a study made of book- 
ings on the three British cirguits 
since the beginning of this year, re- 
veals that UA has opened only a 
total of five pictures—two on Odeon 
and three"on G-B. It has had no 
dates on Warner Bros.’ Associated 
British chain. 

UA figures compare with 20th- 
Fox and Metro, which had 10 pix 
each on the ree circuits; Para- 
mount, RKO and WB, which had 
eight films each, and Columbia, 
which had three. Universal's prod- 
uct is released in England by Rank’s 
General Film Distributors and gets 
the same treatment as Rank’s own 


pix. , 
Table herewith gives further 
breakdown of playing time of 


American films on the British chains. 


Screen Directors Guild 
East Making Strong Pitch 


To Include Televisioners 


In a strong bid to front for tele- 
vision directors, orphans to date of 
a jurisdictional mixup, the Screen 
Directors’ Guild, eastern chapter, 
will present basic contracts to the 
video broadcasters within the next 
few weeks. That move, and similar 
ones directed to the majors and 
producers of commercial and indus- 
trial pix, were cleared over the 
weekend when long-drawn affilia- 
tion negotiations between the SDG’s 
Coast and eastern wings were final- 
ized. 

Both chapters have agreed to 
move into the tele field and basic 
pacts have already been prepped. 
SDG's eastern branch has initiated 
a drive to corral video directors 
and now counts a number of them 
among its 128 members. Radio end 
of the entertainment biz has also 
been claiming jurisdiction with the 
Radio Directors‘ Guild changing its 
name recently to the Directors’ 
Guild of America to blanket video 
along. with radio, That action 
brought forth a complaint lodged 
by the SDG with the radio group. 

SDG’'s eastern chapter exec. board 
met last night (Tues.) to name a 
hegotiating committee which will 
handle all dickerings with the ma- 
Jors, other pix producers and the 
Video stations. Committee will also 
Seek recognition of a new category 
with the majors—that of test di- 
rectors. Added bracket is thought 
necessary because test pix now made | 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Camera Crew to Italy For 
Valentino Backgrounds 


Hollywood, June 17, 

Edward Small is sending a camera 
crew to Italy, June 27, to shoot back- 
grounds for his forthcoming produc- 
tion, “The Life of Rudolph Valen- 
tino,” which goes into work here in 
August. 

Other background shots will be 
made in Paris, Monte Carlo and 
London. 


Coast Film-Vaude 
Labor Practices 
Under DC Probe 


Hollywood, June 17. 

House Labor Committee inquiry 
into alleged monopolistic, coercive 
and racketeering practices in vari- 
ous «show business unions started at 
the Federal building here today 
(Tues.). Representing the Govern- 
ment are Rep. Carroll D. Kearns (R., 
Pa.) and Irving G. MacCann,. com- 
mittee counsel, Subpoenas to ap- 
pear have been delivered to Carl 
Cooper, of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees, Ed 
Reed, assistant to the president of 
Los Angeles Local 47 of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians; Ward 
Archer, musie contractor for Earl 
Carroll's Theatre-Restaurant, Holly- 
wood; Florine Bale, head of the 
Coast office of the American Guild 
of Variety Artists. Subjoena is still 
to be served on John T. Groen, Local 
47 veepee, still not back from the 
AFM convention in Detroit. 

McCann declined to reveal pre- 
cisely what queries had been put to 
union reps, but he admitted that 
due here to spill some info would be 
Earl Carroll, Hollywood nitery op- 

(Continued on page 54) 


NO SUP. COURT ACTION 
ON AFM OR DECREE 


Washington, June 17. 

U. S. Supreme Court failed yes- 
terday (Monday) to come down 
with its expected decision in the 
Petrillo case or to announce that it 
would take Jurisdiction in the ap- 
peal of the New York motion pic- 
ture anti-trust suit. Next Monday 
(23) will be the last day for the 
Court to take any action before its 
summer recess. 

Petrillo case is the Government 
appeal of the “Lea bill” or anti-Pe- 
trillo law of the 79th Congress, 
whose purpose was to prevent feath- 
er-bedding by the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians with broadcast 
stations. A Chicago federal court 
ruled the staute unconstitutional, 
with the Government appealing the 
decision. 

Court has not yet formally agreed 
to hear the appeal on the Big 5 anti- 








trust case, although there appears no | 


question that it will do so. 


1 REPORTS PAR 
pf 


Upswing in theatre receipts in the 
| past 10 days may spell the end to 
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the sharp decline in grosses experi- | 


| enced since early May, Barney Bala- | 


ban, Paramount’s prexy, disclosed to 
stockholders at their annual meet 
| yesterday (17). The meet itself was 
|featured by a vote approving the 
|company’s new stock investment 
company for key execs after minor 
| dissents by attending stockholders. 


| Balaban’s comprehensive state-of- 


| 


| the-company report unfolded anum- | 
| ber of important developments. They ; 


Laudy. Lawrence 


| were: 
1. Downward trend 
have reversed itself. 


in biz may 
Receipts over 
tres show rallying 


even greater 


of the past 10 days continues, it 
will show itself in rentals for the 
next quarter.” 

2. Paramount is now negotiating 
for a revolving credit with the banks 
for possible use for theatre acquisi- 
tions under the partial divorcement 
provision of the decree. Money 
wo6uld be available to the company 
on paying a standby charge “if, and 
as, we need it over the next several 
years.” 

3. Other deals along the same 
slines as the recent absorption of 
Liberty Films are in the works. 
Purchase of common stock of the 
company by the latter on the open 
market has now reached a total of 
355,600 shares. Portion of this stock 
is allocated to Liberty “and the rest 
is pretty much earmarked for other 
deals we have in mind.” Talks with 
owners of other interests, Balaban 
said, indicate a desire for payment 
in Paramount stock. 

4. Final consummation . of 

(Continued on page 22) 


Davies Denies FDR 
Ordered ‘Mission’ 
Be Made by H’wood 


Washington, June 17. 

Statement by the Un-American 
Activities Committee that Col. Jack 
Warner told it-that Joseph E. Davies 
acted as “liaison man who carried to 
Hollywood orders from the late 
President Roosevelt to make the 
picture, ‘Mission to Moscow,’” was 
denied over the weekend by the 
former Ambassador to Russia. 

Davies told newsmen he has writ- 
ten to Rep. J. Parnell Thomas (R., 
N. J.), committee chairman, chal- 
lenging the statement. Following a 
trip to the Coast to investigate com- 
munism in the picture industry, a 
sub-committee declared that “some 
of the most flagrant Communist 
propaganda films were produced as 
a result of White House pressure.” 
One of these was allegedly “Mis- 
sion,” based on Davies book. A sec- 
ond was “Song of Russia” which 
actor Robert Taylor testified he was 
forced to make by the Government. 

“I did not think,’ said Davies, 
“that Thomas or his committee 
would wish to tarnish the living or 
the dead on insufficient evidence.” 


the 








Eggerth-Kiepura to Film 
‘Boheme’ in Italy for Col. 


Marta Eggerth and Jan Kiepura 
(Mr. and Mrs.) are set to leave the 
U. S. for Italy today (Wednesday) 
to star in the film version ‘of “La 
Boheme” at the Titanus studios in 
Rome. Film is being produced by 
Gregor Rabinovitch, who is operat- 
ing under a deal with Columbia 
Pictures International for four con- 
tinental-made films. 

Initial Rabinovitch film was 
“Traviata,” which was recently 
completed (not with the Kiepuras). 
“Boheme” will be the second, and is 
to be followed by a bilingual pic- 
ture with French and English dialog 
starring Danielle Darrieux. Fourth 
pic has not yet been determined. 
Columbia has bought the world 
rights to the quartet of forthcoming 
Rabinovitch films, but whether Co- 
lumbia decides to release them in 





the past weekend from Par’s thea- | 
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D (For Decision) Day Due Tomorrow 


onniors as President 
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EXY BALABAN For UA: See Tom C 


Deny F.&M. Dismissal 


* With tomorrow (Thursday) D—for 
| decision—Day in determining the 
future of United Artists, the picture 


Of Suit by Paramount | !25t evening was that the company 


Los Angeles,*June 17. 
Judge William C. Mathes, in L. A. 
federal court, denied a motion by 


Fanchon & Marco for dismissal of 
the suit brought by Paramount for 
repossession of the Los Angeles 


Paramount theatre. 


j 
Defendant was ordered to file an | 


answer to the action within 30 days. 





On Stand in 3026 
Action Vs. Korda 


Laudy Lawrence took the witness 
stand in N.Y. supreme court yes- 
terday (Tues.) to advance his claim 
to $302,400 damages for which he’s 
suing Sir Alexander Korda. Basis 
of the suit is that Korda on July 1, 
1946 allegedly breached a contract 
to employ Lawrence as his world- 
wide sales chief. Breach occurred 
three months after the contract’s 
inking, although he had performed 
services for Korda prior to signing 
the agreement, Lawrence claims. 





With resumption of the trial yes- 
terday (Tues.) before Justice Ber- 
nard Botein, without a jury, Law- 
rence testified that while he was 
still in the Army in August, 1945, 
Korda was negotiating for his serv- 
ices. He also told of talks with 
David O. Selznick. and Samuel Gold- 
wyn in which Korda participated in 
|September, 1945. Both Selznick and 
Goldwyn, Lawrence said, verbally 
asked him to join their organiza- 
tions, but he refused because of his 
promise to Korda. 

Under direct examination by his 
attorney, Isidor J. Kresel, Lawrence 
testified that he performed: services 
for Korda before and after he signed 
the contract with Korda. He’ pointed 
out that he had attended Coast con- 
ferences with Korda in March, 
1946, when the producer was nego- 
tiating for writers, actors and di- 
rectors. In addition, he claimed to 
have assisted Korda in working out 
a distribution pact in New York 
providing for the sale of a number 
of Korda reissues. Later, he said, he 

(Continued on page 18) 


NORTH SIDE CHI NABE 
SUES B&K AND MAJORS 


Chicago, June 17. 

Balaban & Katz was sued this 
(Tues.) morning by De Luxe The- 
atres, Inc., in Chi federal court on 
anti-trust charges, plaintiff asking 
$600,000 damages and $75,000 legal 
fees and costs. Brief claims that 
B&K, plus Paramount, Loew’s, RKO, 
20th-Fox, Warners, Columbia, Uni- 
versal and United Artists plus their 
subsidiary groups had, since 1937, 
violated the Sherman Act, Injunc- 
tion to restrain further alleged mon- 
opolistic practices is asked. 

Suit by this northside nabe, filed 
by Brussel, Mulder & Cuneo, claims 
that defendants used the “Chicago 
system” of blockbooking and that 
plaintiff had been forced into un- 
profitable business practices by the 
forced buying of short subjects and 
newsreels; by the arbitrary designa- 
tion to pic playdates; by discrimana- 
tory and arbitary price rentals, and 
by fixing of minimum admission 
pyices. House is in same area as 
B&K’s Pantheon, which is in “B” 
week clearance. 


SMPAD Pacts Five 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Norman Wig rem oe business 
manager of the Society of Motion 
Picture Art Directors, announced 
new working agreements with five 

















producing companies. 
Outfits are Rainbow Productions, 


the U. S. will depend upon their} Bing Crosby Enterprises, Triangle, 


suitability for the American market. ' Oakmont Pictures and Eagle-Lion. 


|; would not be sold and that Tom 
|Connors would beeome president. 
However, with so many factors at 


work in the situation, consensus re- 
mained that anything could happen 
|—and probably would, if it kept 
| pace with UA tradition. 


Further steps were taken in the 
past few days, it has been learned, 
in drawing up a contract to cover 
Connors’ services. However, the Si 
Fabian-Serge Semenenko (First Na- 
tional Bank of Boston) group which 
had been bidding for .the company 
refused to be counted out, which 
left the uncertainty in the situation. 

One thing that did appear certain 
that 


was Mary Picford was very 
loath to part with her half-interest, 
and wouldn’t unless a whopping 


offer came along that was entirely 
irresistible. And most observers 
failed to see that any such offer was 
merited. Charles Chaplin, on the 
other hand, appeared more amen- 
able to selling his half of the com- 
pany, but was also willing to stay 
put if he couldn’t get his terms. 


Another certainty in the situation 
appeared to be that the D-Days var- 
iously promised over the past few 
months couldn’t be promised much 
longer and that tomorrow’s likely 
would be it. As the spokesman for 
one of the owners put it, “We can’t 
hold Connors on the hook any more 
and we can’t hold the Fabian group, 
either. So a decision must be made.” 

The flood of rumors about the 
company has been giving birth to 
further rumors and in banking cir- 
cles during the past week there was 
a supposition that the hand of J. 
Arthur Rank was back of the Fa- 
bian-Semenenko group. That’s based 
on close association of Serge Se- 
menenko, v.p. of the First National 
Bank of Boston, with Rank interests. 
It was said that Rank would prefer 
to his present Universal tieup in this 
country a_ distributing company 
completely integrated with his Brit- 
ish units and thus wants UA. There 
was no confirmation whatsoever of 
such a supposition. 


UA’s ‘Henry’ Abandons 
4-Wall Deals for 7, And 
Own Bally; School Pitch 


In a further switch of its exhibi- 
tion policy on “Henry V,” United 
Artists is abandoning further “four 
walls” theatre deals in favor of 
straight percentage contracts. W-ule 
the “four wall” policy proved high- 
ly successful, resulting in almost $1,- 
200,000 in revenue to the company 
from a very limited number of en- 
gagements, it also presented an 
abundance of administrative head- 
aches which are expected to be 
avoided via use of standard exhibi- 
tion contracts. Among the diffi- 
culties encountered by UA was get- 
ting a square shake from theatre 
owners on accounting. 

Record high percentage terms are 
being sought by UA under the new 
policy, with houses being asked 70% 
and 75% and no profit guarantees 
being given, such as was the case 
with “Gone With the Wind” and 
“Best Years of Our Lives.” In each 
engagement, however, UA is send- 
ing its own exploiter to stage a cam- 
paign, concentrating on schools and 
other educational and cultural or- 
ganizations. Because its b.o. depends 
so much on the school trade, “Henry” 
is being given only a few engage- 
ments—mostly at resorts—during 
the summer. 

Effort is being made to needle the 
current New York grind engagement 
at the Broadway—pic has had al- 
most a year’s two-a-day run in Man- 
hattan—by sending out 500,000 re- 
duced price coupons to schools. They 
are good until 6 p.m., providing for 
56c admission instead of regular 70e 
until 1 p.m. and 80c instead of $1 
from 1 until 6. They hit the schools 
last Friday (13), with letters of 
recommendation from Dr. John 
Wade, New York superintendent, 
and the office of the Catholie Arch- 
diocesan. 
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* ,,.. ATTENDANCE AND MONEY RECORDS 














NEW YORK ........ 30 Weeks LOS ANGELES ....... 45 Weeks 
MINNEAPOLIS ........ 8 Weeks PITTSBURGH ........ 9Weeks 
J : OAKLAND ......... 10 Weeks MIAMI BEACH. ...... 16Weeks / 
MONTREAL ...... . .10th Week SEATTLE .......... 7Weeks 
ROCHESTER ........ 6 Weeks TAMPA:.......... 6Weeks _ 
COLORADO SPRINGS... 2 Weeks OMIAS .....5...5. Sed 8 
: LONG BEACH....... 8Weeks _ CHAMPAIGN ....... 4Weeks | 
q 2 PHOENIX.......... 4Weeks NEW ORLEANS ...... 5 Weeks 
s ie DETROIT. ......... 9h Week DES MOINES........ 4Weeks 
) DAYTON.......... 3Weeks MEMPHIS ......... 4Weeks 
WINNIPEG. ........ 3 Weeks SACRAMENTO. ...... 4 Weeks 
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. 25 Weeks 
. 8 Weeks 
. 7 Weeks 
. 6 Weeks 
. 8 Weeks 
. 6 Weeks 
. 4Weeks 
. 7 Weeks 
. 4Weeks 
. 5 Weeks 
. 5 Weeks 


BOSTON ..... 
DENVER ..... 
PROVIDENCE .. 
SAN FRANCISCO 
PHILADELPHIA. . 
TUCSON ..... 
SALT LAKE CITY. 
PORTLAND. ... 
CLEVELAND ... 
KANSAS CITY. . 
JACKSONVILLE . 


BROKEN EVERY DAY at ROADSHOW PRICES! 
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8 Weeks 
5 Weeks 

8th Week 

19 Weeks 
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4 Weeks 
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Wednesda une 18, 1 
8 FILM REVIEWS VARIETY y, J » 1947 _ 
: i ee ° li the way, but could have Daal Alibi 
standards set by prior Prestige offer- formula a , 
Fiesta ings and its boxoffice chances are Miniature Reviews been brightened by better dialoging. (BRITISH-MADE) 


(COLOR-SONGS) 


Metro release of Jack Cummings produc- 
ion. Stars Esther Williams; features Akim 
amiroff, Ricardo Montalban, Directed by 
Richard Thorpe. Original and screenplay, 
George Bruce, Lester Cole; camera (Techi- 
color), Sidney Wagner, Chas. Rosher, Wil- 
frid M. Cline; score and arrangements, 


Johnny Green, assisted by Ted Duncan; 
“EL Salon Mexico’ by Aaron Copland; 
dances, Eugene Loring; editor, Blanche 
Sewell. Tradeshown WN. Y., June 5, ‘4 


Running time, 104 MINS. - 

Maria Morales..........++. Esther Williams 
Chato Vasques.........00000/ Akim Tamiroft 
Mario Morales.......... Ricardo Montalban 


Jose “‘Pepe’’ Ortega..........- John Carroll 
Senora Morales.........0.+++-:: Mary Astor 
yg Ee a eee ore Cyd Charisse 
Antonio Morales........ Fortunio Bonanova 
Maximino Contreras...........- Hugo Haas 
Maria Morales (Child)...........+« Jean Van 
Marjo Morales (Child)........: Joey Preston 
ee re eS Orr tae e-..Frank Puglia 
The Basque Singers........-- Los Bocheros 
The Terris... ccccccsccesseses Alan Napier 





“Fiesta” is a Technicolorful trailer 
for Mexican-American goodwill. It’s 
an eyeful of Esther Williams, alter- 
nating between a little of her fa- 
miliar Jantzen symmetry and her 


pseudo-skill as a matador. It’s also} 


pleasant if not socko summer film 
fare. With the color, the cast pres- 
ence of Akim Tamiroff, John Carroll, 
Mary Astor, Cyd Charisse, and 
Metro’s ballyhoo “introducing a new 

rsonality, Ricardo Montalban,” it 
20 enough for solid business. 

The new personality is a nice de- 
parture in that he’s not the Valen- 
tino type, but on the other hand 
neither is he socko in any other di- 
rection. As a Mexican juvenile, 
however, he is a sympathetic vis-a- 
vis to Miss Williams, who plays his 
twin sister. 

The film plot punches over the fact 
that “not all Mexicans are bullfight- 
ers.” ‘Leisurely the story unfolds 
with the birth of the twins, after the 
famed matador (well played by 
Fortunio Bonanova, who does a tip- 
top interpretation of the role) at 
first betrays his chagrin that his 
firstborn is a girl. But when her 
twin brother arrives 15 minutes later 
he schools the lad to follow in the 
bullfighter tradition, even though his 
penchant is music. Eventually the 
‘Salon Mexico” suite by Aaron Cop- 
land (brilliantly orchestrated by 
Johnny Green) serves as the Mexi- 
can Symphony’s means to project his 
virtuosity as a serious composer. Plot 
projects his doting twin sister (who 
also has manifested skill in the 
arena) to masquerade as her brother 
in order to recapture a distorted loss 
of family honor. ; 

John Carroll is her romantic vis-a- 


‘ wis and Cyd Charisse makes a fine 


impression with her terps and gen- 
eral line-reading as the romantic 
interest opposite Monta’»an, 
with whom she clicks in a couple of 
intricate native terp routines. Mary 
Astor is a shade somnolent as the 
worried wife and mother, fearful of 
her matador-husband’s life since 
marriage, and later for her son who, 
rather unwillingly. essays to follow 
in his father’s bullfighting footsteps. 
Tamiroff, as the trusted friend of the 
family, and Hugo Haas, as the 
maestro who would become Montal- 
ban’s musical mentor, are other cast 
standouts, 

But the substance of “Fiesta”—a 
rather vacuous nomenclature—is the 
atmosphere and color of the country 
south of the Rio Grande. All char- 
acters are treated with dignity and 
authority. There is no accent on the 

eonage; emphasis on the culture of 
he country is personified through 
the highly respected maestro whom 
Haas so well portrays. This is in 
contrast to mass idolatry for the 


matador. - 
Production is lavish and_ the 
Technicolor lush. The situation 


where Montalban hears the first per- 
formance of his suite over the radio 
in a wayside cantina, and is inspired 
to play the piano sclo accompanied 
by the full orchestra as it comes over 
the wireless, is one of the better dra- 
matic moments. So is the situation 
where he heroically saves his sister 
from being gored by the bull. These 
arena scenes, if a bit full, are effect- 
ive because of size and Richard 
Thorpe’s expert direction. Green’s 
excellent musical score and arrange- 
ments and Eugene Loring’s dance 
stagings are other plus ce : 

el. 


A Lady Surrenders 
(Original title—‘Love Story’) 
(BRITISH-MADE) 

Universal (Prestige) release of Gainsbor- 
ough production. Stars Margaret Lockwood, 
Stewart Granger; features Patricia Roc, 
Tom Walls. Directed by Leslie Arliss. 
Screenplay by Arliss, Doreen Montgomery 
from short story by J. W. Drawhbell; addi- 
tional dialog. Rodney Ackland; music, Hu- 
bert Bath; played by National Symphony 
Orchestra, conducted by Sidney Beet; cam- 
era, Bernard Knowles. Tradeshown N. Y., 

June 16, 47. Running time, 1602 MINS, 





DAGON s igiecckedpaas beer a Margaret Lockwood 
Kit. socdescsvccccccccccc: SReWart Granger 
ST 0s o'n4bssv0a0ees penaeebab acs Patricia Roc 
er errr ocr Peer Tom Wallis 
AlWert...ccsss er ee eee Reginald Purdeil 
NN, 6 b00040600566509668400 08% Moira Lister 
OE Sa ey re a Walter Hudd 
Colonel Pitt Smith......... A. E. Matthews 
Mrs. Pitt Smith....... Josephine Middleton 
EE re rrerre y Dorothy Bramhall 
Angus Rosbiter........... Lawrence Hanray 
eae Beatrice Varley 





“A Lady Surrenders,” intended for 
the more leisurely-paced British au- 
diences, took a 10-minute speedup 
before being unleashed on Yank pa- 
trons but still suffers from dragging 

ce. Aimed in the main for art 

ouse operations by reason of its 
Prestige release, some sparkling bits 
of Anglo thesping allay a tortuous 
and involved story. By-and-large, 
however, this pic isn’t up to the 








that much less. 

An attempt to cram in a double- 
barrelled dose of death and blind- 
ness faced by the two principals in 


the story is at the root of the pic’s}. 


flounderings. The youthful concert 
pianiste (Margaret Lockwood) is 
confronted by early death from heart 
trouble while her vis-a-vis (Stewart 
Granger) has been advised that 
blindness is his almost certain lot. 
Yarn takes place during the late war 
on the Cornish coast where the 
pianiste has gone for a last fling as 
has Granger who’s been recently dis- 
charged from the RAF. 


Both seek to conceal their dilem- 
mas from each other and plot con- 
volutions stem from those efforts. 
While they gradually work out their 
salvation by a determination to face 
things out together, the film manages 
to squeeze in a number of fine bit 
characterizations and some fetching 
photography of sea and coast. It’s 
the momentary focusing of camera 
off the main beam that gives the film 
its strongest bid for customer atten- 
tion. 

Neither Miss Lockwood no! 
Granger come through with an out- 
standing performance but that’s more 
the story’s fault than the players. 
Hampered to a much lesser degree 
by the doieful pilot, Tom Walis gives 
a brittle and winning performance 
as an elder adviser and friend. Patri- 
cia Roc as the other gal is cute 
enough for the Granger sweepstakes 
to take the money—even if she 
doesn’t. 

The recipe for livening the gait of 
British entries needs some more 
working over judging from this latest 
offering. Scissoring applied, more- 
over, is all too apparent in spots 
where dialog was cut in mid-sen- 
tence. Wit. 

(Film was originally reviewed by 
VariETy’s Jolo from London in the 
Nov. 22, 1944, issue; that notice also 
deprecated its b.o. chances. New re- 
view is published herewith because 
of extensive cuts in the U. S. ver- 
ston and the protracted period be- 
tween the date of the original re- 
view and film’s release here.) 


Brute Foree 


Universal release of Mark Hellinger (Jules 
Buck) production. Features Burt Lancas- 
ter, Hume Cronyn, Chas. Bickford; Yvonne 
DeCarlo, Ann Blyth, Ella Raines, Anita 
Colby. Directed by Jules Dassin. Screen- 
play, Richard Brooks from story by Robt. 


Patterson; camera, Wm. Daniels; special 
effects, David S. Horsley; editor, Edward 
Curtiss; asst. director, Fred Frank; music, 


Miklos Rozsa. Tradeshown N. Y., June 17, 
*47. Running time, 94 MINS. 





WOM TOMI, ook: Sdiss ov cradeks Burt Lancaster 
Captain Mungey...c...ccccees Hume Cronyn 
a eee Charles Bickford 
i ee Tee oe ee TTT Yvonne De Carlo 
i PP eee eee piss 6u4 sae tay oi Ann Blyth 
Cas Gh whieh oweeeda whee eos 40 ek Elia Raines 
NON: 6 GN w5-4 4006 560-40.5059 5408 Anita Colby 
errr eres Sam Levene 






RR er te Howard Duff 
a ee eee pe Art Smith 
Warden Barnes............. Roman Bohnen 
PN ck’ die bcd oh Vekone sacs sa John Hoyt 
arr eae Richard Gaines 
ree ee Frank Puglia 
era Jeff Corey 
Ee Vince Barnett 
Crenehaw,. .. scccccecrcccoviceses James Bell 


3 Fs Se Jack Overman 





Tom Lister. ..Whit Bissell 
ORIFROR SG 20.09 0b 00- 080 ....Sir Lancelot 
CE shia ob bakes Gaee-ebs.5 ho 6.00 bs Ray Teal 
See Se eS ee Jay C. Flippen 
| ee Ccerosessecers James O'Rear 
ae. TO Ee eee ee Howland Chamberlin 
Bronski...... bo hoon 00 Kenneth Patterson 
Armed Guard in Drain Pipe..Crane Whitley 
DO eR ae eee eee Charles McGraw 





Wally Rose 
OPs Sis occ habedonsedecen ee 63 Carl Rhodes 
CHES POONER, «Secs scc0es i Guy Beach 
| BASS “ree Edmund Cobb 
Machine Gunner No. 1.......... Tom Steele 





“Brute Force” packs plenty of 
boxoffice wallop. It will inevitably 
be likened to “The Killers,” .Mark 
Hellinger’s first for Universal-Inter- 
national, and this one compares fa- 
vorably with that b.o.-getter. In ad- 
dition it gives Burt Lancaster, who 
Hellinger debuted in “Killers,” added 
marquee stature. 

A closeup on prison life and prison 
methods, “Brute Force” is a show- 
many mixture of gangster melo- 
dramatics, sociological exposition, and 
sex. The s.a. elements are plausible 
and realistic, well within the bounds, 
but always pointing up the femme 
fatale. Thus Yvonne DeCarlo, Ann 
Blyth, Ella Raines and Anita Colby 
are the women on the “outside” 
whose machinations, wiles or charms 
accounted for their men being on the 
“inside.” 

Burt Lancaster, Charles Bickford, 
Sam Levene, Howard Duff, Art 
Smith and Jeff Corey, along with 
Hume Cronyn as the machinating 
prison captain (later warden), are 
the “inside” cast. With them are such 
capital troupers as John Hoyt (nee 
Hoysradt, when he was a nitery 
mimic) who clicks with his precise 
speech as a bucket-shop operator; 
Jack Overman as Kid Coy, a pug 
gone wrong; and Sir Lancelot as Cal- 
sp, Se Trinidad lyricist, who gets 
pliusible opportunities for his lyr- 
ical interludes. 

_ Each of the more prominent crim- 
inals has a ie. The flashback tech- 
nique shows how bookkeeper Whit 
Bissell embezzled $3,000 to give 
his ambitious wife (Miss Raines) 
that mink coat; how soldier Howard 
Duff (the “Sam Spade” of radio, and 
excellent) got jammed with the Mili- 
tary Police because of his love for 
his Italian bride (Miss DeCarlo) and 
through the sniveling skullduggery 
of her fascistic father; how the sym- 
pathetic Lancaster is in love with 





the invalided Ann Blyth. Anita Col- 





“Fiesta” (Color-Songs) (M-G). 
Colorful pic spec for OK b.o. 

“A Lady Surrenders” (Brit- 
ish) (U). Slow-footed pic with 
doleful yarn; tepid b.o. pros- 
pects. 

“Brute Force” (Heliinger-U). 
Prison meller a strong boxoffice 
entry. 

“Web of Danger” (Rep). Minor 
supporting entry for action mar- 
ket. 

“News Hound” (Mono). An- 


other Bowery Boys feature, 
among best of series. 
“Saddle Pals” (Rep). Gene 


Autry oatuner, okay for market. 

“Dual Alibi” (Pathe). British- 
made meller stars Herbert Lom, 
slated forU. S. films; only okay 
for dualers in America. 

“The Vow” (Artkino). Soviet 
production on Stalin’s life just 
misses, mainly because of war 
treatment; big for arty theatres. 








by, the fourth femme on the “out- 
side,” is the one who hijacks the 
crapshooting Wall St. sharper (Hoyt). 

Bristling, biting dialog by Richard 
Brooks, who did the screenplay, 
paints broad cameos as each char- 
acter takes shape under existing pris- 
on life. Bickford is the wise and 
patient prison paper editor whose 
trusty, Sam Levene, has greater free- 
dom in getting “stories” for the sheet. 
Both are awaiting their paroles until 
forced into the prison break. Art 
Smith, veteran character actor, 
comes to the fore in truly great style 
as the stir-crazy prison doctor, ring- 
ing the bell with his fine interpreta- 
tion of a sort of penal institution 
beachcomber who,.for all his free- 
dom as a medico, is as much a lifer 
as any of the real criminals for the 
simple reason that the cause of his 
moral incarceration is booze. 


Hume Cronyn is diligently hateful 
as the arrogant, brutal captain, with 
his system of stoolpigeons and bludg- 
eoning methods. When outside atten- 
tion is attracted because of the re- 
peated insubordination by prisoners 
and abortive prison breaks, this is 
Roman Bohnen’s undoing as_ the 
warden, a role which he portrays 
rather too abjectly and in too snivel- 
ing a method, whereas Cronyn’s bully- 
ing and suave arroganee is more 
convincing. 

“Brute Force” is by no means a 
man’s picture solely. The prisoners, 
for all their unsavory backgrounds, 
are personable types with plenty of 
muscles which will get the femmes. 
Then, too, the vignettes of the vis-a- 
vis give it the proper romance tang. 
The aspect of an audience rooting 
for the prisoners plotting a jail- 
break is given a sharp turn-about, at 
the proper time, to point up that 
brute force by prisoners is as wrong 
as the brute force exercised by their 
keepers. 


Direction by Jules Dassin (an 
alumnus of Maurice Schwartz’s Yid- 
dish Art Theatre) is tight and well- 
paced, matching the scripting. Mik- 
los Rozsa’s score is an asset to a 
mood meller of this nature. Pro- 
ducer Hellinger looks like he has 
given the sum total big league pro- 
duction mounting without completely 
hocking. his entire bankro His 
gamble with Lancaster as a poten- 
tia] star in “The Killers” is paying 
off in spades with “Brute Force.” As 
a present-day production item it 
points up the economic conclusion 
that Hollywood can still turn out top 
grossers without breaking the bank- 
ers. Abel. 


Web of Danger 


Hollywood, June 17, 
Republic release of Donald H. Brown 
production. Features Adele Mara, Bill 
Kennedy, Damian O'Flynn. Directed by 
Philip Ford. Original screenplay, David 
Lang, Milton M. Raison; camera, Alfred S. 
Keller; special effects, Howard and Theo- 
dore Lydecker; editor, William Thompson. 
Previewed June 10, ‘47. Running time, 





58 MINS. 

i We eS ee b0bp tenes Adele Mara 
Seettee “TMOROR. .. cciccceieccid Bill Kennedy 
Bill Sg er eess-Damian O'Flynn 
i Oe: Richard Loo 
SAS eevecesocece -. Victor Sen Yung 
Monks odveveae é6GOr eevee coneas Roy Barcroft 
Sea errr ye William Hall 
MacKronish.......... J. Farrell MacDonald 


Michael Branden 








“Web of Danger” makes a stab at 
the action market, but misses by a 
sizeable span. Too much talk and too 
little action stifies tale of bridge 
building and floods that could have 
been passable for release intentions. 
Stock footage takes care of flood 
scenes, and the bridge-building shots 
also bear a library stamp, although 
nicely spliced in with those studio- 
staged. 

Cast makes an effort to breathe 
movement and interest into proceed- 
ings with little success. Philip Ford’s 
direction is hampered by dialog, as 
are principals. Plot in the David 
Lang-Milton M. Raison script has Bill 
Kennedy and Damian O'Flynn as 
bridge-builders who would just as 
soon fight each other. There’s a girl, 
Adele Mara, mixed up in it for ro- 
mance. Rivalry is forgotten when 
bridge must be completed on short 
notice to get flock of flood refugees 
out of an innundated valley, It’s | 





Donald H. Brown's production is 
adequate in physical values. Same 
goes for lensing and other a 





' News Heunds 


Hollywood, June 14. 


Monogram release of Jan Grippo produc- 
tion, Stars Leo Gorcey; features Huntz 
Hall, Bobby Jordan, Gabriel Deli, Billy 
Benedict, David Gercey, Christine McIntyre, 
Tim Ryan, Anthony Caruso, Bill Kennedy. 
Directed by William Beaudine. Screenplay, 
Edmond Seward, Tim Ryan; original story, 
Seward, Ryan, George Cappy; camera, 
Marcel LePicard; editor, William Austin. 
Previewed June 11, °47. Running time, 





68 MINS, 

Ins ca cwkides abner steeneeens ad Leo Gorcey 
Bach. .cccsceseocesss ...Huntz Hall 
Bobby.....-cocecses Bobby Jordan 
SRO. von ccrpoeedsedtaseeaseetes Gabriel Dell 
White” . oc vecccccccsccesecte Billy Benedict 
ON RE SE Re David Gorcey 
Jane Connel!y.....ceeee+ Christine McIntyre 
John Burke. ....ccccceccersrececes Tim Ryan 
Clothes Greco........++++5 Anthony Caruso 
Mark-MOrgan. ....ccceccesseses Bill Kennedy 
Dutch Miller. .....cecess. ....- Ralph Dunn 
vaca cio s0deensadecees sce eee 
Big Tim Dolin..............John Hamilton 
A ree ...e+.Terry Goodman 
Mack Snide......... Robert Emmett Keane 
EAOMO. . dederedoccocssecnss Bernard Gorcey 
COPYDOY .0 cdcecoedeccs cess Buddy Gorman 
Jimmy GElO. occcccoccccesss Russ Whiteman 
Mallon. .. cccccccccceses Emmett Vogan, Jr. 
BMERO. oc cd. vtvescedebee se ~... John H. Elliott 
Sparring Partmer.............- Meyer Grace 





“News Hounds” adds up to one of 
the best of Monogram’s Bowery Boys 
series. Playoff will be good in the 
market for which it’s aimed. As title 
indicates, it’s a newspaper-story with 
Leo Gorcey as ambitious copyboy. 
Jan Grippo’s production has given 


boys a plot to work over and that 
accounts for more substance than 
usually found in B.B. entries. 


Gorcey wants to be a star reporter 
and around his efforts in that direc- 
tion the antics are built. Working 
from script by Edmond Seward and 
Tim Ryan, William Beaudine’s direc- 
tion spins the tale at fast clip for 
pleasure of Bowery Boys followers. 
Gorcey becomes involved in sports 
fixing racket.and when his unsub- 
stantiated story is printed the paper 
is sued for libel. Last-minute recov- 
ery of some missing photos clears 
the sheet and Gorcey to make for 
okay finish. 


Gorcey continues his garbled-word 
way for chuckles; his antics pleas- 
ing. Huntz Hall, Gorcey’s dopey pal, 
backs up the fun strongly. Adult ro- 
mance falls -to Christine McIntyre 
and BiH Kennedy. Among the Bow- 
ery urchins are Bobby Jordan, Ga- 
briel Dell, Billy Benedict and David 
Geueee. Moppet Terry Goodman 
spots laugh-getting character. Okay 
heavy work falls to Anthony Caruso, 
Ralph Dunn, John Hamilton and 
others. 


Lensing, editing and other produc- 
tion credits measure up for release 
intentions. Brog. 


Saddle Pals 
(SONGS) 


Hollywood, June 14. 

Republic release of Sidney Pickgr pro- 
duction. Stars Gene Autry; features Lynne 
Roberts, Sterling Holloway, Irving Bacon, 
Damian O’Flynn, Charles Arnt, Jean Van, 
Cass County Boys (3). Directed by Lesley 
Selander. Screenplay, Bob Williams, Jerry 
Sackheim; original story, Dorrell and Stu- 
art E. McGowan; camera, Bud Thackery; 
editor, Harry Keller; songs, Harry Sosnik 
and Stanley Adams; Ray Allen and Perry 
Lotkin; Britt Wood and Hy Heath; Halde- 





man-Autry-Evans. Previewed June 18, '47. 
Running time, 72 MINS. 

SOONG obs 0 ddan gst mpes Oe oeeab ewes Gene Auiry 
J SRR Lynne Roberts 
Waldo T. Brooks, Jr....Sterling Holloway 
Thaddeus Bellweaiher......... Irving Bacon 
BERG COU 60260604 403 Damian O'Flynn 
William Schooler. ....cccsecss: Charles Arnt 
UN, BEEN < ba 6.6 8 000050308 6400% Jean Van 
Dad Gardner...:..++,....-.--.fom London 
SOS, i:00065 ecececeseees--Charlegs Williams 
PN. 2 (St enens vb666400% Francis McDonald 
, SELER EE eee tee George Chandler 


WEG +4 s.4-tecenehenedebed eae Edward Gargan 
Cass County Boys 





“Saddle Pals” is a bit below enter- 
tainment lev@l usually achieved by 
Gene Autry but will get by in the 
Oatuner market. Five songs, with 
Autry contributing three with a re- 
prise, stretch out tune portion of 
production. Values are standard for 
outdoor trade as marshalled by Sid- 
ney Picker’s production and Lesley 
Selander keeps direction on move. 

Plot is dressed up western formula. 
This time heavies are trying to bank- 
rupt wealthy landowner so they can 
buy the property cheap. Owner has 
little business sense but his smartest 
play comes when he gives Autry 
power of attorney and then takes to 
the woods for a vacation. Autry soon 
spots the trouble and sets about cor- 
recting it. There's little gunplay or 
chases to help point up action. 

“You Stole My Heart,” “I Wish I 
had Never Met Sunhsine” and “Ama- 
pola” are the three Autry-vocaled 
numbers. Cass County Boys, western 
trio, do “Which Way Did They Go” 
and “The Covered Wagon Rolled 
Right Along.” 

Autry’s costumes are not as sharp 
in this one as he usually displays 
Lynne Roberts does excellent job as 
heroine, making part count for much 
more than average western femme 
assignment. Moppet femme interest 
is Jean Van. Sterling Holloway, as 
the landowner, and Irving Bacon, 
lawyer with more interest in Izaak 
Walton than Blackstone, 
comedy. Damian O'Flynn § and 
hatte Arad head up tht dirty work. 

Bud ackerey’s lensing, editing 


by Harry Keller and other credits | 


are standard, Brog. 


London, June 4. 

Pathe Pictures’ release of British Nationa] 
production. Features Terence de Marney, 
Herbert Lom, Phyllis Dixey, Ronal 
Frankau. Directed by Alfred ‘Traverg, 
Screenplay by Stephen Clarkson, Vivienne 
Ades, Alfred Travers from story by Renault 
Capes. Camera, James Wilson, R. Holmes, 
At Studio One, London, June 3, “47. Run. 
ning time, MINS, 
Jules de Lisles 


Georges de Lisles..........-... Herbert Lom 
Mike Bergen............Terence de Marney 
Penny eosseces eee weeeeeerreee Phyllis Dixey 


Vincent Barney.....+...--Ronald Frankau 
French Judge.......+e+++.-Abraham Sofaer 


All cccccccccceces eeccccecees Harold Berens 
M. Mangin.......++- ee++--Clarence Wright 
French La@wyer......sesseess Marcel Poncin 
Loterie Nationale Official. .Sebastian Cabot 
Trapeze Act.......+-«+- Cromwell Brothers 





Based on the old situation that 
twins could be so much alike that 
no one could tell them apart, “Dual 
Alibi” should return its compara- 
tively modest cost in this country. 
It may return some coin yia dual 
situations in the U. S. Writers and 
directors, while paying some res- 
spect for logic, were mainly con- 
cerned about making it a dual role 
for Herbert Lom (spotted by Ben 
Lyon for 20th-Fox contract). As 
twin Georges he is apparently im- 
previous to the wiles of a woman, 
while as Jules he falls for a femme. 
As one he is rather dour and prac- 
tical, as the other he has little 
thought for the future. 

Brothers are a daring headline 
trapeze act, and are doing okay un- 
til Terence de Marney, an unscrupu- 
lous publicity man, learns they have 
won a million francs in the French 
lottery. Employing Phyllis Dixey, 
his equally unscrupulous sweetheart, 
to make love to the more susceptible 
twin, they finally filch the winning 
ticket. And collect the million in 
Paris. 

The twins, learning of the theft 
go after de Marney. While one is 
doing a solo trapeze act, the other 
slays the publicity man. No witness, 
not even the girl, can rightly identify 
who committed the murder, and 
both are set free. They return to 
the circus, but one of them acci- 
dentally hangs himself during the 
act. The other, the actual murderer, 
years later has sunk to being a 
sandwichboard man. 

With a little more expenditure on 
production and wiser casting, pic- 
ture would have rated better play- 
ing time than it probably will re- 
ceive. However, Herbert Lom’s act- 
ing makes it acceptable drama. 
Greatest defect is the casting of 
Phyllis Dixey as femme lead. No- 
torious for ,a stage strip-tease act, 
she may have a certain following, 
but her screen debut is most un- 
inspiring. Ronald Frankau, return- 
ing to films after a long absence, and 
Terence de Marney give valuable 
support. Cane. 


The Vow 
(RUSSIAN-MADE) 


Artkino release of Thilissi Film produc- 
tion. Features Mikhail Gelovani. Directed 
by Mikhail Chiaureli. Screenplay, M. Chi- 
aureli and N, Pavienko; camera, A. Kesru- 
atov; score, A. Balanchivadze; English 
titles, C. Clement. Previewed N. Y., June 
13, ‘47, Running time, 98 MENS, 
on ee 0 seeveececs Mikhail Gelovani 
The Mother.......seese+++...5. Chiatsintova 


Ale€XANdEr....ccceccecesseesssN-e Bogoliunov 
Sergei... cece Co cedoccccccccscsecs D. Pavlov 
ss 6.4 4048 sesecesesees+-8. Bogoliubova 
Xenia..... ostoerccesccccesse. 1. Makharova 
Yermilov ee ecececcecccce eee N. Plotnikov 
Ruzayev....eee ChFASdbL Ons CUR CSs V. Soloviev 
Baklan...... socoscecsoocseees+ 8. Blinnikov 
es srecccececsecess.G. Sagardze 
yy eee eee ecseess-P. Ismatov 
U. S. Correspondent........... M. Shtraugh 
British Correspondent......... N. Chapligin 
French Minister Bonnet......... I. Nabatov 


Soviet leaders played by A. Mansvetov, 
N. Konovalov, A. Gribov, N. Rizhov, G. 
Musheghian, R. Yurlev, V. Mironov, A. 
Khbjlya, F. Blazhevich, M. Sidorkin, A. 
Sovolev, T. Belnikevich. 





(In Russian; English Titles) 

“The Vow,” latest Soviet opus, just 
misses being a great picture, and also 
being one of the finest turned out 
by the Russians. This near-miss 
stems from the way that the iate war 
is handled by Soviet producers in an 
overly long, vaguely done sequel to 
the main theme of the story. This 
patt of the film leads one to believe 
that the Russians won the war. In 
fact, this war propaganda phase of 
the production is so blatantly done it 
will make the average American pa- 
tron squirm. And it is unfortunate, 
because marring an otherwise superb 
production. But the film should do 
strongly at many foreign-language 
houses in the U. S. even despite this. 

Story tribute to Lenin at the 
outset, showing how Stalin followed 
in his footsteps, carrying on where 
he left off, but more vigorously. Pic- 
ture’s title stems from the fact that 
Stalin pledges to let no one destroy 
Lenin and his legacy. Workers are 
seen working in all sorts of weather 
to build factories and make Moscow 
a reality as a manufacturing city as 
well as seat of the Stalin govern- 
ment. Only off-the-track reference is 
that in the titles that refer to “lies 
of the foreign press hitting us for 
25 years.” 

An American newspaper corre- 
spondent is pictured as a hearty fel- 
low, easy to get along with and able 
to handle his share of vodka. 

One of the new tractor manufac- 
turing plants burns down, this dra- 
matic blaze being rather badly exe- 
cuted particularly a scene in which 
the blonde heart interest of what 
promised to be a real romantic de- 
velopment loses her life in a plunge 
into the flames. 

Scene supposedly inside the Krem- 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Rep. Holifield’s Pro-Pix Pitch 


Washington, June 17. 


Pitch in defense of Hollywood was made on the House floor last 
Friday (13) by Rep. Chet Holifield of California after he had been 
silenced earlier in the week when he sought to defend the film capital 


against attacks. 


“The California members of Congress,” said Holifield, “are proud 
of the overall contribution of the movie industry of California to the 
war effort.. This great industry rendered an incalculable service dur- 


ing the war. 
and actresses traveled hundreds o 
our troops, many times under bat 
worth of bonds were sold in thea 


They made patriotic films by the hundreds; their actors 


f thousands of miles to entertain 
tle conditions; millions of dollars’ 
tres. Movie personnel from prop 


men to stars enlisted in the armed services and fought against tyranny 


and fascism. 


“The speeches of the gentleman from Mississippi (John Rankin) and 


other members of the committee o 


n Un-American Activities present- 


ing a few isolated cases of immorality or communistic affiliation should 


be considered in their true propo 
as representative of this great 
personnel.” 


industry 


rtion and should not be accepted 
and its loyal American 








WB 75% Ahead With $14,013,000 Net 
For 6 Mos. Despite B.0. Tendencies 


Crossing the half-year 
Warner Bros. maintained a hot first- | 
quarter gain of 75% in net profits | 
over fiscal 1946—company’s hereto- | 
fore record year. WB’s sixmonth net, | 
ended March 1, reached $14,013,000 | 
against $9,125,000 for the compara- 
tive period last year. Of that total, | 
$6,810,000 represents the second- | 
quarter net, a hair under the $7,-| 
203,000 raked in during the opening | 
stanza. | 

Report, however, showed up| 
several downbeat notes. Theatre 
receipts for 47 have shown a de- 
clining trend, report declared, com- 
pared with calendar "46 when at- 
tendance at Warner houses was at 
an all-time high. That factor, plus 
increasing labor and other costs, in- 
dicate that profits for the next half- 
year will be under the second half 
of ‘46. 

Consolidated balance sheet dis- 
closes a decline in cash holdings, 
record profits notwithstanding, over | 
the balance struck three months ago. 
Cash at hand on March 1 totalled 
$15,536,207 against $19,566,158 on 
Nov. 30, 46. Dip in ready coin is| 
accounted for by a climb of $1,300,- | 
000 in pix inventories, $500,000 hike | 
in reserve for taxes; $700,000 rise in| 








| 
} 
| 


royalties due outside producers; one | 
| 


a drop of $2,500,000 in current 
liabilities. 

That WB's current year will be a 
peak performance despite a slough- 
ing-off of profits for the next six 
months is demonstrated by the fact 


that the company has 


distance. Net scored then was $19,- 
424,650. Take is already way past 
total earnings for 1945 when WB 
netted $9,901,563. 

Present net is equivalent to $1.89 
per share on the 7,402,180 shares 


*of common outstanding and com- 


pares with $1.23 per share in 46. 
Gross take from film rentals, thea- 
tre admissions, sales, etc. toted to 
$85,053,000, a substantial gain over 
the $76,863,000 for the corresponding 
period last year. Included in the cur- 
rent net is $418,000 of foreign ex- 
cess profits taxes applicable to prior 
years. Federal income nick was al- 
‘most equal—$8,400,000 for °47, $8,- 
630,000 for *46. 

Released productions are figured 
at $9,546,752 while those in progress 
at $11,297,630. Funded debts maturing 
after one year are at $22,987,510. 


ORSATTI LEAVES AGENCY 
TO THREE BROTHERS 


Los Angeles, June 17. 
Will of the late Frank Orsatti, 
filed for probate here, left his inter- 
est in the theatrical agency to his 
three brothers, Victor, Ernest and 
Alfred. 
Cash bequests totalling $117,500 


went to members of his immediate 
family. 





PAR BUYS MYSTERY 
Hollywood, June 17. 
Paramount bought screen rights 
to the forthcoming Roy Chanslor 
ride “Hazard,” a psychological 
Mystery with a humorous angle. 
Book, Currently in galley proofs., 





tape,+ 


| times. 


already | 
travelled three-fourths of last year’s | 





ABC (England) Also Up 


London, June 17. 

Associated British Picture 
Corp., Warner Bros, affiliate, re- 
ported net profits of $3,824,000 
for fiscal 1946 against $2,600,000 
for the year before. Net gain 
was racked up despite a sub- 
stantial decline in trading profits 
because of a slashing of excess 
profits taxes and lower interest 
charges. 

Company’s stockholders also 
came out ahead with a 30% 
dividend handed them. Melon 
compares with a 25% divvy 
which the company declared last 
year. 








H wood Splurges 
$150,000,000 in Pix 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Hollywood film studios have budg- 
eted more than _ §$150,000,000 for 
summer production, - the heaviest 
hot-weather splurge since prewar 
Filming schedules over the 


three-month period from June 1 to 
Sept. 1 cail for more than 130 pic- 
| tures, indicating that the producers 
| are not alarmed at boxoffice slumps, 
rising costs or labor troubles. 

| Warners has a total of 14 features 
‘lined up for its summer program; 
|Universal - International has _ 13; 
| Metro, 20th-Fox and Columbia have 
12 each. Republic has 11 and so has 
| the producer group releasing 
| through United Artists. RKO goes 
to bat with 10, PRC with nine, Para- 
mount with six, and numerous indie 
companies ranging from five down 
to one. 


Toll’s Unit in Middle Of 





Hollywood, June 17. 

Motion for temporary restraining 
order against the Independent Mo- 
Picture Producers Ass’n, Nas- 
Studios and Ensign Produc- 

headed by Lionel Toll, has 
denied to the Conference of 
Studio Unions. Court set June 27 
for hearing on the order to show 
| cause, after CSU brought suit to pre- 
'vent discrimination in hiring and 
| firing of its members of the defen- 
| dants. 

Picket line, which was slated to go 
around Nassour next Monady (23), 
'has been postponed pending hearing 
on the restraining order motion. 
CSU lines will seek to halt produc- 
tion on Toll’s “Blonde Savage,” 
|slated to roll Tuesday (24) at Nas- 
{sour for PRC release. CSU suit, in 
'behalf of painters, carpenters and 
set designers, charges IMPPA mem- 
bers have been instructed not to 
hire members of these uniOns, and 
|to fire those presently employed be- 
|cause of alleged pressure from the 


tion 
sour 
| tions, 
| been 
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Jurisdictional Strife 


0 IN COLOR, 12: 
BLACK ‘N’ WHIT 


Hollywood, June 17. 

A new high’ in number of color 
westerns will be turned out by Hol- 
lywood producers this season. Total 
will exceed 20, with another 12-15 
high-budgeters in 
exclusive of run-of-the-mine 
dlers. Figure represents the largest 
turnout of “A” westerns in any sin- 
gle season,.with investment running 
over $30,000,000. Pictures will be in 
Technicolor, Cinecolor and Trucolor 
and there’s talk that -Ansco 
will be available later in year. 

With start of Columbia’s Gene 
Autry film, “The Strawberry Roan,” 
four western colors will be shooting, 
along with seven black-and-whites 
“Roan” is to be Cinecolor, with 
Metro’s “Kissing Bandit,” “Green 
Grass of Wyoming” (20th-Fox) and 
U-I’s “Adventures of Black Bart’ 
all using Technicolor. Paramount 
completed “Whispering Smith” Mon- 
day (16) in Technicolor. 

Columbia recently wound up “Man 
Colorado,” also Technicolor, 
and current Warner release “Chey- 
enne” is also in the same tint. Co- 
lumbia is also set to release “Gun- 
fighters” (Cinecolor) later this 





are “Red Stallion,’ (Rep). “Re- 
lentless,” indie Cavalier production 
for Columbia, and  Pine-Thomas 


lensed “Albuquerque” in the same 
process. 

Forthcoming tinters also include 
the John Ford-Merrian C. Cooper 
“War Party” for UA release; ‘“‘Tuc- 
son,” William Perlberg production 

(Continued on page 18) 





’ ° ’ 
Katzman’s ‘Knights 
Hollywood, June 17. 
Sam Katzman, currently produc- 
ing “The Prince of Thieves,” a tale 
of Robin Hood, will climb to a 
higher social sphere in his next Co- 


lumbia release, “Knights of the 
Round Table,” dealing with King 
Arthur’s noble henchmen. 

Picture will be based on “Idylls of 
the King,” by Alfred Tennyson, and 
“Morte d’Arthur,” by Thomas Mal- 
lory. 





black and white, | 
sad- | 


color | 


week, while in the same color group 





Magyar Muzzle 

Communist coup d'etat in 
Hungary recently may shut the 
U. S. newsreel outfits off from 
all contact with that country. 

Following the recent seizure 
of the Hungarian government 
by the Reds, it’s been revealed 
that Russian authorities in Feb- 
ruary imprisoned an RKO-Pathe 





newsreel cameraman there. He 
was given no reasons for his 
jailing and, several days later, 





representatives of Marfirt, Com- 
munist photographers’ associa- 
tion, showed on the scene and 
lifted his camera. 


Pathe officials in the U. S. 
immediately protested to the 
State Dept. but not until late 


last month was the vice-consul 
in Budapest able to arrange for 
the cameraman’s freedom. With 
Communists now in complete 
control of the government, it’s 
believed almost certain that the 
U. S. reels will be treated just 
about as they are now in Bul- 
garia and Yugoslavia, where 
practically no footage is allowed 
out of the countries. 








All 3] Pathe News 
Adjust Int] BR. 


Acute shortage of dollar exchange 
in England and France has hit the 
newsreels too, causing complete re- 








alignment of the cooperative setup | 
the | 


among RKO-Pathe News in 
| U.S., Pathe Journal in Paris, and 
| Pathe News in London. Instead of 
| New York being the clearing house 
|for payment of costs among the 
| three countries as in the past, Lon- 
don henceforth will serve in that 
| capacity, according to Jack LeVien, 
news editor of RKO-Pathe. 

Just returned from a month’s tour 
of Europe, where he was to have 
tied up the loose ends of the reel’s 


(Continued on page 18) 








Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, June 17. 


Dennis Morgan drew the male 
lead opposite Viveca Lindfors in “To 
The Victor’ at Warners...Univer- 
International bought screen rights 
to “Gus the Great,” a novel with a 
circus background by Thomas Dun- 
can...Boris Leven assigned as art 
director on “The Senator was Indis- 
creet” at Universal In...Sam Coslow 
signed Laraine Day for the femme 
lead in “Champagne For Every- 
body,” slated to start Aug. 15. 

Mary Sawdon makes her screen 
bow as femme lead for William 
Boyd in the Hopalong Cassidy pic- 
ture, “Coward’s Castle.” ... Col. J. 
L, Snyder, Army surgeon, signed as 
technical advisor on “The Home- 
coming of Ulysses” at Metro... 
Harry Sherman signed Mario Caste- 
grano to supervise process and 
special photographic effects for 
“They Passed This Way.” ... Byron 
Haskin optioned screen rights to 
Philip Wylie novel, “Generation of 
Vipers,” for independent production. 

James Barton checked in from 
New York for his role in the Cag- 
ney production, “The Time of Your 
Life”...Columbia’s “Silverado” will 
be released as “Silverado Squatters” 
...Frank Lovejoy shifted from ra- 
dio to make his screen bow in “The 
Adventures of Black Bart” at Uni- 
versal-International ... Phyllis Cal- 
vert reported for work at Paramount 
in “My Own True Love,” to be pro- 
duced by Val Lewton with Melvyn 





Douglas as co-star...Tommy Bond 
}and Alfalfa Switzer, former “Our 
| Gang” kids, drew roles in the Pine- 


Thomas production, “Big Town 
| Scandal”...Dr. Marcel Frym coach- 
(ing Claudette Colbert and Don 


| Ameche in hypnotism for Triangle’s 


Will be issued Aug. 12 by Simon & | international Alliance of Theatrical | “Sleep, My Love.” 


Schuster, 


i Stage Employees. 


Editors at Eagle-Lion completed 


inew player 


their chore on J. Arthur Rank’s 
British-made “Caravan” and shipped 
it back to England for final trim- 
ming before release in this country. 
Under the new arrangement. be- 
tween Rank and Eagle-Lion, all his 
product aimed at the American 
market will be edited here. 


Arthur Pierson, on’ loanout from 
20th-Fox, will direct an untitled 
original by Arnold Belgard for Sol 
M. Wurtzel...Jules Munshin checked 
in at Metro to start work under his 
contract ... George 
Bricker completed his script on 
“The Pitfall” for Sam Bischoff and 
started work on “Outpost in Moroc- 
co”...Steve Cochran assigned by 
Samuel Goldwyn to the heavy lead 
|in the Danny Kaye starrer, “That's 
| Life”. .Fred Jackman, Jr., slated as 
head cameraman on “The Straw- 
| berry Roan,” Gene Autry starrer, 
starting this week for Columbia re- 
|lease...Total of seven features in 
| Cinecolor will be in release within 
| three weeks, the highest number in 
| the history of the tinter company. 
Previous peak was two at one time 
...Orson Welles, producer, director, 
star and screen writer on “Macbeth” 
at Republic, whittled the Shakes- 
pearean play down to 74 pages, a 
little more than half the size of the 
average shooting script. Picture 
rolls this week with a 21-day sched- 
ule and a budget “not to exceed 
$700,000” . 

Vincent Price will produce a 
series of educational films based on 
stories behind famous paintings, 
starting with Rembrandt’s “The 
Night Watch” ... Brian Donlevy 
checked in at Metro to start work 
in “Killer McCoy”... Sam Katz- 
man’s cliffhanger, “The Sea Hound,” 
shifted from Catalina Island to Iver- 
son’s Ranch 

















$30,000,000 IN TINTED OATERS 


RKO Boosting Its Indie Producers 
To 12 Via Use of Disney Studio Space 


+ Hampered by 


cramped _— studio 
space, RKO will boost its number of 
indie productions to an even dozen 
Re- 
also 


or so during the coming season. 


Strictions on facilities have 
started discussions between RKO 
and Roy Disney, business manager 
of Walt Disney Productions, towards 
partial tenancy of the latter’s studio 
for a number of pix. With 36 or so 
films planned for its 1947-48 release 
program, company biggies figure on 
double-barrelled action to fill the 
lineup. 

RKO wants to make 
and “Miracle of 
Disney lot. Since Disney uses his 
stage space only two months in the 
year, RKO figures it can knock out 
both pix in the 10-month period 
available to it, Disney studio has 
one complete stage and the struc- 
tural steel up on another. Dozens 
of producers are fighting for the 
available space, Roy Disney said last 
week, but RKO has the inside track 
as distrib of the Disney films. 

Company, moreover, has now 
lined up the largest number of indie 
productions which it will handle in 
its history. That move is chiefly 
sparked by the fact that RKO can- 
not expand in its immediate studio 
neighborhood since no unimproved 
acreage is available. Problem has 
been further complicated by sky- 
high costs of materials which makes 
the building of an annex impractic- 
able at the present time. 

Surprisingly enough, although 
widely known as the top distrib of 
indie product (United Artists ex- 
cepted), company only handled four 
outside pix during the year ending 
this month. Those were Samuel 
Goldwyn’s “Best Years”; Disney’s 
“Song of the South”; Liberty Films’ 
“It's a Wonderful Life’; aad Sol 
Lesser’s “Tarzan and the Huntress.” 

As things now shape, Goldwyn 
may drop three pix next year in the 
RKO hopper. They are “ The Secret 
Life of Walter Mitty” and “That’s 
Life,’ both Danny Kaye sstarrers, 
and “The Bishop’s Wife.” Argosy 
Pictures (Merian Cooper-John Ford 
outfit), has two blueprinted, “The 
Fugitive” and “Mr. Joseph Young of 
Africa.” Then there are several al- 
ready in the can for Disney and “The 
Long Night” which the Hakim Bros. 
has ready for Boston preeming this 
month. 

Robert Riskin’s “Magic Town,” 
new James Stewart vehicle, is also 
on the lineup as is at least one pic 
from Independent Artists (Rosalind 
Russell-Fred Brisson outfit). Added 
to these are at least one Tarzan pic 
from Lesser; “Man About Town,” 
which RKO partnered in France 
with Pathe-Cinema; and “The 
Pearl,” turned out in the Churu- 
busco Studios, Mexico. 


ENT. DROPS 10 FLACKS 
IN SUMMER SHUTDOWN 


Hollywood, June 17. 


Enterprise dropped nine members 
of its publicity staff and will release 
another within three weeks, on com- 
pletion of the ballyhoo for “They 
Passed This Way.” 

During the summer shutdown the 
studio flackery will consist of Bill 
Blowitz, director, and two office as- 
sistants. 


Wellman Sues Grant 
For 1606 in Breach 


Los Angeles, June 17, 


William Wellman, film director, 
filed suit for $160,000 in L. A. su- 
perior court against Marshall Grant 


“The “Robe” 
the Bells” on the 








Pictures, Inc., charging breach of 
contract. ‘Ie was signed, Wellman 
declares, to direct “Moonrise” at 


$5,000 a week for 20 weeks, plus 
10% of the profits, but received only 
$40,000. 

Ronald Button, Grant's attorney, 
said the screenplay and art work on 
“Moonrise” have been completed 
but that production facilities and 
release outlet have not been lined 
up thus far. 
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ee : . Directed by WILLI AM D.R 


Screen Play by Arthur Sheekman 


ALL THE BROADWAY BOYS ARE WRITING 


LOVE-LETTERS TO "DEAR RUTH” 


SINCE HER HAPPY N.Y. PARAMOUNT PREMIERE 
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8 Produced by PAUL. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 18, 1947 





L.A. on Light Side Albeit ‘Calcutta’ 
Torrid $51,000 in 2 Spots, ‘Miracle 
Stout 606, 4; ‘Big Way’ Slow 416, 3 





Los Angeles, June 17. * 


Despite five new bills, business is 
on the light side here this session 
with only two of newcomers showing 
strength. “Calcutta” looks big at 
$51,000 in two Paramount theatres 
while “Miracle of 34th St.” is stout 
$60,000 or near in four houses, two 
being smallseaters. 

“Living in Big Way” shapes slow | 
$41,000 in three spots. “Honeymoon” 
is just okay with $29,000 in two loca- | 
tions while “Time Out of Mind” is| 
rated very dull $17,500 in four spots. 

Second frame of “Cheyenne” is 
nice $31,000 or close in three houses. 
“Great Expectations,” which failed 
to live up to hopes in first week, is 
sightine ht $25,500 in second 
stanz: six situations. 

mates for This Week 


Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 50-$1)—)} 
“Time Out of Mind” (U) and “Thun- | 
der Mountain” (RKO). Scant $2,500. | 
Last week, “Stairway Heaven” (U) 








and “Vigilantes Return” (U) (2d| 
wk), $2,600. 
Béverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- | 


Blumenfeld) (824; 65-$1)—“Ramrod” | 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week . 3. iv. .ce:. $631,000 
(Based on 18 meatres) 
ROG BORG occ sc-cctdas $655,000 


(Based on 16 theatres) 








Cheyenne’ Lusty 
32G Paces Philly 


Philadelphia, June 17. 
Biz is holding its own here with 
“Cheyenne,” “Copacabana” 
“Duel in Sun” providing the major 
spark. “Copacabana” is getting the 


benefit of smart exploitation at Stan- | 


ley via press and radio. “Great Ex- 
pectations,” which crix raved over, 
is not too big at Boyd. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (Col) (1,303; 50-94)—“Guilt 


(UA) (3d wk-4 days). Near $2,000.’ Janet Ames” (Col) (2d wk). Dipping 


Last week, $3,400. 
Carthay Circle (FWC) 
$1)—“Great Expectations” 


(1,518; 50- 
(U) (2d! 


| badly to $8,000. Last week, nice $14,- 
500. 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (700; 90-$1.80) 


wk). Good $5,000. Last week, solid|_‘“pest Years” (RKO) (ilth wk). 


$9,000. 


Getting fairish $8,500. Last week, 


Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 50- | $9,000. 


$1)—“Miracle 34th St.” (20th). Nice | 
$15,000. Last week, “Moss Rose” 
(20th) (2d wk), $7,900. 

Downtown (WB) 
“Cheyenne” (WB) (2d wk). About| 
$12,000. Last week, not up to hopes | 
but still stout $21,400. 

Downtown -Music Hall 
feld) (872; 55-$1)—‘Ramrod” (UA) 


.| Thumbs 
(Blumen |show headed by Dean Martin and 


Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—“Great 


| Expectations” (U). Not up to hopes 
(1,800; 50-$1)— | With $21,000 despite terrific 

yee: j Last week, “Dishonored Lady” (UA), 
n.s.h. $14,000 in second session. 


press. 


Earle (WB) (2,760; 50-94)—“Devil 
Ride” (RKO) with stage 


(3d wk-4 days). Only $5,000. Tae! Jerry Lewis. Fair $17,000. Last week, 


week, oke $10,100. 


|“Big Town” 


(Par) with Vaughn 


Egyptian (FWC) (1,538: 50-$1)— | Monroe orch, nice $26,000 but ’way 


“Living in Big Way” (M-G), Fair | 


$11,000. Last week, “Undercover | 
Maisfe” (M-G) and “Brother Talks | 
Horses” (M-G) (2d wk-4 days), slim 
$4,100. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 50-$1)—“Time | 
Out of Mind” (U) and “Thunder 
Mountain” (RKO). Slow $3,500. Last 
week, “Stairway Heaven” (U) and) 
“Vigilantes Return” (U) (2d wk),! 
neat $3,200. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; $1.20)—| 
“This Happy Breed” (U) (3d. wk). 
Good $5,000 or over. Last week, 
smooth $6,000. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 50-$1)— 
“Great Waltz” (M-G) (reissue) (3d 
a $6,000. Last week, strong 


$8.500. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 50-$1)—“Great 
Expectations” (U) (24 wk). Down 
to $3,000. Last week, modest $5,000. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blimenfeld) (956: 
50-$1)—“Ramrod” (UA) (3d wk-4 
$3 300 Only $2,000. Last week, light 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)— 
“Cheyenne” (WB) (2d wk). Oke 
$10,000 or near. Last week, good 
$16.700 but not up to hopes. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 50-85)—“Ramrod” (UA) | 
(3d wk-4 days). Just $1,500. Last 
week, light $2,700. : 

Iris (FWC) (828; 50-85)—“Great 
Exvectations” (U) (2d wk). Only 
$3.000. Last week, slow $5.400. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)— 
“Children Paradise” (Indie) (2d wk). 
py $2,000. Last week, good 


Loew State (Loew-WC) (2,404; 50- 
$1)—“Miracle 34th St.” (20th) and 
“Her Sister’s Secret” (PRC). Nifty 
$24,000.. Last week, “Moss Rose” 
(20th) and “Little Mr. Jim” (M-G) 
(2d wk), $14,200. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097: 
50-$1)—“Living Big Way” (M-G). 
Fair $18,000. Last week, “Under- 
cover Maisie” .(M-G) and “Brother 
Talks Horses” (M-G) (2d wk-4 
days), $8,100. 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248; 50-$1)— 
“Miracle 34th St.” (20th). Tall $10,- 
000. Last week, “Moss Rose” (20th) 
(2d wk), nice $5,500. 

Marcal (G&S) (900; 90-$1.80)— 
“Henry V” (UA) (2d wk). Steady 
$7.000. Last week, good $7,600. 

Orpheum (D’'town-WC) (2.210: 50- 
$1)—“Time of Mind” (U) and 
“Thunder Mountain” (RKO). Faint 
$8,500. Last week, “Stairway 
Heaven” (U) and “Vigilantes Re-. 
turn” (U) (2d wk), fair $8,100. 

Palace (D’town) (1,237; 50-$1)~— 
“Moss Rose” (20th) (m.o.) and “Twi- 
light Rio Grande” (Rep). Okay 
$4,500. Last week, “Duel in Sun” 
(SRO) (2d wk-9 days), good $10,200. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 50-$1)—)| 
“Honeymoon” (RKO) and 
Tracy’s Dilemma” (RKO). 
$14,000. Last week, 
Daughter” (RKO) (5th wk) and 
“Millerson Case” (Col) (4th wk), 
brisk $10,800. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 50-$1)— 
“Calcutta” (Par). and “Fear in 
Night” (Par), Great $33.000. Last 








“Dick 
Mild 
“Farmer's 


(on Ticket” 


below Vaughn’s previous appearance 
which set house record. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 90-$1.25)—“Duel 
in Sun” (SRO) (3d wk). Holding up 
nicely at $24,000. Last week, socko 
$33,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
—“High Barbaree” (M-G) (2d wk). 


'Good $20,000. Last week, husky 


$26,000. 


Kariton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) | 


—“Yearling” (M-G) (4th wk). Fine 
$14,000. Last week, trim $18,000. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94)— 
“Farmer’s Daughter’ (RKO) (2d 
run) (2d wk). So-so $6,500. Last 
week, okay $8,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-94)— 
“Cheyenne” (WB). Sweet $28,500 
plus extra $3,500 for one-day stand 
at Earle, Sunday. Last week, “Car- 
rolls’ (WB), only $15,500 for sec- 
ond stanza. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94)—“Co- 

acabana” (UA). Heading for good 

24,500. Last week, “Calcutta” (Par) 
bowed out with pale $15,000 for third 
round. 

Stanten (WB) (1,475; 50-94)—“Sea 
Hawk” (WB) and “Sea Wolf” (WB) 


| (reissues) (2d wk). Dipped to me- 


diocre $8,500 after superb $16,500 


‘last week. 





week, “Suddenly Spring” (Par) and 
“Seven Were Saved” (Par) (2d wk), 
okay $13,700. 


Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
451; 50-$1)—“Calcutta” (Par). Fancy 
$18,000. Last week, “Suddenly 
Spring” (Par) (2d wk) neat $10,400. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 50- 
80)—“‘Honeymoon” (RKO) and “Dick 
Tracy’s Dilemma” (RKO). Fair 
$15,000. Last week, “Farmer’s Daugh- 
ter’ (RKO) (5th wk) and “Miller- 


/son Case” (Col) (4th wk), fine 
$11,300. : 
Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 50-$1)—‘Ex- 


pectations” (U) (2d wk). 
$4,500. Last week, light $7,700. 
Studio City (FWC) (880; 50-$1)— 
“Expectations” (U) (2d wk). Only 
$3.000 after $5,200 last week. 
United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100; 50- 
$1)—“Expectations” (U) and “Three 
(PRC) (2d wk). Down 
to $7,000. Last week, only $13,000. 


Slow 


Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 50-$1)— 
“Miracle 34th St.” (20th). Stout 
$11,000. Last week, “Moss Rose” 


(20th) (2d wk), fair $5,000. 


Vogue (FWC) (885; 50-$1)—“Time | 


Out of Mind” (U) and “Thunder 
Mountain” (RKO). Weak $3,000. Last 
week, “Stairway Heaven” (U) and 
“Vigilantes Return” (U) (2d wk). 


okay $3,300. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2.296: 50-$1)— 
“Living Big Way” (M-G). Okay 
$12,000. Last week, 


Maisie” (M-G) and “Brother Talks 


Horses” (M-G) (2d wk-4 days), 
slim $4,000. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 50-$1)— 
“Cheyenne” (WB) (2d wk). Near 


$9.000. Last week, below hopes but, $15,000 for this stage of run. Last | “Red House” 


still neat $15,000. 


and | 


“Undercover | 


Duel’ Huge $35,000, K.C.; 
‘Honeymoon’ Robust 146 


Kansas City, June 17., 

Takings are heavier at film wick- 
ets this week, mostly due to “Duel 
in Sun” upbeat at the Midland. Film 
is in at upped prices with a $1.20 top. 
“Duel” may top $35,000, biggest coin 
here since “Gone With the Wind. 
“Honeymoon” at the Orpheum and 
“Happened on Fifth Avenue” at the 
Fox, both are having good weeks. 
“Cheyenne” at the Newman, on hold- 
over, is okay. 

Estimates for This Week 
Esquire (Fox-Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—“Kit Carson” (PRC) and “Last 
of the Mohicans” (PRC) (reissues) 
(24 wk). Fair $3,500. Last week, 
$5,500. > 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 65)-—‘An- 
gel and Sinner” (Indie). Trim $4,000. 
Last week, “I Met a Murderer” (In- 
die), sad $1,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 90-$1.20) 
—“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Opened to 
steady traffic, and looks to hit huge 
$35,000 and possibly new record here. 
Last week, “Copacabana” (UA) and 
“The Millerson Case” (Col), over 
average $15,000. 

pean (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Cheyenne” (WB) (2d wk). Okay 
$10,000. Last week, sturdy $16,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,100; 45-65)— 
“Honeymoon” (RKO) and “Dick 
Tracy’s Dilemma” (RKO). Nice 
$14,000 and probably will hold. Last 
week, “Carrolls’ (WB) and “Big 
Town” (Par) (2d wk), solid $10,000. 

Tower-Uptown-Fairway (Fox Mid- 
west) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65)— 
“Happened on Fifth Ave.” (Mono). 
All right -at $16,000. Last week, 
“Smash-Up” (U), $15,000. 


‘Barbaree Fancy 
$12,500 in Indpls. 


Indianapolis, June 17. 
Film biz is getting a better break 
from the weather this week, with 
less rain than usual, but business at 
deluxers still is coasting at moder- 
ate level. Leaders are “Two Mrs. 
Carrolls” at Indiana and “High Bar- 
baree” at Loew’s each running close 
to $12,000. “Love and Learn” at 
| Circle and “That’s My Man” at Lyric 
are fair. 
Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 40- 
60)—“Love and Learn” (WB) and 
“Decoy” (Mono). Average $10,000. 
Last week, “Trail Street” (RKO) 
and “Blind Spot” (RKO), $9,000. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 40- 
60)—“Carrolls” (WB) and “Winter 
Wonderland” (Rep). Sturdy $12,000. 





Last week, “Homestretch” (20th). 
Extra good $13,500. 

Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 40-60)— 
“Homestretch” (20th) (m.o.). Oke 
$6,000. Last week, “Calcutta” (Par) 
and “Beat Band” (RKO) (m.o.), 
$5,000. 


Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 40-60)— 
“High Barbaree” (M-G) and “Miller- 
son Case” (Col). Nice $12,500. Last 
week, “Yearling” (M-G) (2d wk), 
dandy $10,000. ‘ 

Lyric (K-D) (1,600; 40-60)—“That’s 
My Man” (Rep)) and “Calendar 
Girl” (Rep). Nice $7,000 or over. 
Last week, “Bedelia” (E-L) and 
“Joke Son” (E-L); $6,000. 


Wash. Way Off Albeit 
‘Privates’ -Vaude $21,000; 
‘Honeymoon’ Modest 146 


Washington, June 17. 
General pace on town’s main 
stem is dullest in weeks, with flurry 
of new features doing tittle to hypo 
biz. Combo of heat and rain, both 
in large doses, is taking its toll, with 
no real champ to brighten the pic- 
ture. “Honeymoon,” at RKO Keith's, 
looks disappointing. “Cheyenne,” at 
the Earle, looms only fairish. “Buck 
Privates Come Home” with vaude, 
is fairly good at the Capitol, 
Est mates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew’s) (3,434; 44-80)— 
“Buck Privates Come Home” (U) 
with vaude. Okay 
week, “Homestretch” (20th), 
| $26,000. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-70)— 
'“High Barbaree” (M-G) (2d run). 
| Nice $9,000. Last week, “Alexander's 








| Ragtime Band” (20th) (reissue), 
| $8,000 

| Earle (WB) (2,154; 44-85)— 
“Cheyenne” (WB). So-so $18,000. | 


Last week. “Carrolls” (WB) (2d wk}, 
| fine $14,000. 
Hippodrome (Lust) (365; 44-85)— 
| “Rembrandt” (UA) (reissue). Nice 

$3,000. Last week, “Ange! and Sin- 
jner” (Indie) (2d wk), down to $2.500. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,838; 
| “Honeymoon” - (RKO). 


A bit slug- 


_gish at $14,000. Last week, “Egg and | 


I” (U) (4th wk), big $12,000. 


“Smash-Up” (U). Modest $12,000. 
Last week, “Farmer’s Daughter” 
| (RKO) (2d wk). solid $13,000. 
Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 90-$1.25)— 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (4th wk). Fast 


i week, big $23,000. 


$21,000. Last, 
good | 


44-80)— | 


Miracle’ Huge 376, 


‘Yearling’ Hot 576, 
2 Spots, Pace Hub Upbeat; ‘Rose’ 296 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total, Gross 
This Week. ......... $2,730,000 - 
(Based on 20 cities, 197 thea> 
tres, chiefly frst runs, including 
‘Se 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Wear ...-ccccs. $3,031,500 
(Based on 23 cities, 197 theatres) 


Duel New Record 


In Cleve., $36,000 


Cleveland, June 17. 

“Duel in Sun” is cracking all Still- 
man records for the last 25 years, 
with terrific $36,000 this week. It’s 
passing marks set by “Gone With 
Wind” and “Going My Way.” An- 
other click is “Cheyenne,” at Hipp, 
and likely ‘holds. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)—“Egg 
and I” (U). Fifth week still a smash 
at $14,000, with about same amount 
for fourth stanza. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70) — 
“Cheyenne” (WB). Excellent $22,500. 
Last’ week, “Carrolls”’ (WB)° (2d 
wk), very good $14,500. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70) — 
“Carrolls” (WB) (m.o.). Great $4,000, 
and holding. Last week, “Framed” 








(Col) (m.o.), nice $3,000 for third 
frame. } 
Lower Mall (Community) (570; 


55-70)—“Happy Breed” (U). Opened 
Monday (16) following nine days of 
“Citizen Saint’ (Indie), which was 


weak $3,500. 
Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200; 55-70) — 
“Calcutta” (Par) (m.o.). Strong 


$10,000. Last week, “Great Waltz” 
(M-G) (reissue) (m.o.). extra-satis- 
factory $6,800 on third lap. 

Palace (RKO) (3,000; 95)—“Hon- 
eymoon” (RKO). Just oke $14,000. 
Last week, “Odd Man Out” (U), 
ditto. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-70) — 
“Copacabana” (UA). Ordinary $15,- 
000. Last .week, “Calcutta” (Par), 
sock $23,500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 90-$1.25) 
—“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Record- 
setting $36,000, averaging nearly 
four sellouts daily in first four days, 
and standees every night. Last week, 
“High .Barbaree” (M-G) (m.0.), 
smart $9,000 at regular scale. 


‘Carrolls’ $19,000, ‘Ruth’ 
1036, Best Denver Bets 


Denver, June 17. 

Even though biz was cut down by 
fine weekend weather, five pictures 
are holding over this session because 
they’re doing well. “Two Mrs. Car- 
rolls” is landing the most coin, day- 
dating in two houses. “Dear Ruth” 
shapes as a good entry at the Den- 
ham. 





Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin -(Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Stairway to Heaven” (U) (2d wk). 
Good $4,500. Last week, fime $6,000. 

Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
—‘“Little Mister Jim” (M-G) and 
“Boom Town” (M-G) (reissue). Fine 
$7,500. Holds. Last week, “Tarzan and 
Huntress” (RKO) and “Likely Story” 
(RKO) (2d wk), $4,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-74)— 
“Dear Ruth” (Par). Good $10,500 and 
holding. Last week, “Blaze of Noon” 
(Par) (2d wk) and “Fear in Night” 
(Par), only $6,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)—“Car- 
rolls” (WB) and “Backlash” (20th), 
day-date with Webber. Trim $16,000. 
Last week, “Red Hesse” (UA) and 
“Calendar Girl’ (Rep), only $11,000. 





Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—“Ege 
and I” (U) (3d wk). Also Para- 
mount. Good $3,000. Holds again. 
Last week, fine $5,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Honeymoon” (RKO) and “Dick 
|Tracey’s Dilemma” (RKO). Fairly 
| good $14,000. Las&week, “High Bar- 
baree” (M-G) and “Banjo” (RKO), 
' $15,000. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
| “Egg and I” (U) (2d wk). Also Es- 
quire. Nice $9,500. Stays over. Last 
| week fine $13,000. 
|. Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Cap- 
|tain Caution” (FC) and 
| Fury” (FC). Fine $4,500. Last week, 
“Cheyenne” (WB) and “Jewels Bran- 
denburg” (20th) (m.o.), $3,000. 
| Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74)—“Way 
| With Women” 
Sad $3,000. Last 
week, “Odd Man Out” (U) and “Love 
of Rusty” (Col), fair $7,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Car- 
rolls’ (WB) and “Backlash” (20th). 
Also Denver. Oke $3,000. Last week, 





“Captain | 


i (WB) and “ 
Metropolitan (WB) (1,153; 44-70)— | Bill Rides” (SG). ) and “Buffalo 


(UA) and “Calendar | 
'Girl” (Rep), $2,000. 


eo Boston, June 17, 


Smash product in three houses ig 
hypoing biz back to the good old 
days proving that trade is here when 
the product is. “The Yearling,” day- 
date at the two Loew spots, is wow. 
“Miracle on 3th Street,” terrific at 
the Met, is giving the house best 
total in weeks. “Moss Rose,” day- 
date’ at the Par-Fen, looks big. 
“Honeymoon” at the Memorial 
shapes as moderate. “Carnegie Hall” 
opened tonight (Tues.) at the Es- 
quire on roadshow run. 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-80)— 
“Buck Privates Home” (U) and 
“Michigan Kid” (U). So-so $20,000. 
Last week, “Best Years’ (RKO), 


third week at pop prices, nice 


Center (E. M. Loew) (1,500; 40-80) 
—“Discovery” (Indie) and “Vacation 
Days” (Mono). Opened on preem 
basis for charity; first 6 days hit 
sturdy $12,000. Last week, subse- 
quent-runs. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,100; 40-65)— 
“Stairway Heaven” (U) (4th wk). 
Fine $3,500 after $4,800 last. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80)— 
“Moss Rose” (20th) and “Sport of 
Kings” (Indie). Nice $11,000. Last 
week, “Dishonored Lady” (UA) and 


“Sarge Goes to College’ (Mono), 
$10,500. 

Kenmore (Indie) (900; 40-65)— 
“Barber Seville’ (Indie) (2d wk). 


Holding up to good $3,500 after big 
$5,400 first. 

Majestic (Indie) (1,500; 40-74)— 
“Framed” (Col) and “Yankee Fakir” 
(Rep) (2d wk). Okay $5,000 after 
good $7,500 in first. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-80)— 
“Honeymoon” (RKO) and “Brasher 
Doubloon” (20th). Moderate $24,000, 
Last week, “Egg and I” (U) (3d wk), 
$21,000. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-80) 
—‘Miracle 34th St.” (20th) and 
“Vance Returns” (PRC). Biggest 
draw in months at sock $37,000 or 
higher, Last week, “Calcutta” (Par) 
wa Story” (RKO) (2d wk), 


Old South (Siritzky) (700; 40-80) 
—‘Red Head” (Indie) and “Beloved 
Vagabond” (Indie). Slow $3,000. 
Last week, “Man’s Hope” (Indie) 
and “Extenuating Circumstances” 
(Indie), $2,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 40-80)— 
“Yearling” (M-G). Huge $36,000, 
and holds again. Last week, “Red 
House” (UA) and “Undercover 
Maisie” (M-G), $25,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80)— 
“Moss. Rose” (20th) and “Sport 
Kings” (Indie). Staunch $18,000. 
Last week, “Dishonored Lady” (UA) 
and “Sarge College” (Mono), $16,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; -80)— 
“Yearling” (M-G). Hit jackpot at 
$21,000 and stays. 
House” (UA) and 
Maisie” (M-G), $12,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 40-74) 
—‘“Framed” (Col) and “Yankee 
Fakir” (Rep) (2d wk), Trim $4,000 
after nice $5,800 first. 


Tram Strike Bops St. L.; 
Ruth’ Mild at $13,000, 
‘Sinbad’ 136, ‘Avenue’ 156 


; St. Louis, June 17.- 

The big houses are suffering a 
terrific slump currently because of 
unexpected strike last Friday (13) 
of 3,500 employees of St. Louis Pub- 
lic Service Co., that operates all 
electric street cars and buses here. 
All grosses are’ far below average 
and will not pick up until the strike 
is settled. Nabes are garnering a 
rich harvest. 

Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75)— 
“Sinbad Sailor” (RKO) and “‘Banjo” 
(RKO). Off to $13,000. Last week, 
“Homestretch” (20th) and “Jewels 
Brandenburg” (20th), $15,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“Hap- 
pened on Fifth Ave.” (Mono) and 
“Guilty” (Mono). - Mild $15,000, Last 
week, “Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) 
and “Child of Divorce” (RKO), sad 
$10,000, but badly hit by strike. 

a Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 

Dishonored Lady” (UA) and “Fun 
on Weekend” (UA). Thin $12,000. 
Last week, “Johnny O'Clock” (Col) 
and “Blondie’s Holiday” (Col), 


$16,000. 
(F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 


“Undercover 





Missouri 
“Bedelia” (PRC) and “Lost Honey- 
moon” (PRC). Sad $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Carrolls” (WB). M.o. and 
“That’s My Man” (Rep) (2d run), 
$10,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
|“Return Monte Cristo” (Col) and 
Singing in Corn” (Col). Way down 
to dull $4,000. Last week, “High 
Barbaree” (M-G) and Brother 
Talks Horses” (M-G), $9,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
“Dear Ruth” (Par) and “Jungle 
Fight” (Par). Modest $13,000. Last 
week, “Calcutta” (Par) and “Big 
'Town” (Par) (4th wk), $6,000. 
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Wednesday, June 18, 1947 


‘Miracle’ Hits Chi Jackpot, Giant 
$5,000; ‘Copa’-Vaude Rousing 456, 
‘Apley’ Hot 206, ‘Honeymoon’ Fair 216 





Chicago, June 17. * 


Woods is hitting the jackpot again 
this week with smash $30,000 with 
“Miracle on 34th st.” Two other 
newcomers, “Copacabana,” with 
vaude, at Oriental, and “Honey- 
moon,” at the Palace, are not ex- 
pected to do nearly as well. “Copa- 
cabana” may hit sturdy $45,000 and 
“Honeymoon” looks fair $21,000. 


“Jolson Story,” now in 25th week | ae 


at Apollo, while fading fast at esti- 
mated $10,000 still should hold long 
enough to mark up longest run for 
any film here this year. “Duel” at 
State-Lake fell from $40,000 to $33,- 
000 for current week, fifth frame. 
“George Apley” is healthy $20,000 
at United Artists. “Great Waltz” at 
World Playhouse is showing surpris- 
ing strength at $5,200 for 587-seat 


house. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 95)—‘Jol- 
s0n PStory” (Col) (25th wk). Still 
holding but signs of fading rapidly 
now in evidence with $10,000. Last 
week, $11,000. ; a 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; \— 
“Framed” (Col) with Billy De- 
Wolfe heading stage show (2d wk). 
Stalwart $55,000. Last week, big 
$67,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 95)—‘Cal- 
cutta” (Par) (m.o.) (3d wk). Was 
two weeks at Chicago before com- 
ing here, moderate $10,000. Last 
week, $11,800. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 95)—“Egg 
and I” (U) (3d wk). Keeping lone 
vigil in Loop for film after bill leav- 
ing Palace last week where it was 
being played day-date with Grand. 
Strong $22,000. Last week, big $26,- 
000. ; 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 95)— 
“Copacabana” (UA) with stage show 
headed by Jayne Walton _looks 
sturdy $45,000. Last week, “Dillin- 





er” (Mono) with vaude (2d wk), Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 
35,000. 40-60)—“Moss Rose” (20th) and 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95)—/| “Winter Wonderland” (Rep). Okay 

“Honeymoon” (RKO) and “Dick / $13,000. Last week, “Honeymoon” 

Tracy’s Dilemma” (RKO).  Fair| (RKO) and “Likely Story” (RKO), 

$21,000. Last week, “Egg and I” | $14 000. 

(U) (2d wk), solid $34.000. | Scoop (Louisville theatres) (700; 
Rialto (Indie) (1,700: 65-95)— | 96-31)—“Heldorado” (Rep). Mod- 


“Dillinger” (Mono) (m.o.) and “Vio-| erate $2,500. Last week, “Born to 


lence” (Mono). Robust $17,000. Last | 
week, “Dead End” (FC) and “Jungle 


Book” (FC) (1 wk) (reissues), $14,- 
000. - 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 95)— 
“Carrolls” (WB) (4th wk). Down 


+ Aenea Last week, rugged $15,- 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700: $1-$1.50) 
—‘Duel in Sun” (SRO) (5th wh). 
Final week looks neat $35,000. Last 
week. Stout $40,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 95) 
—“George Apley” (20th). Healthy 
‘$20,000. Last week, “Sea of Grass” 
(M-G) (3d wk), $16,500. 

Woods (Essanéss) (1.200; 95)— 
“Miracle on 34th St.” (20th). Smash 
$25'000. Last week,. “Best Years’”’ 
(RKO) (25th wk), $17,000. 

World (Playhouse) (Indie) (587: 
75)—“Great Waltz” (M-G) (reissue). 
Very fancv $5,200. Last week. “Car- 
men” (Indie) (5th wk). $3,500. 


Fresh Pix Help Cincy; 
‘Carrols’ 166, ‘Framed’ 
14G, ‘Cheyenne’ 156, Big 


Cincinnati, June 17. 
Only one major house has holdover 
‘product this round and biz generally 
Is on upbeat for second straight 
week. New bills are headed by “Two 
Mrs. Carrolls,” with “Framed” and 
Cheyenne” neck and neck for sec- 





‘Expectations’ 156 


the State and topping an otherwise | 
dull week at downtown houses whetfe | 


Home” at the National luring some 
biz. 


sues), $2,500. 


—‘Favorite 
“Way With Women” 
$3,100, 
Brooklyn” 


40-60)—“Wild Bill 


(WB) and “Shadow of Woman” 
(WB) (reissues). Fine $7,000. Last 
week, “Carrolls’ (WB) (2d wk), 
$5,000. 


—“Buck Privates Home” (U). Sturdy 
$9,500. 





ond money. All three are above 
summer par. “Repeat Performance,” 
uffed by press and radio campaigns, 
is fairly good. “Time Out of Mind’ 
1S Only fairish. 

Estimates for This Week 
uftlbee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75)— 
Framed” (Col). All right $14,000. 
Last week, “Calcutta” (Par), big 


$18,000 
(RKO) (2,000; 50-75)— 


a Capitol 
Two Mrs. Carrolls” (WB). Topping 


the town at big $16,000. Holds. Last 
37505 “Yearling” (M-G) (3d wk), 


Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)—“Re- 
Peat Performance” (E-L). Hypoed 
PL press and radio campaigns. 

easing $9,000. Last week, “Tarzan 
and Huntress” (RKO), $9,500. 
on (UP) (1,542; 50-75)—“Time 
_— of Mind” (U), Fairish $7,500. 

St week, “Odd Man Out” (U) (2d 
wk), Okay $8,000. ‘ 

(2,600; 50-75)— 


rm Palace (RKO) 
heyenne” (WB). Okay $15,000 or 
Last week, “Love and Learn” 


Near, 
(WB), $12,000. 
(RKO) (2,100; 50-75)— 
Favorable 


7 Shubert 
Calcutta” 
$6.00. “Honeymoon” 


t gpde ggg 
s week, 
(RKO) (m.o.), $4,500, 


Floods Nip B.O. 


St. Louis, June 17. 

Theatres in a number of Mis- 
souri, Illinois and Iowa towns. 
are taking a b.o. beating due to 
flooded conditions of communi- 
ties occasioned by the rise of the 
Mississippi and other ‘rivers in 
the three states. 

Many towns have been evac- 
uated. 











= soto 


Lusty L'ville Ace 


3 Louisville, June 17. 
“Great Expectations” is robust at 


business is off because of summer 
weather. “Buck Privates Come 


Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,200; 40-60)—“‘Tarzan & Huntress” 
(RKO) and “Code of West” (RKO) 
(m.o.). Looks good $4,000. Last 
week, “Magnificent Obsession” (U) 
and “100 Men and Girl” (U) (reis- 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
Brunette” (Par) and 

(WB). Fair 
“Happened in 
and ‘“Pursued” 


Last week, 
(M-G) 
(WB), $3,400. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
Hickok Rides” 


National (Standard) (2,400; 40-60) 


Last week, “Time Out of 
Mind” (U). slim $3,500. 


Speed” (PRC), $2,300. 

State (Loew’s)  .(3,300; 
“Great Expectations” (U) and 
“Millerson Case” (Col). British film 
is best of local crop currently at 
hefty $15,000. Last week, “Yearling” 
(M-G) $19,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400: 
40-60) — “Sweetheart Sigma Chi” 
(Mono) and “Bringing Up Father” 
(Mono). Slender $4,500. Last week, 
“Tarzan and Huntress’ (RKO) and 
“Code of West’ (RKO), solid $8,000. 


‘Duel’ Tops Dull Buff., 
Sock 256; ‘Cheyenne’ 
15G, ‘Homestretch’ 146 


Buffalo, June 17. 

Biz is way off this week but “Duel 
in Sun” is sock at the Hipp. 
Only other passably good film is 
“Cheyenne” at the Lakes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) — 
“Homestretch” (20th) and “Violence” 
(Mono). Good $14,000. Last week, 
“Sea Hawk” (WB) and “Sea Wolf” 
(WB) (reissues), $13,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) 


40-60)— 





—“Cheyenne” (WB). Nice $15,000. 
Last week, “Calcutta” (Par) (2d 
wk), okay $10,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 90-$1.25) — 


“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Sock $25,000, 
unheard of here. Last week, “High 
Barbaree” (M-G) and “Mister Jim” 
(M-G) (m.o.), only $8,500 at 40c.-70c. 
scale. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,100: 40-70)— 
“Corpse Came C.O.D.” (Col) and 
“For Love of Rusty” (Col). Thin 
$9.000. Last week. “Egg and I” (U) 
(4th wk), fine $10,400. 

Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—“Cal- 
cutta” (Par) (m.o.). Neat $4,000. Last 
week, “Texas” (Col) and “Arizona” 
(Col) (réiesues), same. 

Twentieth Century (20th Cent.) 
(3,000: 40-70) —‘‘Honeymoon” (RKO) 
and “Devil on Wheels” (PRC) (2d 
wk). Mild $6,000 in 5 days. Last 
week, trim $15,000. 


Bendix, Raft Co-Star 


Hollywood, June 17. 
RKO signed William Bendix to 
co-star with George Raft in “Race 
Street,” slated for late summer film- 
ing, with Edwin Marin directing. 
Troupe goes to New York in Au- 
gust for three weeks of location 





‘Duel’ Fancy at $40,000, 
Miracle’ Colossal 176, 
Leaders in Mild Pitt 


Pittsburgh, June 17. 

Big noises this week are “Duel in 
the Sun,” playing Penn at advanced 
prices, not too spectacular for upped 
scale, and “Miracle on 34th Street,” 
big at Harris and should build 
steadily on a of reviews and 
word of mouth. Reissue of Al Jol- 
son’s “Go Into Your Dance,” paired 
with James Melton oldie, “Sing Me 
A Love Song,” is flopping badly at 
Stanley. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 

“Boomerang” (20th) (2d wk). Con- 


good $6,500. Last week, $12,500. 

Harris (Harris) 
“Miracle 34th St.” (20th). Had a 
good campaign, couldn't ask for bet- 
ter reviews and weekend mob all 
went out raving over this. Looks 
Ames 


Last week, “Guilt Janet 


(Col), only $7,000. 


crix. Will get close to $40,000, big 
but not huge at advanced scale. 
Holds. Last week, second of “Year- 
ling” (M-G), strong $16,000. 

Ritz (Loew’s) (800; 40-70)—“Year- 
ling” (M-G) (m.o.). Best session in 
some time at strong $3,500. Last 
week, “Chase” (UA), $2,000. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 40-70)— 
“Undercover Maisie’ (M-G) and 
“Little Mr. Jim” (M-G). Isn’t doing 
badly at $3,000. Last week, “Mag- 
nificent Obsession” (U) and “I Stole 
A Million” (U) (reissues), $3,500. 

Staniey (WB) (3,800; 40-70)—“Go 
Into Dance” (WB) and “Sing Love 
Song” (WB) (reissues). Looks like 
“Jolson Story” isn’t going to do a 
lot for Jolson’s oldies. Slim in this 
bill, $8,500, brutal. Last week, “Car- 
rolls’ (WB) (2d wk), $11,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-70) — 
“Tarzan and Huntress” (RKO). Fair 
enough $8,000. Last week, ‘““Honey- 
moon” (RKO) (2d wk), yanked after 
5 days with only $4,000. 


‘Orleans’ Oke 146 





San Francisco, June 17. 
Oakland transportation strike, halt- 
ing tram service over Gate bridge, 
and balmy weather are taking a fall 
out of biz here this stanza. Result is 
that some theatres are off 50%. City 


hurts. Of the new entrants, com- 
paratively the best showing is being 
made by “New Orleans,” with a good 
week at the small United Artists. 
“Copacabana,” which is getting the 
same amount of coin, is on disap- 
pointing side at the larger Orpheum. 
Same is true: of “Happened on Fifth 
Ave.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Happy Breed” (U) (8th wk). Up to 
$2,100. Last week, excellent $1,900. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—“High 
Barbaree” (M-G) (2d wk). Thin 
$13,000. Last week, fair $21,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 65-$1) 
—‘“Betty Co-Ed” (Col) plus vaude 
headed by John Calvert. Limp $15,- 
000. Last week, “Born to Kill” 
(RKO) plus vaude headed by Jane 
Russell and Harvey Stone, $27,000. 

Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Nuremberg Trials” (Indie). Dull 
$1,900. Last week, “Lucrezia Borgia” 
(Indie) (2d wk), colorless $1,700. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448: 55- 
85)—“Copacabana” (UA). Not so 
good at $14,000. Last week, “Framed” 
(Col) (2d wk), $11,500, . 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Cheyenne” (WB) (2d wk). Down to 
$15,000. Last week, excellent $25,000. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350; 60-85) 
—“Thief Bagdad” (FC) (3d wk) (re- 
issue). Just $1,600 in 6 days. Last 
week, hearty $2,300. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Dear Ruth” (Par) (2d wk). Oke 
$12.000. Last week, $15,500. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,- 
207; 55-85)—“New Orleans” (UA). 
Good $14,000. Last week, “Road to 
Hollywood” (Indie) and “Second 
Chorus” (Indie) (reissues) (2d wk), 
$12,000. 


85)—““Happened on Fifth Ave.” 
(Mono). Sad $3,500. Last week. 
“Homestretch” (20th) (3d wk) (m.o.), 
, sad $2,500. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656: 60-85)— 
“Happened on Fifth Ave.” (Mono). 
Only $16,500. Last week, “Yearling” 
(M-G) (3d wk), dropped to $14,500. 


_— 











Grosses Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices. however, as indie‘ed, in- 
clude the U.S. amusement tax | 








shooting. 


In Limping Frisco 


United Nations (FWC) (1,149: 60- | 





40-70) —/ the Street. 


(2,200; 40-70) —| 





Heat Dulls N.Y. But ‘Ruth-Como Soc 
1026, Duel Big 226, ‘Miracle -Stage 
1016, 2d; “Sth Ave.’ 186, ‘Affairs’ 166 


Two days of torrid heat in the 
past week will take a toll currently 
at Broadway firstruns. Despite two 
strong newcomers and a pair of 
stout holdovers, the damage done by 
the year’s initial heatwave is being 
reflected at a majority of houses on 
Successive high temper- 
atures for the year last Wednesday 


tinuing favorable word-of-mouth for | and Thursday hit boxoffice take at 


some 10 or more deluxers. 

However, the week is demonstrat- 
ing anew that strong fare or widely 
exploited product will bring in the 
patrons despite the weather or other 
factors. Outstanding in this cate- 


terrific $17,000, and naturally stays. gory are the Paramount, Roxy, Vic- 


toria and Music Hall. 
Par flagship, with the new film, 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 90-$1.25) | “Dear Ruth” and fine stage combo 
—“Duel” (SRO). Extravagant bally- | headed by Perry Como. is hitting a| 
hoo paying off, despite flogging from | hig $102,000 in its first eight days '| 
extra | 
Roxy, with the highly lauded | 


(initial week including an 
day}. 
“Miracle on 34th St.” and balanced 
stage array, will hold close to $101,- 
000 for initial holdover session ended 


last (Tues.) night, which is sock. 


Victoria is finding “Duel in Sun” | 


highly profitable on initial pop scale 
N. Y. run, with a rousing $22,000 in 
sight. This is particularly big in 
view of film’s length and limited 


capacity of house as well as previ-| 


ous four weeks at Capitol and N. Y. 
nabes on upped scale. 

Music Hall still is reaping the re- 
sults of an intelligent ad-publicity 
campaign, with sturdy $122,000 cur- 


fellers) (5,945; 70-$2.40)—“Great Ex- 
pectations” (U) and stageshow (4th 
wk). Still in heavy coin at $122,000 
or thereabouts, and stays fifth ses- 
sion; third sturdy $129,000. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20-$2.40) 
—"“Carnegie Hall” (UA) (7th-final 
wk). Barely getting by at $4,000 or 
| less on blowoff after $5,000 for sixth. 





“Lady Surrenders” (U) opens to- 
|morrow (Thurs.) at pop scale (65- 
| $1.25) on grind policy, noon until 
| midnight. 

| Rialto (Mayer) (594; 35-85)— 
“Brother Talks to Horses” (M-G), 
Opens today (Wed.) after okay 


$6,500 on “Scared to Death” (SG) in 


| week ended last (Tues.) night. In 
|} ahead, “Scarlet St.” (U) and “Bad 
|Man Butte” (U) (reissues), only 
$4,000 in 5 days. 

RvohH (UA-Par) (2.092: 60-$1.25) 


—‘“Happened on Fifth Ave.” (Mono), 
On first week ended yesterday 
| (Tues.) will land around $18,000, far 
from big Holds. In ahead, “Other 


| Love” (UA) (4th wk-6 days), thin 
| $9,000. 
Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 


“Miracle 34th St.” (20th) with Jerry 
Lester, Salici Puppets, Jan August, 
Art Lund, others, on stage (3d wk). 
Second round concluded last (Tues.) 


night was $101,000 or close, great; 
first week hit sock $125,000. Holds, 
| natch! 

| State (Loew's) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
| “Yearling” (M-G) (2d run) plus 
Smith & Dale, 4 Step Bros., Dan 


rently for the British-made “Great | Cumming. Nice pickup over recent 


Expectations.” 

fifth frame. 
Otherwise the new entrants are 

disappointing. 


week at the Rivoli. 


never did get back on its feet. 
Ami” also is on the thin side at the 


Globe with $16.000 or under in pros- | 
combo of 


pect. Gotham’s reissue 
“Drums Along Mohawk” 
“Swanee River” is dull $10,500. 
Although feeling the offish ten- 
dency, “Best Years,” at Astor, still 
is in the chips at $25,000 for cur- 
rent (30th) week. Also on strong 
side is the State with “Yearling” plus 
vaude headed by Smith & Dale and 


and 


| Four Step Bros. Looks to hit $25,000, 
| better than done lately at house. 


is full of holdovers, and this also! 


of “Framed” (Col) okay $12,500. 








Capitol, Strand, Palace and Winter 
Garden are all off from recent ses- 
s10ons. 

“New Orleans” opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.) at the Garden after seven 
fairly nice weeks with “Carnegie 
Hall.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 95-$2.40) 
—‘“Best Years” (RKO) (30th wk). 
Slipping a bit to $25,000 or near; 
29th week was $28,000. Stays on. 

Broadway (UA) (1,895; 70-$1.80) 
—“Henry V” (UA) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing up strongly at $16,500 after 
sturdy $18,000 opener, especially 
fine in view of 46 weeks previously 
played on roadshow basis. Stays on. 

Capitel (Loew’s) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
—‘“High Barbaree” (M-G) with Guy 
Lombardo orch oes stageshow 
(24d wk). Off considerably from first 
stanza which was not so _ good. 
Looks to strike $44,000 or slightly 
better this week; last stanza was 
good $65,000 albeit disappointing 


Film is set to run a| weeks, 
layout held responsible. Nice $25,000 


with both film and stage 


or over, very good in view of condi- 


“Happened on Fifth | tions this stanza. Last week, “Favor- 
Ave.,” despite a big campaign, likely | 
will be only fair at $18,000 in first | 
Film ran into} 
two hot days last Wednesday and | 
Thursday, initial two of run, and} 
“Bel | orch 


ite Brunette” (Par) (2d run) with 
Diosa Costello, others, on _ stage, 
$21,500. 

Strand (WB) (2.756; 75-$1.50)—~ 


“Cheyenne” (WB) and Ted Lewis 
topping stageshow (2d wk), 
Dropping down to $40,000 or near, 


| not so good. First week hit fine 
$53,000 but below expect: ’. Stays 
a third with “Unfaithful 'B) and 
| Vaughn Monroe orch set .» follow, 
| Vietoria (Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20) 


—“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Initial N. Y. 
| pop price run, this is shaping for 
strong $22,000 or near, plenty good 
in view of its four weeks at Cap up 
the street and batch of nabes at 
|}upped scale. Playing to virtual 
capac’ty over weekend, with length 
' of film and limited capacity holding 
| down total take. In ahead, “Jungle 


| Book” (FC) (reissue) (2d wk), 
$11,000. 
| Winter Garden (UA) (1,312: 60- 


| $1.20)—“Carnegie Hall” (UA) (7th- 
final wk). Down to around $16,000 
in finale; sixth was $21,000. “New 
Orleans” (UA) opens bere tomor- 
row (Thurs.). 


HEAT SLOUGHS PROV. 
BUT ‘YEARLING 276 


é Providence, June 17. 
With miserable weather becoming 
a habit hereabouts, a little sunshine 
over the weekend sent grosses tum- 
bling. Enough stayed home to give 
State’s “Yearling” a nice play with 
good prospects for holdover biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 

“Smash-Up” (U) and “Calendar 








and below hopes. Holds only three. 


Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700: 60-! 
$1.25)—-"The Web” (U) (3d-final | 
wk). Also on the downbeat with 


moderate $23,000 or less for second | 
week ended last (Tues.) night: first | 
was fairly good $31,000. “Ivy” (U) 
is next in. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— 
“Bel Ami” (UA). Very thin $16,000, 
slowest here in some time but holds 
over one week. In ahead, third week 


Gotham (Brandt) 
—‘“Drums Mohawk” (20th) and 
“Swance River” (20th) (reissues). | 
Pair of oldies not doing so well, 
with dull $10,500 in prospect, but) 
holds nevertheless. Last week, sec- | 
ond of “Obsession” (U) and “Stole, 
Million” (U) (2d wk), oke $7,500. 

Hollywoed (WB) (1,499; 70-$1.10) 
—‘Possessed” (WB) (3d wk). Third | 
round is feeling the offish trend, 
with $23.000, a drop from trim $28,- 
000 shown for second. Stays on, 
indef. | 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20) — | 
“Woman On Beach” (RKO) (2d) 
wk). Disappointment from _ start, 
with initial holdover stanza down 
to thin $17,000, and may quit after 
this round. First week only $22,000, 
not strong. | 

Paramount (Par) (3,664: 70-$1.50) 
—“‘Dear Ruth” (Par) with Perry 
Como, Llovd Shaffer orch, Helen 
Carroll and Satisfiers, Larry Storch, | 
others, on stage (2d wk). On, first 
week of 8 days ended last (Tues.) | 
night this evenly balanced combo, 
hit strong $102,000 or close. In ahead, | 
“Imperfect Lady” (Par), Buddy. 
Clark, Boyd Raeburn orch, others. | 
on stage, $37,000 in 6 days of third | 
week. 

Radio City Musie Hall (Rocke-! 


(900; 70-$1.40) 





Girl” (Rep) (2d wk). Steady $14,000 
after good $17,000 first week. 
Cariton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
—“Carrolls”’ (WB) (2d run). Fair 
$4,500. Last week, “Buck Privates 
Come Home” (U) and “Sister’s Se- 


,cret” (PRC) (2d run), good $5,000. 


Fay’s (Fay) (1,400: 44-65)—“North 
Star” (SG) and vaude on stage. Sat- 
isfactory $6,500. Last week, “Killers” 
(U) and vaude on stage. neat $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Love and Learn” (WB) and “Too 
Many Winners” (WB). Steady $14,- 
000.,Last week, “Carrolls” (WB), oke 


$14,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 44-65)— 
“Yearling” (M-G). Quick turnover 
looking for bright $27,000. Last week, 
“Dishonored Lady” (UA) and “Un- 


~~ Nai Maisie” (M-G), good $21,- 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65 )— 


“Calcutta” (Par). Sweet $15,000. 
Last week, “Blaze of Noon” (Par) 
and “Danger Street’ (Par), fairish 


$12,000. 


Arnaz ‘Ups ‘bwell’ Big 
25G, Omaha; ‘Duel’ 16G 


Omaha, June 17. 
_ Desi Arnaz band on stage is boost- 
ing “Swell Guy,” at the Orpheum, 
to smash week. “Duel in Sun,” on 
upped scale, at Omaha looks big. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500: 16-65) — 
“Sea Hawk” (WB) and “Sea Wolf” 
(WB) (reissues). Solid $8,000. Last 
week, “Janet Ames” (Col) and 
“Banjo” (RKO), $6,200. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 75-$1.20) 
—‘‘Duel in Sun” (SRO). Big $16, 
or over. Last week, “Love an 

(Continued on page 20) 
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The Entire Industry Is Talking About These Miracle Hits From Gam. Century-Fox 


BOB, SON OF BATTLE In Technicolor - KISS OF DEATH - MOTHER WORE TIGHTS In Technicolor - 1 WONDER-WHO'S KISSING HER NOW In Technicolor 
FOXES OF HARROW - NIGHTMARE ALLEY - FOREVER AMBER In Technicolor - DAISY KENYON - CAPTAIN FROM CASTILE In Technicolor - GENTLEMAN'S AGREEMENT 
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Mex Film Production Resumes After 
25-Day Layoff; 60 Pix Due Yearly 





Mexico City, June 17. + 


Production of Mexican pix has re- 
sumed after a 25-day. suspension 
stemming from a row between pro- 
ducers and their help. Latter, in- 
cluding players, directors and tech- 
nicians, had rejected producers’ de- 
mand for pay slashes to enable them 
to cut expenses 25-30%, 

Producers Assn. announced sign- 
ing of a pact that ended the dispute 
and will pare production costs 30%. 
Technicians and manual workers 
locals of the Picture Production 
Workers Union announced they had 
accepted a nine-hour day, instead of 
the daily eight-hour stint, and only 


overtime and that | 
rs ggg ge | strongest European markets for U.S. | 


only under exceptional circum- 
stances. Fernandez Bustamante, 
union’s general, secretary, declared 
the pact really doesn’t affect the 
unionists’ pay, as steady work is now 
assured. He said the unionists, 
though, had made various conces- 
sions. . 

Producers are obligated to make 
a minimum of 60 pix a year. But 
actors agree not to demand over- 
time pay when they play star roles 
and to maximum remuneration of 
$10,000 (Mex) per pic. Some stars 
had demanded and received as high 
as $200,000 (Mex) per pic, pay that 
the producers claimed was ruining 
the Mexican’ pic biz. Secondary 
players and extras now get double 
pay while working on exteriors. 
Players and technicians take less pay 
when production is halted by bad 
weather, and all help is now paid 
on basis of work actually done, not 
by the number of days or weeks of 
the production. 

Producers and the union said the 
pact was signed in “an atmosphere 
of frank cordiality.” Four pix imme- 
diately went into production when 
work in the studios resumed. 


METRO’S PARIS STRIKE 
SPREADS TO ENTIRE BIZ 


Paris, June 17. 
Personnel of American distribu- 





tors, as well as employees of many | 


French distribs, have been on strike 
since noon today (Tues.). Walkout 
began last Wednesday (11) in. Met- 
ro’s dubbing plant and today spread 
to other workers, with exception of 
newsreel help. Crucial situation had 
been hanging fire for some time, 
sparked by salary squawks from 
poorly paid personnel. They want a 
minimum of $56 monthly plus a 
small bonus for the same period. 


Discussions of the matter with 
individual companies resulted in the 
union taking up the grievances. 
However the distribs insist that the 
workers resume their tasks before 
they will agree to any bargaining 
conferences, 

Hope for an early settlement lies 
in the fact that the distributors dur- 
ing the strike are leaving themselves 
open to the risk that the uniohs may 
seize the offices ana operate the ex- 
changes to prevent theatre workers 
from suffering from a lack of films 
which would close theatres. It’s also 
anticipated that theatre employees 
will also insist on a wage boost when 
an adjustment is finally reached. 
Late today workers of Paramount. 
20th-Fox, United-Artists and RKO 
are continuing at their chores pend- 
ing negotiations, while Universal, 
Warners and Columbia employees 
are still on strike. 


Warners Will Appeal 


For Own Cinema Site 


Sydney, June 3. 

Warners will appeal to the local 
authorities for permission to erect a 
cinema on its own site in Sydney. 
Film Board recently nixed bid for 
erection okay when building mate- 
rials available. Appeal comes up for 
hearin soon, 

Opposition will come from Hoyts, 
Greater Union and a couple of minor 
exhibs operating in the area where 
Warners own the site. Opposition 


Says area is amply serviced now 
with cinemas. 





2 
buys. 





TAUBER FOR AUSSIE IN ’48 
, Sydney, June 3. 
Richard Tauber will make his 
second Aussie trip for the Aus- 
tralian Broadcasting Commission in 


Warners has a deal with Hoyts for | It was Snider, 
certain number of pix via group 


Czech Film Execs in N.Y. 
For Technical Briefing 


Four technical chiefs of the Czech 
State Film Monopoly arrived in the 
U.S. Monday (16) on the Drott- 
| singholm to make a study of U.S. 
film lab operations and methods. 
| Mission is linked up with ambitious 
jefforts of the Czechoslovak picture 
| business to rehabilitate and expand 
ithe country’s production setup. Be- 
|sides a tour of inspection of N. Y. 
|theatres and eastern film labs, mis- 
|sion may visit the Hollywood studios. 


Czechoslovakia was one of the 





} 


films before the war. Now major 
companies send in pictures via the 
|Motion Picture Export Assn. be- 
cause of the government film mo- 
nopoly in that country. 

Members of the delegation are 
Frantisek Pilat, theatre technical 
administrator; Vilem Taraba, tech- 
nical manager of government stu- 
dios; Frantisek Rubas, manager of 
| government labs, and Dr. Jaroslav 
| Boucek, 


War Hiatus Makes 
U. S. Star-Selling 








Publicity men for the majors in 
| most European countries have their 
; work cut out for them today in ef- 
| forts to introduce to the public those 
stars who have become big names in 
the U. S. but have never been seen 
in Europe because of the war. List 
includes such top names as Gregory 





| Peck, Abbott & Costello, Sonny 
Tufts, Cornel Wilde, Esther Wil- 
liams, Van Johnson, Robert Alda 


;and even Margaret O’Brien. 
Confronted with 
| playing time in most countries, the 
majors have found that even the 
fact that one of their new stars may 
| have appeared in several films since 
ithe war’s end is still not enough to 
|insure that he’s yet become a draw. 

Making certain such stars get the 
right kind of sendoff is especially 
important, since European fans are 
|attracted by star names even more 
than the U. S. fans. 

Same situation holds true also for 
/many male stars who were in the 
serviee, such as Clark Gable, James 
Stewart, Lew Ayres, Eddie Albert, 
etc. Since these were also cut off 
from audiences in this country dur- 
ing’ their wartime stints, however, 
the situation is no worse in Europe 
than it is here. Even with the six 
years of absolute isolation of Ameri- 
can pix from Europe, it’s been found 
that the fans overseas have long 
memories and welcome their favo- 
rites back. 

Typical of the publicity sendoff 
being accorded new stars ig Europe 
is that recently arranged by Metro 
to introduce Margaret O’Brien to 
French audiences, who had never 
before seen her. After receiving 
plenty of free publicity space in 
Paris newspapers before the open- 
ing of “Music for Millions,” the 
Metro staff took column-long ads in 
color on the first page of the two top 
Paris papers the day before the film 
preemed. Campaign was climaxed 
by a day-and-date opening in four 
theatres, with grosses showing the 
ballyhoo had paid off. 


' Snider, Aussie Exhib, 
Due for U.S. Looksee 


Sydney, June 10. 


Sam Snider, head of the Snider- 
Dean independent picture circuit, 
has left for the U.S. on an extensive 
looksee trip. Plans getting latest 
show biz ideas and may book some 
acts for his houses if he decides 
on bringing in vaude for his chain. 
who with Sir Ben 
‘Fuller, brought in the A. B. Marcus 
shows several years ago. 

Snider, who’s accompanied by his 
wife on this trip, recently became 
a member of the Aussie Parliament. 
Besides his film theatre interests, he 
operates a tourist hotel and several 
\farms. Reported he’d been offered 


'a substantial sum for his theatre 














A Must in Europe 


restrictions in| 


Meiro Product Back On 


Strong New Zealand Loop 
Wellington, N. Z., June 5. 


Metro product swings back over 
ithe Kerridge-Rank cinema _ loop 


the St. James, Auckland. 

Rental figures were said to have 
been one of the major reasons why 
the Metro fare was held back here 
for a while. 





{ 





5. Africa Cinemas 


Facing 50% Tax 


Cape Town, June- 10. 
New headache for showmen in 
Cape Province, South Africa, this 
month has been announcement of an 


3344% tax will be upped to 50% of 
admission prices—highest in South 
Africa and probably in world. In 
addition, sports, which have so far 
een tax free, will in future pay 
have a 33144% tax. 

News was not unexpected and 
showmen went into planned cam- 
paign against. increases, using stage 
announcements and film trailers. 
Petition forms placed in theatre lob- 
bies were signed by thousands of 
patrons. Capt. J. H. Stodel, local 
director of African Theatres, in a 
press statement predicted that large 
number of cinemas for Negroes 
would be closed as increased admis- 
sion charges would most certainly 
cause drop in patronage among 
lower income groups, These cinemas 
would then operate at loss, neces- 
sitating closing. 

Large number of independent 
showmen will also be hit by de- 
crease at boxoffice. It’s pointed out 
that in spite of wartime difficulties 
no cinema increased its prices ex- 
cept to cover additional taxation, so 
it’s considered unfair to expect them 
now to suffer loss. 


Stiff opposition is also coming 
from sporting bodies who also fore- 
see large scale drop in attendances. 
Ail sport here is amateur, gate 
|; money being used for betterment of 
| grounds, etc. Outcome of fight is 
still uncertain. 


Siritzkys Set First 3 
Of 15 French Imports; 
May Book Gallic Names 


First three films under an exclu- 
sive U.S. distribution deal inked 
last week by Siritzky International 
with three of the major French pro- 
ducing companies are ‘#arrebique,” 
documentary; “Bataillon du _ Ciel” 
(“Battle of the Sky”) and “Reves 
d’Amour” (“Dream of Love”), deal- 
ing with the life of composer Franz 
Listz. Veepee Sam Siritzky is slated 
to leave for Paris in about 10 days 
for a four-week stay to line up re- 
maining picture. set in the agree- 
ment. x 

While abroad Siritzky expects to 
sign a number of acts for personals 








throughout New Zealand including 
| 


increase in amusement tax. Present | 





Aussie Coin Freeze, US. Pix Shutout — 
Seen If Congress Jacks Wool Tariff 





} 


De Rochemont in Huddle 


Sydney, June 5. 
Aussie politicians are worried 
about the dollar shortage problem, 


With President of France | plus the possibility of the U. S. in- 


Richard de Rochemont, March of | 


dent Vincent Auriol of France for 
|} more than an hour last week prior 
to leaving for London and his re- 


| 
gent producer, huddled with Presi- 


troducing a tariff shutout on Aussie 
| wool. Importance of the wool trade 
be Down Under folk can’t be over- 
estimated. 


It’s known within political circles 


| turn to the U. S. De Rochemont had AP oe Ben Chifley 
lentertained the 20th-Fox Interna- | YOU never agree to a complete 
shutout of U. S. pix as a means 


| tional sales staff for France last Fri- 
'day (13), with Francis L. Harley, 
| general manager for Europe, North 
| Africa and the Near East, as honor 
' guest. 


Before becoming producer of 
M.O.T., de Rochemont was Euro- 
|pean chief for the company, head- 
quartering in Paris. He came to 
N. Y. when the Nazis moved in dur- 
ing the war 
managing editor. His chateau outside 
of Paris was taken over by the Ger- 


mans when they occupied France. | 
He’ plans returning to N. Y. early | of this move, Chifley would be com- 


next month. 


U. S. Pix Second 
Only to Food In 


Europe—Pincus 


American pictures 





in most war- 


become secondary in 


Loew’s International. Just returned 
from a three-months’ tour of Eng- 
land, the Continent and North 
Africa, Pincus declared that the 
screen has “become as indispensable 
for culture and entertainment as 
newspapers or the radio.” 





still bogged down by 
troubles, famine and other results 
of the war, films have become a 
necessary form of escapism for the 
public from its misery. Greek gov- 
ernment, recognizing this factor, has 
established «a special law keeping 
admission prices to their lowest pos- 
sible level so that as many people 
can attend film houses as possible. 


Pincus visited Metro branches in 
every country in Europe except 
those serviced by the Motion Picture 
Export Assn. and those under Rus- 
sian domination. Europeans have be- 
come much’ more 


political 


adaptations of 
ideas to meet the difference in cus- 


he said, but much still remains to be 
done. 

Loew’s International is currently 
preparing to step out with increased 
ad-publicity throughout the world, 





at the company’s Ambassador, N. Y., | Pincus said. In England, for example, 
which inaugurates a vaude policy | the company is setting up for the 
starting Sept. 26. Already pacted are first time a system of field exploit- 
Tino Rossi, Edith Piaff and Fernan- | eers such as most companies have in 
del. French stars, Siritzky declared. | the U. S. All American companies 


dian houses as well as in South, 9°vercoming the six year lag in 
America. Foreign film policy at the | which the European public was com- 
Ambassador, incidentally, wili re- | pletely isolated from U. S. product, 
main unchanged. | Pincus declared. 

Joseph Siritzky, company’s sec: | 
retary-treasurer, 








who’s’ been in| 
France since March 15 handling 
negotiations on the distributional 
deal, is due back in America early 
in July. Long-term pact with Pathe 
Cinema, Union General du Cinema 
and Gaumont provides Sigitzky a 
choice of 15 pix out of an estimated 
annual output of 50 from the three 
companies. 

Meanwhile Wiiliam Shelton, for- 
mer assistant sales manager for RKO 
in Central Europe and more recently 
general manager of the AFE Corp., 
has been named Siritzky’s general 
sales manager. His appointment is 
in line with the company’s expan- 
sion plans which call for new offices 
in Chicago and Los Angeles. 


Current London Shows 


(Figure shows weeks of run) 
~ London, June 17. 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” Col’s’m (2). 
“Bird Seller,” Palace (3). 

“Bless the Bride,” Adelphia (8). 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick (21), 
“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham (41). 
“Eagle Two Heads,” Globe (18). 
“Edward My Son,” Majesty's (3). 
“Ever Since Paradise,” New (2). 
“Here There,” Palladium (11). 
“Jane,” Aldwych (20). 

“Life With Father,” Savoy (2). 
“Man Ministry,” Comedy (24). 
“Now Barabbas” Vaudeville (15). 
“Off the Record,” Apollo (2). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane _ (7). 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp (113). 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales (14). 
“Power and Glory,” Fortune (36). 
“Present Laughter,” Haym’k't (9). 
“Proudly Present,” Yorks (7). 
“Sweetest Lowest,” Ambass. (59). 
“Together Again,” Vic Palace (9). 
“Under Counter,” Phoenix (81). 








Disney Head to London 
William B. Levy, sales supervisor 
for Walt Disney Productions, sails | 
for London July 2, and will be away 
seven weeks. 
He will launch latest Disney film, 





will also be booked in several Cana- | have a major job on their hands in | 


to become M.O.T. | 


ravaged European countries have feel- su 
importance | 
only to American food and clothing, | |. ee 
according to Arthur Pincus, assistant | eral government, on a more drastic 


to Dave Blum, ad-publicity chief of | 


| 


| 


toms of European people. Quality | 
of exploitation abroad is increasing, | 


| 


| 





to overcome the dollar shrinkage. 
Chifley and his cabinet ministers are 
fully aware of the enormous amount 
of revenue pix bring into the gov- 
ernmental coffers. It’s known, too, 
that any takeaway of U. S. fare 
would see the shutdown of Aussie 
;cinemas. There aren’t, and can’t 
ever be, enough British and home 
pix available to keep all local houses 
in full operation week in and out. 

It’s feared, however, that should 
ithe U. S. shut out Aussie wool, and 
the dollar pool drop lower because 


|pelled to bring down legislation 
; completely freezing any coin take- 
away from the Down Under zone. 

Noticed here recently that there’s 
been a gradual clampdown on cer- 
tain commercial imports from Amer- 
ica. There has also been a refusal 
on the part of Treasury officials to 
okay dollar takeaways covering 
goods wanted by several commercial 
organizations, 

This new dollar clampdown, plus 
| the shut out of “luxury” goods, is 
seen as a pointed of things to come 
| by distribs operating in the Aussie 
|zone. Many within the pic industry 
re that some action is being 
mooted in Canberra, seat of the fed- 





coin freeze on U. S. films. 


‘STRAUSS BOYS’ PASSES 
200 POST AS VIENNA HIT 


| Vienna, June 7. 
“Strauss Boys,” operetta written 





In Greece, for example; which is ; 2nd produced by Hubert Marischka 


;at Ratmund theatre, celebrated its 
' 200th performance this week and is 
still doing strong biz against hottest 
temperatures of the year. Air con- 
| ditioning is unknown in theatres 
; here. Normal hit runs a mere 50 
| performances in Vienna with 200 or 
|}more considered practically an “Ok- 
|lahoma!” smash for a _ musical, 
|““Strauss Boys” book concerns sons 
of Johann Strauss and score draws 
on both famous and previously un- 
published works of the Waltz King. 
Marischka, with brother Ernst 
who co-authored book, has also 





exploitation- | brought revival of Fritz Kreisler’s 
minded, he declared, but there is “Sissy” into Raimund theatre alter- 
still a need for strong, intelligent | nating with “Strauss Boys.” 
American ballyhoo | 





British Film Briefs. 


London, June 17. 

Arthur Simmons, formerly Liver- 
pool manager for Anglo-American, 
now London branch manager for dn- 
ternational Film Renters...Ealing 
Studios’ first color film, “Scott of 
the Antarctic,” being made in Tech- 
nicolor’s Monopack System. Direc- 
tor Charles Frend now. on location 
in Switzerland...James Mason’s 
“The Upturned Glass,” authored by 
John P. Monaghan and Pamela Kel- 
lino (Mrs. Mason), opens New Gal- 
lery, Tivoli, June 23...Ealing Studio 
production “Frieda,” tale of German 
girl who weds British airman, 
premieres Leicester Square theatre, 
June 19 supplanting “Best Years.” 

Peter Ustinov just completed writ- 
ing-directing job on Two Cities’ 
“Vice Versa,” and working on next 
feature, “Private Angelo.” Ustinov 
will star as well as script and direct 
...Gainsborough siating two films 
with racing background, “Becher’s 
Brook” and “The Calendar,” screen 
version of Edgar Wallace turf novel. 
Latter stars Naunton Wayne-Basil 
Radford comedy team...Betty Box’s 
third film to be comedy, “Miranda,” 
starring Glynis Johns, Griffith Jones 
and John McCallum. 











U. S. Pix Lead Mex Parade 
Mexico City; June 10. 
U.S. pix again led the Mex parade, 
86 out of 147 films (a record for the 


| period) debuting in Mexico this year 


up to May 31. Runners-up were 27 
Mexican, 21 Arggntinian, seven Brit- 
ish, three Chilean, two Spanish, and 
one French. 


June next year. He’ll do 20 concerts | interests by one of the major cir- 
cuits but that he turned down the 
' bid. 


Plus conductin som 5 "e- 
+ £ e orchestra re 


“Fun and Fancy Free,” in conjunc- 


tion with Bob Wolff, RKO-Radio’s | 


London managing director.. 





“White Devil,” Duchess (15). 
“Winslow Boy,” Lyric (56). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (7). 


Three of the Mexicans were sock 
{during the feriod, holding eight 
weeks each at one house. 
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films which was evidenced before 
the war. The principal difference is 
that there are more exceptions — 
such as the Italian “Open City” and 
British “Henry V” — to the general 
apathy toward foreigners. 

in the main, it can be said that 
product from abroad has made its 
only real b.o. inroads in such areas 
as New York, Los Angeles, San 
Francisco and Boston, which have 
cosmopolitan populations. The mid- 
west and south continue to be as 
much citadels of isolationism in their 
picture tastes as in their politics. It 
takes an unusual and really highly- 
exploited film to break down their | 
resistance to celluloid which doesn’t 
bear a Yank trademark. 

In the meantime, product from | 
elsewhere than the U. S.—which 
means primarily Britain—has made 
tremendous gains in other parts of 
the world. With Rank acquiring 
his own theatre circuits in such 
spots as South Africa and Australia, 
there has been a natura] upturn. 
Competition they are giving Holly- 
wood wares for exhib and public 
popularity is clearer, however, in 
Latin America, where Rank income 
in June, 1946, was $58,000, as against 
an estimated $110,000 for this cur- 
rent month. 

Despite the increasing pressure on 
them to give greater consideration 
to playing time for British films, 
most U. S. exhibs—outside the Big 
Five, which with their interlocked 
distributing companies must re- 
ciprocally depend on Rank for a 
good portion of overseas revenue— 
are extremely cold to the foreign 
films. Their attitude is based, of 
course, on the immediate dollars- 
and-cents b.o. performance of the 
pix. A number of exhibs have tried 
one or two British films and done 
badly. Despite the improved qual- 
ity and critical kudos, theatremen 
are fearful of being stung again. 
The process of educating them to 
the importance—other than ‘imme- 
diate monetary return—of playing 
British pix has a long way to go. 

N. ¥. Best Outlet 

New York, with its melting-pot 
population,’ shapes up currently as 
the best market in the country for 
foreign films. In addition to the 
many foreign-language groups in the 
city there’s also a considerable cos- 
mopolitan group with a decided 
liking for the imports, which has 
made it possible for an increasing 
number of first-run houses in the 
Broadway area either to set up as 
art houses or to convert to a straight 
art policy. 

Recent survey by Variety dis- 
closed that of the 99 top theatres 
in Greater N, Y. more than 50% 
of them were then showing films 
produced outside the U. S. Even 
more notable was the revelation 
that 10 of the 32 houses in midtown 
Manhattan, comprising the Broad- 
way first runs and the 42d street 
grind houses, featured foreign films 
on their marquees; Since then, the 
proportion of art houses has be- 
come even greater, with the Times 
on 42d street converting from a sub- 
sequent run house to a first-run for- 
e cn film theatre and the Studio in 
upper Manhattan reopening to spe- 
cialize only in first-run foreign pix. 

Chi Likes British Product . 
Chicago, June 17. 

Imported films are having a tough 
time catching on here except for the 
prestige British product. The foreign 
language films are having the tough- 
est time with just about 9 out of 10 
being in the “boxoffice poison” class. 

British pictures have not only been 
accepted but are expected to have 
high calibre entertainment features. 
Films that prove to hold such fea- 
tures, usually have a. better than 
average run. Last year’s stint of 
“Henry V” lasted for 21 weeks here, 
outlasting all other films for 1946 in- 
cluding the national top  grosser, 
“Bells of St. Mary” which played 
here for only 15 weeks, although in 
a larger house, of course. Point be- 








British Pix 


to exhibit the better foreign language 
films which have been produced 
around Rome on the basis that most 
of the continental technicians 
gathered there since the end of the 
war. Current run of French speaker, 
“Carmen,” seems to be justifying 
policy with good reaction from pub- 
lie. 

Other houses, which take occa- 
sional flyers at imports, pick films of 
current interest, usually political. 
“Open City” had a field day in this 
respect while in the Loop but pe- 
culiarly, when it was transferred to 
an Italian nabe house, the results 
were poor. 


Bad H’wood ‘B’ Better 





In Pitt Than Europe’s A’s | 


Pittsburgh, June 17. 

Foreign pix are still finding tough 
going in this territory. A mediocre 
B from Hollywood has a better 
chance of pulling than even the best 
of the product from abroad. They’re 
still wary around here of anything 
with a Continental label. 

Even the darlings of the crix get the 
go-by from the public. There have 
been a couple of scattered excep- 
tions, but they. have been films on 
the somewhat sensational side, like 
the Italian-made “Open City.” In 
the downtown first-run spots, the 
finest of the English product does 
less than average business and when 
they get out into the nabes, for the 
most part it’s no dice at all. 

Where pix have gone into the big- 
ger first-run sites, such as “Seventh 
Veil” at Harris or “Stairway to 
Heaven” at Fulton or “Vacation 
From Marriage” at Warner, results 
have been completely indifferent. 
They seldom get down-the-line 
bookings in the subsequent runs, but 
are spotted into a few isolated lo- 
cations where clientele is looked 
upon as slightly in the higher brack- 
ets. 

“Caesar and Cleopatra” was a dud 
at the deluxe Penn and “Henry V,” 
despite ecstatic reviews, didn’t do as 
much in eight weeks at Art Cinema 
as an ordinary Hollywood pic would 
do in a single week at one of the 
regular downtown houses. 

Those hands across the sea appar- 
ently haven’t reached into the local 
pocketbook yet, and indications are 
itll take some time. 





Denver 50-50 On British 
Denver, June 17. 

Exhibitors are still divided 
whether English films will ever be a 
success here. Some contend west- 
erners don’t cotton to the ac- 
cent. Others claim they rate about 
as well as second- or third-bracket 
American product. Fox-Intermoun- 
tain theatres, a National Theatres 
affiliate, intends pushing English 
product, believing money can be 
made and the wants of many can 
be catered to by proper exploitation. 

Many theatres in this territory 
play Mexican films regularly, one or 
two days a week, and some make 
more money than a comparable 
American film. Spanish-speaking 
folks can spot a stinker as well as 
their American brothers, but have 
stood in line four hours to see a film 
they really wanted. That time the 
theatre closed up at three in the 
morning. Other language films get 
only very spotty if any play. 





M’w’kee Okay for Linguals 
Milwaukee, June 17. 

Metropolitan Milwaukee, with its 
big population of foreign-born and 
children of foreign-born, has long 
been a good market of European 
films, and still retains some of that 
interest. 

Polish pictures occasionally shown 
on the south side, the main Polish 
district. Several times a year the 
Scandinavian societies of the city 
rent a nabe for Svensk films; ditto 
the Italian district. Milwaukee’s 
south side also has a sizable Mexi- 
can colony, and occasionally Mexi- 





ing that local film patrons don’t con- 
sider British product as foreign, hav- | 
ng long since learned to enjoy the 
ecents and the English stars who for | 
‘any years were showcased in/| 
Hollywood productions. Major criti- | 
cism seems t: be that pace of films 
is frequently slow. 

In contrast with the British film 
popularity, however, foreign lang- 


uage product is forced into “arty” | other continental films. 
-houses or, where most of them are| managed by Louis Machat. 


shown, foreign language neighbor- 
hood houses. Of the Loop houses 
which show foreign fare, only one, 
World Playhouse, carries them reg- 
ularly and has shown little fluctua- 
tion in popularity. Latest policy is 


can and South American pictures 
are booked. 

For many years the downtown 
Pabst was center for German films, 
but during the war it let that busi- 
ness go in favor of concerts, etc. 
| Now the Radio theatre, otherwise 
| known as Radio-Kino, in the heart 
|of northside German section, shows 
|a pretty straight line of German and 
Place is 
Busi- 
; hess is so good that he is planning a 
new theatre devoted exclusively to 
| foreign films. 
| Reception of British pix has been 
; cool and warm. “Henry V” had ex- 


cellent two weeks at Pabst and 


could have stayed longer, but New 
York had made decision to pull and 
refused to reconsider. “Caesar and 
Cleopatra,” at United Artists’ new 
Towne, was going splendidly until 
biggest storm in 30 years killed all 
show business for nearly a week. In 
the neighborhoods it did fairly well 
as dual fare. 

In this heavily Germanic and 
Polish community, British pictures 
have still to prove that they can 
compete on even terms with Cali- 
fornia product. 





Frisco’s Progress 
San Francisco, June 17. 

Foreign films have made marked 
headway in Frisco the past five 
years showing gains of approxi- 
mately 40% due to both increased 
prices and increased patronage. The 
three full time houses are playing 
for that trade with the 350-seat 
Stagedoor concluding what owner 
Irving Ackerman claims is the long- 
est run of any flicker house outside 
of New York with “Henry V” knock- 
ing off a hot 34 weeks at prices from 
$1.80 to $2.40. The Clay and the 
Larkin, both 400 seaters, 65-85c, ac- 
cofding to owner Herbert Roesner 
are continuing to build, based on 
quality foreign films. 

Other local houses that run foreign 
films are the two Spanish houses, 
Teatro Sutter, 632 seats, and the Rex, 
on Kearny street. Two Chinese the- 
atres, the Mandarin and the Grand 
View, also do a steady business, 

El Presidio, with Gerald Nathan 
at the helm, is a spasmodic foreign 
filmer. The 850-seater house at 85c- 
$1 draws far and wide and loses 
neighborhood status when showing 
foreign clicks as evidenced during 
recent runs of “Life and Loves of 
Mozart” and “Rigeletto.” 

Foreign films have definite spot in 
Frisco which has large sections of 
foreign antecedents. 





D. C. Tepid 

Washington, June 17. 
Foreign films are doing better than 
ever in D..C. art theatres but, with 
few exceptions, English films are still 
dying around the area despite fact 
that they are the only ones which 
get into the firstruns and the nabes. 
In the opinion of exhibs, consider- 
ably more education will be needed 
in the greater Washington area to 
accustom the larger audiences to the 
foreign product. 

“They die in our houses,” says the 
rep of one of the majors. “A couple, 
like the Noel Coward pictures and 
‘Caesar and Cleopatra,’ made money 
in the midtown theatres but did not 
do well! in the neighborhoods. Not 
even ‘Caesar’ although it was shaped 
up like a typical American spec- 
tacle. They don’t seem to have the 
flair for making them as Hollywood 
tailors them. Our audiences don’t 
like either the pace or the stars, The 
foreign product has not gotten be- 
yond the artetheatre stage yet.” 


Midwest St. Loo and KC 
Cool to Brit. Accents 


St. Louis, June 17. 

Foreign made pix, particularly 
those turned out in British studios, 
and of which more are shown here 
than from other countries, receive 
but tepid reception in St. Louis 
cinemas. The contrast of diction be- 
tween the Hollywood stars and those 
of the British Isles is one of the big 
drawbacks, as the natives here ap- 
parently have had such infrequent 
opportunities to give the o.o. to for- 
eign-made films that they find it dif- 
ficulty to grasp the phraseology. 

The Italian-made “Open City” and 
“Carmen,” presented at the World, 
a small house in the downtown dis- 
trict are other examples of foreign- 
made films that did not do so well 
at the b.o. English translation of 
Italian were flashed on the screen 
in “Open City,” but this does not 
click with the customers, as the few 











English words shown did not appear 
to fully gover the words uttered. In 


| 
| “Open City” the film was in poor | 
| 


condition, the settings mediocre and 
| the vim and flash of American screen 
plays seem sadly lacking. 

Occasionally a British-made film 
_is shown at Loew’s State, downtown 
deluxer, but even with big English 
|mames in the cast they just don't 
| seem to jell with natives. This town 
\is a conservative one, the natives 
/are hard to arouse from a lethargy, 
| and the showing of foreign-made 
films draws only a small clientele. 

Allergic to the Accent 
Kansas City, June 17. 
Foreign films are coming into their 
;own in K.C. and it is strictly a 
1947 proposition. 

“Open City,” “Well Digger's 
Daughter” and “Carmen” have rung 
up grosses around $5,000 in initial 
weeks, far above anything the Kimo 








. 

could do as a subsequent run, “Brief 
Encounter” was considerably under 
these results, as has been the other 
English pictures which played here. 

The foreign film policy has taken 
hold so well Dickinson has sought 
to imitate this success in his Tam- 
pico, another subsequent run which 
has been on the profit borderline. 
“Stone Flower” and “Before Him 
All Rome Trembled” both had poor 
weeks here and “Well Digger’s 
Daughter” in a move-over from the 
Kimo was little better. “Baker’s 
Wife” has been brought in here cur- 
rently with some. expectation of 
bolstering Tampico trade. West side 
location of the house, and fact it 
has just closed out a policy of run- 
ning Mexican films militate against 
its success. 

It’s the same story with English 
films in the midwest. The natives 
simply don’t go for them. On the 
surface it’s the same language, but 
as spoken by British actors it rings 
vastly different out here and film 
goers don’t get it. More than a 
James Mason seems to be needed to 
put over British films in K.C. 


Difficult (?) British Dialog 
Detroit, June 17. 

Foreign films are making their 
first impression on Detroiters. But 
thus far only the foreign policy 
Cinema has offered a steady diet of 
importations. However, this house 
reports a gradually increasing in- 
terest in the films from abroad. 

The only. foreign film to get top 
billing at a large downtown house 
was “Cleopatra” at the United 
Artists. It did a smash business the 
first week under a terrific pub- 
licity job, but weakened sharply the 
second week and was yanked. 

A spokesman for the theatres said 
they questioned patrons about this 
and other films, which have been 
part of double features, and deter- 
mined that*most patrons can’t fol- 
low the dialog, particularly of the 
English films. 

A spokesman for the Cinema 
house, however, saw the public ac- 
cepting foreign language films more 
and more, but didn’t see any one 
language holding precedence. 

“If the picture is good, the busi- 
ness is good, regardless of the 
language,” he said. He cited top 
business at his house by “Henry V,” 
English; “Open City,” Italian; “Stone 
Flower,” Russian; and “Brief En- 
counter,” English. 





Again—That British Dialect 
Indianapolis, June 17. 

Foreign product is still held back 
here by a failure to develop any 
regular outlet. British films, so far, 
have been unable to build a follow- 
ing when spot-booked in houses 
featuring Hollywood entries. Run of 
patronage considers stories too in- 
volved, pace too slow, dialog too 
thick, actors too unfamiliar. Typi- 
cal fan reaction: “I wouldn’t .have 
minded so much if I could have un- 
derstood what they said.” 

James Mason, only new British 
personality who seems to have 
caught on to any extent here to 
date, and “Man in Grey” is the only 
British film shown here this season 
that built after opening. “Henry V” 
was not considered a fair test be- 
cause of price resistance. 

L. J. McGinley, sales manager for 
Prestige unit of Universal, was here 
recently seeking a suitable showcase 
for his product. He may have the 
answer in skipping big downtown 
houses and opening first-run at 
close-in neighborhoods, as exampled 
by “Brief Encounter” at Zaring’s 
Egyptian. While the general public 
is apathetic to British films, drama 
editors and theatre managers all re- 
ceive frequent calls and letters from 
interested parties asking why more 
of them aren't shown here, indicating 
an articulate but small existing 
group around upon which a larger 
audience can be built by proper pro- 
motion. 

Foreign language films also prac- 
| tically dormant here since before 
the war, partly due to a lack of 
suitable small downtown theatres to 
house them. Only showings here at 
present are a series of bi-weekly 
one-nighters sponsored by Indiana 
University Extension Center and in- 
cluding “classic’ American and 


British films as well as French and 
Russian. 





Seattle Mixed 
Seattle, June 17. 

_ It's still uncertain bere about Brit- 
ish pictures with past results mixed. 

Several months ago “Wicked Lady” 
at Music Hall topped the billing. 
| Take, however, slow. Later, at same 
house “Seven Were Saved” had sec- 
ond billing, with no perceptible ef- 
fect. “Brief Encounter,” considered 
| typically British, also was shown 
i here. Boxoffice was fair but strictly | 





class appeal with some regulars 
walking out. New clientele is no- 
ticed at theatres but it’s belt that 
changes to technique closer to that 
of Americans is needed for wider 
appeal. 

“Open City,” recently at Blue 
Mouse, did great biz holding two 
weeks. Swedish and Russian have 
biggest following at Metropolitan, 
where Gus Bachman has built up 
oke sureseater trade, but ‘“Beet- 
hoven” recently flopped. Bookings 
are made when house is not playing 
legit. Class and nationality appeal 
emphasized here to generally good 





British So-So In Cincy 
Cincinnati, June 17. 

Cincy, which claims 90% native 
born white population and is with- 
out arty or low overhead theatres, 
has had only one foreign talker 
other than British. It was the Italian 
“Open City” with American sub- 
titles and did smash biz for newsreel 
Strand during revent three-weeks 
run, 

Of British films best grosser was 
“Seventh Veil,” hefty in four weeks 
engagement at Keith’s some months 
ago. Cricks showed same favorable 
reaction, as did the public, to those 
two films. Other trials on importa- 
tions which fared poorly locally 
were a Swiss picture, “The Last 
Chance,” and Noel Coward’s latest 
screening, “Brief Encounter.” Sev- 
eral British films of late brought so- 
so returns. 


Philly Sez: ‘Main Thing 
Is It’s Gotta Be Good’ 


Philadelphia, June 17. 

“A good picture will do business 
whether it’s marked with the Union 
Jack or the Star Spangled Banner— 
just as long as it’s good.” 

That’s the reaction of a top exec 
of Warner Bros, which controls most 
of the Philly first-runners and key 
nabes and it’s echoed by most of the 
leading exhibs here. 

However, some foreign pix get a 
good play on initial run, but bog 
down when they hit the nabes. Case 
in point is “Stairway to Heaven” 
which got mixed reaction from re- 
viewers but did good business for 
first run at Boyd. Nabe reaction was 
bad and picture was yanked before 
it got much of a run in neighbod- 
hoods. 

Virtually all foreign product 
played here is British-made. A few 
Russe films have made their appear- 
ance at S-W Poplar, recently Opened, 
but not enough to gauge real re- 
action. Some exhibs attribute suc- 
cess of British pix to exploitation 
and popularity of built-up stars such 
as James Mason. 








British Pix Not Boff in Buff 
Buffalo, June 17. 

Buffalo public is either frankly 
quizzical or completely indifferent 
to foreign films recently shown 
here. British pix are practically the 
sole regular foreign product reach- 
ing local screens in any volume. 
These are mostly UI productions 
which have been shown at down- 
town Lafayette. Most of the balance 
of English features have been 
screened at the 300-seat, arty Mid- 
town, “The experience of the Lafay- 
ette indicates only a moderately fa- 
vorable reaction to foreigns. 

One or two other British pix 
shown elsewhere downtown have 
experienced just normal or sub- 
normal biz. As for the Midtown, 
the poor reaction of that theatre’s 
original foreign film policy, with the 
exception of “Henry V,” forced 
house into American reissues re- 
cently. The spot is currently in- 
augurating a return to foreign films. 

Polish and Italian films have had 
some play in neighborhoods catering 
strictly to foreign language trade 
but recent two-day showing of “Bel 
Ami” in Erlanger proved a dud. 





Poor Locations Don’t Help 
Cleveland, June 17. 

Foreign films are in a temporary 
slump here this season. With the 
exception of “Henry V,” which did 
seven solid weeks at the Lower Mall, 
the town’s sole imports, “Les Miser- 
ables” (French) and “Stone Flower” 
(Russian) flopped. Censorshfp trou- 
bles, a scarcity of strong foreign 
product and the poor location of the 
houses were all contributing factors 
to the bad showing. 





No Panic in L. A. 
Los Angeles, June 17. 
Major attention has been grabbed 
by British imports although no seri- 
ous b.o. competition to Hollywocd 
product is presented. Best runs have 
been scored when these films were 
given special class treatment in a 
single showcase. Day-and-date runs 
in local units were not too forte, 38 
ap example, “Odd Man Out,” which, 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Upped 
Swing to Mag 


Newsreel Costs May Force 


Digests, Tele Sales 





Distributors and newsreels see a 
forced swing to the magazine-type 
of newsreel in the near future. 
Some are pessimistic enough to en- 
vision the ultimate elimination of 
newsreels as such, in the U. S. if 
eosts continue to rise. Use of tele- 
vision to cover news and sports 
events may contribute to the demise 
of newsreels, they believe, especially 
when tele becomes feasible in thea- 
tres. 

But the main factor pushing news- 
reels into the magazine or editorial- 
ized shorts, not unlike March of 
Time and “This Is America,” is the 
cost headache and inability to obtain 
higher rentals from exhibitors. — 

Newsreel homeoffice executives 
claim that operating costs have gone 
up 45% in the last seven,years while 
rentals have remained constant. As 
one distribution official expressed it, 
“Newsreels today are virtually a 
prestige affair, merely keeping the 
distributing company's trademark 
and stars before the public. Most of 
them show an actual loss, year in 
and out, for the distributor.” 

If the newsreelers den’t swing 
over to the magazine type reel, 
where they can get short feature 
rentals, the only way they will be 
able to see daylight on revenue, | 
many believe, is via combining on | 
coverage of bigger and more costly | 
news yarns. This is not likely or 
logical at this time because most 
reels are-fed up on this sort of cov- 
erage from their experience during 
the war with roto coverage. 

Additionally, some reels haven't 
sold big newsreel accounts this sea- 
son and these reels naturally have 
no desire to combine in shooting a 
timely event with their competitive 
and possibly more fortunate news- 
reels. 

Most newsreels, particularly those 
with a parent organization having a 


No Immediate Successor 
To Msgr. J. J. McClafferty 


Post of executive secretary of the 
National Legion of Decency made 
vacant by the appointment of Mon- 
signor John J. McClafferty as dean 
of Catholic University’s National 
School of Social Service in Wash- 
ington will not be immediately 
filled according to the Legion’s as- 
sistant executive secretary, Rev. 
Patrick J. Masterson. Queried in 
New York Monday (16), he said 
there was no indication as to when 
or whom would replace Msgr. Mc- 
Clafferty. 

Legion’s exec secretary for 11% 
years, was guest of Louis B. Mayer 
yesterday (Tues.) at a Metro studio 
luncheon. Those who were to have 
been present included Samuel Gold- 
wyn, Donald Nelson, Harry M, War- 
ner, Edward Mannix, Y. Frank Free- 
man, Henry Ginsberg, Dore Schary, 
Sam Katz, Sidney Franklin, Arthur 
Hornblow and other industry offi- 
cials. In token of Msgr. McClaf- 
ferty’s long Legion tenure he re- 
ceived an LL.D. from Loyola Uni- 
versity in Hollywood Sunday (15). 


| Talent Exchange 


Continued from page 4 
cast as Wilding, Sir C. Aubrey Smith, 
Constance Collier, Hugh Williams, 
Diana Wynyard; also a picture with 
Cary Grant; also Vivien Leigh in 
“Anna Karenina,” directed by Julien 
Duvivier; also pix with Rex Harri- 
son, David Niven and Cary Grant. 
Director Carol Reed is also under 
contract 
Rank’s Crosby and Durbin 

Rank, aware of this, has Bing 

Crosby committed to a picture to 




















large theatre setup, long have kept 
television in mind as likely to sup- 
plant the usual newsreel, leaving 
what remains of newsreels a sort of 
combo magazine, news event short 
feature subject. Probably the most 
active along these lines has been 
Paramount News. It’s no secret that 
it has experimented in telenewscasts 
and training crewmen for the future 
sight-sound media. This has been 
going on for four or five years, idea 
being that Par wants to be ready 
with a complete technical setup 
when -theatres are ready to receive 
news and sports events in their 
auditoriums via tele. 


Pathe News 





foreign coverage, LeVien declared 
he found his work had turned into 
75% international banking. He ex- 
plained that under the previous ar- 
rangement, New York had biiled 
London and Paris for their one-third 
share of the joint costs, which meant 
the reels in the latter two countries 
were paying in dollars. Governments 
in both countries cracked down, 
however, refusing to permit the dol- 
lar payments. 

As a consequence, LeVien said, it 
was decided that Pathe in London 
was to pay all joint operating costs 
henceforth in pounds. It will in turn 
bill N. Y. and Paris, with Paris pay- 
ing London in francs and N. Y. pay- 
ing in dollars. System will be espe- 
cially advantageous to London, Le- 
Vien pointed out, since it will give 
the British outfit a chance to hook 
onto more dollars, LeVien stressed 
that there’s no corporate tieup 
among the three reels. Payment is 
only for costs applying to the inter- 
change of footage and service, 

Short on Germany 

While in Germany, LeVien filmed 
a “This Is America” short, titled 
“Passport to Nowhere,” in 10 days, 
with Pathe cameraman Harry 
Smith, who accompanied him, su- 
pervising the lensing. Factual story 
depicting what will happen to dis- 
placed persons in Germany after the 
United Nations Relief & Rehabilita- 
tion Administration folds at the end 
of June, the short will be released 
in the U. S. some time this month. 

German film industry, concen- 
trated presently in Berlin and Mu- 


nich, is turning out only escapist | 
stuff, shying away from anything 


remotely connected with politics 
LeVien said. Because of the shortage 
o* labor, he pointed out, it’s neces- 
sary to use technical crews who 
worked when the Nazis were in 
power, but he scoffed at reports that 
former Nazi party members were 
still acting in films. 


be shot in England, plus Deanna 
Durbin and Joan Fontaine, among 


| young son, is shot down by a Nazi! 





others. 

Miss Durbin is a Universal-Inter- 
national star and U, of course, is 
Rank’s partner around the world in 
production, distribution and exhibi- 
tion. Teeoff on the lend-lease policy 
is Robert Siodmak’s sailing for 
London to direct Rank’s “Precious 
Bane,” co-starring Robert Donat and 
Ann Todd, at the Denham Studios: 

A number of other significant 
talent swaps and deals will be con- 
summated and announced before 
Rank sails back to England on the 
Queen Elizabeth July 17. 

Rank is not bound to Universal 
exclusively, as witness the RKO 
deal, their second film, a costly- 
budgeted version of Sir Walter 
Scott’s “Ivanhoe,” which will be 
done in England with a combined 
U. S. and British cast. RKO-Rank 
already have one in the can, “So 
Well Remembered,” produced in 
London this winter, 





Grant-Korda Indie Series 
Hollywood, June 17. 

New indie production company is 
being cooked up by Cary Grant and 
Sir Alexander Korda, with the idea 
of making a series of humorous pic- 
tures in various countries, starring 
Grant as a traveling college student. 

Grant goes to England late this 
year to make final arrangements 
with Korda. Meanwhile, he is work- 
ing in the Goldwyn picture, “The 
Bishop’s Wife,” and is under con- 
tract to make “Mr, Blanding Builds 
his Dream House” at RKO. 


Tinted Oaters 


Continued from page 9 
for 20th-Fox, both Technicolor, while 
Producers Actors Corp., which 
turned out “Gunfighters,” will do 
another Cinecolor oater, “Coroner's 
Creek.” 

Rep's “Gay Ranchero,” Roy Rogers 
special, will be Trucolor as will be 
two more Rogers starrers this year. 
Autry likewise is slated for three 
additional Cinecolors before the end 
of the year. William Boyd also 
plans a high-budget color western 
this summer. 

Black and white high-budgeters 
currently shooting include Harry 
_Sherman’s “They Passed This Way” 
for Enterprise; RKO’s “Return of 
the Badmen;” Warners’ “Treasure of 
the Sierra Madre,” “Silver River,” 
“Two Guys from Texas”: Rep’s 
'“Fabulous Texan;” U-I’s ‘The Wist- 
| ful Widow of Wagon Gap.” Com- 
| ing up in black and white are “Pre- 
public’s “Monterey,” RKO’s “Station 

West” and “Roughsod” and Colum- 
bia’s “Prince of Stallions.” 


















Film Reviews 


Continued from page 8 
The Vow 


lin is impressively done, especially 
the eno episode and bright twist 
when an aged Party Worker insists 
on dancing a pad up the profes- 
ional terp artists. : : 
“Yarn has the typical Russian 
mother going to Stalin to tell of her 
fears about a big war. The Soviet 
leader confirms her suspicions but 
says Russia will survive because the 
Soviets are accustomed to trials and 
hardships. A_ wild-eyed, bellowing 
Hitler is excellently depicted, sound 
of his exhortations geing heard all 
through the Paris episode—a clever 
touch. 

The producers have I. Nabatov, as 
French Minister Bonnet, refusing to 
meet the Russian delegation, with 
the Soviets saying “now we are alone 
to meet the enemy.” Bonnet is paint- 
ed as a frivolous Frenchman who 
prefers to dance with his sweetheart 
at a nightclub to conferring with 
the Soviets. He is pictured phoning 
Chamberlain. Also expressing the 
feeling that the Nazis will attack in 
the east and feeling safe in France. 
Then there’s a quick flash to a pur- 
ported scene of the Russiarrs being 
attacked in 1941, What has transpired 
in the war prior to that is omitted 
completely. The scenes centering 
about the defense of Moscow are 
first-rate. Titles cite that the ab- 
sence of a second front produced the 
bloody onslaught on Stalingrad with 
its house-to-house defense. ; 
The father, who figures most im- 
portantly in the story, along with his 


firing squad after being captured de- 
fending his tank. But his mother 
manages to survive everything, is 
cheered by the triumphant Russian 
troops and by Party Workers in an- 
other brilliant Kremlin scene. | 
Mikhail Gelovani, as Stalin, is a 
standout naturally, but it’s a credit 
to his acting ability that he does not 
overplay this vital role. His makeup 
speaks much for the Russian artists, | 
especially in later scenes when he! 
has grown older. S. Chiatsintova, as 
the typical Russian mother, nearly 
thefts the picture from him, while 
I. Nabatov is priceless in the highly 
burlesqued version of Bonnet. 
Several of the Soviet leaders are 
recognizable, particularly Molotov, 
but none of-the actors is identified 
as to characters they portray. N. 
Bogoliubov, D. Pavlov, T. Makarova 
and M. Shtraugh (the American cor- 
respondent) chip in with the next 
best performances. Picture boasts 
the biggest group of extras probably 
ever employed in a Russian produc- 
tion. 

Mikhail Chiaureli turns in a splen- 
did job of directing. In fact, he 
proves himself a better director than 
scripter. He and N. Pavlenko did the 
screenplay, and obviously had their 
troubles. Camera work of A. Kes- 
matov is on the uneven side but su- 

erb on the sweeping mob scenes. 
Reore by A. Balanchivadze is one of 
the better features of the production, 
it being employed with telling effect 
in the more dramatic scenes. English 
titling by C. Clement is solid. 


Wear. 





Laudy Lawrence 


Continued from page 5& 


went to South America on @ busi- 
ness trip for Korda and upon his 
return in June received his walking 
pap2rs from Korda. 


At a meeting with the producer 
at a New York hotel, Lawrence tes- 
tified that he was “flabbergasted” 
by Korda’s charges that he had been 
working for his personal interests 
rather than for Korda’s. His chief, 
Lawrence said, refused to accept 
any explanation and fired him as of 
July 1 despite the contract which 
had two years and four months to 
run. 


On Monday (16), in Kresel’s op- 
ening statement, he contended that 
Korda had promised his client a 
share of a worldwide empire if he 
tied up with him. Attorney further 
stated he would show that Korda 
knew of Lawrence’s other film in- 
terests, but still wanted him for the 
deal and would allow him all the 
freedom he wanted for his other 
interests. ' 

During the negotiation period, 
Kresel added, Korda wanted to ink 
Lawrence to a 10, then a five-year 
pact but Lawrence refused and 
finally accepted a three-year con- 
tract which provided for a salary 
of $1,500 per week for the first 
year, $1,700 per week the second 
year with $2,000 weekly for the 
third year, plus expenses and a 
bonus of a stock share in Korda’s 
London Film Productions. 





Bans Youngstown ‘Bank Nights’ 
Youngstown, O., June 17. 


Mayor Ralph W. O'Neill of 
Youngstown has ordered a ban on 
“bank-night” activities in local the- 








tres. ? | 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Sale of “Gus the Great,” circus novel by James W. Duncan, to Uni. 
versal-International last week, has story editors of other film companies 
burning aplenty at theatrical attorney William Fitelson (& Mayers). This 
is the second sale recently of an important property to U-I by a Fitelson 
client without other companies being given 2 chance to see the book or 
submit a bid. The other was Frederic Wakeman’s “The Saxon Charm.” 

While the authors have regular agents, Fitelson, in his capacity as their 


attorney, negotiated the sales to U-I. 


with a ceiling of $300,000, hinging on 


For “Gus” he got $200,000 down, 
book sales and bonuses. For “Saxon 


Charm” price was $150,000 against 10% of the gross. 

Although admitting that these are fancy figures, story eds hold that 
making deals without showing a property around for bids can work harm 
on an author, since it is always possible that additional coin would be 


offered in an open market. 


Likewise, they say, the practice leads te cut- 


throat dealings—although every story editor admits he'd do exactly what 


U-I did in scooping the other eds if 


he had half a chance. 





RKO-Pathe’s commercial film department will inaugurate a new type 
of sales promotion for one of its clients via a screen magazine for farmers. 
With the Texas Co. footing the bills, Pathe will film a series of topical 
news events holding particular interest for ruralites, to be released as 


16m non-theatrical shorts. 


Two complete crews will work on each film under the supervision of 


Charles Underhill. First production 


went before the ‘cameras yesterday 


(Tuesday), with most of the film slated to be shot on location in Texas, 


California, Mississippi and in several universities. 


lease before Sept. 1. 


It’s scheduled for re- 





Charles Vidor’s summer layoff begins today (18). 


Columbia director 


has taken his regular annual six-week vacation, as stipulated in his con- 
tract with Harry Cohn, but he has had no assignment at Columbia. Mean- 


time his $2,500 weekly salary goes on. 
of $150,000 to buy back his contract. 


Vidor said Cohn nixed his offer 
He would have gone over to the 


Metro lot on a deal whereby latter would get him for two top stars who 
would go over to Columbia on a loanout—but no soap. Director’s exclu- 


sive pact with Columbia still has 18 


months to go. 





Sum involved in the Warner Bros.’ 


deal for Sidney Kingsley’s old play, 


“The Patriots,” involves a down payment of $40,000 plus a percentage of 


the films’ gross over a specific figure. 


Kingsley indicated a preference to 


work on the film’s script on a percentage deal rather than a flat fee. 
Meanwhile Kingsley’s new legit play “for fall production, as yet un- 
titled, is a “romantic tragedy” localed in South America around 1820. 











Stix Nix British Pix 


Continued from page 16 = 








despite James Mason’s name, was | $40,000 a week from the average 


not socko. Films like 
Veil” and “Vacation From Mar- 
riage” registered very well when 
soloed at the Carthay with dignified 


campaigns. 
Foreign language films hit and 
miss, with stress laid on sex for 


selling in arty houses. Esquire and 
Laurel, two class foreign houses, 
give long-run treatment to high 
calibre pix. 





Pix Are Better So B.O. Ditto 
Minneapolis, June 17. 

Improvement in boxoffice quality 
of foreign films, particularly British 
product, is prompting the World, lo- 
cal sureseater, to revert to its origi- 
nal policy of depending upon them 
for a majority of its bookings. It 
also has resulted in other regular 
loop first-run houses using a record 
number of them and with good b.o. 
results. 

The World, which in recent years 
has been largely a moveover house 
and which otherwise has devoted 
itself almost exclusively to American 
product, currently is offering “Open 
City” and doing big business with it. 
A recent offering which pulled high- 
ly profitable returns at the same 
house was “Brief Encounter.” 

Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount) 
and RKO downtown theatres during 
recent months have offered such for- 
eign films as “Wicked Lady,” “Be- 
delia” and “Notorious Gentleman,” 
and in each instance the b.o. was 
good. There’s no longer a shying 
away from foreign product by 
either the loop first-run or the inde- 
pendent exhibitors, such as there 
was a few years ago, distributors 
point out, 





Building Constantly in Boston 
Boston, June 17. 

A sharp breakdown in the long- 
held notion here that it’s an accident 
if the English make a good pic plenty 
evident in b.o. results. They’re doing 
better al] the time. 

In the two years since they began 
coming back, they’ve made a deep 
impression and fortnight ago they 
hit an all-time peak when ten down- 
town stands out of 20 were showing 
first run foreign pix, and grossing 
plenty. 

The houses specializing in foreign 
pix are the Exeter, Kenmore, Fine 
Arts (revived again), Old South, 
Majestic and Tremont, all indies. 
The Exeter, with a class nabe audi- 
ence, does best with them, exceeding 
$10,000 on an average week with a 
picture like “I Know Where I’m 
Going,” “The Welldigger’s Daugh- 
ter” and “This Happy Breed.” Others 
scale down to a typical $4,000 at the 
700-seat Old South. Point is, they al- 





most never have a real floppo. Al- 
together they'll. drain off a good | 


“Seventh | $200,000 a week film take in down- 


town spots, sometimes a lot more. 


Fact is, however, the good ones 
go to the key spots themselves. 
“Seventh Veil” for example, went 
to the Memorial and did a big 
$25,000. “Henry V” went to the Es- 
quire roadshow and stayed six 
months with a $200,000 overall take. 
“Stairway to Heaven” went to the 
Copley roadshow and did okay 
$45,000. 

French pictures are still in the 
arty class and, aside from “Well 
Digger’s Daughter,” haven’t fared too 
well so far. “Children of Paradise” 
failed to catch on here, but “Open 
City,” Italian film ballyed as sexy, 
grossed plenty in two different spots. 
Chances are French, Italian and 
other language pix will remain ap- 
pealing only to special audiences. 





British OK in Omaha 
Omaha, June 17. 

Much better feeling toward for- 
eign films now than there was a 
year ago, reason being here that 
public thinks the English are en- 
deavoring to make films more our 
way than before. British films are 
practically the only foreign product 
to appear in regular houses, that is 
in regular all-public runs, Russian 
films have been placed in neighbor- 
hood spots where there are Russian. 
French films so far have been con- 
fined to certain clubs interested in 
France, notably the local Alliance 
Francaise, plus students. These get 
a good play from their particular 
groups. 

It is noticeable that the Russian 
films play to what is being called 
ultra-liberal or radical groups. Some 
labor groups have“sponsored Rus- 
sian product, but mainly the “Amer- 
ican” element has not had much to 
do with them. 

Other foreign films getting a nice 
play here are Swedish pictures. 
These too are confined in exhibition 
to only certain neighborhood spots. 
There is a large Swedish-American 
elemeht in town with the older folks 
enthusiastic over the Swedish pic- 
tures. It is noticeable, too, that the 
younger Swedish-Americans evince 
much interest in Svensk pictures and 
attend largely. 

One thing that helps the British 
pictures here is the evident friendly 
attitude of newspapers toward them. 
They are given equal space and bill- 
ing not only in advertising but in 
art and film layouts in the daily and 
the Sunday sections. 

‘Conclusion is that only British pic- 
tures are ready here at this time for 
general exhibition. The others must 
be restricted to certain spots and ex- 


| hibition sponsored by certain na- 


tional or racial groups. 
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Washington, June 17. 

Eleven more theatre projects, all 
small. were okayed for construction 
last week by Office of Housing Ex- 
pediter. Largest was an approval 
for Rocco F. Boscardin to build a 
$35,000 film theatre at Dover Plains, 
N. Y. The Nila theatre, at New 


Iberia, La., was told to go ahead | 


and spend the $600 needed to com- 
plete the film house. John T. Wa- 
terall. of Jackson, Ala., was okayed 
for a $6,000 house. 

Greime, Fasken & Kingman, of 
Chelan, Wash., were given green 
light to spend $25,300 on remodeling 
a building there and make it into a 
theatre, while J. Fred Hall of Ak- 
ron, Colo., was told to spend the 
$3,600 for restrooms at his house. 
The nod also went to Frank Garcia, 
of Kelceyville, Calif. to spend 
$11,000 on a film house. Joy The- 
atre, Inc., of New Orleans, won ap- 
proval for a $19,000 job of installing 
three air-conditioning units. 

Housing Expediter said okay to 


. T. H. Vaughn who asked permission 


to spend $7,500 on theatre construc- 
tion in Elmore City, Okla. Also ap- 
proved was William H. Oldknow’s 
project for a $10,987 Drive-In in 
San Diego county, Calif., and Stan- 


ley C. Dilley’s for a $9,150 theatre | 


at Bear Lake, Mich. 





Greene Wins Mpls. Theatre Okay 
Minneapolis, June 17. 
Gordon Greene, one-time manager 


of the Minnesota theatre, now Radio | 
City, issued a license to build a new | 


theatre in Golden Valley, local 


suburb, contingent on his ability to | 


go through with the undertaking. 
The city .council turned down two 
other applicants in Greene’s favor, 
ending a long and bitter fight. 
Greene’ is now having plans drawn 
for his house. 





Seek Drive-In Bldg. Exemptions 
Albany, June 17. 


A request for special considera- 
tion to Drive-Ins which now have 
no standard rules covering construc- 
tion peculiar to them, was voiced 
by spokesmen for the Fabian-Hell- 
man Drive-In interests at a hearing 
last week before the State Board of 
Standards and Appeals on the pro- 
posed revisions to the _ standard 
building code. Discussion on tight- 


ening of regulations pertaining to 
theatres having stage shows and to 


New York Theatres 





en patie hig ie. 


11 More Theatre Projects Okayed 
For Construction by Housing Office 


circuses and fair grounds also fea- 
tured one session. 

All major circuits, except Kallet, 
were represented. Fabian-Hellman 
had five officials including Attorney 
Philip Harling, assistant to Si 
Fabian, Harling and Leon M. Ein- 
horn, Albany architect, who has 
drawn plans for five Drive-Ins, 
sought exemption of Drive-Ins from 
the suggested revision rules. They 
recommended a separate set of rules 
be drafted for Drive-Ins, covering 
booth construction, electrical in- 
stallations, width of driveways and 
exit passageways, accessibility to 
street, etc. Harling read a memo 
detailing the impracticalities of the 
revised code regulations so far as 
automobile theatres are concerned. 








Harry Brandt has signed a long- 
term lease for a new theatre to be 
constructed on 41st street at Bis- 
éayne Waterway, Miami _ Beach. 
New house will have a number of 
novel features including a dock on | 
‘the Waterway which will permit 
| patrons’ boats to make landings. 
| Another feature will be a full size 


| 
| 
Brandt’s Miami Beach House 


| numerous 


|and unfavorable 





| television screen to be installed in 
the deluxer. | 

Theatre will seat 1,200 on two 
|floors. Berk & Krumgold agented | 
| the deal. 





Raleigh, N. C., 850-Seat Nabe 
Raleigh, June 17. 
Plans for a new nabe theatre at | 
Greensboro, to be known as The 
| P¥aza, announced by North Carolina | 
Theatres. House will be part of The | 
Plaza shopping ceuter. It will seat 
850. This rounds out company’s fu- 
ture program in Greensboro. Com- 
pany is part of Wilby-Kinsey The- 
atre Service, operating the Carolina, 
National and Imperial theatres here. 
Latter will be remodeled and re- 
named the Center. 


| 
| 





2 New Drive-Ins in N.C. 


Charlotte, N. C., June 17. 

Exhibitors Service, which serves 
|57 theatres in this area, plans sev- 
;eral new houses. These include a 
Drive-In, located between Concord 
and Kannapolis, new 500-car Drive- 
to be opened Aug. 1 at Mt. Pleasant, 
In here, to cost over $75,000; Lin- 
|eoln theatre in Concord, N.C., to 
board 1; and new Pfohl theatre 
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Haymes in “Park” 
Hollywood, June 17. 
Universal - International assigned 
Dick Haymes to the top male role 
in the forthcoming film version of 
“Up in Central Park.” It's his first 
| loanout from 20th-Fox. 





Picture Grosses 
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OMAHA 


Learn” (WB) and “Philo Vance’s 
Gamble” (PRC), $8,500. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-85) 
—“Swell Guy” (U) and Desi Arnaz 
orch on stage. Smash $25,000. Last 
week, “Angel and Badman” (Rep) 
and “Fabulous Suzanne” (Rep), mild 


£9,000. 
Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
65) — “Homestretch” (20th). Just 


fair, $10,000. Last week, “Smash-Up” 
(U), $10,500. 


TROUBLE’ TOPPER IN 
MPLS. SOLID $15,000 


Minneapolis, June 17. 
Newcomers currently are 
than in recent weeks, 
with four major entries. “Trouble 
With Women” has the boxoffice edge 
on the field, but “The Two Mrs. 
Carrols” is giving it a good run and 
the deluxe horse oprys, “Ramrod” 
and “Trail Street,” look sturdy. Con- 
tinued unseasonable cold is a favor- 
able boxoffice_factor in one respect 
in another. It’s 
show-going weather all right, but 
some money that might go for enter- 
tainment is going for additional fuel. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—‘“Spoil- 
ers of North” (Rep) and “Millerson 
Case” (Col). Neat $2,206 in 5 days. 
Last week, “Affairs Geraldine” (Rep) 





and “Jewels Brandenburg” (20th), 
okay $2,000 in 5 days. 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 


“Great Waltz” (M-G) (reissue) (2d 
wk). Trim $6,000 after hefty $8,000 
initial canto, 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—“Brother 
Talks Horses” (M-G). Fairly good 
$3,500. Last week, “Fun on Week- 
end” (UA), good $4,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,100; 50-70)—‘“Cal- 
cutta” (Par) (3d wk). Virile $6,000 
after big $7,500 preceding stanza. 

Pix (Corwin) (300; 50-75)—“Out- 
law” (UA) (8th wk). Oke $2,000. 
Last week, stout $3,000. Here after 
smash fortnight at big Lyceum. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Trouble With Women” (Par). Tall 
$15,000 or over looms. Last week, 
“Yearling” (M-G) (2d wk), fine 
$15,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (1,600: 50- 
70) — “Carrolls’ (WB). Excellent 
$14,000. Last week, “JohnnyO’Cloek” 
(Col), $11,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Trail Street” (RKO). Fancy $8,500. 
Last week, “Farmer’s Daughter” 
(RKO) (5th wk), great $7,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Ram- 
rod” (UA). Solid $11,000 or near. 
Last week, “Love and Learn” (WB), 
$11,000. 


= Uptewn (Par) (2,300: 50-55)— 
So gee al Affair” (UA). Okay 
,000. ast week, “Sea of “i 
(M-G), $4,500. sie sat 
World (Mann) (350: 50-99)— 


“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) (m.o.). Fair 
$2,500. Last week. “Honeymoon” 
(RKO) (2d wk), fair $2,000. 


Ink Spots Boost ‘Love’ 
Terrif $30,000, Seattle 


Seattle, June 17. 
Vaude lays an egg tomorrow 
(Wed.) at the Palomar, and “Egg 
and I” opens the following day, day 
and date with Orpheum. Stage 
shows haven’t done much in the 
last few months at this house, and 
likely will be out for the summer 
months at least. Biz generally is 
being dulled currently by the num- 
ber of holdovers and longruns. Ink 
Spots are boosting “Love and Learn” 
to a rousing session at the Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 
£ Blue Mouse (H-E) (800: 45-80)— 
Bedelia” (E-L). Slow $4,800. Last 
week, Apley” (20th) and “Deme- 
trio” (20th) (2d wk), $4,300, okay. 
Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 45-80) 
—‘“Sea of Grass” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Big $9,000 after very nice $14,000 
base (J&V 
: erty H) (1,650; 45-80) — 
“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) and “King 
Wild Horses” (Col) (24 wk). Oke 
$7,500. Last week, $9,300. 
7 Music Box (H-E) (850: 45-80) — 
Duel in Sun” (SRO) (6th wk). Big 
$7,500, holding. Last week. $8,300. 
PA arn + ga age (2,200; 45-80)— 
earling” (M-G) (5th wk). Gre 
$8,000. Holds. Last week, $9,100. e 
3 Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 55-$1) — 
Love and Learn” (WB) plus Ink 
Spots on stage. Terrific $30,000. Last 
week, “Buck Privates Home” (U) 
and “Millie's Daughter” (Col), big 
$11,000 at regular scale. 
e Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 45-80)— 
Cheyenne” (WB) (2d wk). Good 
ice in 6 days. Last week, stout 


$ 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 45-80) 
—"Billy Kid” (Rep) plus “Circus 
Days” on stage. Oke $3,000 in 3 days. 
Last week, “Heldorado” (Rep) and 





“Queen Amazons” (FC), plus Three | 


oe heading stageshow, good $6,- 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80) — 


“Buck Privates” «U) and “Millie's | 


Daughter” (Col) (m.o.). From Or- 





High-budget filmusical goes into 
production around Aug. 1. 





pheum. Good $3,500. Last w 
“Carrolls’ (WB) (3d wk), $3,300” 


more | 


‘Duel’ Via Pathe (Brit.) 
Insures ABC (WB) Time 


“Duel in the Sun” will be dis- 
tributed by Pathe in England, Neil 
Agnew, Selznick Releasing Organi- 
zation prez, announced yesterday 
(Tuesday). Agnew said the tieup 
assures “Duel” of playing time on 
the Associated British circuit, which 
is controlled by Warner Bros. There 
are strong connections, it was indi- 
cated, between ABC and Pathe. 

“Duel” is currently playing the 
Carlton in London, on a deal pre- 
viously made. New tieup with 
Pathe would indicate that reciprocal 
deal which has been talked between 
SRO and Sir Alexander Korda may 
be definitely off. Korda’s British- 
Lion would have handled SRO in 
England and vice versa. 














‘Duel’ Recoups 


Continued from page 3 





Neil Agnew, Selznick distribution 
chief, is figuring on about 4,000 do- 
mestic runs for the pic’s first time 
around and at upped admissions. 
Multiple-run technique employed in 
most areas is considered to have 
proved highly successful—so much 
so that a number of other companies 
are considering it or have definitely 
decided on it for certain of their pix. 

The 700 dates played have been a 
mixture of “cream” and hinterlands 
houses, Keys have included those 
in the Pacific northwest, California, 
Texas, southeastern states, middle 
Atlantic states, New England and 
New York. According to Agnew, 
the first 600 runs of “Duel” included 
only 150 of the country’s 1,000 top- 
grossing theatrés, indicating the film 
has done well in small towns as well 
as large and that there’s plenty of 
top coin still to be milked. 


SDG-Video 


Continued from page 5 gaa 














are considerably longer and more 
elaborate than the few hundreds of 
feet formerly shot. 


With basic scales and terms identi- 
cal to those accepted by the studios, 
SDG spokesman declared that the 
guild expected no difficulties in ne- 
gotiating with the majors. While 
commercial and industrial scales are 
lower, there may be a battle in that 
field because it has been heretofore 
unorganized. 


Wrangle over jurisdiction of tele 
performers has been a puzzler for 
the Associated Actors & Artistes of 
America for some time. Member 
unions of the 4A’s have agreed so 
far that a performer may work in 
video without joining another union 
if he already belongs to any one 
of these organizations. Meanwhile, 
a committee drawn from the 4As is 
working on the problem. 


Action by the SDG may touch off 
another dispute. SDG claims that 
tele directors handle their chores in 
a fashion closely similar to film- 
making. Production stints in video 
call for camera work, constant 
switching from long to short shots, 
and other film techniques, it’s said. 


Affiliation of the two branches of 
the SDG was closed by telegram 
from George Stevens, head of the 
Coast outfit, to Bud Pollard, his 
counterpart in the east. Principal 
features of the tieup are geographi- 
cal allocation of jurisdiction; per- 
mission of members to work in both 
territories; and use of substantially 
similar basic pacts with producers. 





Mary Pickford, head of Triangle 
Productions, handed the advertising 
account on “Sleep My Love” to 
Joseph Curtis, veepee of Weiss & 


——see 


Two 20th-Fox Sales 
Execs Victims of That 
W. Va. Plane Crackup 


Hand of fate cost C. E. Peppiatt, 
20th-Fox mideast division sales 
manager, and Sam Gross, Atlantic 
district manager, their lives in the 
crash of the Capital Airlines plane 
Friday (13) in West Virginia. 

Two sales execs had been ap- 
pointed to their posts less than two 
weeks ago in the general realign- 
ment of 20th’s sales organization fol- 
lowing the -resignation of sales vee- 
pee Tom Connors. In Pittsburgh for 
two days of huddles with Weldon 
Watters, 20th exchange manager, 
they were on theif way to Philadel- 
phia to look over the branch opera- 
tion there. Unable to get train 
reservations to Philly, they took the 
Washington-bound plane, hoping to 
make train connections there for 
Philly. 

Peppiatt, who was 53, and Gross, 
48, were both film industry veterans. 
Peppiatt had been in the business 
for 30 years, the last eight with 20th. 
He was promoted from Atlantic dis- 
trict manager to his new post by 
20th’s new general saiesmanager 
Andy Smith, Jr. Gross had been in 
the industry almost 25 years, mostly 
with 20th, and had been upped from 
Philly branch manager to succeed 
Peppiatt in the district position, No 
replacements for the duo have yet 
been announced. 

Peppiatt is survived by a widow, 
son and daughter. Surviving Gross 
are his widow and two sons. Funeral 
services for both will be held today 
(Wednesday) in Philly. 





N.Y. Bally for ‘N.O.’ 


A pair of airers, one from the stage 
of the theatre and the other from 
Columbus Circle, will mark the New 
Yerk opening tomorrow (Thursday) 
of Jules Levey’s “New Orleans” at 
the Winter Garden. WNBC will 
carry the latter show, which in- 
clues a jazz concert by a group 
headed by Louis Armstrong, who 
appears in the film. 

Columbus Circle etherizer by 
WOV, N. Y., will feature Art Hodes’ 








Geller, Inc. 


Mountain View Go 


NO INITIATION FEE © NO 


@ Championship Golf Course 
@ Swimming Pool 

@ Trout Stream, well-stocked 
@ Tennis 








© 45 MINUTES FROM BROADWAY 


Yand Counhy Clut 


THE 8OO-ACRE ADOLPH ZUKOR ESTATE 


MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE 


HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS . . . & few choice rooms still unreserved 


© For further information telephone or write 
CHARLES JOHNSTON, Gen. Mor., New City, Rockland County, N.Y. « Phone: New City 626 


crew and follow a trip up Broadway 
in an old New Orleans ballyhoo 
wagon. It will tie up with the Can- 
cer Fund. 











NO ONE 
WILL KNOW 


way youre TALLER 


Now Feliman Ltd. has 
designed men’s shoes that 
mete you almost 2 inches 
t taller — and yet look no 

different than our regular 
styles! They're called 
“Talle’’ and no one ex- 














SHOES 
cept you will know their secret — an 
exclusive, invisible built-in construc- 
tion that not only makes you taller, 
but actually adde to your comfort, 
In authentic styles for business, cas+ 
ual. and dress wear. If you can't 
come in, write for free catalog V1, 


FELLMAN LTD. 


**Thet individvel Teveh In Men's Shoes’ 


6 East 46th $t., New York 17,N. Y. @ 
855 Broad Street Newerk 2, N. J. ® 


SEEKING 


cogene who ever worked with Pear! 
White or appeared in the original 
‘Perils of Pauline” serials. Call Sid 
Mesibov BR 9-8700 for something 
of interest to you. 





— 




















AsSESSMENTS ¢ 


@ French Cuisine 

@ Starlight Dining and Dancing 

@ Private Movie Theatre and Television 
@ Cocktail Lounge 


DUES ONLY 
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Based upon 
the novel by 
JIMMY STARR 
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Adele Jergens - Jim Bannon - Leslie Brooks 


Screenplay by George Bricker, Dwight Babcock 
Directed by HENRY LEVIN + Produced by SAMUEL BISCHOFF } 
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RKO Twin City Houses Also Adopt 
Teen-Age Scale; Other Xchange News 





Minneapolis. + 


Twin City RKO theatres, the Min- 
neapolis and St. Paul Orpheums and 
the RKO-Pan here, are following 
the lead taken by the Minnesota 
Amus. Co. (Paramount) and estab- 
lishing special teen-age admission 
scales. It will be the same as used 
by Minnesota Amus. “A” houses, 35c. 
for matinees and 50c. nights, includ- 
ing tax, instead of 50c. and 70c. 
charged previously via adult scale. 
The “teen-agers” are youngsters be- 
tween 12 and 17. Kids up to 12 
years have a children’s admission 
of 12c. 

Following a special meeting to 
consider the matter, North Central 
Allied, independent exhib body, an- 
nounced its members will make no 
admission changes for the present. 
However, in some towns outside of 
the Twin Cities, Allied indies have 
had a “teen-age” scale for some 
time. In some of these towns the 
plan is controlled via issuance of 
cards at the high school. These 
cards must be presented by young- 
sters. 

In such towns as Albert Lea, 
Minn., these cards are issued in the 
high schools as a good conduct re- 
ward. They have been found by 
exhibitors as an effective means of 
eliminating juvenile rowdyism and 
vandalism in theatres. Before ob- 
taining the cards the young people 
agree tc conduct themselves prop-- 
erly in the film houses. 





Grainger To Rep’s Chi Meet 


James R. Grainger, Republic’s 
exec veepee in charge of distribu- 
tion, arrived in Chicago yesterday 
(Tues). where he will preside at the 
three-day sales meeting. Sam Sep- 
lowin, Central district manager, Nat 
Steinberg, Prairie district manager; 
and Will Baker, midwestern district 
manager, are attending the confab. 

Edward L. Walton, assistant gen- 
eral sales manager, joins Grainger in 
Chi today (Wed). 





Jim Crockett To Sack Ent. 


Dallas. 

James C. Crockett named Dallas 
branch manager for Sack Amus. 
Enterprises. For 17 years was Affili- 
ated Distributors of Atlanta, Char- 
lotte and New Orleans where he was 
eneral manager for Tom Brannon 
before’ he disposed of exchange to 
Film Classics. 

Bob Moscow, son of the late Sam 

oscow, southern division manager 
for Columbia, made new production 
manager. 





John P. Byrne’s N. Y. Session 


John P. Byrne, Metro eastern sales 
Manager, is the second of M-G’s field 
Sales toppers to headquarter a 
month at the homeoffice under the 
rotating plan recently inaugurated 
by sales veepee Wil’ @ F. Rodgers. 
Byrne follows John J. Maloney, cen- 
tral sales manager, who returned to 








his Pittsburgh headquarters over the 
weekend. ; 

Rodgers initiated the plan to give 
his field men a chance to take part 
in the homeoffice operation and to 
get a national as well as regional 
outlook on their work. 








ITOA Reelects 


All officers of the Independent 
Theatre Owners Assn. were reelected 
to their present posts at the annual 
meet of the theatre group last week. 


| Heading the slate was Harry Brandt, 


prexy; David Weinstock, first veepee; 
and Max A. Cohen, second veepee. 
Others tapped for another year were 
Leon Rosenblatt, treas.; Joshua J. 
Goldberg, sec’y; and John C. Bolte, 
sergeant-at-arms. 





F-WC Loses UA Heuse in L. A. 


Los Angeles. 

United Artists, local deluxe house 
currently operated by Fox West 
Coast, will revert to United Artists 
Theatres on June 28, under recent 
N. Y. court decision dispersing the- 
atre pools. Also effected is the 
Alhambra in Sacramento, owned by 
UAT but operated by FWC. 

Disposition of other UA-FWC 
houses in L.A. area is not affected 
at this time. Understood FWC will 
dissolve all its pooled theatres 
about June 25. 





Kyser Heads Buff. Ops. Again 
Buffalo. 


Merritt A. Kyser, owner of Auro- 


ra theatre, East Aurora, was Tfre- 
elected president and board chair- 
man of the Motion Picture Theatre 
Operators for three years. Other 
officers include _ vice-presidents, 
George Gammel, Buffalo; Sydney L. 
Grossman, Syracuse, veepees; Vin- 
cent R. McFaul, treasurer; Marion 
O. Gueth, secretary. 





Theatre Associates Adds 4 
Minneapolis. 

The trend toward combine buy- 
ing is increasing in this territory 
as more important situations line up 
with various groups that have 
mushroomed into existence in the 
last two years. Latest to join is Gus 
Baehr, who has affiliated his four 
Bemidji and Alexandria, Minn., 
theatres with the non-profit Theatre 
Associates buying and booking com- 
bine, which has most of the terri- 
tory’s largest and most important 
independent circuits. 

North Central Allied has started 
a campaign to bring all of terri- 
tory’s independent exhibitors into 
these combines and is also trying 
to effect a merger of the larger 


groups. ; 
Incidentally, North Central Allied 
is _ protestin against Minnesota 
University’s showing of foreign films 
in its Auditorium and advertising 
them in downtown dailies. A 
slightly lower price is charged than 





that at downtown “A” houses, Or- 


ganization claims the University 
Film Society, sponsoring the show- 
ings, is not functioning as purely a 
University of Minnesota project and 
is in direct competition to regular 
theatres. It wants the Society to 
limit attendance to university stu- 
dents and faculty members. 





Omaha Film Row Threatened 
Omaha. | 

Part of Omaha’s film row 13s 
threatened by the new city develop- 
ment plan. The nearly new Para- 
mount exchange, Ballantyne The- 
atre Equipment Co. and possibly 
Warner Bros. exchange may be vic- 
tims of move. Ballantyne and War- 
ners are in the spot wanted as a 
parking place for proposed $5,000,- 
000 auditorium and music hall. Par 
exchange stands on the ground 
wanted for the actual building. 

Universal plans a. new exchange 
here. 





U-Rank Salesmen Merge 

With integration of the special 
field sales force of the J. Arthur 
Rank division of Universal absorbed 
in the parent organization, a num- 
ber of Rank salesmen have taken 
key spots in U’s setup. Lester 
Zucker has become U’s Cleveland 
branch manager, succeeding Max 
Cohen, resigned. io 

Joe Gins takes over supervision 
of the Buffalo exchange in the spot 
vacated by J. J. Spandau, also re- 
signed. Joe Oulahan becomes special 
distribution rep in Washington. 
Jules Weill, another Rank fieldman, 
has stepped out of the company. 


LOEW’S GRAND, ATLANTA 
IN A ‘GWTW’ RUT 


Loew's Grand, Atlanta, will have 
the fourth world preem for a single 
picture when Metro’s “Gone With 
the Wind” tees off its new release 
there a reissue next Wednesday (25). 





Most of the action of Margaret 
Mitchell’s opus revolves around 
Atlanta. 


Film first opened at the theatre 
Dec. 16, 1939, when it ran 68 days 
on a roadshow basis. Film ran 11 
days on a continuous policy in 1940, 
and again in 1942, with the fourth 
world preem also scheduled at reg- 
ular admission prices. Second en- 
gagement of the current run of 
“GWTW” is scheduled for Shea’s in 
Erie June 27, but no definite date 
for the N. Y. opening has yet been 
set. 


Film was originally scheduled to 
open at the Criterion, N. Y., but was 
pulled because Metro didn’t want 
it to run too closely to “Hucksters,” 
both of which star Clark Gable. 
“Hucksters,” originally dated for a 
July 3 opening at the Capitol, N. Y., 
has been delayed in turn, with 
“Fiesta” now booked in for that 
date. Whether “GWTW” will now 
precede the opening run of “Huck- 











sters” hasn’t yet been decided. 
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The Officers and Directors of 
Cwentieth Century-Fox 


due to the deaths of 


SHilm Corporation 
announce that 


Cecil €. Peppiatt 


and 


Sam Gross 
Che Pbiladelphia Branch Office 
will be closed today 
Wednesday, June 18th 














End of Dip? 


Continued from page 5 


Liberty purchase contract is still 
subject “to certain legal questions.” 
There has, however, been a complete 
meeting of the minds. 


5. Despite upswing in biz, second 
quarter returns will be less than the 
$10,205,000 which Par garnered in 
the comparative quarter last year. 
“The percentage decline will, I hope, 
be not more than the percentage 
decline was between the respective 
first quarters of the two years.” 
(First quarter, this year, was $9,522,- 
000 against $11,587,000 in ’46.) “Good 
and satisfactory final six months” in 
*47 was predicted by Balaban pro- 
viding there’s no general economic 
upset, 

6. Since the first of the year, Par 
has avoided any increase in inven- 
tory. Par will be affected by the 
release of high cost pix during an 
ebb market and it’s still a question 
of “when and for how much.” “This 
is,a problem of holding inventory to 
the narrowest margin which is ade- 
quate to assure an unbroken supply 
of product and to enable us to make 
preparations for the proper launch- 
ing of ‘individual pictures.” 

7. Dumont television, in which 
Par has a 40% interest, is now 
operating its production line on post- 
war sets profitably. New and lower- 
priced models, now planned for the 
fall, will increase the demand for 
these products. Balaban said no 
technical obstacles in the way of a 
countrywide network of tele stations 
existed. That development will take 
place—‘‘it’s only a question of time 
and money.” 

8. Predicted that the British gov- 
ernment would not restrict imports 
of U. S. films, “Despite all the talk 
over the past months that the Eng- 
lish will establish quotas or insti- 
tute other restrictive measures, it is 








} 
| 


| 150 newspaper, 





my judgment that they will not.” | 


Also forecast growth of popularity | 


of Anglo pix here. 

9. Par’s plan to acquire showcases 
throughout world is temporarily 
stymied because of “turbulent” con- 
ditions and inflated costs. Company 
will go ahead as soon as conditions 
permit. Balaban interrupted his 
own statement with announcement 
that word had just been received 
that the company had closed for a 
new showcase in Cairo. 

10. Foreign business of the com- 
pany would probably equal that of 
1946, an all-time high. This despite 
difficulties in many countries which 
Par’s prexy summed up for the 
stockholders. 

Par’s plan for an investment com- 
pany to give the equivalent of 
bonuses to 45 key officials may be 
tested in the courts. Several let- 
ters from lawyers threatening suit 
were read at the meeting by the 
management during discussions of 
the plan. In the main, however, at- 
tacks staged against the scheme 
were weak and several stockholders 
changed their stand to the affirma- 
tive after Balaban explained its pur- 
poses, 

Briefly, the plan, now approved, 


‘calls for formation of a company 


which would purchase Paramount 
stock and hold it for the benefit of 
officials named by the management. 
Some 240,000 shares are to be issued 
to exces at two-thirds par value 
with the company paying the bal- 
ance. 


BUCKNER SHIFTS TO U-I 
AFTER 10 YEARS AT WB 


Hollywood, June 17. 

After 10. years with Warners, 
Robert H. Buckner has shifted to 
Universal-International under a two- 
way contract as writer and produ- 
cer. Initial report of Buckner’s shift 
to U-I caused strained relations be- 
tween both studios for a time last 
spring. 

Buckner’s last production at 
Warners was “Life With Father.” 
Currently he is inspecting U-I story 
properties to pick his first chore. 
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Original Strawhat Site For 
WB ‘Life With Father’ 
Preem Ahead of B’way 


Skowhegan, Me., where the No. 1 
American legit hit, “Life With 
Father,” had its original tryout at 
the Lakewood theatre eight years 


ago, has received the nod from War- 
ner Bros. to be the site for the 
world preem of the play’s film ver- 
sion Aug. 14. Joining the film com- 
pany in staging the special opening 
are Oscar Serlin, who produced 
“Life With Father” on Broadway; 
Mrs. Clarence Day, whose husband 
wrote the sketches. on which the 
play was based, and Howard Lind- 
say and Russell Crouse, the play’s 
co-authors. 

A New York delegation of over 
mag, trade paper, 
syndicate and radio editors are 
scheduled to make the trip by spe- 
cial WB train. Immediately follow- 
ing the Skowhegan preem, the 
Technicolor production starring 
William Powell and Irene Dunne 
will open at the Hollywood theatre, 
N. Y., with more than 200 day-and- 
date booking of the picture sched- 
uled for that week throughout the 
country. 

Film’s debut at the identical spot 
where the play was born recalls fact 
that Jake Wilk, WB eastern studio 
rep, who was among the first to see 
the legiter at the strawhat, was im- 
mediately sold on it. He was ulti- 
mately successful in snagging the 
film rights from some tough compe- 
tition. The $500,000 price marked a 
record because of its other terms 
and conditions. “Father” set a new 
all-time run on Saturday (14) with 
3,183 engagements, passing the rec- 
ord of performances for “Tobacco 
Road.” 














SAG Contract | 


Continued from page 4 


then will grant another limited ex- 
tension of the contract in order to 
seek agreement on the other points. 

At Guild headquarters the decision 
is that the producers are bargaining 
in good faith. However, say Guild 
spokesmen, ‘Producers’ resistance to 
some of our basic proposals is so 
strong, and from our point of view, 
so unreasonable, there is no cer- 
tainty of reaching agreements.” 

The board of the negotiating com- 
mittee plans an extension to June 
30, with the proviso that in the in- 
tervening two periods a tentative or 
substantial agreement must be 
reached on a number of specified 
basic issues. Should this agreement 
be reached on these basic issues, a 
board of the negotiating committee 
would be willing to recommend 
their acceptance.” 

This condition would clear the 
way for the continuance of negotia- 
tions for a limited period on the 
other points, in the hope that ulti- 
mately the Guild could submit a 
complete contract. 














With Apologies to Calvert 


The 
Family 
Jacobs’ 


has switched to 
Lake Tarleton Club 
Pike, N. H. 
from 
The Lord Tarleton 
Miami Beach, Florida 
.*THE FAMILY JACOBS, LAKE 


TARLETON CLUB, Sky High in 
the White Mountains, Pike, N. H. 

















LOVELY HUDSON VALLEY HOME 





sills and lintels, 
Magnificent view 
» Kingston, N. Y. 





FOR SALE 


11 rooms—4 baths. Stucco-on brick construction, 


Hud Ri { . ‘ 
“Heights” district son ver, 137 ft. fromtage by 480 ft. deep. Exclusive 


12 Miles Woodstock Playhouse, 18 miles P h si 
Large Garage with 6 Rooms Second Floor sae lente hos. 


ASKING: $25,000 


Owner—cC. D. Morris, 286 Clinton Ave., Kingston, N. Y. 
Phone: Kingston 10 





White marble entrance, 
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VACATION FROM 
GUNPLAY! 


Imagine! M-G-M’s “CYNTHIA” hasn’t a gun or a gangster in it! 
Exhibitors tell us that while there’s always room for those thriller-killer 








films their public is hungry for a change of pace in entertainment, at 
least one picture without murder and mayhem in it. “Oh, how we could 


clean up right now,’ showmen say, “with a picture in the Green Years 
manner!” That’s “CYNTHIA”! 


That’s why everybody’s saying “I fell in love with ‘CYNTHIA’.” Walter 
Winchell said it. So did Louella Parsons, Hedda Hopper, Jimmy Fidler, 
Earl Wilson, Louis Sobol and many others. “CYNTHIA” is the heart- 
beat of life. It’s young love’s first dream, first trouble, first ecstasy! And 
in it beautiful Elizabeth Taylor, the “National Velvet” girl, reaches matu- 
rity and stardom! 


There’s box-office money in “CYNTHIA”. Wonderful tie-ups. Smart 
promotion. A profitable effort for your showmanship! And a picture 


your patrons will be grateful for! 
x 


M-G-M’'s “CYNTHIA” — ELIZABETH TAYLOR, George Murphy, $. Z. Sakall, Mary Astor with Gene Lockhart, Spring Byington, 
James Lydon, Scotty Beckett + A Robert yA Leonard Production /* Screen Play by ‘Harold Buchman and Charles Kaufman « Based on 
a Play by Vina Delmar _.« Directed by ROBERT Z. LEONARD «. "Produced by EDWIN H. KNOPE_+« A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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BMB Takeover of Hooper Rating 
Setup Looks Hot; Decision May 


Come Out of 


Huddles This Week 





Broadcast Measurement 
was disclosed yesterday (Tue.) as 
toying with a plan to take over C. E. 
Hooper’s entire operation and move 
into the program popularity rating 
field as well as conducting average 
listening measurements. Just how 
serious the move is could be guessed 
from three facts: 

i. BMB prexy Hugh Feltis “unof- 
ficially” requested Hooper to submit 
a merger plan—which he did yes- 
terday at a luncheon meeting of the 
BMB research committee. 

2. The plan would enable BMB, a 
tripartite organization representing 
advertisers and agencies as well as 
broadcasters, to annex the Hooper 
operation “without financial invest- 
ment” at a time when BMB is run- 
ning low on funds and without a 
definite industry go-ahead for anoth- 
er nationwide station audience sur- 
vey until 1949. ¢ 

3. Plan has been requested by 
BMB ‘and submitted just in time for 
crucial meetings of the bureau’s ex- 
ecutive committee tomorrow (Thur.) 
and full board of directors Friday 
(20), which have been called to de- 
cide actually what BMB should do 
for the next year or two, and how 
it shall get money to do it with. 

New Company 

Hooper said his proposal called for 
all “continuous” reports issued by 
Hooper, including Network Program 
Hooperatings, to be published, copy- 
righted, billed and serviced by BMB. 
A new company would be formed of 
present Hooper personnel. BMB 
would “use a stipulated surplus of 
cash above costs collected from 
present and future subscribers over 
a 10-year period to purchase C, E. 
Hooper, Inc., stock for cancellation.” 


Bureau? 





This, Hooper claimed, would per- 
mit BMB to get into the program 
rating biz not only without financial 
investment, but “without immediate 
increase in organization, without 
change in structure, without in- 








crease in cost to subscribers, (and) 
(Continued on page 37) 


Kurlan’s 1506 Suit 
Vs. CBS on ‘Irma’ 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Writer-producér Arthur Kurlan 
filed a $150,000 suit against CBS in 
the California state court here to- 
day (Tuesday,) charging breach of 
contract, breach of trust and 
plagiarism in connection with CBS’ 
Friday night airer, “My Friend 
Irma.” 

Kurlan named in his suit William 
§. Paley, CBS board chairman; Guy 
della Chioppa, Paley’s assistant; vee- 
pee over programming Davidson Tay- 
lor, and Ernie Martin, Coast pro- 
gramming chief. Kurlan claimed 
that a year ago at the request of 
Paley, he supplied CBS with an au- 
dition platter of an original series 
based on characters from the “My 
Sister Eileen” legiter, radio rights 
to which he had acquired upon his 
Navy discharge. 

CBS kept the platter six weeks 
with no action, according to Kurlan. 
When he finally went to della 
Chioppa, he claimed, he was told 
that CBS wanted to produce its own 
shows, rather than negotiate with 
package producers. Suit charged 
also that the web had negotiated for 
Lucille Ball to do the “Irma” series, 
with Kurlan claiming Miss Ball had 
been a member of the cast which 
eut his original platter. 


Silvers Show Latest 
In N.Y. Originations 


Add to the expanding listgof New 








York originations the Phil Silvers | 


comedy show, which preems later 
this month on ABC. 


Show was originally scheduled to 
emanate from the Coast, but the 


Gulf Stands Pat 


“Not the time for budget expan- 
sion” was Gulf’s final decision last 
week to Young & Rubicam, which 
sought to interest the client in buy- 
ing a second show. 

Gulf currently sponsors “We, the 
People” on CBS. Says it'll stand 
pat with that. 


WNEW Cops Top 
Canadian Show 


WNEW, N. Y. indie, has copped 
U. S. rights to the Canadian show, 
“It’s a Legend,” in one of the more 


enterprising events of the week in 
radio. Move is believed fitst time 
for a dramatic show to be sent into 
the U. S. by Canada, and first inter- 
national exchange feature with an 
independent station. Show is sum- 
mer replacement for Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp.’s “Stage °47,” and 
is considered one of the top dramatic 
series of the season. 

Show, to run 14 weeks, will dis- 
cuss legends in 14 different coun- 
tries. Writers are Ray Darby (who 
composed CBS’ “Once Upon a 
Time”), Joseph Schull and Len Pe- 
terson, and director is Andrew Allan, 
who directed “Stage °47.” Arnold 
Walters is writing original scores. 
Half-hour show is beiag broadcast 
simultaneously from Toronto and 
N. Y., WNEW’s cost being merely 
for the line charges. It starts Sun- 
day (22) 9 p.m. CBC, at end of show, 
will tell its listeners that program is 
also being broadcast in N. Y. over 
WNEW. 

Likely that WNEW will follow 
this in the fall by picking up its 
successor, “Stage °48.” 

Move, considered one of few 
times an indie has copped a top 
Canadian show, is also further il- 
lustration of heavy Canadian inroad 
into U. S. radio, 


ST. LOUIS BD. OF EDUC. IN 
1066 PROJECT WITH FM 


St. Louis, June 17. 

The St. Louis Board of Education 
will augment its educational pro- 
gram with the operation of an FM 
transmitter following a green light 
given by FCC last week. The sta- 
tion will be established in a South 
St. Louis hard-of-hearing school, 
with studios and offices on the sec- 
ond fioor. A 315-foot transmitter 
tower will be erected on an adjoin- 
ing lot. Power of the station will 
be 3,000 watts and the range will be 
limited to the St. Louis area. 

Project will cost an_ estimated 
$106,000, 











CHATTER AND PLATTERS 


FRANK HARDEN 


In addition to disc-jockeying a 
full hour show every afternoon, he 
emcee’s numerous KLZ studio pro- 
ductions including “May Time” and 
the “Red Allen Show.” 

KLZ, DENVER. 


Coward Disking 
Music Shows As 
Bug Hits London 


London, June 17. 
Noel Coward, No. 1 show biz per- 
sonality, is currently making tran- 
scription history in Britain, Coward 
is writing, composing and appearing 
in a series of 13 special half-hour 


transcribed shows currently being 
produced in London by Harry Alan 
Towers, English radio producer. 

The “Noel Coward Program” fea- 
tures the star in person in programs 
composed of his best-known works 
collected from revues, musicals and 
other material, with the accent on 
music. Supporting cast includes art- 
ists recently associated with his 
| work in London, including Joyce 
|Grenfell and Graham Payne. 

Coward has never before appeared 
in a radio series and his broadcast 
appearances have been limited to oc- 
casional guest spots. New Coward 
program is designed for world-wide 
broadcasting and currently trans- 
mission -arrangements are being 
completed in South Africa, Canada, 
New Zealand and Australia. The 
BBC ban in Britain on transcription 
package deals may mean British 
listeners will never get the chance 
of hearing the Coward show. In- 
cidentally he was originally planning 
to do a BBC series this summer, but 
his transcription deal with Towers 
is now the only series contemplated 
by him. 

Radio rights in the program are 
currently being negotiated by Tow- 
ers in other territories and he’s in- 
'terested in the possibility of a deal 
in the U. S., even if it means con- 
| fining the use of the Coward pro- 
| gram to certain independent stations. 
In addition to the English version, 














;Coward is also recording a special | 


| (Continued on page 36) 





CBS Heave-Ho on ‘Live’ Coast Repeats 


The “live” Coast repeat bugaboo 
—for years the bane of network per- 
formers—has finally been given the 
heave-ho by CBS. It’s the first sig- 
nificant move on the part of NBC 
or CBS toward relaxing the ban on 
transcriptions. 

Word went out to the ad agencies 
last. Friday (13) that henceforth 
CBS will permit transcribed repeats 
of network shows for Coast listeners. 
Thus far no word's come from NBC 
on adopting a similar course, bur 
general feeling is that the same 
pressure that resulted in CBS mod- 
ifying its ban will soon cue a similar 
edict at NBC. 

Despite CBS’ move, however, it's 
considered unlikely that either net- 
/work will venture beyond the “re- 
peat” stage in allowing transcriptions 





Cue to NBC Relaxing Its Disk Ban 


aspect of recordings still holds—but 
for how long appears to be any- 
body's guess, 
Cross-Board Gainers 

The transcribed repeats will be 
|particularly beneficial to the cross- 
| the-board programs, such as Procter 
& Gamble’s Jack Smith show, and 
the forthcoming Campbell Soup Bob 
Crosby stanza, for in such instances 
)it now means performing five shows 
a week instead of 10. Feeling ha’ 
|long been that it’s unfair to talent. 
The pressure has been just as 
| Pronounced at NBC. Ralph Edwards, 
| for one, has long griped over the 
|“‘unfairness” of being forced to do 





a live repeat of “Truth or Conse- | 


| quences.” It's not only a case of 
hanging around the studio for several 
|hours, but, particularly in the case 


early start on the new Monte Proser|and accepting disk shows, as does!of “T or C,” it means starting from 


musical legiter, in which the come- 


|Mutual and ABC, Particularly not | 


iscratch again on the involved pro- 


dian will appear, necessitates the | at this time, when AFM prexy James! duction techniques, ete. 


switch to a Gotham origination. 
That ABC is pouring a lot of coin 
into the show is gleaned from the 


fact that it’s posted in the agencies|incur the Boss Man’s wrath. NBC! Actors and 
as client-bait as a $6,000 weekly and CBS philosophy of looking down | 


package. 


'C. Petrillo looks set to move in on 
;the multiple disk jockey program- 
|ming. The webs have no. desire to 


‘their noses at the whole technical 


CBS says it was motivated simply 
, by a desire to “give the actor a 
break,” with no hidden meanings. 
musicians will get the 
same rate of pay as applied to “live” 
| repeats. 





White Bill Seen In 


for Drastic 


Overhauling as Denny Jumps To 
- Industry Defense in Ist Hearnig 


Washington, June 17. 


It appeared virtually certain fol- 
lowing the opening day of the hear- 
ing on the White-Wolverton radio 
omnibus legislation here today 
(Tue.) that nothing like the present 
form of the companion House and 
Senate bills would be reported out 
of committee. e 


This conclusion was reached after 
FCC Chairman Charles R. Denny, 
Jr., appeared before the White sub- 
committee and carried the ball for 
the radio industry in opposing some 
of the most-controversial provisions 
of the proposed legislation. The con- 
clusion was strengthened by Sen. 
Wallace White and other committee 
members, who several times said 
they were willing to talk turkey on 
some of the hottest angles of the bill 
and indicated they were not wedded 
to any of them. 


As a result of Denny’s attitudes on 
several issues involved, it was ex- 
pected that in future testimony [the 
hearing is slated to continue at least 
through next Wednesday (25)) the 
through next Wednesday (25)] the 
the same side of the fence as FCC 
in opposing such provisions as: 

1. Giving the Government power 


to make economic determinations on 
how many stations a locality should 
have; 


2. Freezing-of the FCC’s network 
regulations into law, in even stricter 
form; 


3. Limiting of ownership of sta- 
tions so that no one licensee, AM, 
FM, and/or television, could operate 
stations which served more than 
25% of the country’s population; 


4. Requiring the labelling of news 
as against opinion on the air. 


Denny, joining foes of the attempt 
to legislate a single standard of mul- 
tiple ownership, said the 25% rule 
would permit one person to own all 
of the stations capable of serving 20 
out of 22 states west of the Missis- 
sippi, while the same rule would 
prohibit one licensee from owning 
two 50-kilowatt stations in New 
York and Chicago. Under this rule, 
he added, CBS, ABC and NBC 
would be forced to give up from one 
to three stations each. 

Denny declared he agreed with 
the objective of requiring labelling 
of news vs. opinion, but told the 
White group that in actual practice 
the rule would probably add “little 

(Continued on page 35) 








White Sees New Act Certain 


Washington, June 17. 


Sen. Wallace White, who fathered the first radio bill of 1927 and had 
a major part in writing the 1934 act, is confident Congress will pass a 
third radio measure—“if not in this Congress, then in the next.” The 
senator made his prediction to VariETy on the eve of hearings today 


on the White-Wolverton bill which 


is his version of what the industry, 


the Government and radio listeners need in the way of a new statute. 
White believes that new legislation is inevitable because there is a 


“reawakening of interest in radio 


matters throughout the country.” 


It’s his ambition, he frankly admits, to get legislation this session, since 
the Maine solon has announced plans to retire before the 81st Con- 


gress. White said he would like to 
he leaves Capitol Hill. 


see a new bill on the books before 


However, he is “not wedded to any particular section” of the 


present White-Wolverton bill. 
the measure has called forth such 
dustry men, since it is, as he sees 


The senator expressed surprise that 


hot and heavy opposition from in- 
it. largely a “reincarnation of the 


old Wheeler-White bill,’”’ which died in the spring of 1944. 


The veteran legislator declined 
particular section of the act until 
nothing now,” 
tation the industry puts on the bil 


punches and I want plenty of healthy discussion.” 


to give his interpretation of any 
after the hearings. “I am saying 


he declared, “because I want to hear what interpre- 


]. I don’t want them to pull their 
He said he wanted 


it made clear to opponents of the bill that when they came before his 
committee “they weren't talking to closed ears.” 
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Voice of Freedom Goes 
Out on Thin Ether Limb 
Espousing Steel Cause 


Example of how freedom might 
slip occasionally towards license 
was demonstrated last week when 





the Voice of Freedom, a_ liberal 
group, and Johannes Steel, com- 
mentator whose cause group is 





Agency Mahouts 
Take To Warpath 


On CBS’ Axings 


When CBS let the axe fall in its 





espousing, went out on a couple of 
. | 
ether limbs. | 


Events stemmed. from aé_ recent 
rally in New York sponsored by | 
VOF in behalf of Steel and his! 


Newsletter. Committee tried unsuc- 
cessfully to get time, paid or other- 
wise, on four N.Y. indies—WINS, 
WHN, WNEW and WMCA — but 
finally obtained a 15-minute spot on 
WLIB, N.Y. Post-owned indie, to 
air a portion of the meeting. 

Execs of the four indies which 
turned down VOF’s time requests 
have received copies of a petition | 
VOF said it was forwarding to the | 
FCC, criticizing the stations for the 
nix. Petition asked that the stations 
be called on to explain their turn- 
downs. Stations report that they 
were contacted by phone, just two 
days before date when VOF wanted 
air time. Beyond difficulty of ¢lear- 
ing time on such short notice, they 
decided in most cases that the pro- 
gram had to offer only one side on 
controversial questions and wasn't, 
in the final analysis, of vital public 
interest, 

But where VOF and Steel went 
out on the proverbial branch, was 
this. Last week Variety ran a story 
that Steel and VOF sought jointly 
to buy a 13-week cycle on WLIB. 
but that WLIB owner Mrs. Dorothy 
Thackrey nixed it. As result, story 
said, VOF was preparing a petition 
to the FCC asking it to reject 
WLIB’s application for full-time 
status. 


} 


publicity dept. a few weeks back. it 
probably didn’t take into considera- 
tion the inevitable repercussions 
from the ad agencies whose clients’ 


shows on the network would be 
affected by the curtailment in 
service. ’ 


The repercussions did set in last 
week, when the radio publicity top- 
pers of practically all the major 
agencies in New York got together 
at the Park Lane hotel to compare 
notes on how their shows were be- 


ing penalized on proper promotion 
and publicity. 

The publicity mahouts, 
thing, expressed particular 


for one 
resent- 


|ment over the dropping of the CBS 


fashion page service. Feeling was 
that such a service, especially in 
the hinterland newspapers, was of 
particular value. Tightening up on 
other services also occasioned gripes. 

Agency group screened its com- 
plaint into a letter to Frank Station, 
CBS prexy, requesting restoration of 
the services. Letter was signatured 
by Virginia Travers, of Compton 
agency; Harry Rausch, of Young & 
Rubicam; Dick Bellamy, of Benton 
& Bowles; Herb Landon, of Kenvon 
& Eckhardt; Benson Inge, of Ted 
Bates; George Wolf, of Foote, Cone 
& Belding; Bill Maloney, of BBD&O, 
all of whom attended the session, 
with Wauhillau LaHay of N.W. Ayer 





When story appeared, VOF lead- 
(Continued on page 35) 


‘and Al Durante of J. Walter Thom- 
‘spon joining in the move. 
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PACKAGE BOYS TAKE IT ON 











—_ 





“lock” in the evening kilocycles is 























Aluminum’s “Club Time,” which has 
occupied the period Mondays, is be- 
ing shifted to Tuesdays. 

Duchin show for Semler will tee 
off July 14 in the 4:30 p.m. slot, im- 
mediately following Paul White- 
man’s hour-long disk twirler, and is 
calculated, of course, to pick up 
some of the maestro’s audience. 
Stanza will be tabbed “Discoveries 
by Duchin” and each session will 
feature a different talent find by 
Duchin as well as his piano riffling 
and an accompanying group. (Duchin 
checks off the Kraft Music Hall NBC 
show). 

Semler switchover to the daytime 
field following 39 weeks of “Sher- 


cued to a new pitch to the femme 
market for the outfit’s Kreml sham- 
poo and hair tonic. Duchin show 
is slated for airing over more than 
200 outlets. , 

Stanza to take over the “Sherlock” 
Spot Mondays after the sleuth series 
bows out July 7 hasn’t been set. 


KILGALLEN SET FOR OWN 
COML SPOT IN FALL 


: Dorothy Kilgallen gets her own 
15-minute sponsored show in the 
fall, in addition to her current 
Dorothy & Dick” cross-the-board 
WOR breakfast program. Young & 
Rubicam, on behalf of Drackett & 
Co., ‘makers of Drano, window 
Cleaning fiuid, has purchased the 
thuiraday 10:45-11 a.m. time for a 
F “minute commentary (with guests) 
or Miss Kilgallen, budgeting $250,000 
for time and talent. 
va Ponsor figures it will be a natu- 
to spot Miss Kilgallen in the 
quarter-hour preceding “Breakfast 
a Hollywood.” She’s reported 
_ $1,000 for the once-weekly 








It marks Miss Kilgallen’s first solo 
ort since 1942, when she did a’ 
‘emme-slanted commentary | 


Similar 
for Johnson & Johnson on CBS. 





affiliation and that WGST, operated 
by the State Board of Regents for 
the university system, would lose 
$1,500,000 in contract cancellations 
if the switchover took place. CBS 
has the move slated for next Dec. 
15, when its two-year contract with 
WGST expires. 

Cook further contended that the 
Liberty Broadcasting Co., George B. 


(Continued on page 36) 


Y&R DROPS BOULTON 
AS EMCEE OF ‘PEOPLE’ 


Milo Boulton and Young & Rubi- 
cam agency are parting company, 
with result that Boulton checks off 
as emcee of “We, the People” Aug. 
5 after a five-year association with 
the Gulf Oil show. 

Agency failed to renew Boulton’s 
contract, feeling being that program 
has fallen into a too-groovey pat- 
tern and needs a hypo. Gulf is 
switching show over from its long- 
time Sunday night CBS slot into 
Tuesday night at 9, which means 
bucking the NBC “Amos 'n’ Andy” 
opposition. 

Plan is to audition candidates for 
the emcee role before making a final 
decision. 


Still Fighting That War 


North and South Differ, As CBS’ 
“Studio One” Learns 

One of the standard protests re- 
ceived by broadcasters concerns the 
name used in dramatic dialog for 
the 1861-1865 war. In the south 
they get peeved if it isn’t called 
“The war between the states.” In 
the north the G.A.R. gets irked if 
it is. Latter insist it’s always “Civil 
War” and nothing else. 

“Studio One” drew a protest from 
a New England G.A.R. Post last 
week when “Red Badge of Courage” 
used “War Between the States” once 
as a synonym, 

















Deal Being Set 


A package radio deal consisting 
of collegiate musical, dramatic and 
situation comedy formats is being 
peddled by Jim Gershman, Stanford 
Univ. senior, with Musie Corp. of 
America, to whom it was submitted, 
first in line for option. 

Shows, emanating from different 
radio workshops in major universi- 
ties, are written and directed by col- 


lege amateurs, although production | 


is by professionals, with AFRA and 
other union scales prevailing. Plan 
is to form a national radio institute, 
with scholarships, in order to aid 
amateur talent in the field. 

Show is live, travels to different 
schools throughout the country, at 
each of which it’s written by top- 
grade college writers. It’s being 
packaged at $3,500 a week. 


EE 


Poor Under-Par Paar | 

The _ boys-who-make-it-their- 
business - to - know-such-things 
have been expressing perplexity 
over the terms for the Jack Paar 
Lucky Strike summer show and 
the manner in which the melon 
is cut up. 

Paar show is a $10,000 weekly 
package, with Jack Benny, who 
controls the Sunday night time 
and is part owner of the pro- 
gram, cut in for 20%. The 
agency, Foote, Cone & Belding, 
gets 15% off the top. Paar’s 
agent gets 10%. 

Under the deal whereby 
Benny’s writers alternate in sit- 
ting in on script huddles in a 
supervisory - consultant capacity 
each for a three-week stretch, 
that’s said to lop another $1,000 
weekly off the sum total. 

Subtract the producer-orches- 
tra-gueststar, etc. talent-produc- 
tion nut, and the boys are won- 
dering how far under par Paar 
comes in, 




















for complete servicing via the Niel- 
sen Radio Index, which would mean 
$1,900,000 in the NIR coffers on the 
basis of the approximate $190,000,000 
in gross time sales racked up by the 
four webs last year. 


At present Nielsen has separate 
deals with the networks for limited 
servicing, but under the new con- 
tract it would entail an expansion 
of the service which would drastic- 
ally overhaul the whole NIR opera- 








| built around adventures of news- 
| papermen, Ed Byron will produce. 


tion in its dealings with agencies 
and other clients, 


LEVER SCOUTS LIKELY 
DATE FOR ‘FRIEND IRMA’ 


Deal for Lever Bros. to take over 
sponsorship of the CBS-built “My 
Friend Irma,” the Marie Wilson situ- 


ation comedy, ldoks practically set, 
via Young & Rubicam, agency on 
the account. Lever is dropping the 
Joan Davis show Monday nights on 
CBS, with Y&R pitching up a num- 
ber of lower-priced substitutes, in- 
cluding “Irma,” packaged at a re- 
ported price of $6,700; Alan Young 
(being dropped. by Bristol-Myers), 
and the new Georgie Price “The Big 
Time” vaude airer. Of the bunch, 
Lever likes “Irma” the best. 

Whether the client stays put in|} 
the fall in the Monday 8:30-9 time 
depends on what happens to Screen 
Guild Players, with Lever having 
the option on the preferred Mon. 
10-10:30 period. 


DeSoto Buys CBS Show 


























In first air campaign since the | 
war’s end, DeSoto cars has bought a | 
weekly half-hour program on CBS | 
starting Sept. 28 on Sunday night. | 
BBD&O was agency on the deal. 

Show, titled “Reporter at Large” 


shows. Feeling is that they've 
reached the saturation point, that 
they'll continue to hit a low ebb as 
the regular fall season gets under 
way. 


Lux, Screen Guild 
Top Hooper Parade 


It’s strictly CBS’ Hooper party, 
with Lux Radio Theatre and Screen 
Guild Players in the coveted No. 1 
and 2 spot, in the new ratings sched- 
uled for release today (Wed.). While 
the brace of Monday night pix adap- 
tation shows has long been in the 
Top 15 parade, it’s seldom that CBS 
has managed to Hoop the hurdles of 
the Hope - Fibber - Allen- Amos ’n’ 
Andy, etc., strong-pulling contingent 
on NBC. 

Factor, of course, in Lux copping 
the audience sweepstakes was the 
Al Jolson “Jazz Singer” performance 
on the night of the Hooper check, 
with Screen Guild going along for 
the “stay tuned” ride. 

Lux snared a 23.4, with Screen 
Guild getting a 19.6. Hope is in third 
place with 19.1, Red Skelton fourth 





| with 18.4 and Fibber & Molly nose- 


diving from the previous No. 1 spot 
to No. 5 position with 16.4. 


Bricker’s FM Permit 


Waslington, June 17. 

Two GOP legislators figured in 
FCC actions here last week. Senator 
John Bricker (R., Ohio) won an FM 
station permit in Columbus, where 
he also has a standard broadcast sta- 
tion bid on file. P 

At the same time, the Commission 
tabbed for hearing request of the 
Pawtucket Broadcasting Co., WFCI 
Pawtucket, R. I, to move its main 





| will comprise a series of dramats | studios from Pawtucket to Provi- 
| dence. Senator Harold McGrath (R, 


R. I.) is a stockholder in the station, 


cat 
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What's Still in a Name Whodunits Riding Current Crest i 
e : 9 € 3 ‘f 
: If you want a name personality to sell your product, it'll still e e a i 
cost $10,000 plus a week, despite all talk of trimming sails, economic With Musical Shows Close Second: * He 
, etc. ; 

ay oe “suotations around the agencies still indicate that the new 9 i 

season will find little difference where “name” shows are involved; . ee 

that a half-hour nighttime network show on a year-round basis is Current trends in radio buying Quiz Shows Aud. Partici S p 

still a $1,000,000 proposition—take it or leave it. j which has had an effect on the large % U roop 

For example, a Bob Burns show (counting all the production-talent advertising agencies and networks is 

accoutrements) will cost the client $11,500 a week. So will Danny | creating something of a crisis so far | — + The whodunits are riding the pro- Wy 

Thomas. And Garry Moore. Alan Young would come a little cheaper as the independent package pro- is gramming crest stronger than ever, 4 

—about $8,400. In each instance guest stars would obviously up the | qucers are concerned. Some have NBC Relaxes in Heat blanketing the four-network sum- - 

budget. You can get the CBS comedy team of Sweeney & March for already been forced out of business Flock of whodunits pencilled mer schedules. Close observers are a5 

= approximately $6,000. “My Friend Irma” is slightly higher. William | and others are waiting for the fall! in for the summer semester has | 0f the opinion that, come fall, they'll . 

Morris Agency has packaged a Tallulah Bankhead show that’s being selling season to tell whether they'll occasioned the trade comment: be more solidly entrenched than i). 

peddled for $10,000. cut their business-as-usual shingle. “What’s happened to NBC’s ban ever—proof positive, in the eyes of ) 
= <a reenact Most important factor affecting about limiting that network’s sponsors, that there’s no easier way ts 

9 ° . the indies is the preference of major| pang-bang stuff to two, or three | get a quick rating payoff for the :t 

| 7 talent agencies, ad agencies and net- at the most?” That was strictly least coin. +e 

ABC § Daytime Ar All So 9 works to develop their own pack-{ an inner-office edict several Running the whodunit “rating HEF 
ages. The webs have frequently re- months back. stealers” a close second in terms of a 

: e e fused to accept new shows because NBC acknowledges it’s relaxed agency-client preference are musi- 43 

2. 0 D S ri 5 J | of desire to experiment with their the rule for the June-July- cal shows, as evidenced, for exame- ETE 

9 * 1Z pu nce ail, own house-built programs. August dog days, but come fall | Ple, by the flock of summer replace- ii 

Another factor hitting the indie and it will return to the same ments, including Fred Waring, Sig- Hi 

ABC has hung the SRO sign on its+ package producers is the availability stiff policy, restricting it once mund Romberg, David Rose, the § i 
weekday daytime air in a multiple " of 37 top shows, incl.ding many es-| again to “Mr. District Attorney,” apa souse Carmen Dragon- i 
signaturing of sponsors for the net’s 1G for 15 Mins. of Pearce tablished names. Many of these lay- “Molle Mystery Theatre” and “bt -eacag Langford show, Meredith 
few remaining unsold segments. Neat outs are aligned with top offices the semi-whodunit “The Big a son, NBC’s Summerfield Band 
coup in shuffling programs to wrap ABC has calendared its new hour- | with huge sales staffs oiled wéth Story.” oncert, ete. . 
up bankrollers for a total of 154 day- | ong Saturday ayem Al Pearce and | virtually unlimited expense ac- Network is housing eight of ; As in the case of the whodunits, 
time quarter-houfs weekly in a His Gang roundup for a July 26 counts. The indie is hard pressed ’em during the summer: “Mr. it's figured that the average musical 
period of generally downward kickoff in the 9-10 o'clock slot and | to buck this type of competition suc-| D. A.,” “Call the Police,” the | 4m be wrapped up for moderate 
trends in billings boosts ABC’s total the net’s salesmen are pitching it cessfully. f Molle show, “Philip Marlowe” com accompanied by a sure guar- 
new business since Jan. 1 to well | around for sponsorship in 15-minute Tragedy of some of the independ- (Bob Hope’s sub), “Ellery | ty of pre-tested audience reaction, 
over the $12,000,000 mark. segments. Talent tab is $1,000 per | ents lies in the fact that many left} Queen,” the Peter Lorre-Camel without risking the elements of un- 

2 Deals just negotiated to close up quarter-hour, lucrative radio jobs elsewhere to go series, “Big Story” and “Mystery peat sey that _8o into comedy 
the last gaps in the daytime pro- No sponsor nibbles reported yet. | 1n business for themselves... Num- Without Murder.” scripting or playing around with un- 
gramming schedule were made with: ber of indepgndents would have ——— tested formats and personality. 

Toni Co., via Foote, Cone & Beld- bd swelled to greater proportions dur- And just as the cops-’n’-robbers ; 
ing agency, which is increasing its r la > ing wartime except for the scareity 2 stuff will be riding high in the fall, ail 
three-a-week sponsorship of the of office space and unavailabity of 1é Sell ef there's a definite conviction that the ii 
8:15-3:30 segment of “Ladies Be telephones, which kept many at their 47~"48 season will see a resurgence by 
Seated” to five days. (First 15 min- CBS A : T gn Ee . Sot eta renr rents a i 

* . © x ’ . r of in- - ° ‘ ? fate 
asa sere a cross-the-board by ction 0 dies are still figured to remain in Exclusive Deal Higher Prices Up North + 

R. B. Semler, via Erwin, Wasey business. All a package producer Current high value placed on byt 
agency, which is dropping “Sher- € has to do at any time is get lucky whodunit properties with a high ‘ f 
lock Holmes,” the Monday night wiic ets and hit with one solid show. “Info Hooper background is evidenced ay 
whodunit, and going into day- Please” has kept Dan Golenpaul in OW one by the upped price tag attached 4 
times programming for the first the chips for a decade, while there to “Mr. and Mrs. North.” When Pe 
time with a Monday-Wed.-Fri. Eddie Atlanta, June 17, | are no complaints from the Frank Looks like th Nielsen-f ane hited oh DS Ee eee ie 
Scie chow, CBS’ move to switch outlets here, | Cooper, Lou Cowan and Bernard ooks like the A. C. Nie oen- our- (garnering a consistent 14 and i 

Drackett Products Co. (Draino dropping state-owned 5,000-watter Schubert offices, which have hit network deal for an exclusive con- plus rating) it was a $6,000 pack- if 
and Windex cleaners), via Young & | WGST in favor of Fort Industry- with a number of successful shows. | tract has gone cold. Matter has been ag s price today is $8,000 int 
Rubicam agency, which is making owned 50,000 watt WAGA, struck a However, majority of indies are | pending for some time and there : & price today 1S $6,000. 4 * 
its network debut with a Thursday | 824g yesterday (16) when the State | hard hit at the moment and a great | A +1 = he. 
morning quarters-hour to feature |°f Georgia, charging the network | number of foldos are looked for in — . 8 ee ae Loft the low-budgeted musicals, a t ‘ 
Dorothy Kilgallen (see ,separate with conspiracy in restraint of trade, the fall. Nielsen returns from Europe, but it's “hangover” from the summer. — : 
story). Spot for Drackett, 10: 45-11 obtained a temporary injunction in reported that the networks consider; Unlike the summer cycles of the ‘4 
a.m., opened up as result of curtis | U- S. district court to prevent the the price too steep and will let the| past few seasons, there’s one dis- ss 
Publishing Co. reducing its Tues.- | tTansfer. 0 é e ac a é ;, tinguishing feature of the current , 

z through-Fri. “Listening Post” at this| Attorney General Eugene Cook whole thing drop. hot-weather period, and that is the 
hour to a Monday-Wednesday-Fri- told the court that the CBS action Stipulation was that the networks | geciged drop in interest surround- 
day item, effective Aug. 4. Club prevented competitive bidding by would pay 1% of their gross billings| ing audience participation and quiz 

the two stations for the network 
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RADIO REVIEWS 


Wednesday, June 18, 1947 





LAWYER TUCKER 
With Parker Fennelly, 


Is, Mae Shults,’Arthur Ander- Robert Maxwell, Jubala res, Jan 
=, “Ted Osborne, Cameron An- Savitt’s orch; Frank Goss, an- 
drews nouncer a 

Writers: David Howard, Howard Producer-director: Mann Holiner 
Breslin 30 Min.; Wed., 9 p.m 


Producer: Knowles Entrikin 
30 M'ns.; Thurs., 9 p.m. 
ELECTRIC AUTO LITE CO. 
WCBS-CBS, N. Y¥. 


(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 


“Lawyer Tucker,” who has hung! of popular 


out the shingle for the 


| pHAPSODY IN RHYTHM 


Maurice With Peggy Lee, Johnny Johnston, 


LORILLARD (OLD GOLDS) 
WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 
(Lennen.& Mitchell) 

The 1947 edition of Old Gold’s 
summer show is fresh, easy to take 
and welcome. A good compilation 
music items, it has 





summer | variety in entertainers as in music 


months in the Dick Haymes musical | styles, and is expertly put together, 


time slot on CBS, represents one of 


| despite the disarming,.engaging in- 


the few endeavors to inject some) formal attitude of handling. 


fresh programming into the summer | 


Wednesday’s (11) premiere started 


replacement schedule. As such the/ off smoothly, apparently effortlessly, 


Electric Auto-Lite Co. and Ruthrauff|jn an 


easy-going introduction of 


& Ryan rate a nod for bypassing the | participants, and a brief, attractive 


catalog of has-beens that are usually 


reserved for radio’s dog days. 


This one is built around Parker| Johnston doubled as 


Fennelly, most prominently 


tified to radio audiences as the Titus | mantic 
a, Peggy Lee’s sultry 
heart and his| while all the participants came up 


Moody of Allen’s Alley. He's 
lawyer with a big 
own ideas of justice, as contrasted 
with the more youthful, literal- 
minded hue-to-the-written-law bar- 
rister who is the junior partner. As 
such it’s formulated in the vein of 
Lionel Barrymore’s “Mayor of the 
Town” and similar type shows. 
Unfortunately, “Lawyer Tucker” 
is still in the “promissory” stage. 
As scripted by David Howard and 
Howard Briskin, the initial stanza 
(12) gave some evidence that a real, 
live warm character might emerge— 
the No. 1 requisite for this type 
show. But the scripters jammed so 
much into that first chapter, in order 
to set tre modus operandi, that they 
left little or no time to endow Dan 
Tucker with those human equations. 


A more leisurely pace would be 
in erder. one sequence or incident in 
place of the multiple action. And 
the attempt to endow Dan Tucker 
with distinctive characteristics by 
giving him a vocal impediment 
seems to be taking the easy way 
out. At least it tended toward ex- 
asveration on the initial broadcast. 


Cast is adequate enough. That 
goes for Maurice Wells, as the junior 
partner; Mae Shults, as Dan Tuck- 
er’s sister and housekeeper, and the 
others. 


Commercials are confined to af 


mirimum and are in respectable 
taste. Rose. 





THE ADVENTURES OF BILL 

LANCE 
With Gerald Mohr, Howard McNear; 

Owen James, announcer 
Preducer: Dwight Hauser 
30 Mins.; Sat., 9 p.m. 

Svstaining 
W*Z-ABC, N. Y. 

This Coast-originated show is out- 
fitted in typical summer garb—thin, 
transparent and breezy, but without 
tightly knitted lines and sharp story 
creases. Gerald Mohr, frequent 
star in Hollywood B productions, 
makes a bland, affable, know-it-all 
amateur detective but, once again, 
he’s cast in a minor affair. Script 
for the initial show (14) was gabby 
and conventional, falling down both 
- the sphere of suspense: and com- 
edv. 

Story opened with a corpse falling 
across the threshold of Bill Lance’s 
apartment. After examining all rel- 
evant details, includin- fact that 
the body was shot full of bullet 
holes, the crime expert profoundly 
deduces: “This adds up to murder.” 
Plot complications from that point 
were equally obvious and any dialer, 
trained in the tradition of the more 
artful air whodunits, could have 
called the turns way in advance. 

Herm. 


QUIET PLEASE 

With Ernest Chappell, Claudia Mor- 
gan; Gene Perrazzo, organist 

P noducer-Director-Writer: Wyllis 
Cooper 

30 Mins.; Sun., 3:30 p.m. 

Sustaining -« 

WOR-MBS, N. Y. 


This is a novel series that Mutual 
has slotted for a strawhat tryout in 
the web’s popular “Juvenile Jury” 
spot. It’s a quietly emotional nar- 
ration by Ernest Chappell, with ex- 
pressive organ backgrounding, of 
stories imaginatively scripted. The 
yarns range from the whodunit to 
the romantic, last Sunday's (15) be- 
ing in the latter class. It was a 
highly sentimental piece—reminis- 
cent somehow of the song “Laura’— 
of an unnamed young man’s long, 
aching search for the girl of his 
dreams. The girl (plaved by Claudia 
Morgan, guesting on the show) also 
futilely searches for him. They meet 
death at the same instant, at the 
same spot, without meeting. 


The piece suffered most from its 
drawn-out length: by the half-hour’s 
end it was beginning to seem as 
never-ending and dreary as the 
man’s search. It was quite a load 
for Chappell to sustain almost alone, 
although he gave the performance 
warm character. Miss Morgan did- 
eaually well. Direction was care- 
ful, the backgrounding (including 
sound effects by the organ) very 
effective. and the seguing through- 
out deftly done. 

Judged by this stanza, the show 
isn’t apt to set the Hooperatings 
afire, but it can provide a warmly 
appealing half-hour if given tales 
of sufficient substance. The script- 
ing has colorful quality. Doan, 


| singing commercial, to set the sum- 


mer’s mood and tempo. Johnny 
emcee and 
iden-| singer and did both well. His ro-| 


blended well 
type of song, 


style 


'to par. Johnston contributed “Old 
| Devil Moon”; Miss Lee “Sunday 
| Kind of Love,” and the two dueted 
in “Wonder Who.” Harpist Robert 
| Maxwell had a neat turn with 
| Jerome. Kern selections, and the 
Jubulaires gave out with “Casey 
Jones.” Company, in toto (includ- 
ing Jan Savitt’s orchestra), took 
part in Irving Berlin selections. 

Most unusual offering, perhaps, 
was the neat insertion by Savitt of 
a Bach fugue set to jazz with a great 
deal of tricky arrangement. Leopold 
Stokowski, in whose regime Savitt 
fiddled in the Philadelphia Orchestra 
second violin section, wouldn’t ap- 
prove. But it rates encores. 

Two mid-commercials were pleas- 
|} ant, persuasive plugging—not hard- 





with | 


pressuring—and suited. Bron. 


READER’S DIGEST SUMMER EDI- 

TION 
With Tom Shirley, Carl Swenson, 

Ronnie List, A. N. Martin, others; 

announcer Ron Rawson; Jack Mil- 

ler orch 
Writer: Robert Sloane 
Director: Marx Loeb 
Producer: Harry Ingram 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 10 p.m. 
HALLMARK 
KMBC-CBS, Kansas City 

(Foote, Cone & Belding) 

One of the few regular network 
dramatic shows to continue through 
summer is this half-hour for Hall- 
mark cards, albeit the summer ses- 
sions are to be carried on with sev- 
eral changes from regular format. 
Main difference is that the show, in 
a realistic vein, will continue with- 
out the services of the stage and 
screen guesters which hypoed the 
budget considerably. ,Instead the 
story will be carried by regular 
radio actors, and the first edition 
under this policy last Thursday (12) 
was an adaptation of.A. J. Cronin’s 
“The Doctor of Lenox,” first of the 
“Most-Unforgettable-Character-I’ve- 
Ever-Met” yarns to appear in the 
Digest. 

Story of a crippled boy who be- 
came a great Scottish. doctor had 
Carl Swenson in the lead, with Ron- 
nie List taking the part as a boy, 
and A. N. Martin in the part of 
Cronin and narrating the yarn. For 
listening value the show stacks u 
well with the standard set throug 
the winter series, and in this case 
had the benefit of an appealing story. 

If this is a fair sample, the pro- 
gram will do very well without the 
star leads, as the story was nicely 
told. What dropping the stars means 
to the average listener is something 
else, and something the Hallmark 
people will have to eye carefully 
through the summer series with the 
fall Hooperatings in mind. 

Tom Shirley, who has been an- 
nouncer heretofore, stepped in as 
the emcee, replacing Richard Koll- 
mar, who had been with the show 
since last fall. Added to the show 
as announcer is Ron Rawson, who 
handled the commercials well 
enough, but a time or two appeared 
to be affected by the newness of the 
job. Harry Ingram, Marx Loeb, 
Jack Miller and writing crew, all of 
whom put the past shows together, 
continue with the new format. 

Quin. 


CONCERT OF NATIONS 
With Leslie Bell Singers, John 

Duncan 
Writer: Gilbert Chase 
Producer: Ernest Morgan 
Musical Director: Leslie R. Bell. 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 11:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNBC-NBC, N. Y. 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp. is 
cooperating with the NBC Univer- 
sity of the Air in airing a summer 
series of 16 concerts featuring Cana- 
dian choral groups. First four are 
originating from Montreal and head- 
lining the Leslie Bell Singers, an 
all-girl a cappella group composed 
of* office workers, students, teachers 
and other non-pros, averaging 21 


scripting the series, is NBC Univer- 


Girls, in their preem airing last 
Thursday (12), opened with “Star 
Spangled Banner” in honor of Presi- 
dent Truman, then visiting Canada, 
and followed up with a Negro 
spiritual, a Handel composition, and 
folk songs from _ overseas. They 
naturally reminded a U. S. listener 








but they were just about 50% bet- 











BLUE BARRON 
Broadcasters say: “This is Blue 
Barron’s year.” 
His new style for “specialties” main- 
tains just the right balance between 
comedy and melody to please kids 
and oldsters alike. 

Blue’s latest transcription session 
for Lang-Worth included several of 
these specialties—now en route to 
450 station. affiliates. 


LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK 


sienhanial 











Transcription Review | 


FAVORITE STORY 

With Ronald Colman, others 

Writer-Director: Jerry Lawrence, 
Robert E. Lee 

Musical Director: 
Robert Mitchell 


30 Mins. 
(Frederic Ziv) 


This gilt-edged plattered series of 
dramats marks the biggest and best 
achievement of the open-end show 
makers since this type of operation 
was born. Judged in terms _of 
straight radio programming, aside 
from any surviving prejudices to the 
legally required e.t. tag line, these 
platters will take their place with 
the crowned circle of live dramatic 
shows such as the “Theatre Guild of 
the Air,” “Lux Radio Theatre,” etc. 





Claude Sweeton, 





years of age. Gilbert Chase, who’s | 


sity of the Air’s supervisor of music. | 


Like the others, “Favorite Story” 
oozés with that opulent quality; 
however, in this case, it becomes 
available to an indie quarter-watter 
in Zenith, Ind. for only a couple 
of bucks. With this effort, the tran- 
scription outfits’ implicit challenge 
to the nets becomes unmistakably 
explicit. ; 

These shows are buffed down to 
glistening slickness. No new trails 
in conception or execution are 
blazed in these half-hour periods, 
but the traditional ingredients of 
pace, timing, atmospheric realism 
and thesping excellence come to full 
realization. Name of Ronald Col- 
man should provide a powerful ini- 
tial comeon for listeners but chief 
responsibility for this series’ superi- 
ority belongs to the team of Jerry 
Lawrence and Robert E. Lee, who 
produce these show: with an evi- 
dent loving regard for their own 
scripts. 

Platters, based upon favorite sto- 
ries chosen by w.k. »personalities, 
range from adaptations of popular 
fiction through literary oddities to 
the classics) On many of these 
shows, Colman is only a figure-head, 
serving ‘briefly with some opening 
and closing comments without ap- 
pearing in the dramat itself. With 
or without Colman, however, these 
programs succeed in projecting the 
original work with remarkable au- 
thenticity. 

Two platters illustrate the versa- 
tility of the entire series. One of 
them, sans Colman as actor, was 
taken from an obscure short story 
by Fitz-James O’Brien entitled, “The 
Diamond Lens.” It was a weird, 
thrilling fantasy of a mad scientist 
who discovers a human form of life 
existing in the sub-atomic realm of 
matter. Scripting, acting and back- 
ground music combined in a strik- 
ing manner to carry off the difficult 
art of making the absurd sound 
absolutely persuasive. 

The other platter starred Colman 
in Edmond Rostand’s “Cyrano de 
Bergerac.” Difficult as it was to 
imagine the perennial cinema idol 
as having a terrifying schnozz, this 
show rang beautifully with the 
play’s _Tomantic poetry. Colman, 
_ with his cultivated articulation and 
| caressing sing-song intonations, had 
a field day as the tragic-comic figure 
| of many well-chosen words. Sup- 
| porting players on both platters con- 
| tributed top calibre performances. 
Herm. 








| ter than Spitalny’s chirpers. Their 
|choral work was more finished, 
showing evidence of careful direc- 
tion and spirited interest. Shading 
of their voices at many moments 
, had thrilling deftness. U. S. radio 
has none too much of this level of 
| choral entertainment and it’s regret- 
; table that a stanza of this sort 
| couldn't be aired at a better listen- 
, ing time. 

|. John Duncan, Canadian harpist, 
| contributed an interesting variation 


of the “Hour of Charm” chorals— | on a French theme by Henri Jacquin 


titled “Irondelle,” Doan. 


They should know! 4 





AN EVENING WITH ROMBERG 

With Sigmund Romberg orch, Anne 
Jamison, Reinhold Schmidt, Red 
O’Connor, announcer 

Director: Keith McLeod 

36 Mins., Tues., 10:30 p.m. 

RALEIGH 

WNBC-NBC, N. Y¥. 


(Russel M. Seeds) 


Composer-conductor Sigmund 
Romberg is another summer peren- 
nial and again he’s moved into the 
Red Skelton Tuesday night time on 
NBC for Raleigh’s while the come- 
dian vacations for 13 weeks. “An 
Evening With Romberg” is exactly 
what the show’s title rg erg 
minutes of uninterrupted light mu- 
sical fare, with emphasis on ersatz 
symphonic arrangements out of the 
semi-classical library. 

It’s probable that there’s a sizeable 
segment of the listening audience 
that prefers this type of late evening 
fare—music that’s on an even keel. 
It’s music that, a3 in the case of last 
week’s (10) preem, whether Rom- 
berg is playing Tschaikowsky, a 
Fritz Kreisler medley, music out of 
his own vast operetta catalog, or 
even the National Emblem March, 
which served as the curtain-raiser, 
he somehow has the faculty (happy 
or unhappy, according to the listen- 


| er’s taste) of Ty them all sound 
f 


pretty much alike. it’s excitement 
that one craves in his music, then 
this is certainly not the dish, for 
“An Evening With Romberg” isn’t 
calculated to raise one’s tempera- 
ture. It somehow smacks of a sum- 
mer park concert. 


The orchestral’ selections are 
broken up by vocal assists from 
Anne Jamison, who did _ nicely 
enough with “Alice Blue Gown,” and 
baritone Reinhold Schmidt, who had 
his innings in the big closing pro- 
duction number built around Rom- 
berg’s music, in which he also dueted 
with Miss Jamison. 

And then there are the “all new 
moisturized Raleigh 903 commer- 
cials,” probably the most grating- 
on-the-nerve plugs of any in radio, 
with the multiple reprise of the 
moisture sound effects sufficiently 
to spoil any one’s enjoyment of a 





program. » Rose. 
TWO-THIRTY VISIT 
With Dick Fansler, Jimmy Boyer, 


Tom Moriarity, Guy Foster 
Writer: Roberta Armstrong 
Producer: Bill Frosch 
15 Min.; Mon. thru Fri.; 2:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WISH, Indianapolis 


Five-a-weeker has all the homey 
stuff in it, with singer Dick Fansler, 
slow Hoosier drawler, doing both the 
announcing and singing. Script ac- 
cents historicaL and geographical 
landmarks, plus throwing in public 
service announcements. Writer 
doesn’t get involved, keeping it 
simple and tied in with Fansler’s 
manner of spieling. 

After theme; “Banks of the Wa- 
bash,” Rhythm Makers open with a 
stepped-up and fine arrangement of 
French song, “Golden Wedding.” 
Fansler edges into current fave, 
“Mam’selle,” in refreshing manner 
in just plain unadorned crooning. 
Hoosierana feature follows with pitch 
for nearby James Whitcomb Riley 
home. Least pleasing of tunes is 
“People Will Say We're in Love,” 
which is overlong and overdone. 
Closer is “Too Many Times,” novelt 
type piece with Fansler on vocal. 
Show is up: to par with most of 
network or larger city programs of 
similar type. Better time stanza 
might be at 10:30 p.m. for a relax- 
ing 15 minutes before hitting the 
hay. Zabe. 


CURFEW CLUB : 
With Bob Goerner, narrator 
Writer-Producer: Goerner 

40 Mins.; 11:15 p.m.; Mon,-thru-Fri. 
Sustaining 

KQW, San Francisco 


This is a scripted and timed disk- 
jockey show that is a welcome re- 
lief from most of the platter semes- 
ters, since it does not suffer from 
alleged comedy watered down by 
hemming and hawing resulting from 
unsure gabbing, 

Cutting out vain efforts to be 
funny or giddy, “Curfew Club” 
sticks to its knitting of spinning 
good selections, with chatter held to 
pertinent information concerning the 
tunes, songsmiths and bands thereon. 
As a newsy switch, Bob Goerner 


items such novelties as weekly sur-| 


vey of 10 top tunes on records in 


area, with promotion tieup of dis- | 


tributing printed list of top disks to 


350 retail outlets for posting in 
stores. 
Other slants are twice weekly 


guests (Glen Gray, Georgia Gibbs, 
Dorothy Shay, Jean Sablon); “Critics 
Disagree” with verbatim quotes from 
record reviews, pro and con, and 
with listener invited to decide which 
is right; “Musical Mystery”; and in- 
ternational exchange of record and 
music news with Australian disk- 
jock Bill McColl, 2KY Sydney, with 
monthly exchange of spinner air- 
mailed via National Airways, Ltd., 
and with similar tieups in offing 
with Africa, Philippine Republic; 
Alaska, and other points. 


SUMMERFIELD BANDSTAND 
With Jack Meakin and orch; Ken 
Carson, Richard Le Grand, Earle 
Ross, Walter Tetley; John Wald, 
announcer 
Writer: Andy White 
Producer-Director: Fran van Hartes- 
veldt 
30 Mins.; Wed., 8:30 p.m. 
KRAFT FOODS CoO. 
WNBC-NBC, N. Y. . 
(Needham, Louis & Brorby) 
“The Great Gildersleeve” is on 
summer vacation, but some of hi 
fellow townspeople of mythica 
Summerfield are: sticking around to 
inject their characteristic banter 
here and there in a _ hot-weather 
series set in the town park on the 
weekly*® band concert night. Jack 
Meakin, musical conductor of the 
Gildersleeve show, wields the baton 
over the village tootelers. Ken Car- 
son is billed as regular soloist, and 
various femme singers are to be 
guest chirpers. 


Stanza got under way last Wednes- 
day (11) with Meakin and his 25 
brass and reed pieces turning out 
standbys like “Washington Post 
March” and “Tales of the -Vienna 
Woods” in true town park tempo, 
It had a nostalgic note for anyone 
who's lolled on the village green on 
a summer eve while the volunteer 
firemen’s band blared. But there’s 
no particular pleasure in hearing 
“Tales” played this way after you’ve 
heard it done in a properly graceful 
tempo. Carson’s piping was plea- 
sureable to hear, although his croon- 
ing of ‘“Mam’selle” was out of char- 
acter with the setting. And the 
bobbysox squealers should be shooed 
off the green. Kay Starr’s guest 
singing of “It’s a Good Day” was 
punchy, but likewise out of mood 
with the occasion. 

As for the intermittent carryings- 
on of Gildersleeve’s relatives and 
neighbors, there wasn’t any particu- 
lar pgint in them. Presumably they 
serve, however, to give devoted lis- 
teners a feeling that Summerfield’s 
still on the map and to keep them 
looking for the Great G’s return. 

Doan. 


UNDER ARREST 

With Craig MacDonald 

Writer: William Wells, Jr. 
Producer-Director: Charles Paul 
30 Mins.; Sun., 5 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WOR-MBS, N. Y. 

Another cops-and-robbers show, 
“Under Arrest” is pinchhitting for 
Mutual’s “Shadow” series during the 
summer season with the normal 
quota of bang-bang stuff. It will 
serve as hot weather fare for ¢he 
crime addicts who don’t want to be 
upset by the slightest departure from 
the pat formulas. Scripting in this 
show is highlighted by an under- 
world jargon so thick and so pseudo 
that it can pass for burlesque. Even 
the cops snarl out of the corners of 
their mouth with a dese, dem and 
dose accent. 

Hero of the series is one Captain 
Drake, portrayed by Craig MacDon- 
ald with appropriate vigor. Kickoff 
Stanza last Sunday (8) revolved 
around an insurance company’s 
effort to track down a gang of jewel 
thieves. Plot complications were all 
on the familiar side but nobody 
slows down for a breath. Program 
draws the conventional crime-does- 
not-pay moral and with Drake on 
the job, all’s well at headquarters. 

Herm. 





PATTER BY PATTERSON 
With Crain Patterson 

15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 10-10:15 a.m. 
WONS, Hartford 

Combining pleasant nonsensical 
gab with interludes of fair weather 
piano playing, Crain Patterson man- 
ages to dispense with a bright 15- 
minute morning spot. 

Patterson effuses a warm person- 
ality into his gab and triples at 
chirping to the accompaniment of 
his ivory tickling. Gives with pops 
and old faves, latter played at the 
request of the mail route. Eck. 





WINS 50 PARTY. 

With Tallulah Bankhead, Bert Lahr, 
Jerry Colonna, Warren Austin, 
James D. Shouse, Mel Torme, 
Tommy Handley, Larry Carr, 
Dorothy Day, Jack Eigen, Martha 
Lipton, Dick Styles, Walter Scheff, 
Monica Lewis, Al Bernie;.Mel Al- 
len and Red Benson, emcees 

Producer: Jerry Danzig 

Director: Russ Armbruster 





| Writers: Irwin Lewis, Jim Parsons 
_ 60 Mins.; Sun. (15), 1 p.m. 

| Sustaining 

| WINS, N. Y. 


| ’ aT Pe 

| Crosley’s N. Y. indie’ cooked up 
_ this full hour of all-st&r potpourri 
| to celebrate its newly inaugurated 


y | 50,000 watts of daytime power. It 


| came off rather unevenly—marred 
three times by breaks in the signal 
running a total of approximately 30 
seconds—but served to showcase 
some of WINS’ regular performers 
to some of the station's newly 
,Treached listeners as well as to 
parade several name personages be- 
fore the indie’s mikes. 

Red_ Benson gabbed amusingly 
with Tommy Handley of BBC on 
a transatlantic call. Dorothy Day in- 
| terviewed U. S. UN delegate Warren 
| Austin at Lake Success and Tal- 





“Curfew Club” shows thought, ef- | !ulah Bankhead at Mt. Kisco. Bert 


fort and good taste and is presented 
with modest but sure hand. 


Lahr contributed a tear-jerking epi- 


Goer- | S0de from “Burlesque” which was 


ner’s voice is pleasant and pacing js |®™barrassingly misplaced—and he 


easy on the nerves. Ted. 


(Continued on page 36) 
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TELE: THE LEGITER’S BONANZA 


WABD Slates Full Fall Daytime Sked 
To Set Pace for Commercial Stations 


WABD, DuMont’s N. Y. tele out- * 
let, plans to become the first com- 
mercial station to go in for heavy 
daytime programming. -Station is 
currently mapping plans for the fall 
to go on the air daily about 1 p.m. 
and remain broadcasting until a 10 
or 11 p.m. closing. Definite state- 
ment on the system awaits the close 
of the baseball season at the end of 
September. 

DuMont is confident that the full- 
time operating schedule will be 
worthwhile, since interest of ad 
agencies and their clients in video 
advertising has been more intense 
in the last two months than ever be- 
fore in the industry’s history. For 
the first time, according to Paul 
Eshelman, assistant to DuMont vee- 
pee Len Cramer, ad agencies are 
phoning DuMont toppers to buy 
shows, as opposed to the situation 
earlier this year, when station sales- 
men could hardly get into the inner 
sanctums of the agencies. Daytime 
shows, according to Eshelman, will 
probably be sold on a partictpating 
basis, to lower the gross costs to in- 
dividual sponsors. 

It’s believed unlikely that the sta- 
tion will be able to operate at a 
profit, even with the influx of spon- 
sors, for at least some time in the 
future. Heavy list of advertisers 
entering the field, however, indicates 
that DuMont will make out far bet- 
ter than last year, when it operated 
at a net loss of more than $1,500,000. 
Daytime programming is considered 
a necessity now, according to Eshel- 
man, both to hypo sales of receivers 
and to further the steady progress 
of television. 3 


WABD is currently on the air an 
average of 26 hours weekly, includ- 
ing its broadcasts of the N. Y. 
Yankees’ home baseball games. Sta- 
tion has hypoed its programming 
considerably since returning to the 
air after a several months’ hiatus 
early in the spring to install and test 
its new transmitter, claimed to be 
the most powerful in the industry. 
DuMont engineers are still experi- 





the station’s signal strength and 
hope to furnish the best picture 
among rll stations within the near 
future. 


If the plans for a full daytime 
schedule go throuzh, WABD will be 
the first tele station to operate on 
such a schedule. WCBS-TV (CBS, 
N. Y.) and WNBT (NBC, N. Y.) are 
both currently carrying baseball 
games in the afternoon hours, as are 
other stations in different parts of 
the country. In addition, WNBT 
programs the “Swift Home Service 
Club” show Friday afternoons from 
1 to 1:30. Only other daytime shows 
currently, however, are remote 
pickups of special events, which oc- 
cur on a sporadic basis. 


BERGEN-CUNNING TELE 
PRODUCTION DISSOLVES 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Dissolution of the Bergen-Cunning 
Television Productions will be ef- 


fected July 1 when contract between 
Edgar Bergen and Patrick Michael 
Cunning ends. Latter moves his live 
video production to Riverside, Cal., 
where he has obtained offices in the 
Groat building, and takes with him 
established “Stage Eight” title used 
at Sunset Boulevard quarters, while 
Bergen remains at Sunset site con- 
centrating on films for video and 
dummy doings. 

Cunning is also seeking acreage 
at Riverside whereupon to build a 
Sound stage “to get away from so 
much radio and motion picture 
thinking in television.” He has long | 

een an exponent of new and in- | 
dividual techniques for video and | 
figures the piping or relaying of pro- | 
ducing will be a cinch from the | 
nearby community. 

He will continue to maintain of- | 
fices here at the Bergen site, parting 
being said to be very amicable, and 
that the pair will remain associated | 











$3 in some matters, 


|sored by 





Televise Golden Auditions 


Finalists in legit producer John 
Golden’s fourth annual auditions for 
amateurs are slated to appear July 
10 on WNBT, NBC’s N. Y. tele sta- 
tion. Tyros will appear along with 
Golden himself and several legit 
stars, 

Exact plans for their appearance 
have not yet been set but it’s likely 
they'll be spotted in some form of 
showcase presentation for the bene- 
fit of interested producers. Arrange- 
ments for the show are being made 
with Golden by Owen Davis, Jr., 
head of NBC television’s script and 
casting department, 





Station-To-Station 


Film Sales Plan 
Nins Video Anew 


Film producers, who’ve already 
cut off most of their product from 
television broadcasts, have come up 
with a new selling idea to make 
things even tougher for the video 
industry. With tele stations gradu- 
ally being linked into networks, al- 
though on a limited scale, film men 
have decided that all pictures must 
be sold not on a network basis, but 
on a Station-to-station system. 

Major film producers enter the 
scene only on _ long-range basis, 
since they allow none of their prod- 
uct presently to be sold to television. 
Small independents, however, and 


|such potentially major producers of 
film for video as RKO Television | 
have inaugurated the new idea, bas- | 


ing their claim to individual rentals 
from each_station on the theory that 
films are sold at so much for each 
theatre. 

Broadcasters, claiming film pro- 
ducers are trying to make them pay 
through the nose, have’ turned 
thumbs down on the whole idea. 
System, if brought into general 
practice, would tear down the en- 
tire theory of syndication, they 
claim. If it ever went into effect, 
radio package producers would have 
a terrific wedge to pry open a sys- 
tem of selling their shows on a 
station-to-station basis. Ad agencies, 
already engaged in an uphill battle 
to sell the idea of tele advertising 
to their clients, have nixed the idea 
for the same reason. 

System, .as set up by the pro- 
ducers, involves the rating of each 
city according to the number of re- 
ceiving sets in circulation, popula- 
tion and, according to broadcasters, 
almost every angle they can figure 
in to boost their rentals. Producers 
point to the fact that radio tran- 
scriptions are sold on a station basis. 
Films, they claim, will eventually 
represent to tele what transcriptions 
now mean to radio, so why not sell 
them the same way? 

Broadcasters are adamant in their 
insistence that they won’t do busi- 
ness on such grounds. What course 
they'll follow in the future, if the 
majors ever decide to sell product 
video on that basis, remains to be 
seen. Meanwhile, the situation has 
resolved itself into another of those 
stumbling blocks almost unique to 


| tele. 





Chi’s WBKB Beaming On 
Heaviest Program Sked 


Chicago, June 17. 

In contrast to folding of sponsored 
radio programs for the summer, 
WBKB, Chi tele station, has the 
heaviest commercial program in its 
history. Sport programs are sched- 
uled six nights out of seven with 
Chi Cub’s home games carried in 
the afternoon, several times a week. 

Two nights of wrestling are spon- 
one beer company that 
also sponsors one night of boxing. 
Another beer company sponsors a 
night of harness racing. Baseball 
games are sponsored by Ford Motor 
Co. and local light company. 


GOLDEN POINTS 


UUT PARADOX 


This is the first of a weekly series 
On the potentialities of television, in 
the form of interviews with leaders 
in the various entertainment or al- 
lied fields that will 
video medium. 

First is a discussion by John Gol- 
den, dean of Broadway legit pro- 
ducers who already has had some 
working experience with tele. 





Television, according to John Gol- 
den, veteran stage producer, will re- 
juvenate show business. It will 
even, paradoxically enough, boost 
legit at the same time that it weak- 
ens it. It will open avenues for 
fantastic fees to actors, directors and 
playwrights, especially the last- 
named. It will revolutionize play- 
wrighting, developing new styles in 
scripting-and presenting a wide, new 
challenging field for the writer. 

Dean of legit producers by virtue 
of his 58 years in the theatre, Gol- 
den isn’t afraid of television. “Tele- 
vision is a great thing,” he said last 
week, “and I welcome it, gladly. 
It’s a blood-brother of the theatre, 
closer to it, more akin, than films 
or radio. It’s as good as legit;-it’s 
the same creative art.” 

Television will weaken legit at the 
boxoffice, Golden admits. Every- 
thing has weakened legit, he says— 
the films, radio, etc. But tele will 
never put legit out of business. Peo- 
ple will still want to go out, to be 
there in person, and legit will get 
them. Legit has come forward, says 
Golden, through every newer inven- 
tion, through every attempt to 
despoil it, always finding its way. 
It will continue to do so, even if 





it has to land up in the public 
libraries, says Golden, in an obvious 
reference to 
| Theatre activities which he sponsors. 

On the other hand, according to 
the producer, tele is going to build 
;up actors and writers in _ legit. 
“Television,” Golden said, “will at- 
tract the better actors. Radio hasn’t 
had them. 

You Can’t Fake 

“Radio has been getting away with 
murder. All you’ve had to do on 
radio was to read. But reading isn’t 
acting. Acting in television will be 
like that in the theatre, an actor 
creating a role every night, develop- 
ing it. 

“A television actor will have to 
know his part and do it well, be- 
cause a very great audience, far 
greater than the legit actor ever had, 
will be watching him. There are no 
retakes in television. The actor’s 
part can’t be faked as in films.” 

In television, as in legit, acting has 
edge because it’s spontaneous, un- 
edited, says Golden. That’s why 
film actors won't be able to act suc- 
cessfully in tele. Legiters will have 
the first call. 

But it’s the playwright who'll 
benefit most in television. There’ll 
be much more money in it for him 
than in the theatre. “It will give 
playwrights the most wonderful 
scope ever open to them, possibili- 
ties the like of which the world of 
entertainment hasn't seen before,” 
Golden said. “If a Major Bowes 
could draw $25,000 a night for an 
idea he created, or if a Jack Benny 
show costs $25,000, why won't a tele- 
vision show draw down $15,000 to 
$25,000? 

“Those sums are waiting for the 
man who can create material to 
attract correspondingly large audi- 
|ences. The sponsor who has millions 
'to offer for entertainment will prove 
to be a bigger bonanza to program 





creators, to writers, than any box- | 


office that ever preceded it in his- 
tory. He can put up more than the 
| ticket-buying public can afford to 
pay.” Such sponsors will alter the 
| traditional lot of the playwright, 
| Golden says. 
|wright’s new economie status will 


responsibility. 

“The future writer in television 
may be anything—an entertainment 
creator, perhaps, instead of play- 
wright,” Golden said. “Anything 
might be saleable, an idea, a rou- 
tine, a full script. 
different kinds of plays and play- 
| wrights. 

“There will be many new dra- 


(Continued on page 36) 





embrace the | 


the Equity Library | 


come an increased social power and | 


There will be | 


Tele Claims Exclusive Channels: 
Wants Bands Now Assigned Govt. 





To Tone Down Sparks 
London, June 17. 

Thousands of motorists may 
soon have to pay between $3.50 
and $4 to fit suppressors on 
their sparking plugs which will 
prevent interference with tele- 
vision and radio reception. 

Many motor manufacturers 
fear that the device will inter- 
fere with the performance of 
cars, particularly at high speed. 
Legislation is to be introduced 
which will put the onus of pre- 
venting interference on the 
users of electrical devices. 

Television experts say that 
without suppressors a car’s elec- 
trical system causes white spots 
to appear on the screen and up- 
sets synchronizations. 








Tele-Pak Setup 
Video Packages 
Via Mail Order 


Unique mail order packages for 
television designed to ease pro- 
gramming problems of new stations 


ment and small staffs, were offered 
to the video industry this week by 
| Video Associates, N Y. packaging 
| outfit, Named Tele-Pak, the cir- 
| culating program service provides 
| selected, tested formats, packaged in 
| complete production kit form. 

Price of the shows is being with- 
| held pending station operators’ re- 
| action to the set scale. Under pres- 
j}ent arrangements, according to VA 
|prexy Philip Brodsky, the 

| will be very inexpensive, costing 
about as much as an ordinary script. 
In addition to the script, however, 
purchasers will get all the materials 
for a complete show, including 
camera plot, ground plan, set speci- 
fications, music and cue sheets, sug- 
gestions for casting and rehearsals. 

“Plan is designed to complement 
needs of new stations in their first 
few years of operation, when the 
bulk of their programs will consist 
of films and material drawn from 
local sources,” Brodsky said. “Tele- 
Pak is an interim service for local 
stations until] network television is a 
reality. Although we can cee the 
plan operating indefinitely under 
certain conditions, it is not intended 
to replace the much-talked of stock 
companies in television, for the days 
of national repertory groups are a 
long way off.” 

Shows presently available include 
a 13-week dramatic series and a 13- 
week audience participation series 
based on child care problems. Other 
series are now being prepped, with 
VA testing not only the shows but 
also commercial needs to arouse 
local sponsorship interest. 








RCA Romances Pic Names 


As Possible Tele Buyers 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Hollywood's higher income brack- 
| eteers are going to get a heavy rom- 
ance from RCA distributor Leo J. 





Meyberg here, who has just received | 
a token shipment of one giant con- | 
cur- | 


sole for demonstration at the 
rent Home Show. 
Sales promotion concentration will 


be on the boys and girls with the | 


heavy sugar who are figured to be 
|the only ones able to ladle coin in 


/Such quantity as the combo phono- | 
And with the plays | 


graph, AM and FM radio and video 
| cabinet demands. Homes of stars are 
regarded as great showcases in view 


|of social activity, so sets tailored to | 


| fit decor, fireplace or den will be a 
| great comeon. Nibbles are becoming 
| more regular from filmites too, says 
| Meyberg Co., latest being Joan Ben- 
| nett and Ginger Rogers. 

' 


(Other Television News | 
on Page 34) 








restricted by budgets, limited equip- | 


| 
shows | 


+ Washington, June 1/. 


Having reached the conclusion 
that the present sharing of television 
channels with radio can't 


be made to work, video men made 


services 


a strong push 
week to cop off for television some 
of the prize bands above 108 mc— 
now assigned to the Government. 
As the result of a two-day parley 
with FCC and other industry reps, 
the television men were definite on 
the point they needed exclusive 
channels, more of them, and all in 
one block rather than interspersed 
with FM, the amateurs and other 
radio services. Raymond Guy, rep- 
resenting the Television Broadcast- 
ers’ Assn., also demanded higher 
power for video transmitters, 
| Guy and T. T. Goldsmith, Jr., of 
Dumont argued that over 50% of the 
spectrum between 108-174 megs is 
assigned to various government 
agencies by the Interdepartment 
Radio Advisory Committee and not 
even FCC knows what the ether 
space is being used for. .Guy urged 
that Congress or the FCC control 
government assignments and _ that 
agencies for the first time be made 
to justify their demands for cnan- 





nels. The video men said that re- 
lease of some government ether 
| would accommodate several more 


| television slots above 100 mc, where 
|there would be little or no inter- 
| ference from transmitters on adja- 
cent channels or harmonic signals 
from services in the downstairs 
spectrum. 

Goldsmith wanted 10 more chan- 
+nels, with the towns now having less 
than four video assignments given 
priority when the additional wave- 
jlengths were made available. J. E. 
|Brown of Zenith Radio Corp. urged 
|}a double swap, with television mov- 
ing upstairs altogether and FM be- 
jing returned to the 40-50 mc region 
| when television vacated it. 

TBA, NBC and Dumont strongly 
objected to this and other moves to 
oust television out of its present 
/spectrum location. Guy declared 
these suggestions to kick tele, up- 
stairs reminded him of what the Mad 
Hatter said to Alice in Wonderland 
at the tea party, when there weren't 
/enough seats to go around: “Let's 
‘everybody move up one!” 

Reps of other services suggested 
that television give up the No. 1 
|channel (44-50 mc), while several! 
|engineers wanted viceo given 15 
| consecutive slots above 108 megs, in 
return for its moving out of all 
channels below 100 mexzs. 

After two days’ of argument and 
| presentation of eight different video 
| allocations, .FCC Chief Engineer 
George Sterling and television chief 
Curt Plummer agreed that tele must 
{have its own channels but reached 
no agreement on where they should 
ibe. Both Plummer and Sterling re- 
| minded the industry they had sug- 
| gested sharing of video slots back 
}at the 1944 allocation hearings. It 
was recommended that Government 
engineers study proposals now be- 
fore them and then call again for 
help from the industry experts be- 
'fore making any final decisions. 


STRONG DUMONT SIGNAL 
SHOWN BY RCA TESTS 


N. Y. television station coverage 
maps, compiled by RCA _ research 
crews on the basis of approximate 
field strength contours of the sta- 
tions, reveal that the signal of 
DuMont’s WABD carries farther 
than either that of WNBT (NBC) 
or WCBS-TV_ (CBS). DuMont’s 
signal reaches at least a 45-mile 
radius from its transmitting centre, 
with WNBT averaging 40 miles and 
WCBS-TV about 30 miles. 

Maps are considered especially 
| illuminating in view of the fact that 
RCA is NBC’s parent organization. 
In addition to the average coverage, 
several cities far outside the radius 
| of each station have been picking up 
signals of each. A farmer in Water- 
| bury, for example, is known to get 
good reception from all three sta- 
tions at a distance of more than 75 
miles. 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Joe Franklin has resigned as head of WMCA’s record dept. to work for 
Paul Whiteman on his new ABC platter show. He’ll continue, however, 
to produce his “Echoes of the Big Time” on the indie. 

Lillian Schoen, scripter of “Grand Slam,” vacationing at her family’s 
Vermont home....Herb Landon, Kenyon & Eckhardt’s head radio flack, 


to play role of bridegroom in K&E skit in Macy’s “After the Honeymoon” | 
program June 26....Daughter born to Jascha Zayde of WQXR’s piano | 


duo, Hambro & Zayde....Raymond Rubicam awarded honorary doctor 
of laws degree at Colgate’s spring commencement Monday (16). ...Within 
a few days George Monohan, WOR’s early-morn platter spinner, will wed 
English actress-model Norah May, who arrived here Monday (16) on the 
S. S. Batory. They met when he was twirling disks on the Armed Forces 
net in England Patti Clayton’s giving up her own CBS show, slated to 
tee off Saturday (21), to take*a Tuesday-Thursday chirping assignment on 
Bob Crosby's new “Club 15” show for Campbell Soup. ..Elsa Krause, 
lyric soprano of the Chautauqua Opera Co., inked by FM station WGHF 
for a weekly song recital starting next Wednesday (25) at 8:30 p.m..... 
Jim Parsons has checked out of WINS to write the Barry Wood show for 
Fred Ziv agency....Harry Herrmann of J. Walter Thompson agency's 
video dept. navigated his 62-ft. schooner safely through one of the worst 
storms to hit the N. Eng. coast... Bill Cullen, “Winner Take All” emcee, 
has signed with Marty Goodman....Jean. Sablon has cancelled his six- 
week vacation, due to start in August, and will remain on the Hudnut 
show....J. Scott Smart, ABC’s “Fat Man,” growing a beard again. May 
do another play....Virginia Smith into “Terry and the Pirates.” 

Milt Burgh, MBS news chief, on a three-week auto trip to Wisconsin 
with his wife....Ginny Simms, in town for a week with husband Hyatt 
Dehn, throwing a cocktailery at their Waldorf Towers suite today (Wed.) 
....-Bob Stanton, baritone on NBC's “Sealtest Village Store,” in town 
between broadcasts. Returns to Coast for tomorrow’s (19) show....Peggy 
Fitzgerald of RCA’s flack dept. to wed Jerry Cotter, former play com- 
mentator for WINS, WBNX and WAAT....Don MacLaughlin added to 
“Our Gal Sunday” cast. Robert Donley with the “Stella Dallas” players 


....Stork winging toward the hacienda of Bob Heller, CBS documentary | 


producer....“Superman” now plugging for the 4-H Clubs....Margery 
Hawkinson, ABC continuity acceptance reader, wedding freelance writer 
Edward Rice of Bay Ridge, Bklyn., today (Wed.). 

Cliff Evans checks out of his post as program director of WLIB on 


July 1 to become veepee and director of public affairs of stations WHLI | 


and WHNY (FM) at Hempstead, N. Y.....Dwight Weist is commuting 


Es a 
:  From'the Production Centres 


| comedy cavalcade of his 40 years in show business... 
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. - . for your wonder- 
ful wires and letters 
ef congratulation on 
my first anniversary 
with KFEL ... 


RAY PERKINS 











Denver's Mayor Stapleton ) DENVER 
Colorado's Governor Knous WANTED 
Wyoming's Governor Hunt ' 
Pueblo’s City Council Pres. Beotty MORE! 
Colo. Springs’ Mayor McCullough f 
Fred Allen Tiny Hill ‘ Now Two 
The Andrews Jose Iturbi to Four! 
Sisters Spike Jones 4 
Ray Anthony Sammy Koye 
Louis Armstrong Nick Kenny THE 
Harry Babbitt Dorothy Kirsten 
Count Basie Kay Kyser RAY 
Tex Bencke & Freddy Martin 
the Glenn Robert Merrill 
Miller Orch. Johnny Mercer PE RKI NS 
Poul Brown Vaughn Monroe 
Cob Collowoy Jan Peerce SHOW 
Frankie Carle Betty Rhodes 





Page Cavanaugh Artur Rubinstein 


Senator Claghorn Raymond Scott Mon. 
Perry Como Charlie Spivak 

Bing Crosby Jo Stafford thru 
Hal Derwin Col. Stoopnagle Sat 


The Three Suns 
Art Talmadge 


Sem Donohue 
Jimmy Dorsey 


Tommy Dorsey Rudy Vallee 

Herbie Fields Vicki Vole ; 

Jack Fina Ted Weems GENE 8) FALLON— Moenager 
Benny Goodman Ken White 


FRANK BISHOP — Director 


Jascho Heifetz Poul Whiteman 


MUTUAL. IN DENVER 
5000 Watts « 950 Kilocycles 
Represented by Blair 


KFEL 





via his own plane between Tomahawk, N. Y., and Manhattan for his 
“Inner Sanctum,” “Grand Slam” and other air stints. ...Joe Hasel, ABC 
sportscaster and optimist, has picked up two acres at Oyster Bay Cove, 
L. L, “for residential purposes”....Jean Sablon romancing disk jockeys 
via free lipsticks to their wives and girl friends. There’s a new platter 
out of his theme, “Passing By”....Abram Chasins, music consultant to 
WQXR since 1943, upped to musical director. Leo Barzin becomes con- 
sultant....Margot Gayle, handling radio promotion for YMCA’s: Woman's 


display gimmick created from back issues of Times and distributed to 
YW’'s all over....Sid Eiges to Washington for White bill hearings. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Vic Knight is rejoining Eddie Cantor next season as director and the 
writing staff will be bolstered by .the addition of Jess Goldstein and Jay 
|Sommers....Larry Berns improving after his third hospitalization for a 
heart ailment....Thrifty drug chain replaced Sid Ziff with Tommy Har- 
mon for its sports strip....Don Searle showed off Bob Kintner to the 
'trade at a pouring in Beverly Hills and a back-slapping, jolly affair it was. 
He’s an alright guy was the consensus and like the other ABC execs he’s 
a'hale fellow well met....Downtown store went for a splash ad to sell 
commercial tuner-outer fer $2.95 and after a few days reported it a colos- 
sal bust. Only two were sold. Copy ied off in big type with, “out go corny 
commercials—and it’s about time’... .Billy Wilgus will produce the Kraft 
summer show with Nelson Eddy, Robert Armbruster’s orchestra and a 
femme singer still unsigned ..George Brent’s appearance on Lux Radio 
| Theatre last Monday was his 21st, thereby breaking a tie with Don Ameche 
|and Brian Aherne....Norman Blackburn at La Jolla (Cal.) clinic for a 





| checkup... .Nate Tufts east for parleying with his bosses at W. Earl | 


Bothwell agency in N_ Y. and Pittsburgh....Hal Hackett shuttled back to 
New York to tie up the loose ends of a deal he’s working on. Could be 


' for Abbott and Costello....NBC spotted Bob Stanton, kid brother of Dick 


Haymes, in the Kay Kyser spot for the midyear quarterly. His warbling 
will be backed up by Henry Russell’s orchestra. 

Eddie Cantor’s seasonal swan song June 19 will be devoted to a musical 
.Radio rights to “The 
Great McGinty” have been acquired by Jimmy Saphier and he'll soon cut 
a record with Brian Donlevy starred....Dennis Day will have a third 
show next season if the Ted Bates agency and Colgate like the musical 
recorded by Ken Dolan at NBC....“Corliss Archer” is rocketing in the 
ratings and there’s already fall interest by other clients....Bob Welch 
| took time out from his production duties at Paramount to direct Bing 
| Crosby’s Decca recording of “The Small One”....Dick Whittinghill of 
| KIEV at least has the mothers listening to his daily program. Winners of 


|a contest can have him as a Saturday night baby-sitter....Eve Arden’s | 


| summer stint for Sealtest will be scripted by Elon Packard, Stanley Davis, 
Larry Klein and Jackie Ellison ...Cal Kuhl cut a wax of “Mulligan’s 
Travels’ with Sheldon Leonard starred....Joe Connelly and Bob Mosher 
| will be replaced next season as writers for Phil Harris and Alice Faye.... 
Martha Tilton has been picked up for another 13 on Hit Parade but Doris 
Day will be chirping alongside Frank Sinatra when the shift changes in 
Joan Davis replacement. He has revived the old comedy piece he and 
“Comedy of Errors” on the Yay Kyser show. He’ll continue to supervise 
the script while Frank O'Connor moves back as producer....ABC is 
routing Lassie around its shows to hypo interest in the pooch’s own show. 


IN CHICAGO . . . 


Don MeNeill’s “Breakfast Club” will celebrate its 15th year of broad- 
casting on June 23, with all former members, Bill Thompson, Gale Page, 
Fibber McGee and Molly, Jack Baker, Johnnie Johnston, Nancy Martin, 


Helen Jane Behlke, and Johnny Thompson paying tribute via transcrip- 
tions....“Pappy” Speery, radio head of W. E. Long here, getting away 
from everything vacationing in secluded spot which cannot be reached by 
wire, telephone or anything....Paul Barnes added to cast of Jim Ameche’s 
new Tele-Radio transcribed shows....WGN will carry address given by 
Francis Cardinal Spellman when he is guest speaker at commencement 
exercises at Loyola Univ, June 18....Gertrude Nitsen visits Tommy Bart- 
lett’s “Meet the Stars” show and Edward Dew of “Red Mill” is skedded 
for same show on June 19....20th-Fox gave special showing for former 
“Quiz Kids” Harvey Fischman, Cynthia Cline, Richard Williams and Jack 
Lucal, of “Late George Apley,” which features their former airmate, 
Vanessa Brown..,.Dave Garroway adds live show to his former all- 
recording show schedule, when he emcees weekly series featuring Joseph 
Gallicchio, Vivian Martin and Jack Haskell. Show bowed Sunday (15). 


Wilson Sporting Goods Co. will sponsor the All-Star football game at 
Soldiers Field on August 22, via Mutual. Harry Wismer will be at the 
mike....WBBM did exclusive on “Purple Heart Cruise’ June 14, aboard 
the S. S. American ..Joe Frisco currently at the Mayfair Room did spot 
| on Bob Elson “On the Century” show with Connie Mack and Red Grange 
taking turns on following nights....Irma Glen’s father died in Chicago 
June 12....Beryl Vaughn left Chi radio to test for Warners... .Jonathan 
Cole in Manhattan for few weeks’ vacation....Jim Hurlbut of WBBM-CBS 
is in Chicago after his tour through South Pacific battlefronts....Jack 
Payne's television show, “Let's Face It,” now being sponsored by Terman 
Television Sales... Jimmy Costello nursing touch of pneumonia since he 
passed out after his broadcast last week....Burton Adams, station rela- 
tions man from NBC, New York, conferring with local reps....Bruce 
Foote and Kathryn Oaks, soloists on “Encore Echoes,” program which 
bowed June 10 on WTMJ....Walgreen Co. sponsoring hour show over 
WGN saluting its 46th birthday on June 19. Featured artists include Bob 
Hope, Cass Daly, Dennis Day and Groucho Marx. 
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Maizlish Will Preview © BROKENSHIRE’S 256 
Audition Disks to Aid | DISK JOCK POTENTIAL 
*..|/ Norman Brokenshire, who’s been 
Sale, Sample Reaction announcing, newscasting and gab- 
Melivwoot: ddan? | bing over the airwaves for well over 
Ale (3 ‘ 4 “a aries |20 years, stands to augment his in- 
| ir rr or audition reco1 s to come by $20-$25,000 yearly as result 
, help their sale and at the same time of signing to turn disk jockey on 
'get an audience reaction has been |, WNBC, N. Y. He tees off his platter 
projected by Harry Maizlish and stint next Monday (23). It'll be the 
once a week half-hour shows will BC fagship's first disk tiated 


show. 
be broadcast over KFWB. Desig- Brokenshire is getting the 12:30- 
nated as “Preview Theatre of the 12:45 p.m. cross-the-board spot va- 
| Air,” series gets under way in two vata by Maggi McNellis, who has 
Sato 4 nite’ iba __ | been pulling down about $20,000 in 
; weeks an enoug platters have | this spsot but is checking out to do a 
| rolled in to assure an unbroken run | WJZ show with Herb Sheldon, Bro- 
lof 26 weeks. | kenshire, however, will be on 10 
| It is Maizlish’s idea to mail out nutes longer, 12:45-12:55, Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 
New job won't 
Brokenshire's 

















| preview cards, similar to the prac- | 
tice at film breakins, and offer cash ! 
and merchandise prizes for those | 
writing the best critiques of the 
show. Broadcasts will be timed for 


present 


| the convenience of agency heads so fens anaes ak ae 4 Aer ay 
they can hear the shows in the com- | and Lever Bros rs wi 
fort of their own homes. Maizlish is “ : 
also considering live shows, with sta- | 
| tion sharing in the expense of cut- 
| ting the record, 





Jr.. has joined sales staff of KSO, 
| Des Moines, e : 


Press, spotlighted in Timesweek, N. Y:, Times house organ, for a lobby- | 


the autumn....Wendell Niles hopped a plane east to get in his bid as the | 


Don Prindell did years ago for Hires....Lou Fulton got a renewal for his | 


interfere with 
assignments, | 
which include announcing “Theatre | 
Guild” on ABC and “Spending for | 


Des Moines—Wayne A. Sprague, 


Weiss Vice M’Cosker As 
Mutual Board Chairman; 


Jimmy James a Veepee 


Chicago, June 17. 


Lewis Allen Weiss, v.p. and ¢.m. 
of the Don Lee network was elected 
ichairman of the board of Mutual, at 
annual meeting .f its board of direc- 
tors in Chicago, Thurs. (12). He 
'succeeds Alfred J. McCosker, WOR, 
| (N. Y.) who had been chairman 
| since founding of the net in 1934. 


Theodore C. itreibert, prez of 
WOR, was namec_ vice-chairman 
and succeeding McCosker on board 
is J. R. Poppele v.p., of WOR. Edgar 
Kobak was reelected president of the 
net and also director and the follow- 
ing v.p.’s were renamed: Robert D. 
Swezey, Phillips Carlin, Z. C. 
Barnes, A. A. Schechter, Robert 
Schmid, and Ade N. Hult. E. P. H. 
(Jimmy) James, director of adver- 
tising was also named a v.p. James 
E. Wallen was renamed treasurer 
and Albert M. Antrim, secretary. 


Members of the board reelected 
for another term were Willet H. 
| Brown, Los Angeles; E. M. Antrim, 
'WGN, Chicago; J. E. Campeau, 
CKLW, Detroit; Chesser Campbell, 
WGN, Chicago; H. K. Carpenter, 
WHK, Cleveland; Benedict Gimbel 
Jr., WIP, Philadelphia; John Shep- 
ard III, Yankee Network, Boston; 
and Linus Travers, Yankee Network, 
Boston, in addition to Weiss, Strei- 
bert, and Popple. 











New Jersey's I“ Station 
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NEWARK-NEW JERSEY 


FIRST 
IN 
AM 


in New Jersey in 1920 over 
21A, the original WAAT. 


FIRST 
IN 


COMMERCIAL 


FM 


Will be onthe airas WAAW, 
on or before July, 1947. 


FIRST 


oot IN 
TELEVISION 


CP granted April 8, 1947. 
Will be on the air as soon 
as construction is com- 
pleted. 











WAAT DELIVERS 
MORE LISTENERS 
PER DOLLAR IN 
NORTH FERSEY 
AND NEW YORK 
CITY THAN ANY 
OTHER STATION 
...INCLUDING ALL 
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(50,000 WATTERS. 
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In radio, the gears are best coordinated when the 
buyer is brought together with the seller by an 
effective, convincing medium. Variety's Radio 


and Television ‘REVIEW AND PREVIEW’ of the — 


new 1947-48 radio season, published soon, is 
such a medium. 
Summer is program-planning time by sponsors, 


advertising agencies and their time and _talent- 
buyers. That is when a direct memorandum to 


NEW YORK 19. 
154 West 46th Street 


... IN PERFECT MESH 


them, telling of a particular talent, program or 
station time availability is most effective. 


Variety’s Radio and Television ‘REVIEW AND — 


PREVIEW’ edition is blueprinted as radio’s buv- 
ing guide for the new season. Its important 
editorial content, plus Variety’s wide circulation 
in all branches of the radio industry, insure the 
extra importance of the ‘REVIEW AND PRE- 
VIEW? issue. - 


HOLLYWOOD 28, 
6311 Yucea Street 


360 No. Michigan Street % St. Martin's Place 
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Transcription Leadership Race Gets 


Hot; K-R Wraps 


Up Bracken, Others 





Kermit-Raymond Ca., 
started doing name star transcribed 
shows in 1940, has signed three new 
shows for transcription syndication 
in a new expansion program as [i- 
valry for leadership in the field be- 
comes accelerated. 


Company has pacted the “Eddie | 
Bracken Show” as it appeared on | 


CBS for Texaco, with original cast 


of Bracken, William Demarest, Ann | 


Rutherford, etc. Program will re- 
tain its half-hour format and be of- 
fered for local and regional spon- 
sorship. Show is priced around $7,- 
000, with Bracken working on a 
guarantee against percentage. 
Another one-a-week half-hour 
show is Dave Elman’s “Hobby Lob- 
by,” also ready for immediate sale. 
Show will be conducted by Elman, 
who originated it, and will retain 
same format as the 1l-year-old net 
show. Added feature is that the 


which ¢—— 


Quiz-Happy S. Africa 


Cape Town, June 10. 

Radio quiz between Durban, 
Johannesburg and Cape Town 
was organized for Sunday eve- 
nings as an experiment. Teams 
were chosen from newspapermen, 
scientists, etc., with questions of 
a highbrow nature. Slot given 
quiz was 6.10-6.40 p.m., poorest 
listening time on Sundays. 

But after three sessions, fea- 
ture has become so popular that 
it is now the peak listening hour 
of whole week everywhere in 
South Africa. Quiz calls for 
high degree of technical skill in- 
volving triangular landline 
hookup. for two-way speech be- 
tween three towns. Program is 
recorded Sunday afternoon, af- 
terwards being broadcast from 
all stations of S.A.B.C. 











program, although transcribed, will 
be conducted in various cities where | 
show is locally sponsored. Cost of 
show is about $6,000, due to heavy | 
inherent expenses, such as bringing | 
people to the show, plus the tour-| 
ing angle, etc. 

Third new show is an as yet un-| 
titled five-a-week quarter-hour airer 
starring Francis Lederer, stage and 
pix actor. Format will have Led- 
erer narrating and playing lead in 
dramatizations of famous love letters | 
of the past. Minimum series of 156 | 
programs is planned, with cost of | 
each program around $1,800. 

Company’s most recent bigname 
show is “Hollywood’s Open House,” 
which is claims is still the only 
half-hour transcribed name variety 
show available on an open-end basis. 
Show features Jim Ameche, Ray 
Bloch’s orchestra and guest show biz 
personalities on each show. Latter 
includes Jack Benny & Co., Marlene 
Dietrich, Lucille Ball, Milton Berle, 
Bert Lahr, Dick Powell, Pat O’Brien, 
Peter Lorre and many others. 


| series 
| Kay, Margo, Bonita Granville, etc. 








duction race, with such shows as 
“Open House,” “Famous Fathers,” 
which it started in cooperation with 
the longrun legiter “Life With 
With Father”; “Meal of Your Life,” 
with Gertrude Lawrence, Elsa Max- 
well, Ilka Chase, and others, and 
“The Woman,” half-hour interview 
with Hildegarde, Beatrice 


And now its new programs. 
Bendix Buys Disk Show 
Mildred Fenton Productions has 
sold Bendix Aviation Corp., for its 
radio and phonograph division, a 
three-times-a-week 15-minute trans- 
cription musical show. As yet un- 
titled, program “will have Johnny 
Thompson, Earl Sheldon orchestra, 
and Jim Ameche, as emcee. 
Disking starts immediately, with 
show due to preem mid-July. 





San Antonio — The Texas Top 


Shepard Gets a Scroll 


Boston, June 17. 

John Shepard III, chairman of the 
board of the Yankee Network and 
one of New England’s radio pioneers, 
was honored this week by the net- 
work he founded. 

Got a scroll beginning “We, the 
undersigned affiliates and station 
managers of Yankee Network, are 
firmly convinced that no amount of 
artistry employed for the purpose of 
embellishment could improve upon 
our simple sincerity in thanking 
you ie 

Presentation was by Earle Clem- 
ent, manager of WEIM, Fitchburg, 
and signed by the managers of 23 
affiliate stations. 


Daytimers Jom 
Against Clears 


Washington, June 17. 


Move to mobiize the daytime ra- 
dio stations throughout the country 
to oppose attempts of the clear- 
channel broadcasters to further re- 
strict their power and operating 
hours got underway here yesterday 
(16) when a letter went out from 
Washington to approximately 175 of 
the sun-up to sundown operators. 


Invitation for an overall organiza- 
tion was issued by Howard Hayes, 
manager of WPIK, Alexandria, Va., 
who heads the so-called “Daytime 
Petitioners’ Assn.” This group is 
composed of daytimers who are op- 
erating on Mexican clear channels 
and have petitioned FCC for full- 
time on the air. 


Hayes suggested enlargement of 
this organization to cover all lim- 
ited-time stations. His letter said 
that since FCC’s hearing on day- 
time skywave signals two weeks ago, 
several daytimers have urged or- 
ganization to fight the position of 
the clears. At the hearing, the clears 
recommended cutting operating 
hours of the daytimers and urged 











band, has made its debut on KABC in 





Kermit-Raymond, managed by Ray 
Green, as such is fighting it out for 
supremacy in the transcription pro- 





a 15-minute airing which is heard 
| Monday through Friday under spon- 
| sorship of the Crowley Feed Co. 


FCC to reassign their frequencies 
so that none would be within 1,200 
miles of the dominant station on a 
clear channel. 




















WHEELING, W.VA. 
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Farm Audience List 


Over Prewar Years, 


ening Up 5%, 


Survey Shows 





Musical Bridge 


Sylvan Levin, WOR N. Y. 
music director, at request of 
Juilliard Institute of Music, has 
prepared a course in radio or- 
chestra playing which he’ll give 
this summer at the N. Y. long- 
hair conservatory for advanced 
students and the GI extension 
course. Six weeks’ course starts 
June W. 


Idea will be to give the seri- 
ous music student a practical 
application of what he'll meet 
in the world of radio after grad- 
uation. Levin has been asked to 
do course also for school’s regu- 
lar extension course next winter. 


Pirates’ Prexy Buys 
WISH, Indols.; Drops 
Bid for New Station 


Indianapolis, June 13. 


WISH, local ABC outlet, was 
bought from Capitol Broadcasting 
Co. this week by the Universal 
Broadcasting Co., headed by Frank 
E. McKinney, local banker and | 
Pittsburgh Pirates prexy. Sale is| 
subject to approval of FCC. 


Universal now will withdraw ap- 
plication for fifth radio station here, 
which was opposed by bid of Syn- 
dicate Theatres, inc., Trueman Kem- 
busch outfit, for station at Columbus, 
Ind. 

McKinney, who holds an interest 
in the Pirates with Bing Crosby and 
also is part owner of Indianapolis 
Indians in American Association, 
says station under his ownership 
would feature public service pro- 
grams, with emphasis on_ sports, 
amateur and professional, over the 
air. McKinney’s associates are Ed- 
ward P. Fillion, attorney, veepee; 
David M. Lewis, attorney, secretary, 
and Chester L. Robinson, treasurer. 


New owners will continue ABC 








affiliation, McKinney said. 

FCC issued construction for six | 
FM stations in Indianapolis this | 
week. They were granted to the/| 
William H. Block Co., department | 
store; Scripps-Howard Radio, Inc., | 
affiliate of the Indianapolis Times; 
Indianapolis Broadcasting Co., op- 
erators of WIRE; Indiana Broadcast- 
ing Co., operators of WIBC, and to 
both Capitol and Universal, involved 
in the deal for WISH. An FM ap- 
plication from WFB\M, Inc., was held 
up for further investigation. 


WOR CITED FOR NIX OF 
RED TALK ON LABOR BILL 


Refusal of WOR, N. Y., to join the 
Mutual net in airing an attack on 
the Taft-Hartley bill by William Z. 
Foster, Communist party’s national 
chairman, on June 10 was branded 
as “an arbitrary exercise of censor- 
ship in a discriminatory manner” by 
Benjamin J. Davis, Communist coun- 
cilman of New York City. He vented 
his feelings in a letter to Charles R. 
Denny, FCC chairman, made public 
last week. 


While the Communist party had 
bought time on the Mutual web for 
Foster's address, a WOR official said 
that such sales were contrary to its 
policy and added that the station 
“has never sold time to any political 
party, except during a primary or 
election campaign.” Davis also urged 
the FCC to guarantee that New York 
radio stations “uphold the right of 
free speech for the people of this 
city.” 








Mitch Benson’s Personal 


Summer Hooper on Radio 
Mitchell Benson, Moe Gale agency 
Staffer in the radio dept., has de- 
cided to devote the summer to find- 
ing Out what comes out of the 
speaker day in and day out, better 
to peddle talent in the fall. 
Benson's idea is that too few 
10%ers have an accurate picture of 
dawn-to-dawn radio fare, being oc- 
cupied with selling programs and 
ideas that might not seem so in- 
triguing if more time were spent 





listening to What Gets the Hoopers 
from the layman’s angle. Benson | 
has installed half a dozen radio sets 
in various parts of his New Milford 
(Conn.) home and seriously intends 





to do a daily routine of listening- 
digesting-and-conclusion-drawing, | 


Chicago, June 17. 

Lost farm audience of some 6,300,- 
000 listeners who were deprived of 
radio during late war years and 
shortly thereafter because of short- 
ages of batteries and tubes has been 
recovered by rural and farm.broad.« 
casters. Not only that,: but farm 
audiences have also increased dura- 
tion of their radio listening an esti- 
mated 25% over prewar years, ac- 
cording to Larry Haeg, farm direc- 
tor of WCCO,’ Minneapolis, who 
made original survey during the 
lean years to help induce Govern- 
ment to alleviate conditions. 


Haeg attributed current impetus 
in listenership to governmental sup- 
port of farm broadcaster’s pleas 
which resulted in clearing up all 
shertages of tubes and batteries by 
last summer and to current federal 
subsidy of electrical transmission 
lines to provide nation’s farm areas 
with central power distribution. 
Power facilities will. eventually be 
available to 95% of farm population 
under program of Rural Electrifica- 
tion Administration which has al- 
ready extended power lines to 150,- 
000 families at cost of millions of 
dollars. 


Last Friday (13) REA allotted al- 
most $500,000 to Minnesota Rural 
Electric Co-Op for acquisition and 
building of 62-mile transmission line 
to serve 224 families and another 
214 miles to service 269 families, all 
in Brown County. All monies are 
put up by Government on loan basis 
to be paid off in 25 years on a 
charge for power setup. 

Access to new power has affected 
farmer’s listening habits to point 
where he keeps radio turned on 
most of day whereas previously he 
was concerned about short life of 
battery, about 100 hours, which con- 
fined him to only necessary broade 
casts such as weather reports, mar- 


| ket quotations and farm news. Now 


set gets a good play also from en- 
tertainment features of radio. An- 
other result of the advent of power 
is competitive element thrust into 
programming since the power sets 
are giving the farmer greater re- 


| ception range which in turn allows 


a greater choice of programs beyond 
the previously confining range of 
his local area. 


BINNIE AND MIKE TO 
BREAKFAST ELSEWHERE 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Breakfast hasn’t been so hot on 
indie KFVD for Binnie Barnes and 
Mike Prankovich. So, come June 20 
they will be taking their “Breakfast 
With Binnie and Mike” to other dig- 
gings—so far uncertain. 

Parting is friendly, all agree, sta- 
tion realizing it is not quite up to 
such stuff, particularly since it re- 
quires production and writing, along 
with both sides being a little un- 
happy about the fluctuating com- 
mercial reception accorded on a 
cooperative basis. 

There are several deals in the 
works, among them a shot at Mutual- 
Don Lee’s KHJ and on the local 
NBC affiliate, KFI. 








Cleveland — Dorothy Day, WJW 
women’s editor, resigning to take a 
job with a Spokane department 
store. “Salt and Peanuts,” Frank and 
Margaret Kurtz, leave WTAM this 
month for New York where they will 
attempt to line up shows for their 
rendition of old time songs. 








“HIRES TO YA'" 
FOR SECOND YEAR 
CBS, COAST-TO-COAST 
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CROSLEY 


Over the most densely populated area of New York City, WINS 
now has a clear, powerful directionalized daytime signal equiva- 
lent to 240,000 watts non-directional. 


With its five-fold increase in power, WINS for the first time will 
deliver to metropolitan New York listeners a signal thoroughly 
comparable with the very best now available in that market. 


And even though daytime power goes up, no immediate rate 
increase is contemplated. Any rate adjustment either up or down 
will, in the future as in the past, reflect our long standing over-all 
company policy of selling a demonstrated listening audience at 
the lowest possible cost-per-listener consistent with sound and 


constructive operation. 
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WINS NOW 50,000 WATTS 


BROADCASTING CORPORATION de INS 
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ouse Committee Sets $6,000,000 
Budget for FCC's “47 Fiscal Year 





Washington, June 17. 

Friday the 13th turned out to be 
not such an unlucky day for FCC, 
with the House Appropriations Com- 
mittee reporting out a handsome 
$6,000,000 for FCC salaries and ex- 
penses during the next fiscal year, 
beginning July 1, 1947. Despite grim 
warnings of drastic slashes to be 
made in FCC’s °48 budget request, 
the agency’s take was only $211,900 
below the 1947 appropriation for 
salaries and expenses and $875,000 
less than the figure sought by the 
Commission for next year. 

As a result, it was anticipated that 
FCC would not be hobbled in its 
processing of the all-time record 
load of broadcast bids, over 500 of 
which are due for hearing in the 
next eight months. The committee 
knocked out entirely ®& $375,000 item 
to cever an investigation of tele- 
graph service but specified no par- 
ticular cuts in radio activities. 

The committee report was released 
last Friday (13) along with hearings 
on the FCC budget which included 
some startling revelations on FCC 
plans andthe concern of the legis- 
lators with such matters as FCC’s 
Blue Book, the competitive future 
of new radio stations, the Commis- 
sion’s concern with program con- 
tent, the extent of FCC authority 
over political broadcasts, and past 
and present policies on renewing or 
revoking stations’ licenses. 

Most aggressive antagonist on the 
House subcommittee was Chairman 
Richard Wigglesworth °(R., Mass.) 
who questioned FCC Chairman 
Charles R. Denny at length on the 
Commission’s Blue Book and _ its 
handling of license renewals. 

In making the $211,900 cut below 
last year, the Committee quoted 
from its 1947 report on the FCC bud- 
get to the effect that the “Commis- 
sion should be able to clear up the 
backlog of applications for broad- 
cast licenses which are pending and 
there should be a downward trend 
in appropriations for the 1948 fiscal 
year.” The Committee said the rec- 
ord indicates “the saturation point 
for AM licenses has already been 
reached in New York and New 
England” and “it is highly improb- 
able the recent workload of new ap- 
plications will continue throughout 
the fiscal year 1948.” 

Breakdown of FCC budget re- 
quests, two-thirds of which was for 
radio, shows: 

FCC wanted $154,707 this year 
over last for standard broadcasting; 
$70,851 more for FM and $40,988 for 
television. Standard broadcasting is, 
and it was reported, will continue 
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Blue Book Cost $13,850 


Washington, June 17. 


FCC Chairman Charles R. 
Denny, Jr., told the House Ap- 
propriations subcommittee the 
Blue Book cost $13,850 to pre- 
pare, while the “cost of ad- 
ministering it is not more than 
$16,000 on an annual basis.” He 
produced the figures under quiz- 
zing from subcommittee Chair- 
man Richard Wigglesworth (R., 
Mass.}, and because “of ridicu- 
lous estimates of the cost” he had 
seen in print. 

Denny denied that former 
BBC employee Charles Siep- 
mann was the main writer of 
the Blue Book, which, he said, 
went through many drafts. Siep- 
mann was on the FCC payroll 
21 days, Denny said, for which 
he received $876.89. 

Under questioning from Rep. 
Joe Hendricks (D., Fla.), Denny 
said the Blue Book had been 
issued under the legal author- 
ity of the Commission’s right to 
see that stations operate in the 
public interest. The FCC Chair- 
man did such a good job of sell- 
ing the Congressman that Hend- 
ricks declared at the end of his 
Blue Book statement: “I still 
think it would cost you more (to 
administer the radio statute) if 
you did not have this Blue 
Book.” 

——————— 


to claim lion’s share of attention at 
FCC. With 98 staffers now assigned 
to process new AM station bids, FCC 
asked for 38 more next year. With 
16 employees now handling approxi- 
mately 500 license renewals a year, 
Commission sought two more staff- 
ers in this section next year. 

~ Anticipating “great expansion of 
activity in FM” next year, the Com- 


‘mission requested 17 additional staff- 


ers. Chairman Denny pointed out 
that one-third of the AM licensees 
have not yet filed for FM. On the 
assumption that work on television 
will double, FCC. requested nine 
more people to help the eight tele- 
vision staffers already on the pay- 
roll. 


Bill Goodwin’s Station 
Hollywood, June 17. 


Bill Goodwin, radio and film actor, 
and his manager, Joe Wrenn, have 
received the FCC’s okay for a new 
radio station in Douglas, Ariz. Pair 
hope to be on the air within six 
months, claiming to have sufficient 
equipment and material with which 
to start construction. 

Still unlettered outlet will have 
1,000 watts and operate on the 570 
band. 








PEPSODENT CLEVE. SHOW 
Cleveland, June 17. 
Pepsodent has signed the “Fairy- 


| tale Theatre” show over WGAR, ef- 


fective July 6. 

It’s a children’s half-hour program 
and is an indication of bigtime com- 
mercials moving into top local 








shows. 
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D.C. Coppers’ 1006 Suit 


Washington, June 17. 

Damage suit asking $100,000 for 
“slander and libel” from Earl God- 
win and ABC has been filed here on 
behalf of two policemen. Suit was 
filed as result of a Godwin broad- 
cast which allegedly slurred the 
two coppers who were acquitted by 
a Police Trial Board last April. 

The cops were freed on charges of 
brutality against a Postoffice em- 
ployee who had been arrested for 
drunkenness and disorderly conduct. 


Benton, Cooper 
Still Feuding 


Washington, June 17. 

As the Hous? continued the fight 
over continuing a limited foreign 
information program, Assistant Sec- 
retary of State William Benton re- 
sumed his feud with AP executive 
director Kent Cooper over the 
weekend. 

Responding to a recent’ speech in 
which Cooper suggested that inter- 
national amity could better be ob- 
tained by press services changing 
news, Benton wrote a letter to 
Cooper insisting that a Government 
information program is necessary 
to create understanding of the U.S. 
abroad. “You seem to be arguing 
that we do nothing,” said Benton, 
“that we revert to status quo ante 
bellum. The opposing argument is 
that we should never again be 
caught so helpless; that the Govern- 
ment must act to fill the informa- 
tion gaps that are now so glaring, 
in order that foreign peoples will 
not again be so easily misled about 
us.” Benton charged Cooper with 
“numerous specific misconceptions 
and misleading statements.” 

While the House continues to 
fiddle over the stituation, the Senate 
Appropriations Committee went on 
with its hearings. Last Thursday, 
two radio network officials urged 
continuance of the Voice Of Amer- 
ica until a longrange plan could be 
worked out and the wébs take over. 
Witnesses were Edmund A. Chester, 
director of shortwave for CBS and 
William F. Brooks, vice president 
ef NBC in charge of the Interna- 
tional Division. ° 

Brooks also outlined to the. com- 
mittee a proposed tieup between 
State Dept. NBC and CBS, under 
which the Government would bud- 
get $6,000,000 to $10,000,000 a year. 
In exchange Uncle Sam would re- 
ceive 35 hours of daily news and 
special features to South America, 
Europe and the Pacific. Present 
programming is about 50 hours 
daily. 


Mutual to Use Time Of — 
Summer Bowouts In 
Testing Moppet Shows 


Mutual is taking advantage of the 
summer bowouts of “Superman” and 
“Capt. Midnight” late this month to 
take a flyer at some of the type of 
juvenile fare which parents cry for. 
|Hour’ of kid shows cross-the-board 
|from 5 to 6 p.m. will be reshuffled 
to make way for two moppet stanzas 
regarded as at least 99 44/100% pure. 

One strip, as yet untitled, is slated 
for the “Hop Harrigan” spot at 5 
o’clock (“Harrigan” will be moved 
to 5:30) and will be built around re- 
cordings from operettas, interspersed 
with narration and dramatic sketches 
taken from them. Other show is 
“Adventure Parade,” aired since 
January, which will be moved from 
an earlier period into the 5:15 seg- 
ment following “Superman’s” sign- 
off June 30. 

“Adventure Parade” is a narra- 
tion, with sound effects and voice 
changes, of classics like “Robinson 
Crusoe” and “Tom Sawyer.” 

Even a show like this, based on 

















] tomes every parent approves of, ap- 


parently isn’t without its editing 
problems. “You'd be surprised,” 
said Elsie Dick, MBS educational 
director, “how we have to clean up 
parts of those classics before we can 
put them on the air for children.” 

Least the brace of juve airers can 
accomplish in their summer test 
runs, the net feels, is to win some 
kudos from PTA’s. 





Houston—Fifth standard station 
here, KATL, has taken to the air 
here and will operate with 1,000 
watts full time on 1,590 kilocycles. 
Station is owned and operated by 
the Texas Broadcasting Co. King 
Robinson is general manager and 
Bill Newkirk is program director for 
the new outlet. 











FCC Not Always to Blame 


Washington, June 17. 


It came as a big surprise to some House Appropriations subcom- 
mittee members to learn that FCC does not require stations to submit 
scripts for review or that the Government has no requirement calling 
for political scripts 24 to 48 hours in advance of the actual broadcasts. 
The solons got the lowdown on the script situation during hearings on 
FCC’s 1948 budget request, text of which was made public last week, 

Rep. Joe Hendricks (D., Fla.) complained.that stations in his state 
during the last campaign bamboozled him to get scripts in 24 hours 
ahead of time on the plaint that FCC would crack ‘down on them if 
they were not forthcoming. Rep. Frederic Coudert (R., N. Y.) de- 


clared a station had censored one 


of his speeches last year, claiming 


FCC wouldn’t let such a talk go over the air. 

FCC chairman Charles Denny pointed out that the only thing the 
commission requires is a record of requests a station has for political 
time during a campaign, and a list of who pays for such broadcasts. He 
said a lot of stations demand scripts in advance in an effort to protect 
themselves from libel, though they are specifically forbidden from 


- censoring political broadcasts. 











FCC to Hold Hearings in Autumn 
To Review Its No-Editorial Ban 


Washington, June 17. 


FCC will hold hearings in the fall 
to review its no-editorial ban on 
radio station licensees, FCC Chair- 
man Charles Denny reported to the 
House Appropriations subcommittee 
in hearing on his agency’s 1948 budg- 
et request, full text of which was re- 
leased here last Friday (13). 


At the same time, the FCC Chair- 
man revealed for the first time 
Commission plans to release an 
overall study on the chances of sur- 
vival of hundreds of new radio sta- 
tions licensed since war-end and 
hundreds of others which expect to 
take to the ether this year. News of 
the so-called economic report or 
“FCC yeilow-for-caution book” was 
reported earlier in VArrery. 


The FCC Chairman declared that 
“some licensees, through their se- 
lection of commentators, are already 
engaging in what amounts to an 
editorial policy.” He said the Com- 
mission couldn’t undertake an over- 
all review_of its Mayflower Opin- 
ion (forbidding licensees to be- 
come advocates) until the fall after 
the World Telecommunications Con- 
ference and the clear-channel hear- 
ings are completed. 

Denny pointed out that “people 
generally regard radio news as fair- 
er than what they get from the 
newspapers” and that if the editorial 


ban*were -reiaxed, provision would’ 


have to be made for opposing view- 
points to get equal time on the air. 
(A provision in the White-Wolverton 
radio bill calls for equal opportun- 
ity for both sides of important pub- 
lic issues to be heard on the air). 


Denny said he hadn’t made up his 
own mind on the question but that 
a better case could be made for re- 
viewing the no-editorial ban with 
hundreds of new radio stations on 
the air since the war, He told the 
committee that there is a strong in- 
dustry sentiment which opposes the 
campaign of NAB President Justin 
Miller to junk the Mayflower 
opinion. 

The FCC Chairman said the FCC 
was undertaking a study of earnings 
and expenses of stations licensed 
since the war so that newcomers 
could enter radio “with their eyes 
open.” He went on record, however, 
as strongly opposed to giving FCC 
authority to determine how many 
stations a community should have— 
an obligation, incidentally, which the 
White-Wolverton bill in its present 





form would impose on the Com- 
mission. 

Rep. Wigglesworth read into the 
hearing record letters from broad- 
casters protesting FCC’s wholesale 
licensing of stations which they 
claimed would drive them out of 
business and “bring chaos to the 
industry.” To which Denny re- 
plied: “There is no doubt in my mind 
at all... that there will be stations 
who will fail... but broadcasters 
cannot go on enjoying a moratorium 
on competition.” 

Denny said if FCC had this au- 
thority it would be able to regulate 
salaries and expense accounts of 
station executives, station income, 
and, in addition, all stations, like 
telephone companies, would have 
have to file uniform systems of 
accounts, 


Committee Set to Mull 
Renaming of Wakefield 


Washington, June 17 

Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee Chairman Wallace White (R., 
Me.) last- Thursday (12) named a 
three-man subcommittee to study 
reappointment pf FCC Commissioner 
Ray C. Wakefield for a second seven- 
year term beginning July 1. 
Subcommittee includes: Sefiators 
Clyde Reed (R, Kans.); E. H. 
Moore (R. Okla.), and Thomas 
Stewart (D., Tenn.). Stewart has 
feuded with FCC on several occa- 
sions in the past and may have 
taken this occasion to crack back 
at the Commission, Capitol Hill 
spokesmen said. Wakefield has the 
full backing of Chairman Charles R. 
Denny, Jr. 


=———_—_——_— 
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Crosley’s FM Bid 
For N.Y. Splurge 


WINS, Crosley-owned N. Y. indie, 
has applied to the FCC for an FM 
license. With all available channels 
for the N. Y. area applied for or 
tentatively assigned, WINS, accord- 
ing to station manager Willard 
Schroeder, is filing on the basis that 
when or if a channel is available, 
the station wants it. Station think- 
ing is that the FM situation, as far 
as FCC grants are concerned, is still 
very fluid; that FCC may decide to 
increase number of grants in N. a 


rea, either by taking one or more | _OF Wn 
ms |of Program Writing is current (June 


away from another area where de- 
mand for FM isn’t as keen, or just 
adding on for N. Y. 

WINS’ bid is really a carryover 
from days when Hearst interests 
owned the station. Last July, when 
the FCC held FM application hear- 
ings in N. Y., the FCC hadn’t okayed 
the transfer of WINS from Hearst 
to Crosley Broadcasting Corp. WINS, 
as a Hearst operation, had filed for 
an FM license, and was prosecuting 
the application right up until time 
station’s transfer -was approved. 
Then Hearst withdrew its FM ap- 
plication. WINS, as a Crosley opera- 
tion, wanted the FM application, but 
couldn’t make a move before the 
FCC okay. For various reasons, it 
couldn’t get around to working on 
the FM bid intensively until last 
month. 

Proposal is to share a site with 
Metropolitan Broadcasting Co., which 
also has an FM application in also to 
share its antenna and transmitter 
facilities. 

WINS’ move is regarded in cer- 
tain circles as another indication of 
determination of James D. Shouse, 
Crosley prez, to move into the N. Y. 
market in a big way. Station began 
daytime operation last Sunday (15) 
on its new upped power from 10,000 
to 50,000 watts. It’s felt that Shouse 
wouldn’t have dictated move for an 
FM bid if he didn’t feel there was 
some certainty of his getting it, 
despite apparent filled up applica- 
tion list. 


MADGE TUCKER ON MEND 
AFTER BRUTAL ATTACK 


Mrs. Madge Tucker Miller, pro- 
ducer-writer-actress of the ABC chil- 
dren’s show, “Coast to Coast on a 
Bus,” known professionally as Madge 
Tucker, -was critically beaten last 
Wednesday (11) by a man who got 
into her Manhattan (N. Y.) apart- 
ment on the pretense of being a win- 
dow washer. Mrs. Miller, who 
caught the man attempting to steal 
a watch, dragged herself to her 
phone following the attack and 
called her husband, William Burke 
Miller, program editor in NBC Tele- 
vision, before she lapsed into uncon- 
sciousness. 

She was taken to the Roosevelt 
hospital suffering from a brain con- 
cussion and severe cuts about the 
face and head. Her condition was 
highly critical for several days, but 
is now improving and her recovery 
Is expected. 

Police meantime picked up a 46- 
year-old porter and handyman, 
Robert Smith, traced through a Jaun- 
dry mark on a cleaning rag he left 
in the Miller apartment, and are 
holding him without bail for hearing 

Mrs. Miller’s ABC show, aired 
Sunday mornings, is one of the old- 
est programs in radio. Show is go- 
ing on, with ABC’s Bob Tormey 
lending a hand to production and 
Mrs. Miller's role as “the lady next 
door” being written out, probably 
until fall, Script, however, will 
carry references to “lady next door” 
being in the hospital, will work in 
letters from her, ete., until she re- 
turns, 


Femme Public Relations 
~ Job Stressed at Hartford 


; Hartford, June 17. 
Third annual conference of the 
Assn. of Women Broadcasters of the 
NAB, first district, was held here 
Saturday and Sunday (14-15). Series 
of talks“and discussions on improv- 
ing program menu featured the 
agenda. - 
Message from Harold Fellows, 
newly elected director of first dis- 
trict NAB and general manager of 
WEEI, Boston, stated that women 
broadcasters constituted the great- 
est public relations force between 
Tadio and public. Stated that great- 
€st audience is composed of femmes 
and that women broadcasters hold 
Sreat deal of sway over them. 














KFWB Ups Femmes 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Femmes are making inroads in 
indie radio here, Latest distaff rec- 
ognition is given by Harry Maizlish, 
g.m. of Warners KFWB with the 
naming of three gals to executive 
positions on the station. 

Frances Hall, formerly handling 
traffic, has been named an account 
exec, one of the few in radio and 
among a trio here now; Dorothy 
Michels, former secretary, has been 
made traffic manager, and Bettie 
Barnes named as the latter’s asst. 





Vince McConnor’s Strawhatter 
Hollywood, June 17. 
“The Beach,” stage play by Vin- 
cent McConnor of the CBS Division 


|12-July 5) at the Westwood Village 


| Playhouse 





Howard Banks, Para- 
mount dialog director, staged play 
which has a cast of 40 and concerns 
Coney Island. 

McConnor wrote “A Joy Forever” 
which was on Broadway last season 
with Guy Kibbee. 





San Antonio—Ray Bried has been 
named to news staff at WOAIT here, 








The Fun Hurts 


London, June 17. 

BBC is in trouble with the 
Travel Assn., which has pro- 
tested against its Third Program 
feature which group claims is 
facetious and likely to keep for- 
eign visitors from visiting Brit- 
ain. Called “Guide to Britain,” 
it’s considered particularly ill- 
timed by J. G. Bridges, director- 
general of Travel Assn., who was 
readying a publicity campaign to 
urge British visitors abroad to be 
ambassadors of their country 
and not make misleading staté- 


ments about conditions at 
home, 

Appreciating that the radio 
program was intended to be 
humorous, Bridges feels for- 
eigners will misunderstand the 
British sense of humor which 


has a great tendency to pan its 
native hearth. 








WE’S 621c. DIVIDEND 
Western Electric Co. directors de- 
clared a dividend of 62%c. on its 
capital stock last week, this being 
from the surplus profits of the com- 





| 
| 
| 





Ghost Voice Bobs Up in Buenos Aires 
Needling Peron Into Closing Station 


Montevideo, June 7. 
One of the yet unrevealed mys- 
teries of the last war is the 
famous Ghost Voice which used to 


make itself heard on _ broadcasts 
over the German airwaves. Buenos 
Aires radio outlets now have their 
own special brand of Ghost Voice, 
but even to the general public it’s 
not much of a whodunit to solve 
the who, how or wherefore of the 
ghost’s activity. 

The ghostly intruder was first 
heard on Thursday (5) at a mam- 
moth (enforced) labor rally to bid 
goodbye to Senora de Peron, on the 


eve of her departure on a Spanish 
junket, at the official invitation of 
dictator Franco. 

Gen. Peron made a speech, in 


which he described his emotion at 
witnessing the love and veneration 
in which his wife was held, and 
bade her take messages of peace to 





Voice was heard suddenly, electri- 
fying radio listeners. 

The intruder didn’t manage to 
shove in on the entire hookup, but 
only over the Radio Belgrano wave- 
length and network—bursting in 
with the startling -words “Muera 
Peron” (“Death to Peron”) and 
seguing off with an ironic, “very 
good ... very good,” followed by: 
“We are here to unmask the lying 


|}upholders of an alleged social jus- 
| tice. 
| we 


We appeal to Argentine labor; 
are those who at .other times 
have guarded Argentine dignity. We 
shall be back to tell the people what 


'it should know and that which the 





cynic Peron would keep under 
cover. Peron... Peron... muefra. 
Muera Peron.” 

The President, meanwhile, un- 


aware of the interference, wound 
up his set speech, while the Bel- 
grano wavelength was quickly faded 
out-—whether by the government 





replacing Sam Sloan who  has|pany. Divvy is payable on June 30|the whole world from the Argen-|control or the outlet itself isn’t yet 
resigned his post. to stock on record on June 24. tine. It was then that the Ghost {Continued on page 36) 
—_ = J 





New Phase of 





June 23 on MBS 


This April, Kate Smith celebrated her Sixteenth 
Radio Anniversary. Through the years, Kate has 
become not only a radio star, but the “first lady of 
radio’"—a great personality whose listeners are 
numbered in the tens of millions. More than that, 
Kate is a friend and an influence in countless lives 
— she is an“instftution”. 


bril 


On 23, Kate Smith starts a new phase of her 
iant career. On that day, Kate’s daytime com- 


mentary “KATE SMITH SPEAKS” begins its five- 
year engagement on Mutual. And Mutual raises 
more than 400 voices in welcome. 


“KATE SMITH SPEAKS” first went on the air in 
1938—and almost immediately became the sensa- 





KATE SMITH Starts 


Her Brilliant Career 


tion of daytime programs. The show’s populari 


increased steadily and today “KAT 


SMITH 


SPEAKS” is one of the top daytime shows. It is 


frequently in first place. 


“KATE SMITH SPEAKS”—with Kate and Ted 
Collins, in their daily discussion—will be heard 
Monday through Friday at 12:00 noon to 12:15 
p.m. EDST—the time which has been Kate's for 


nearly ten vears. 


The program is a Mutual Co-op. For full informa- 
tion concerning rates and markets in which the 
program is still available for local sponsorship, 
write, wire or telephone your local Mutual affili- 
ate or Mutual’s Cooperative Program Departmens, 


World’s Largest Network 


Mutual Broadcasting System 
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3 CBS Men Who ‘Went Back’ Come 
Home With Tales of Despair 


By HERMAN SCHOENFELD 


Three CBS correspondents, mov- 
ing back over ,the far-flung paths of 
conquest taken by the U.S. military 
forces two years ago in Europe, the 
Pacific and Japanese mainland, have 
amassed 75 solid hours of recorded 
material grooved with the world’s 
hunger and misery. Boiled down to 
one-hour size, the material will be 
aired as the net’s next documentary 
program, “We Went Back,” Aug. 14, 
with the advance ,sublicity pitch to 
be made chiefly to ex-GIs who want 
to know what’s happened to the 
places and people they left behind. 
» Bill Downs covered the European 
invasion route while Jim Hurlbut 
and Bill Costello divided the Pacific 


and the Philippines, summed up the 
American GI attitude by saying “‘it’s 
a nice place for the natives.” The 
scene is unchanged in the Pacific, 
he said, except for the absence of 
American soldiers. In an interview 
with Judah, king of the 150 Bikini 
atoll natives who were transplanted 
to Ronjerik island during the atomic 
bomb tests, Hurlbut was informed 
of the native’s unhappiness. Their 
new island home was lacking in 
bread trees. 

In effort to discover what the vets 
wanted to know about their former 
| battle posts, Bob Heller, director of 
ithe CBS documentary unit, and 
Downs visited the Kingsbridge vet- 
eran’s hospital in the Bronx Sunday 
(15). The soldiers asked about vari- 








island chain and Japan between 
them. Returning from overseas, last | 


week, Downs and Hurlbut disclosed | s3id) what 


ous people and places and most of 
all they wanted to know, Heller 
the people thought of 


that on opposite ends of the globe, |them but they were embarrassed to 
in Europe and in the Pacific, the | ask. Heller said that all of the ma- 


common man’s chief preoccupation | 
was food. 

Downs, retracing the American | 
Army’s sweep from Southampton to | 
the beaches of Normandie through | 
Bastogne to Berlin, reported that | 
Europe, especially Germany, was a| 
depressing spectacle. The cities are | 
still in ruins, the only improvement 
made during the last two years be- 
ing the neatly piled rubble heaps. 
The Normans, he said, were cur- 
rently in the grip of a tourist boom 
with the American Express Agency 
running a threy-day tour to the in- | 
vasion beaches. Three separate 
towns, claiming to be the initial 
point of contact for the allied forces 
in France, asked military head- 
quarters to settle the dispute, but 
nobody knew the answer. 


In Germany, WUowns said, . his 
recordings are filled with people’s 
psychopathic fear of the Russians, 
their hunger, their desire for demo- 
cratic rights and their political con- 
fusion. The German Communists, 
he said, were gaining ground be- 
éause they are offering a concrete 
program while the western Allies 
were supporting parties who were 
stocked only with abstract slogans. 
Symptomatic of the German atti- 
tude toward the western powers, 
which are liked but not admired, 
was an engineer’s comment in 
Essen. “Without help,” he said, “we 
can clear Essen of rubble in 30 
years; with help from the U.S., we 
will clear it in 130 years.” 


“Nice Place For Natives” 


Hurlbut, after a~30,000 mile two- 
months tour of the Pacific islands 
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terial for the documentary would 
be submitted to the Library of Con- 
gress for its permanent archives, 


PHOTOG HURRELL TELLS 
HOW TO CLICK ON TELE 


Photographer George Hurrell 
makes his bow as a television pro- 
ducer on DuMont’s showcase time 
over WABD, the web’s N. Y. tele | 
outlet, Monday (23) night. With the | 
show based primarily on photo- 
graphy, many camera and film man- 
ufacturing outfits have evidenced 
pre-production interest, offering the 
likelihood that DuMont will have no 
trouble selling it. 

Titled “Camera Highlights,” the 
show will attempt to teach amateur 
photogs, of whom there are approxi- 
mately 30,000,000 how to improve 





f Television Reviews { 
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WRITE YOU ARE 
With Dr. William Perl, Marty 


Schrader; guests 
Producer-Writer: Schrader 
Director: Bob Loewi 
15 Mins.; Monday (16), 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WABD—DuMont, N. Y. 

“Write You Are,” first Marty 
Schrader package aired by a Ae & 
station in some time, represents an 
interesting idea but one that needs 
plenty of polishing before sponsors 
can be expected to knock at 
Schrader’s door. It looked 
extremely low-budgeter, however, 
as spotted in DuMont’s showcase 
time Monday (16) night and, with 
its format revolving around hand- 
writing analysis and doodling, 
would be a natural for a pen or ink 
company. 

Schrader, former television trade- 

paper reporter, apparently knows 
the medium so that the stumbling 
aspects of Monday’s show could 
probably be charged up to the fact 
that it was necessarily cut from its 
original half-hour time to 15° min- 
utes because of the special Army 
ceremony at Yankee Stadium im- 
mediately following. With Schrader 
himself acting as emcee, handwrit- 
ing expert Dr. William Perl analyzes 
the penmanship of two guests and 
one outside viewer, to whom he 
talks via telephone, and then points 
out the intricacies in the doodling 
of celebs. 
Schrader made an affable emcee, 
although it’s obvious he’s more used 
to working behind the cameras than 
in front of them. Dr. Perl ap- 
parently knew. his stuff but was 
handicapped by an extremely heavy 
Austrian accent for which he tried 
to compensate by shouting most of 
the time. Both went through their 
lines at times like a grammar school 
kid reciting a memorized poem, 
which hampered the all-important 
spontaneity for such shows. 

Director Bob Loewi handled his 
cameras well, making the most of 
the visual aspects in cutting to the 
writing exhibits when Dr. Perl was 
explaining them. Stal. 


like an 








their work, with Hurrell himself in 


sequence will also be woven through 
it to add interest. Roger Clark reps 
Hurrell on the packaging end, with 
Bob Emery slated to produce for 
WABD. 


Pix Quiz for Tele 


New television quiz show, featur- 
ing as emcee Prof. Robert Gessner, 
head of New York University’s film 
department, and based on a board 
of experts’ knowledge of motion pic- 
tures, is currently being readied by 
WABD (DuMont, N. Y.) for presen- 
tation next fall. 

Clips from old and recent films, 
including features, newsreels and 
shorts, will be shown to the experts, 
as well as the home audience, for 
60 seconds or less. Experts must 
then identify, according to questions 
sent in by home viewers, the actor, 
plot, title, etc. Show is to be titled 
“Remember When?” and is being 
packaged by Gessner. 








Cowan Adds Staffers 
Louis G. Cowan has added Leonard 
Feather, jazz music critic, and Hal 
Halpern, radio publicist, to his staff, 
to help on the new transcribed 
Tommy Dorsey disk jockey show 
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“SAN FRANCISCO-ATLANTA-HOLLY WOOD 


the role of tutor. Small dramatic | THE LIGHTS GO OUT 


With Shelby Gordon, Rose Dunn; 

guests Joey Adams, George Drake 
Writers: Shelby Gordon, Rose Dunn 
Director: Kit Carson 
Sustaining 
15 Mins.; Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. 
WBKB, Chicago 

“The Lights Go Out” was first 
announced as a commercial show, 
but bowed sans sponsor with Rose 
Dunn and Shelby Gordon playing 
the “Lights,” who in this case are 
young couple who once a week treat 
themselves to a night out and do the 
town. On opening airer, their 
escapades included dining at local 
restaurant, “The Ranch,” after which 
they caught Billy Burke at the Sel- 
wyn in “Accidentally Yours.” 


Format of program is to feature 
different Chi eatery each week, and 
interview proprietor, along with 
some celebrity currently in town. 
Each show will begin with glimpse 
of couple about ready to leave home 
and then switch to dining room 
scene. Other than three minute 
opening, entire show is adlibbed, 
which accounted for Gordon’s con- 
tinual overplaying of various words, 
especially, “terrific.” 

Show is natural for local restau- 
rant association sponsorship, be- 
cause it encourages -listeners and 
entices them to visit spots partici- 
pating in program. 

During course of meal, they 
spotted Joey Adams sitting at an- 
other table and he joined them for 
chat which covered town doings and 





his pet subject, the Damon Runyon 
Cancer Fund. Adams gagged about 
women liking to eat out which 
brought about idea of contest for 
women exclusively on “Why Women 
Like to Eat Out.” Writer of winning 
letter will be given free evening as 
guest of “Ranch.” 


Couple in show who are also the 
writérs, have neat appearance, but 
would have been more convincing 
\if they wore dressy street clothes, 
rather than evening dress, because 
representing ordinary people with 
middle-class budget, they naturally 
would not be able to afford evening 
dress arid tuxedo for weekly outings. 
Kit Carson, director, is hoping to 
appropriate props from _ various 
places for coming shows to make 
| background look more authentic, 
without actually having to reproduce 
| interior of restaurant. Hunt. 





Northwestern U. Tele Course 


Chicago, June 17. 

Television course is being pre- 
sented by Northwestern Univ. here 
this summer. Course, part of the 
regular School of Speech program, 
is operated in cooperation with 
WBKB, Chi video station, which 
furnishes producers and_ technical 
men for studio classroom work. 

Program includes scripting, acting, 
producing, staging, lighting, and 
minor technical phases. 








Inside Stuff—Television 


Television industry faced two more standoffs from unions during the 
last week, which forced the abandonment of CBS’ plans to air the Fashion 


Fair from Madison Sq. Garden, N. Y., 


and the pickup of Roy Rogers’ songs 


during NBC’s broadcast of the rodeo from the Polo Grounds, N. Y., Sun- 


day (15). 


Since the Fashion Fair represented a regular vaude production, th 
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees demanded that CB 


hire standbys in each of the three 


IA departments handling the show. 


Cost, according to CBS toppers, would have been peanuts but they chose 
to nix the pickup rather than establish a precedent which might get out 


of hand in the future. 


NBC was forced to cut the live sound during 


Rogers’ songs and use recorded music because of the American Federa- 


tion of Musicians’ ban on live music 





in video. 


What must be television’s first set wage scale for talent has been 
effected between the American Guild of Variety Artists, Paramount's 
KTLA and the William Morris agency in Hollywood. Morris office has 
an exclusive booking arrangement, too, whereby it furnishes four acts 


every Sunday night for the Coast station’s regular variety show. 


set a special scale which figure none 
to be approximately $50 per act. 


AGVA 
will disclose but which is estimated 





Some Coast teletraders are pondering a system whereby daily program- 
ming of each station, at least during trial days of operation experimentally, 


would be staggered. 


Step would permit airings of all to get a full audi- 


ence, eliminating cutthroat competition that would otherwise result in 


watchers getting only a share of the 


efforts of each station. Notion is to 


rotate time on the air so that each station would have choice hours at one 


time during a day and week. 


In this way, in addition to helping each avoid pitfalls and learning from 


rounded experience, now dissatisfied 


audiences would get a full measure 


of everything on the air, system allowing a full schedule for watchers 
instead of scattered hours with gaps between when none would be on the 


air. 


‘t's figured move would tend to hypo set buying, too. 


Later, when 


all seven stations in Hollywood are on the air, the system could, of course, 
be discontinued and merit alone regulate. 





TELE ACAD NOMINATES | 
NEW SLATE OF OFFICERS 


Hollywood, June 17. 

The Academy of Television Arts 
and Sciences here held nominations 
this week for new officers with the 
meeting resulting in one of the hot- 
test sessions to date as politicking, 
factionalism and deft maneuvers of 
some to alter the present constitu- 
tion were floored. 

Nominated by a regular committee 
for president was Ronald Oxford, of 
KFI, but from -the floor the names 
of Don MacNamara, of Telefilms, 
and Charles Brown, also of KFI, 
were added as possible replacements 
for exiting—and refusing to run 
again—prexy, Edgar Bergen. 

Other nominations included Harry 
Lubcke, Don Lee; and Ray Monfort, 
Los Angeles Times, first v-p; Hal 
Bock, NBC, and Earl Ebi, J. Walter 
Thompson, second v-p; Don Mac- 
Namara and O. A. Engstrom, latter 
of County Schcol System, treasurer; 
Gayle Gitterman, Metro, and Brad 
Atwood, corresponding secretary; 
Celeste Rush and Miriam Lane, re- 
cording secretary; R. H. McCall and 
Dr. Ferenc Fodor, latter of Audio 
Pictures, secretary; Julia Farns- 
worth and Barbara Furse, secretary 
to treasurer. 


Beamed Relay System To 
Answer $40 Toll, Sez Eddy 


Chicago, June 17. 

Terming the $49 mile monthly toll 
that American Telephone & Tele- 
graph has put on use of its coaxial 
cable by tele broadcasters as “over- 
exorbitant” and that charge might 
hinder programming of television, 
Capt, Bill Eddy, director of Chi 
video station WBKB, declared that 
beamed relay system may be the 
only alternative for distance opera- 
tion of video stations. 

WBKB’'s beamed relay link to 
Michigan City and South Bend will 
probably be completed by end of 
July with major construction almost 
completed in Mchigan City and 
foundations laid for the New 





Sarnoff Cautions 
Filmers on Video 


Chicago, June 17. 

Warning motion picture industry 
not to ignore advent of television 
into pix houses, David Sarnoff, head 
of RCA, addressed delegates to 23rd 
annual convention of Radio Manu- 
facturers Assn. here Thurs. (12), ask- 
ing industry not to repeat errors of 


those who some 20 years ago failed 
to see the potential of sound on 
films. In this connection he be- 
lieved the impact of tele on theatre 
attendance will come from timeli- 
ness and dramatic interest of cur- 
rent events making the newsreel 
theatre of today prerunner of tele- 
vision theatre of tomorrow. 


Television, plus FM and indus- 
trial electronics, he considered as 
being the shot in the arm of the 
radio industry with complete even- 
tual fusion of video and radio till 
both will be in 36 million homes 
which -now have only radio. He 
declared that small stations needn't 
wait for large investments to get 
into video operations since much of 
telecost can be lessened by filming 
live shows and newsreels plus us- 
ing local events and talent. 
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SAMMY KAYE 


Presents 


SECOND ANNUAL NATIONAL FINALS 
of 


“So You Want to Lead a Band” 


CARNEGIE HALL, NEW YORK 


Broadcast Over ABC Network 
Every Monday, 9:30 P. M., E.D.S.T. 
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r nothing” to a listener's knowl- 
Lage of whether he was hearing 
news or opinion. 


No Blue Book Reference 


The FCC chairman supported the 
pill’s provision which reinforces the 
ban on government censorship of 
any program, but gives FCC the 
right to review over-all program- 
ming every three years when a 
license comes up for renewal. 

(NAB prexy Justin Miller and the 
broadcasters are expected to hit 
hard at this last proviso. The Blue 
Book, incidentally, wasn’t mentioned 
once during Denny’s two-hour ap- 
pearance before the White group.) 

Denny urged the committee to 
leave FCC the right to promulgate 
further network regulations, insist- 
ing that if net rules were written 
into the legislation at all, they 
should be left in their present form. 
He pointed out, however, that the 
rules have been amended by the 


ably need more going over as they 


Hearing Holdup Likely 
Washington, June 17. 


The House Interstate and For- 
eign Commerce subcommittee 
handling the White-Wolverton 
radio bill decided in closed ses- 
sion last Friday (13) to await 
outcome of the hearings skedded 
to open today (Tues.) before the 
Senate subcommittee, before fix- 
ing a hearing date on the con- 
troversial legislation. Indica- 
tions were that the House would 
not call hearings before the re- 
cess. 


Chairman Evan Howell 
Pa.) said that when hearings 
are called, his subcommittee 
will consider all four radio bills 
now before it. These inchide 
the omnibus new radio legisla- 
tion; a “free radio” bill intro- 
duced during the past two ses- 
sions by Rep. Emanuel Celler 
(D., N.Y.); a bill by Rep. Wil- 
liam Lemke (R., N.D.) proposing 
a probe of FCC’s FM allocation, 
and a measure from Rep. 
Thomas Lane (D., Mass.) to for- 
bid broadcast of subversive ma- 
terial. 


Meanwhile, Rep. Harris Ells- 
worth (R., Ore.), licensee of’ 
KRNR, Roseburg, Ore., accepted 
Howell’s invitation to sit on the 
radio subcommittee. Rep. 
Charles Wolverton’ (R., -N.J.) 
had at one time questioned the 
propriety of a radio licensee sit- 
ting on matters affecting him 
personally, but bowed to wishes 
of other committee members. 


Fe ee er Nar 


apply to Fl and video. Flexibility 
of the rules would be lost if they 
were legislated, Denny contended. 


FCC chief condemned some of the 
political sections of the White bill 
as “a serious limitation to free 
speech.” He pointed out that the 
provision giving radio time during 
campaigns only to authorized party 
spokesmen, candidates or their dele- 
gates, would bar from the air non- 
political groups such as labor unions 
and management groups. He said 
the rule probably also would mean 
that newscasters and analysts 





(R., 


“couldn’t talk about elections either. 


_ Denny said the granting of station 
licenses on grounds of economic 
needs, rather than simply on tech- 
nical grounds, “would throw the 
American competitive system of 


broadcasting out the window.” As 
for the bill’s apparent junking of 





Voice of Freedom 


=a Continued from page 24 


ers got busy with denials. Commit- 
tee, which is headed by Dorothy 
Parker, Dr. Algernon Black and 
Prof. Henry Pratt Pairchild, called 
@ session which drafted an an- 
nouncement that “VOF and WLIB 
are planning a 13-week series 
featuring the liberal commentators, 
each week bringing the voice of a 
different commentator to WLIB’s 
audience.” Statement also announced 
that, contrary to a “false rumor 
. circulated last week,” -VOF, 
far from protesting WLIB’s applica- 
tion, was urging FCC to grant it, in 
view of the station’s “fair-minded 
record,” etc, 

Only trouble with the Steel story 
which the VOF was so anxious to 
deny as “a false rumor,” was that 
it had been given to Variety by 
Steel himself, 





White Bill 


Continued from page 24 
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,other plan which he would present | 
FCC several times and would prob- | 
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FCC’s AVCO procedure of requir- 
ing competitive bidding for stations 
up for sale, Denny said that with- 
out this system it would be “ex- 
tremely difficult to prevent an in- 
crease in trafficking in licenses.” 


Frank Roberson, head of the FCC 
Bar Assn., was-on the stand most of 
this (Tues.) afternoon, with his 
testimony stressing the way the 
association differed from Denny in 
several important matters. 


Roberson supported the White 
bill’s proviso calling for a division 
of the FCC into two depertments of 
three members each, with the chair- 
man to be selected by the Commis- 
sion and not by the Presidgnt, as in 
past. Denny this morning 
sharply opposed the proviso, claim- 
ing most decisions handled by the 
FCC were too important for two of 
three men to decide. Denny pro- 
posed an alternate division. system, 
asking to be allowed to draft an- 


to the committee before Oct. 1. 

Bar association also approved a 
bill allowing broadcasters to get 
hearings and appeal FCC decisions, 
while Denny opposed it. National 
Assn. of Broadcasters prexy Justin 
Miller and a fleet of NAB reps are 
slated to take the stand tomorrow 
(Wed.), with broadcasters and net- 


work toppers stating their views on | 


Thursday and Friday. 


| cause our position with the network | 


WING Lapses ABC Pact 
But Keeps Airing Net’s 
Shows as Tiff Bubbles 


Dayton, June 17. 

WING, ABC affiliate here, let its 
network contract lapse last Saturday 
(14), in a dispute with the web over 
a six-month cancellation clause in a 
proposed new two-year contract. 
Station carried no net shows over 
the weekend but resumed yesterday 
(Mon), after John Pattison Williams, 
exec veepee, received a wire from 
ABC prexy Mark Woods suggesting 
that negotiations be reopened and 
grams pending a final decision. |sonal and inexpert opinion” of the 


Earlier, Williams had announced | AJC analysts and has no “probative 
that the station was going indie “be- | value.” 


Washington, June 17. 
An FCC majority last Friday (13) 
gave the N. Y. Daily News a clean 
bill of health on its FM bid and 
struck from the record as “incom- 
petent” testimony introduced by the 


American Jewish Congress during 
the N. Y. FM hearings purporting to 
show anti-Negro and anti-Jewish 
bias in the newspaper’s news and 
editorial columns. The Commission 





was becoming such that we felt that | missioner Clifford J. Durr voted to 
WING would be prevented from |retain the AJC study in the FM hear- 
carrying local programs which we | ing record and to retuse an FM per- 
considered of greater interest and| mit to the News. Durr maintained 
importance in the WING listening | that the Commission has an obliga- 
area than those we felt we would | tion to pass on an applicant's past 


be egy ee g to carry under contract | behavior in running any business, 
with ABC. |including a newspaper, and the 


At the same time, he admitted that | question here is whether the News 
the station had offered to renew its 


In a separate dissent, FCC Com- | 


FCC Okays N. Y. Daily News FM 
Bid; Says AJC Stance ‘Incompetent’ 


self as proof of a “consistent bias” 
in its handling of the news. “The 
prejudice and hostility evidenced by 
these articles,” Durr declared, “does 
not take the form of mere opposition 
to ideas and points of view. It is 
directed against people themselves 
because of the race into which they 
happen to be born.”, 

He said if the AJC case is barred 
from, the record, the FCC should 
also strike out the evidence adduced 
| by the News to show it is not biased, 
|The paper’s showing is less conclu- 
4 sive then the AJC’s on this count, 





he concluded. 


The Commission also took occa- 
|sion last Friday to turn down peti- 
tions of four N. Y. FM bidders 
| (Metropolitan Broadcasting Service, 
| WLIB, Radio Projects, Inc., Newark, 
| and Frequency Broadcasting Corp., 
| Brooklyn) to defer handing out any 
|FM permits at all until after July 1. 
| Commission said that it stood by its 
|N. Y. decision and pointed out that 





affiliation with ABC under a two- 
year non-cancellable contract. “How- 
ever,” he added, “ABC returned a 
contract to us calling for a six- 
month cancellation clause. Such a 
contract offers but little protection 


should be preferred over at least 12 | all four companies would become 
other FM contenders in the N. Y. | eligible for the four reserved FM 
area. joo in N. Y. after that date. 
While admitting that the AJC | 
study would have been more reli-| San Antonio—Louise Aldrich has 
able if bolstered by a second, in- | been named as disk jockey of a daily 





to WING, its listeners and adver- 


missioner quoted 
(Continued on page 37) 


cited by the 


several News’ 
newspaper it- 





stories 


dependent study, the Alabama Com- | Monday through Saturday half-hour 


| early morning show to be aired here 
over KCOR titled “Rise and Shine.” 
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“The Man. Called X” originates at KNX 


... 80 does“The KNX Farm Journal” 


tion supports this poise throughout 


Every program originating at KNX 
to make each local KNX program a 


Saturday, 6:00 to 6:i5.a m. reports 


year they grossed $666,474,000 


been since 1910.° 


P more about this direct approach to 
purchasing power. 


The world is his beat. KNX is his headquarters. As the sleuth of 
Columbia's The Man Called X, suave Herbert Marshall remains 
as cool and polished as his sponsor's product — Frigidaire. And 
KNX — CBS in Hollywood — makes certain that technical perfee- 


each performance. 


— whether for Southern Cali- 


fornia only or the nation — has equal assurance of faultless 
craftsmanship. The same technical facilities, studios, music and 
sound artistry available to coast-to-coast shows do their full share 


Columbia-caliber production. 


Robert Wilson, editor of The KNX Farm Journal, limits his beat 
to the 10 Southern California counties. His Monday through 


to breakfasting farmers are as 


practical as a pump handle. No slick reciter of prefabricated 
farm_news. Wilson nails his program to growers’ aeeds. Plow-side 
visits and close co-operation with county extension services keep 
The Journal timely and — as farmers testify — invaluable. 


Catering to Southern California farmers is smart business. Last ~ 
a figure that places 8 Southern 
California counties among the nation’s top 25 in farm income. 

In fact, Los Angeles is the nation’s richest farm county and has 


If the country’s richest farm market tempts you, call us about 
The KNX Farm Journal. We, or Radio Sales, will gladly tell you 


rural Southern California's 


*Sales Management, “Survey of Buying Power,” May 1947 


KNX 


Los Angeles ¢ 50,000 Waits 


COLUMBIA OWNED t Represented by Radio Sales, the SPOT Broadcasting Division of CBS New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, Detroit, Atlanta, San Francisco 
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Argentine’s 











RAN At POE! 


known. Later in the evening police 
squads appeared at Radio Belgrano 
with orders to shutter the outlet 
and retain its management and per- 
sonnel for investigation. 
Fascist Solution 
General consensus of 
both in the industry and among the 
public, connected the episode with 


the recent resignation of General 
Velazco, chief of the federal police, 
and one of Peron’s closest collabo- 





rators. The interference is believed 
to be the work of the Alianza 
Libertadora Nacionalista, a Fascist 


group formerly closely connected 
with the German Embassy and Nazi 
agents, which had always relied 
upon support from the _ federal 
police, created by Velazco. The 
Alianza is very similar to the Span- 
ish Falange and has hitherto roamed 
the streets of Buenos Aires at will, 
beating up democratic supporting 
students, burning and looting Soci- 
alist or Communist headquarters, 
and holding police-protected rallies 
which closely followed the Nurem- 
berg pattern of the Hitler youth 
groups. 

No one in the. broadcasting indus- 
try believes that Radio Belgrano has 
had any complicity in the Ghost 
Voice affair, and the fact that the 
voice was heard over the Belgrano 
outlet and its network is taken as 
certain proof that the interference 
wasn’t produced on the _station’s 
frequency, but has been caused 
through interference on _ telephone 
lines, which must have been tapped. 

The first results of the govern- 
ment investigation have shown that 
the wires between the outlet’s studio 
building and transmitting station at 
Moron, outside the city ‘limits, had 





Continued from page 3 
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Ghost Voice 











been tapped at various points. At 
any rate they had been stripped of 
their insulated covers, 

The Broadcasters Assn. sum- 
moned a hasty meeting to consider 
the situation and collaborated with 
Belgrano to the extent of broad- 
‘casting a statement from the web 
repudiating the Ghost Voice and 


stating its confidence in the investi- 
gation procedure, which would sure- 


matter. 

Whoever was responsible for the 
interference, it’s certainly given a 
| fillip to local radio listening, as 
ilisteners are longing for a_ repeat 
performance—even if it does come 
from the Nationalists (who have 
only a very tiny minority on their 
side). Some wags have even sug- 
gested that the government itself is 
responsible for the interference— 
that rafio fans are so tired of list- 
ening to official broadcasts, and in 
fact, switch off as soon as these ap- 
pear on the air, that some such 
drastic measure like this was neces- 
sary to get them to listening again. 
Now they will all be listening in 
ithe hope of hearing a voice that 
|dares to say “Peron Muera.” 

Network execs, on the othef hand, 
are jittery lest this episode give 
supporters of nationalization of 
radio a peg on which to support 
their theories. The latest plan which 
is believed to have been mulled 
over by the government is one 
whieh would continue commercial 
broadcasting, but under complete 
government domination. 


Georgia—CBS 
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In Worcester, WTAG 
delivers 147% more au- 
dience than Station 8B, 
209% over Station 












tion D, and 368% © 
ever Station E. e 
(Hooper Index Jan.- 
Feb. ‘47) 











Reward! 


"WHERE IS SAM?’ 


Communicate 
JEWEL MUSIC 





Storer’s Fort Industry subsidiary 
which operates WWVA, Wheeling, 
and WGBS, Miami, as well as 
WAGA, engineered a “package deal” 
for transfer of the three stations, all 
50 kilowatters, from ABC affiliation 
to CBS. This, he charged, violated 
federal anti-trust laws. 

District Judge E. Marvin Under- 
wood, who granted the temporary 
restraining order, set June 26 for a 
hearing on Georgia’s application for 
a permanent injunction. 





CBS Says It’s Unprecented 


In N. Y., a CBS spokesman said 
yesterday (Tues.) that the net was 
not prepared officially to state a 
position on the case inasmuch as no 
papers had been served, but he 
pointed out that the court action 
was unprecedented. 


The nets have never been re- 
quired to conduct competitive bid- 
ling among stations for affiliation, 
« said, and there is no rule which 
srohibits an affiliated station or a 
etwork from terminating a tieup 
yon expiration of the usual two- 


ar contracts. 
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ADDITIONAL FM GRANTS 
GREENLIGHTED BY FCC 


Washington, June 17. 

The FCC moved on three fronts 
last week to speed establishment of 
additional FM stations throughout 
the country. 

Commission announced that the 
one - out - of - every - five FM_ slots 
which earlier had been put on the 
shelf in FM-congested cities for use 
by veterans and other latecomers, 
would be opened to competition ef- 
fective July 1. (FCC Commissioner 
Clifford J. Durr dissented, arguing 
that the Commission should keep 
the channels out of circulation for 
a longer period). 

After July 1, therefore, New York 
City and Los Angeles will have four 
more FM channels; Chicago and San 
Francisco, three; and Washington, 
D. C., Baltimore, Detroit, Salt Lake 
City, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Port- 
land, Ore. and Detroit will each 
pick up two additional slots. 
Concurrently, the Commission 
made final a new FM allocation plan, 
spacing metropolitan-type FM. sta- 
tions in the same town 800 kc apart, 
rather than 400 ke, as provided ear- 
lier, 
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matic devices. The possibilities and 
variations are infinite. Only the 
dramatist’s own creativity and in- 
genuity will limit him. He'll be 
able to use all the techniques of 
theatre, film, and sight and sound 
picked up from any location in 
the world and transmitted instan- 
taneously.” 

Nine years ago Golden presented 
for NBC television the first current 
Broadway success ever televized. 
This was his “Susan and God,” with 
the same stage talent used, Ger- 
trude Lawrence, Paul McGrath and 
Nancy Kelly. Golden and David 
Sarnoff made speeches for the occa- 
sion, and Golden pulled a crack 
that was as corny and as true then 
as it is corny and true now. 

‘All The World’s A Stage’ 


“Shakespeare's words,” he said, 
“have at last come true. No more 
will acting be confined to the the- 
atre, studio or microphone. It will 
be extended to all these forms— 
and more. For from today on, all 
the world actually is a stage” 

Golden describes the form of play 
that may develop for tele. It will 
be a new form, he Says, taking in 
every previous medium used, and 
including legit, newsreels, radio, 
documentary, etc. It might» be a 
biographical form of play, utilizing 
all these mediums, 

Take a forthcoming Joe Louis 
fight, for instance, says Golden. A 
television playwright is to drama- 
tize it.. He starts his story a week 
in advanee of the fight. It’s to be 
the story of Louis’ life, so it starts 
back in Louis’ boyhood, back in the 
actual setting of Louis’ childhood 
home in Alabama. The cameras 
are actually there, televising a 
drama enactec by young Negro kids 
to be sent by coaxial cable or other 
means developed. 

Then comes Louis’ youth in De- 
,troit, his shoe shining, his work in 
_the gym, his early fights. Some- 
| times the scenes are played by real 
;actors; at other times film se- 
/quences are used. Newsreels of 
|some of his fights carry the story 
| onward—all forms are utilized for 
/the story. Then the current devel- 
opments leading up to the «coming 
| fight, the contracts, the training. 
| Then the fight itself, with Joe Louis 
| playing himself in the climax. 

“And the neatest thing about it,” 
said Golden, “is that the playwright, 
‘when he begins the story of Louis, 
doesn’t know whether he’s writing 
a cgmedy or a tragedy. The fight 
might be another Louis victory 
milestone—or it might be his finish. 

|If it finishes with Louis still the 
,hero, the playwright has written a 
|comedy. If Louis is down, and an- 
other man is being cheered by the 
| crowd, he’s written a tragedy—the 
| end of Joe Louis!” 
Golden has another ideal bio- 
igraphical tele play similarly in 
mind—the life of President Tru- 
man. From the Missouri farm kid 
|to November 1948. The story of a 
| struggling haberdashery clerk who 
became accidentally President — a 
story, likewise’ either comedy or 
tragedy, to be ready for the happy 
or tragic finish the night of the 
coming °'48 election. 

What sponsor, asks Golden, now 
shelling out thousands for the privi- 
lege of televising a championship 
prizefight, or a champ football game, 
wouldn’t go overboard for a story 

















like those just outlined? 





was difficult to understand at the 
receiver end. NS regulars Jack 
Figen, Larry Carr, Dick Styles, and 
Walter Scheff tossed in samples of 
their shows. Comedy find Al Bernie 
did a fast mimic routine. Mel Torme 
of the Copa piped a medley from 
his new pic—but he sang so close 
in that receivers vibfated. 

James Shouse, Crosley prexy, 
came in at the close—on a platter 
with a distinct needle pop—to ask 
listeners’ “indulgence in a task that 
is most difficult,” that of program- 
ming to please everybody and also 
serve the public interest. Doan. 


FRIDAY THE THIRTEENTH 

With Nick Matsoukas, Millard 
Faught, Oleg Cassini, Margaret 
Haymes, Lloyd Shaffer, John Vas- 


shire, announcer 
Director: Jack Grogan 
Producer: Laurence Hammond 
13 Mins.; Fri. (13) One Shot 
Sustaining 
WNEW, N. Y. 

WNEW, N. Y. indie station, pulled 
all stops on its airlines last Friday 
(13) in the 9 a.m. segment for mem- 
bers of national Committee of Thir- 
teen to strut its stuff in debunking 
time-worn superstitions anent un- 
fortunate events to befall one on that 
date. 

On overall it was a chowder party 
wherein most of those listed above 
cracked mirrors, walked under lad- 
ders, tossed away horeshoes and 
rabbit’s paws to prove it meant noth- 


Radio Reviews 
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sos, Chick Lewis; Norman Broken- | 





substantial including variety of a 
bers, “Cornish Rhapsody,” “Mam. 
selle,” “Stella by Starlight” and “I 
Don’t Know Enough About You.” 
Fill-ins are poems and advice, and 
show caught aired original verses 
by show writer, Bill Adams, nostal- 
gically titled, “Way Back When,” and 
a thought provoking item, “Today.” 
Program is under guidance of two 
producers, Maurice Murray and 
James Billings, who alternate han- 
dling five-a-week proceedings. In 
favor of easy flow is fact that pro- 
gram is sans commercials. Huvat. 





Follow-up Comment 


oeooe 








ee et i De an 


“Robert Q. Lewis Little Show” has 
been expanded from its 15-minute 
format to a half-hour show and 
moved into a Friday middle-of-the- 
evening CBS segment for the sum- 
mer, as befits a show of such re- 
freshing qualities. Lewis, backed by 
a top supervisory production job by 
Goodman Ace and some hep script- 
ing, continues to justify those initial 
handsprings over injecting an ele- 
ment of freshness into the program- 
ming picture. 

_Those satiric overtones will ob- 
viously invite “just like Henry 
Morgan” comment, which in a sense 
is unfair. If the Morgan formula is 
good radio, then it rates a reprise. 
If, as was sometimes evidenced last 





ing to them. An outsider who said | 
he believed in rabbit’s paws was | 
brought up to have magico pull rab- | 
bit out of hat, make it vanish and | 
lant four. r.f.’s in his pocket, for | 
aughs. It was neatly handled and 
made for entertaining session. 

Idea of anti-superstition show was 
thought up by Laurence Hammond 
and Michael Carr. Jack Grogan di- 
rected. Everybody had fun. Norman 
Brokenshire truanted from U. S. 
Steel’s Theatre Guild of the Air to 
handle announcements and _ ring- 
master the wacky stunts. Edba. 


FIRESIDE THOUGHTS FOR MEN 
With June Merrill 
Writer: William D. Adams 
Producers: Maurice Murray, Jack 
Billings 
30 Min.; Mon. thru Fri.; 12:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WENR, Chicago 
Just what the name impiles, “Fire- 
side Thoughts for Men” is a femme- 
emceed show which caters to the 
stronger sex. by handing out bits of 
philosophy and numerous anecdotes, 
with secondary purpose of preparing 


weary masculine mind for good 
night’s rest. 
June Merrill, long” a_ favorite 


woman’s program pilot, weaves show 
together by "ap toy soft, intimate 
voice into mike giving impression she 


is so close, that mechanism is lip- 
sticked when she’s through. Theme 
is “Man I Love” and format has 
Miss Merrill using feminine tricks to 
build up male ego. 

Musical interludes on opener were 





Coward 
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French version series for utilization 
in Europe and possibly French-Can- 
ada and the French Empire. This 
makes the program the first bi-ling- 
ual transcription series produced for 
international broadcasting. 

Other transcription series cur- 
rently in production by Towers’ 
firm, Towers of London, Ltd., are 
“Secrets of Scotland Yard,”, authen- 
tic Scotland Yard shows, starring 
Clive Brook, plus “London Play- 
house,” the British Lux Radio thea- 
tre type dramatic show already 
scheduled for broadcasting in a num- 
ber of important overseas territories. 

Towers plans to up the output of 
his British Empire transcription 
service by 100% this fall. He planes 
to New York July 5 for the first lap 
of a summer tour which will take 
him to Canada, Hollywood, Mexico, 
New Zealand and Australia. Coward 
also leaves England July 25 for a 
tour. 


Mpls. Mayor Emcees 


Minneapolis, June 17. 
Away on vacation, Bob DaHaven 
‘induced Mayor H. H. Humphrey, 
just elected by a huge majority, to 
pinch hit for him as emcee on his | 














| WCCO afternoon radio variety pro- 
gram. Mayor, a close friend of 
| DaHaven, made a hit with gags and 


wits in introducing other per- 
formers. 
He said, however, that he sstill 


considers his future is at City Hall 
rather than over the air. 





Hartford — Cooperating with the 
Hartford Anti Noise Campaign, 
WTIC is asking all listeners to tone 
down their radios after the 11 p.m. 
news. . 





Friday (13), Lewis too closely ap- 
proximated the Morgan marnerism, 
it’s regrettable, for the CBS comedy 
hope has sufficient. distinctive quali- 
ties of his own to bypass imitative- 
ness. 
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NOW— 


along with 
“The Texas Rangers” 


A sure-fire give-away or 
self-liquidating offer! At- 
tractive 48-pages of Original 
Songs The Texas Rangers 
Sing and scrap-book album. 
Provided sponsors of “The 
Texas Rangers” at cost! 


Write for full details. 


The Texas Rangers 


AN ARTHUR B. CHURCH 
PRODUCTION 
PICKWICK HOTEL, KANSAS CITY 6, MO. 
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BUDDY CLAR 


SINGS 
CBS 
9 P.M., EDST 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 

Interesting film-radio tieup is Paramount Pix’s exclusive grant to indie 
WNEW, N. Y., for New York city area of transcriptions the film company 
js putting out on its new features. Record on one side has scenes from the 
new film. On the other side are interviews with film players.~ Interviews 
have bands open so that local guy can put the questions which the actors 

r. 
yg ad far Paramount has sent recordings from “Dear Ruth” and “Perils 
of Pauline,” with dialog from pix on one side, and interviews with John 
Lund and William Demarest, from “Pauline,” and Billy DeWolfe and 
Mona Freeman, of “Ruth,” on reverse, respectively. Pix company is sub- 
mitting platters gratis. 

WNEW, meantime, is readying a half-hour program, “Hollywood News 
Reel,” based on these platters. Show will have other material, such as 
sound track with music from the pix, which studios also are sending it. 
Station’s pitch to sponsors is a show with Hollywood names, with at least 
four on one program, and dialog from new films to boot. 
will preem in two weeks. 





NBC Radio-Recording Division is taking a poll of every radio station | 
jn the country to find out what kind of programs they find “most accept- | 
Object,. the net’s | 


able and saleable” to local and regional advertisers. 
subsidiary says, is to provide it with some guideposts in planning future 
transcribed open-end syndicated programs. Poll is the first the division 
has taken applying to this type of programming and is being made via 
questionnaire. Right now R-R D is syndicating 24 waxers ranging from 
five-minute mysteries to half-hour variety stanzas. 





Hilda Morris, the Larchmont, N. Y., novelist, who died last week, was 


the author of “The Tuckers Tune In,” one of the few works of fiction or | 


non-fiction, whichever treated broadcasting affectionately. Book appeared 
some five years ago (G. P. Putnam) and described the part radio listen- 
ing played in a smail town American fan 

pression years. 





Stations WOW, Omaha, and WDAF, Kansas City, last week effected an 
unusual interchange of interviews with interesting persons simply by 
trading transcriptions. The tieup provided each station with two quarter- 
hour programs, although each station produced only one show. 

Occasion for the tieup was the announcement of the winners in the Quiz 
Kids’ annual contest to select 10 best teachers based on the words of 

upils. 
staff at the R: J. Delano School for Crippled Children in Kansas City, 
was the second place winner and the recipient of $500 in cash. 
given her was beeause of a letter written in the contest by Thomas N. 
Townsend, 17, who graduated from Omaha’s Benson High School this 
spring. Young Townsend is a victim of cerebral palsey, but is said by 
Miss Lindgren to be one of the most brilliant minds encountered in her 
years before the classes. The youth had been in her classes several years 
before moving to Omaha last fall. 

Bill Bates of the WDAF staff transcribed an interview with Miss Lind- 
gren, and the platter was broadcast by the station last week, then shipped 
to WOW. Omaha station transcribed an interview with Townsend, broad- 
cast it, and then shipped it off to WDAF for use this week. Thus both 
stations have covered both sides of the prize winning without stepping 
outside their own regular facilities. 





Lionel Poulton, KDKA (Pittsburgh) production veteran, this year 
earned the unusual distinction of being the producer of all three of the 
station’s shows which won awards recently at Ohio State’s annual Edu- 
cation by Radio Conference. Programs were “School of the Air,” “Ad- 


ventures In Research” and “Youth Looks At the News.” 


a 





“News Reel” | 


athe enimenton rng 1 
family passing through the de- 
| 


Elsie Lindgren, teacher for more than 40 years and now on the| 


Award | 


BMB-Hooper 


without creating duplication in au- 
dience neasurement.” 

“Although this plan provides cer- 
tain security for myself and my 
associates,” Hooper told BMB, “it 
is offered in the spirit in which it 
was requested by you, namely, of 
true cooperation with an industry 
(radio advertising) in which statis- 
tics will continue in a role of top 
magnitude unmatched heretofore in 
advertising.” 





ing -with the committee, that the 
occasion happened to be the first 
| anniversary of his taking over of the 
| defunct Cooperative Analysis of 
| Broadcasting operation. 


romance of the sort now blossoming 
with BMB. In 1943, Hooper nego- 
| tiated for six months with CAB on 
|a@ proposed merger plan, but it fell 
| through when CAB insisted on sus- 
| pending Hooper’s 32-city rating set- 
;up in favor of an 8l-city plan—a 
| proposal Hooper wouldn’t go for. 
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Hooper noted, following his meet- | 





Continued from page 355 See 


| tisers, and which out of fairness to 
{all of us we have refused to sign. 





ABC Execs Perplexed 
In N.Y., ABC execs said they were 


fusal to sign the net contract since 
| he only recently signed one, with a 
similar six-month 
| clause, for WIZE, ABC affiliate in 
| Springfield, O., which he also man- 
; ages. 
Web officials also 
had apparently misunderstood 
Woods’ go-ahead on airing ABC 
shows during contract negotiations, 
and as a result was picking up cer- 
tain network programs and bypass- 
ing others. A wire was fired to 
WING Monday (16), afternoon ad- 
vising the station it must take the 
full ABC schedule or nothing at all. 
Net execs volunteered no reasons 
for insisting on the six-month 
clause, but said it was not unusual, 
although some affiliates are given 
nine-month and one-year clauses. 
ABC would have no outlet to turn to 
for Dayton if WING pulled out. 


said Williams 
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Sen. Jenner (Rep.) Charges Politics In 
FCC Grant on Ind. Demo Station Bid 





Agency Burns as Fidler 
Roams in Jockeying 
For Theatre Guild Time 


ABC’s pitching of a half-hour 


earlier Sunday night time slot to U.S. | 


Steele’s “Theatre Guild on the Air,” 
leaves Hollywood gabber 
Fidler dangling in mid-ether. 


Jimmy 


now occupied by “Policewoman,” the 


| other half by Fidler. Both are spon- 


| kill order was in the 


sored by Carter Products, via the 


Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles | 


agency. 

It didn’t matter about “Police- 
woman,” the show’s been cancelled 
anyway. ABC execs say the Steel 
deal had nothing to do with it; the 
house last 
of earlier 
“Police- 


month before the offer 
time for “Guild” was made. 


month 


woman” is bowing out June 29. 
But Fidler, whose film gab is a 
52-week airer, is in no apparent 


| jeopardy, cancellation-wise, and ABC 


at a loss to understand Williams’ re- ; 


can keep him—if the net comes up 


‘with a new time slot suitable to the 


cancellation | 
| somewhere 





sponsor. Question is, however, what 
the web could offer by way of a spot 
near Fidler’s present 
well-established segment following 


Walter Winchell and Louella Par- 
sons. Fidler’s back-to-back airing 
with Miss Parsons, both of them 


warming over the same Hollywood 
gossip, hasn't been an ideal arrange- 
ment from several viewpoints. 

On the other hand, it’s regarded 
as highly unlikely that Winchell 
would care to have Fidler right in 
front of him. Neither is it probable 
that Carter would be happy to have 
Fidler shunted behind “Guild” into 
the late hour of 10:30. 

Word is that ABC already has 
tossed the gabber’s sponsor a list of 
four or five possible new slots for 
Fidler. Carter, of course, has the 
summer to mull them. 


Half | 
CAB and Hooper also once had a | the earlier period U. S. Steel got is 


e Washington, June 17. 

Sen. William E. Jenner (R., Ind.) 
last Friday (13) charged FCC and 
the Indiana Democratic State Com- 
mittee with playing politics in the 
grant of an Evansville _ station, 
whose principals are prominent 
Democrats. 


Jenner charged that Pleas E. 
Greenlee, Indiana Demo chairman, 
|} had written to National Committee 
| Vice-Chairman Gael Sullivan urging 
pressure on FCC to see that the 
Same group got a second station in 
Indianapolis. (FCC had proposed a 
grant of the Evansville bid and a 
denial of their Indianapolis applica- 
iion.) 





Jenner said he would “register the 
strongest possible protest” if politi- 
cal pressure resulted in FCC's 
| granting a broadcast license “on 
| partisan political grounds.” 


| The Senator said that principals in 
| the Evansville bid include: Frank E. 
| McKinney, president of the Pitts- 
| burgh Pirates and prominent 
|Hoosier Democrat; John K, Jennings, 
|former WPA administrator in In- 
|diana; Robert H. Hinckley, vice- 
| president of ABC and former Direc- 
tor of the Office of Contract Settle- 
ment, and Frank M. McHale, Demo- 
| cratic National Committeeman. The 
| losing company for a station to be 
| known as WJPS, Evansville, Jenner 
| declared, included several Republi- 
cans. FCC had recently granted this 
group’s petition to review the entire 
| case, the Senator added. 

| Meanwhile, it was learned here 
| that the Demos’ bid for an Indianap- 
| olis station—under name of the Uni- 
versal Broadcasting Company—may 
be dropped since the company last 


| week contracted to buy existing sta- 


| tion WISH, Indianapolis. The sale 
will have to get FCC approval. 





Boston—Lowell Institute Coopera- 
tive Broadcasting Council goes on 
| WEEI (CBS) on a Saturday night 
9-9:30 slot this week with its fifth 
series. Called “Crossroads of the 
Future,” the series considers the 
problems of the countries bordering 
on the eastern Mediterranean. 








EXTRAS 


. Here are some 


that WOR hasn’t made any extra noise about 


While radio stations, newspapers, magazines and 
other media throughout the nation have consist» 
ently increased their rates during the past 10 years 
(we know one large advertising medium that 
jumped its base rate 4 times in the year 1946) ..« 


1. WOR has not raised its day- 
time rate one penny since 
Nov. 14, 1937! 


2. WOR’s discounts to sponsors 
have shown no decrease during 


mutual 


‘this same period. In fact, in many 
instances they have been liberal- 
ized 28 to 30%! 


3. WOR’s nighttime rate has 
shown no change since Nov. 1, 
‘8943. At that time it was upped to 
conform to twice the day rate! 


4. WOR has maintained the sec- 
‘ond lowest cost-per-thousand rate 
of any station In the United States! 








exist in the face of 


ries more accounts 





Year after year for the past ten years, WOR has 
consistently waged war on the high cost of selling. 
WOR has always believed in the old American 
tradition of competitive volume sale. WOR knows 
that healthy economic rivalry cannot completely 


growing manufacturing, dis- 


tributing and selling costs. 


WOR is keeping rates down and sponsors’ sales 


up. It’s another reason why WOR regularly car- 


with a greater total dollar 


volume than any station anywhere. 





WOR—that power-full station at 1440 Broadway, in New York 
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New Heartaches Version 


Sales slump of the recording business seems to be putting the hand- 


iting on the wall for many of 
shetty than ever before. With 


the independent companies more 
the biz showing mild spurts oc- 


casionally, es it did 10 days ago, and then slipping further back than 
before, it seems apparent that within weeks there will be many more 
small firms folding. And it’s expected that a few of the better knowns 
will be in dire straits. Some already are, though keeping their con- 


dition as quiet as possible. 


One Coast firm—Jewel Records—is offering masters to at least one 
of the major companies for sale. This outfit owes coin to music pub- 
lishers in overdue royalties. A midwestern outfit, supposedly in good 
shape, has also been backed by the slump into a tight spot. 

It’s felt by the major companies that the current lag is serious 
enough to hamper. any manufacturer who hasn’t a sufficiently large 


catalog to fall back on, or a line 
works. 


of standard albums and classical 








See Good Possibility of Diskboxes 


Being Required to Shell Out Royalties =:isis'sinstes"esm"" "| 


Washington, June 17. + 





There is a good possibility thai | 
diskbox operators will shortly be 
obliged to pay for use of recordings 
in their machines. Tone of the hear- 
ings conducted by a sub-committee 
investigating bill No. 2570, intro- 
duced by the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
in an effort to change the 1909 copy- 
right law to allow revenue collec- 
tion fer the use of copyrighted mu- 
sic in diskboxes, indicates that the 
bill may be sent on through official 
channels. - 

House judiciary committee, after 
completing hearings on bill 1270, 
which seeks to give a copyright on 
recorded arrangements to artists, 
has been steadily pounding away at 
the diskbox revenue situation. And 
the testimony of various representa- 
tives of the coin machine industry 
hasn’t helped their situation. One 
of the sub-committee members, for 
example, expressed amazement 
when a witness admitted that disk- 
boxes gross upward of $400,000,000 
annually and no royalty has ever 
been paid to the publishers nor the 
writers of the music. 

On the other hand, Hammond 
Chaffitz, counsel for the Automatic 
Phonograph Manufacturers, told the 
committee Monday (16) that the 
best way to recompense publishers 
and composers would be through 
recording royalties. It was assumed 
he meant via royalty payments by 
recording companies for use of the 
music. It was not explained whether 
this meant increasing fees beyond 
the current statutory rate of 2c, or 
whether extra royalties should be 
paid for disks going into diskboxes, 
which would be almost impossible 
since record manufacturers never 
know which of their disks go into 
home or diskbox sales. 

Chaffitz pointed out that making 
coin machine owners liable for 
licenses, to supply a revenue to pub- 
lishers and authors, would confuse 
the situation and make every owner 


(Continued on page 42) 


Sinatra Reported 
In Col. Renewal 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Frank Sinatra is reported to have 
renewed his contract with Columbia 
Records last week, signing in Chi- 
cago, where Manie Sacks, head of 
the company’s artists and repertoire 
division, met him. New deal is said 
to be for five-years, replacing a cur- 
rent agreement which has around 
18 months to run. 

Sacks denied in New York that a 
for several weeks on a combination 
vacation and business trip during 
which he is. believed to have set up 
Preliminaries to the Sinatra deal. 








Sacks Denies Deal 
Sacks, denies in New York that a 
new deal has been signed with 
Sinatra, although he admitted meet- 
ing the singer in Chicago last Wed- 
nesday (11), where the singer was 
doing a benefit. 


Duchin, Col. Renew 


Eddy Duchin renewed his contract 
with Columbia Records last week 
though the pianist-maestro has done 
very little recording since return- 
ing from Navy service. His new deal 
iS said to extend over five years. 








_Duchin would turn out solo disks, 
Singly and for albums, and will make 
others accompanied by bands made 
up of studio musicians. He has just 
done severat with Buddy Clark. 


| pocketbooks, 
i street ban is expected to be a hard- 
‘ship on small outlets which depend 


Frat Members Seen 
Plugging ‘Violets’ 


Feist and it’s general prof. mgr., 
Harry Link, feel that the Feist staff 
will have “thousands” of contact 
men helping to plug “Violets” which 
is due for a revival via Ted Weems’ 
recording for Mercury. 

Tune is the official song of the 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity. Lat- 
ter holds a partial interest in the 
copyright. 

Rudy Vallee, member of the frat’s 
U. of Maine chapter, wrote the 
verse, 





Selvin Leaving 
Majestic; Prima 


Severs Contract 


Majestic Records, which seeming- 
ly has been getting the upper hand 
in its fight to stay in business against 
(1) the lull in recording sales, which 
is especially dangerous to all inde- 
pendent companies, and (2) the 
ever-increasing pressure of expand- 
ing major company activity, received 
two blows last week. Firstly, Ben 
Selvin, head of artists and repertoire, 
gave notice that he’s leaving as of 


Sept. 1; secondly, Louis Prima gave- 


notice that he was withdrawing his 
band as of July 5. 

Selvin’s resignation is said to have 
followed the company’s desire to cut 
down operating expenses. Part of 
the personnel is marked for elimi- 
nation, and Selvin himself was asked 
to take a cut from the figures re- 
quired by current contract which 
expires Sept. 10. He refused and 
will leave at that time, his spot be- 
ing taken by Dave Shelley, stepson 
of Buddy De Sylva, one of the 
founders of Capitol Records. Shel- 
ley joined Majestic only a short time 
ago as a jazz music director. On his 
own he’s a large holder of Capitol 
stock. 

Meanwhile, Prima, currently work- 
ing the midwest, had become dis- 
Satisfied with Majestic’s distribution. 
His contract, in force until the end 
of this year, carries a clause allow- 
ing him a 30-day cancellation notice 
in the event Majestic doesn’t live 
up to its terms. One of these de- 
manded he be guaranteed a sales 
statement of 750,000 disks sold each 
quarter. Apparently this was not 
lived up to during the past three- 
month period, and he took advantage 
of it to leave the company. 

Majestic, though it has experienced 
all the trouble that has beset the 
numerous independent companies 
since the end of the war, has been 
proceeding smoothly enough. It has 
been paying its obligations, although 
in so far as music publisher royal- 
ties are concerned, it is always one 
Quarter in arrears. 


N.Y. COPS THROTTLING 
DISK STORE P.A. BLARE 


New York City’s noise abatement 
commission has launched a new 
drive against record store loudspeak- 
ers facing the street. Drive is being 
concentrated in the Times Square 
area with the threat of fines to fol- 
low initial warnings. 

On top of shrinking consumer 
enforcement of the 





heavily on transient trade being at- 
tracted by blaring hit tunes, 
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70,000 Jam Philly Music 
. Festival for Charity 


Philadelphia, June 17. 

Crowd estimated by police at 
70,000 jammed the Municipal Sta- 
dium for the 3rd annual Philadel- 
phia Music Festival under sponsor- 
ship of the Philadelphia Inquirer 
Charities, Inc, here Friday (13) night. 

No figures are yet available on the 
amount of coin raised for the 
Charities, but tickets were priced at 
$1, $2 and $3. 

Names at the event included Paul 
Whiteman as emcee; Robert Merrill; 
Hazel Scott; Alexander SmaAllens 
directing the New York Philhar- 
monic Symphony orchestra, and 
Fred Waring’s orchestra. 

Augmenting the name musicians 
were more than 1,000 local singers 
making up the All-High Schooi 
Chorus; Philadelphia Catholic High 


Among other acts were the Marine 
Corps Band, the augmented Phil- 
adelphia La Scala Ballet, the WFIL 
orchestra «f Norman Black, the 
Washington Redskin’s Band, and the 
Philadelphia All-Girl Piano orches- 
tra. 


Ellington Quits 
Musicraft; Talks 
Col., Decca Deal 


Duke Ellington’s orchestra seceded 
from the new Musicraft Records 
setup last week and is negotiating a 
deal with at least two of the four 
major companies. Ellington had 
had a contract with Musicraft which 
could have paid him up to approxi- 
mately $150,000 yearly, which was 
signed not long before the company 
went into its recent financial spin, 
and could have seriously hampered 
the reorganization plans of the com- 
pany had he demanded the full 
terms of his deal. Instead he chose 
to accept a minimum cancellation 
figure on top of what he had already 
received, to tear up the contract and 
free himself for a deal elsewhere. 

Ellington had received some $45,- 
000 from Musicraft, and this fall 
could have laid’ claim to approxi- 





himself as ready to cut. masters. In- 
stead, he tore up the agreement for 
$25,000. His cancelled deal called 
for the pressing and distribution of 
enough records to assure him a $75,- 
000 return annually. In the event 
this figure wasn’t reached, there was 
a $25,000 penalty clause. In addition 
he was to have made a minimum of 
two albums yearly and was to have 
gotten 5,000 shares of stock in the 
company annually. When the deal 
was made shares were worth around 
$6.25 each. 


See Final Exit Of 


Cosmo Records 


Official demise of Cosmo Records 
will probably occur June 27. On 
that date, Trustee Louis J. Castel- 
lano will go into U.S. district court, 
New York, with a report citing why 
a plan cannot be effected for reor- 
ganization of the company. He will 
probably recommend that the oper- 
ation, which has been out of busi- 
ness for months, be put into bank- 
ruptcy and creditors satisfied to 
whatever extent possible. 


In his report against the possi- 
bility of reorganizing Cosmo, Cas- 
tellano cites assets and his com- 
ments on their possibilities. He 
points out that real estate valued 
at $33,500 is subject to a _ chattel 





of being foreclosed but which has 
been stayed. Machinery worth ap- 
proximately $51,000 also is subject 
to a mortgage. Masters carried on 
the books as worth $99,000 are a 
problematical valuation. Accounts 
receivable amounting to $80,000 are 
all disputed, and collection is like- 
wise problematical. Some 400,000 
recordings “subject to obsolescence” 





— 
hundred thousands. 

To get rid of the above 400,000 
recordings, some of which have 
been sold in the past few weeks, 
Castejlano will 





site of Cosmo's plant. 


AFM Delegates Give Petrillo Full 
Hand on New Recorders Contract 


And Plan Aimed at 


Labor Bill 





At Shawnee-on-Delaware 


Stroudsburg, Pa., June 17. 
Fred Waring opened the Waring 


; Music Workshop at Shawnee-on- 

| Delaware near here Monday (16) 
and will do a summer series of 

| broadcasts from there. For eight 





| weeks Waring’s five-a-week morn- | 


|ing broadcasts will come from 
| Worthington Hall. Beginning Tues- 
| day (24) his group will replace the 
{Fibber McGee and Molly show, in 
addition. 

More than 50 school, college and 
‘university music educators have reg- 
istered for the workshop. which 
opened Monday (16). Part of the 
instruction will include watching 
Waring produce his shows. 

Idea for the workshop grew out 
of meetings between Waring and 


in 1945, Waring invited 75 choral 
directors to come to New York dur- 
ing the holidays. They observed re- 
hearsals and broadcasts at the time 
and later 325 attended a clinic in 
New York. 








Attorneys Note 
Deeper Angles 
In Baby Suit 


Copyright attorneys interested in 
|but not involved in the action by 





music educators. At Christmas time | 


Detroit, June 17. 
Very little of consequence oc- 


| Waring Debuts ‘Workshop’ curred at the annual convention of 


the American Federation of Musi-+ 
icians here last week in so far as 
|the band business was concerned. 
| James C. Petrillo, head of the AFM, 
land attending delegates saw eye to 
eye on the former’s chosen method 
of attempting to spike the Lea and 
| Taft-Hartley bills, both of which 
|would notably curb AFM, among 
other unions, plus the investigation of 
ithe musicians union by a Senate 
|investigating committee. 

Petrillo received permission from 
|delegates to do as he sees fit when 
| the AFM’s current contract with 
|various recording companies, calling 
|for a royalty per record sold for 
the AFM, expires this fall. Petrillo 
| and his cohorts are plenty disturbed 
jabout the Taft-Hartley bill, which, 


j}among other things, would force the 


| AFM to divide the disk fund among. 


musicians concerned with record- 
making only, not distribute it around 
the country. And the vote to allow 
| Petrillo to pull musicians off re- 
cordings at the expiration of the 
agreement was a broadside at the 
bill. 

However, it was felt among cer- 
tain observors here that ‘permission 
given Petrillo for such action against 
the disk companies came from rep- 
resentatives of locals whose mem- 
bers do little if any recording. These 
say that if a disk strike is again 
called Petrillo may find plenty fight 
against such a move among the 
minority of his members who do 
record. 

Ask National’s Fund Control 

Another occurrence at the con- 
vention, which may indicate Petrillo’s 
real attitude toward a new disk 
|strike, is the fact that he himself 
|}proposed to the delegates present 
jthat the national headquarters of 





anately $80,000 more simply by citing | John Bright last week agreed with 


music publisher Shapiro - Bernstein|the AFM again be given complete 
vs. Jerry Vogel Music for an ac- control of the disk fund’s distribu- 
counting of the latter’s revenue from | tion. Currently, while the AFM holds 
his half of the song “Melancholy |the coin and doles it out as re- 
Baby” (copyright of which he shares | quested, individual locals plan af- 
with Louis Bernstein), see conflict- | fairs on which to spend the coin 
ing points in the case. Federal Judge | On a per capita basis (i.e. so much 
for each local, according to member- 
iS-B’s contention that each half- | ship). They then bill headquarters. 
|owner of a copyright should legally | Under the new method the latter 
be forced to account to the other ; will have complete control of the 





mortgage, which was in the process | , . 
| confusion ‘and expense in exchange | 


tune. 


This decision, a revolutionary one 
since it had previously been ac- 
cepted by the music trade that co- 
owners of copyrights had the right 
to make separate deals and keep to 
themselves whatever coin accrued, 
‘directly conflicts with a N. Y. 
supreme court decision delivered 
less than two years ago. In this suit, 
by Vogel vs. Miller Music over “I 
Love You, California,” Justice Denis 
O’L. Cohalan ruled that each of the 
co-owners of a renewed copyright 
in a song had the undisputed right 
to use the song or license it to others 
without accounting one to the other. 

Therefore, it comes down to which 
court has jurisdiction. It’s the attor- 
neys’ opinion that, since virtually 


corporated in N. Y. state that the 
latter’s courts should decide the is- 
sue. Vogel’s case vs. Miller is now 
on appeal to the Appellate Division; 


all major music publishers are in- | 





and the Shapiro-Bernstein case, in 
which it is defendant, will go to the | 
Federal Appeals Court. Julian T. | 
Abeles handled Miller’s case. 

Since the final determination of 
either action will have a vital effect 
on co-owned copyright renewals in- 
cluding books, plays, periodicals, 





|works of art, film scenarios, etc., 


,attorneys hope that Judge O'L. 
Cohalan’s decision that co-owners do 
|not have to account to one another 
| will be affirmed. They see too much 


‘accountings of copyright earnings. 
' 
' 


PIED PIPERS SETTLE 





for revenue from sale of rights to a | fund. 


Petrillo was reelected to office, as 
was expected, but again observers 
felt there was much less enthus- 

{Continued on page 44) 


Ben Bloom Exits 
WB to Pub on Own 


Ben Bloom, veteran music man, 
has resigned as general prof. man- 
ager of Advanced Music, newest of 
the Warner Bros. publishing affili- 
ates, and will probably go into busi- 
ness on his own. Bloom joined Ad- 
vanced, 50-50 owned by agent Moe 
Gale and WB, three years ago when 
Irving Berlin, Inc., dissolved. Saul 
H. Bornstein and the songsmith went 
their separate ways, so rather than 
be partial Bloom picked a third job. 
He had been 21 years with the Ber- 
lin firm, and even more intimately 
identified with the songwriter on a 
personal basis. 

Bloom has had several offers to go 
into publishing business but may 
elect to try it alone. Last report was 
a partnership with Dave Dreyer's 
new firm but that didn’t jell. 


Jekyll and Hyde in K.C. 


Kansas City, June 17. 
Boogie to Bach and back is a fact 
for Herb Six, piano thumper at 
Duffy’s Tavern, and former leader 
and arranger of the Tower theatre 











HUDDLESTON SUIT 


‘while he pounded at Duffy’s at 


Hollywood, June 17. 


Out of court settlement was made | 
| Wednesday (11) in Johnny Huddle- |! 
he recommends should be sold at} ston’s suit against the Pied Pipers, | Six 


$9,000, which figure is slightly below 


that originally offered Huddleston | 
conduct a public| before his suit was started. Action | cises Six made a bee-line for Duffy's 
sale June 26 at Massapequa, L.I.,| had been in progress only three days to take 


house orch. Past few seasons Six 
has been attending the Kansas City 
Conservatory of Music daytimes 


night. 
At graduation exercises recently 
walked off with the Carl 


Liabilities run up into the! yocal group, for failure to reinstate | Busch prize for his lenghair com- 
| him in act upon return from service. | 
' Pipers settled $150,000 action for . 


position, “Chaconne for Strings,” 

realizing a goal he has been heade 

ing for over the past six years. 
Following the graduation exer- 


up his regular nightly 


in Superior Court here when ended. | thumping. 
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Ginny Simms, who has been doing 
quite nicely for herself since she left 
Kay Kyser, makes her debut on the 
Sonora label this week with four 
sides—“Wait'll I Get My Sunshine in 
the Moonlight,” “An Apple Blossom 
Wedding,” “On the Old Spanish 
Trail” and “I'm So Right Tonight.” 








Best Bets 


Ballad—“Here We Are” (John 
Laurenz), “Almost Like Being in 
Love” (Frank Sinatra); “If I 
Love Again” (Tony Martin) and 
“I'm So Right Tonight” (Ginny 
Simms). 

Dance — “My Pretty Girl” 
(Dick Jurgens) and “Dream- 
land” (Kay Kyser). . 

Hot—“A Porter’s Love Song 
(Julia Lee). 

Sacred—“I’m Dying a Sinner’s 

eath” (Pappy “Gube” Beaver). 

Novelty — “Waukegan Con- 
certo” (David Rose). 

Western—“Mail Order Mama” 
(Wesley Tuttle and His Texas 
Stars). 








——_ 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 





Miss Simms handles each very | 
pleasantly to the accompaniment of | 
a fine, but unidentified orchestra. | 
How they will sell, however, is an- | 
other matter. Record sales are way, | 
way off and even established 
stars aren’t doing much business. | 
“I'm So Right Tonight” should | 
do well and the other tunes have a 
touch that conceivably may muster 
mass appeal. 


John Laurenz’ “Here We Are” 
(Mercury) may turn out to be the 
sleeper of the week. Laurenz, who 
was born totally blind and didn’t 
regain his sight until he was seven, 
is of the Russ Columbo school, 
which is in his favor. Mercury's 
big vocal pitch is for Frankie Laine, 
but we suspect that the company 
could build Laurenz into a bigger 
mame. You may be hearing “Here 
We Are” on the diskboxes and pro- 
grams. Backing it up is The Star- 
lighters’ treatment of “Across the 
Alley From the Alamo.”. Nothing 
spectacular, but an engaging job 
nevertheless. ; 

Frank Sinatra’s newest Columbia 
brackets two extracts from “Briga- 
doon”-“There But for You Go I” and 
“Almost Like Being in Love.” They 
are fine Sinatra performances, en- 
hanced by the usual crack Axel 
Stordahl’s arrangements. “Almost 
Like Being in Love” is certainly one 
of the finest songs to come along in 
a great while and now that it is be- 
ginning to catch on, Sinatra’s treat- 
ment should do a brisk business 
with jukes and jocks. 

Dave Rose’s “Waukegan Concerto” 
(M-G-M) is certainly the best fun 
of the week. Taking up two 10 inch 
sides, it is an amusing tribute to the 
man who fiddles with “Love in 
Bloom.” Jockeys will find it a fine 
change of pace, but its two sides 


will probably kill it for ne 


consumption. 

Dick Jurgens, whose band is un- 
doubtedly one of the most danceable 
around, does “Dreamer’s Holiday” 
and “My Pretty Girl” in a fashion 
that should assure diskbox spins in 
locations where teen-agers assemble 
for chocolate malteds. Jimmy Castle 
is the vocalist on both sides. 


Kay Kyser’s “A Trout, No Doubt” 
(Columbia) is a novelty in which 
Harry Babbitt, The Campus Kids 
and Gloria Ward provide the vocal. 
Tune impresses us as something less 
than clever, but Kyser milks the 
material for all it’s worth. A mod- 
erate coin-box play is indicated. On 
the backside is “Dreamland,” a slow 
ballad sung by Babbitt and The 
Campus Kids. It’s danceable. While 
we're on the subject 
want to mention that he gives his 
arrangers credit on the label. An 
altogether generous gesture. 

Julia Lee, one of the most accom- 
plished hot vocalists in the business, 
does “A Porter’s Love Song” on a 
mew Capitol This Andy Razaf- 
James P. Johnson tune is a minor 
classic and Miss Lee and Her Boy 
Friends do it beautifully. The fine 
piano throughout is by Miss Lee 
herself. On the reverse, the same 
group does “Since I’ve Been With 
You,” a Lee original which she’s 
been doing for years in Kansas City. 
“Porter’s Love Song” should be a 
smash in race locations and enjoy a 








pretty good spin in other spots as 
well. q 

Pappy “Gube” Beaver, a folk 
singer from Knoxville, does two 
sacred numbers—“The Straight and 
Narrow Way” and “I’m Dying a 
Sinner’s Death” on Capitol’s Ameri- 
cana label. There’s probably no in- 
terest for metropolitan jocks and 
jukes in either face, but of their 
kind, they’re first-rate. Either one, 
as a matter of fact, could land a 
play of light-and-shadow to record- 
ed programs which confine them- 
selves too exclusively to big-name 
stuff. 

Wesley Tuttle and His Texas 
Stars do superbly by “Mail Order 
Mama” and “Until Dawn” (Capitol). 
Sagebrush sectors will go for “Mail 
Order,” which Tuttle sings extreme- 
ly well. Instrumental work also 
rates a nod. 


Wax Facts 


Tony Martin, now on Victor, still 
has a few faces due out on Mercury. 
“Would You Believe Me?” and “If 
I Love Again” are two of them. 
Martin’s increasing popularity and a 
good oldie should make “If I Love 
Again” a pretty good seller. He is 
backed by the Jeff Alexander Sing- 
ers and Al Sack’s orch. 

Vie Damone, a singer who did 
well in his Manhattan cabaret bow, 
is one of Mercury’s big enthusiasms. 
His etchings of “Ivy” and “I Have 
But One Heart” (in which Jerry 
Gray’s band provides the accom- 
paniment) fail to showcase him at 








Suggested Program 

“Sunrise Serenade” — Bobby 
Hackett (Vocalion). 

“They Didn’t Believe Me”’— 
Dick Haymes (Decca). 

“Ol’ Man River”—Jan August 
(Diamond). 

“Laughing Boy Blues”—Woody 
Herman (Decca). 

“Say That We’re Sweethearts 
Again”’—Dorothy Shay (Colum- 
bia). 

“The Lamp Is Low’”—Glenn 
Miller (Bluebird). 

“Red Silk Stockings and Green 
Perfume”—Tony Pastor (Colum- 
bia). 


Program No. 2 

“Life Goes to a Party”—Benny 
Goodman (Victor). 

“Peg o’ My  Heart’—Buddy 
Clark (Columbia). 

“My Romance” — Margaret 
Whiting (Capitol). 

“Blow the Man Down”—Mor- 
dy Bauman (Musicraft). 

“East of the Sun’—Tommy 
Dorsey (Victor). 

“Smoke Gets in Your Eyes”— 
Fred Waring (Decca). 

“Sugar” — Louis Armstrong 
(Victor). 


Program No. 3 
“Monday Morning” — Teddy 
Grace (Decca). 
“From Monday On” — Paul 
Whiteman (Victor). 


“Tuesday at Ten” — Benny 
Goodman ° (Columbia). 

“Wednesday Night Hop’— 
Andy Kirk (Decca). 

“Thursday” — Count Basie 
(Decca). 

“Saturday Night” — Frank 
Sinatra (Columbia). 

“Sunday Kind of Love”’— 


Claude Thornhill (Columbia). 





f Kyser, we | 


oo 
| his best, however . . . Billy Eckstine, 


| switched from the National label to 
M-G-M, does “This Is the Inside 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending June 5) 
London,- June 7. 
Among My Souvenirs: ...Wright 


eer oe Southern 
Try Little Tenderness. .Connelly 
People Will Say.......Chappell 
Gal in Calico........ ...Feldman 


} How Lucky You Are... .Kassner 


Anniversary Song.....Connelly 


Beautiful Morning ....Chappell 

April Showers.........Chappell 

You Went Away...... Box & Cox 

Old Lamplighter........... Dash 

lad. eee ee Keith, Prowse 
Second 12 

Back to Sorrento........ Ricordi 


Stars Will Remember. .Feldman 
1 Call You Sweetheart....Dash 
Punch & Judy Man. .Strauss-M. 


Hi-Jig-A-Jig ........ Box & Cox 
WhGGe Bcc basse aes teen Dix 
China Boy, Girl. ...Macmelodies 
Don’t Fall in Love........ Wood 
All Over Again............ Dash 
Oat ft Da... ces ees..Feldman 
It’s.a Good Day........Victoria 
Tee: Team TMS, vice veces ss Sun 














Capitol Dumping 
Drops Stock to $7 


Capitol Records’ stock took a 
beating on the New York market 
early this week, dropping from $12 
a share to $7, with trading slow even 
at the lower figure. Sudden drop 
was occasioned by dumping thou- 
sands of shares on the market, pre- 
sumably by Capitol organizers, etc. 

Capitol floated its stock issue just 
about a year ago. Securities and Ex- 
change Commission regulations de- 
mand that shares issued to organ- 
izers, in this case Glenn Wallichs, 
Buddy DeSylva, Johnny Mercer, 
officials of the Scranton Manufac- 
turing Co., which Capitol bought 
out at the time of the issue, be held 
for at least a year. They got it at 
that time at a minimum price. 





Cowan Expects Up 
To 200 Subscribers 
For Dorsey Jockeying 


« Tommy Dorsey’s advent as a tran- 
scribed disk jockey is set for Sept. 8. 
By then Louis G. Cowan, who is 
handling the setting up and selling 
of the show, expects to have «be- 
tween 150 and 200 subscribers, from 
WMCA, New York, which will use 
T. D. two hours daily, six-days-a- 
week, to WCFL, Chicago, also two 
hours, plus one of two stations in 
the Los Angeles area. 


Meanwhile, Cowan _ dispatched 
letters last week to all disk manu- 
facturers, citing his need for their 
cooperation. But to what extent this 
cooperation must go is bothering 
some manufacturers, principally the 
independents. It’s a problem Cowan 
will have to resolve before every- 
thing is smooth sailing. 


Dorsey’s idea calls for transcribed 
introductions and chatter concern- 
ing pop records. It follows that to be 
a good disk show, it’s held, many of 
these pops must be the newest disks. 
Quite often the stations subscribing 
to Dorsey’s disks will have these 
platters on hand; in a good many 
cases they won’t. That’s where the 
rub may come in. 


Cowan’s letter to disk outfits 


pointed out: “We need hardly stress 


what a vital factor this (the show) 
will be in the promotion of record 
sales.” This remark, plus the general 
tone of the letter and the complete 
absence of any mention of paying 





Story” and “Just An Old Love of 
| Mine” with a good deal less vibrato 
| than usual. 
| Story” should enjoy hit status in 
| race territories. Since he made his 
name as a balladeer of oldies, Eck- 
| stine would be a good bet to revive 
such yesteryear yens as “Down the 
Old Ox Road,” “Please,” “Learn to 
Croon,” etc. 





Nashville’s Craig 
Adds Disk-Jockeying 
Nashville, June 17. 


Francis Craig, for years an out- 
standing batoneer here, goes the 


way of all maestro flesh this week— | 


he becomes a disk jockey on WSM. 
Craig starts a five-day-a-week broad- 
;east at the helm of a turntable at 
8:45 a.m. 

His “Francis Craig Serenade,” a 
Sunday night fixture on NBC for 
|years, remains on the air, and his 
|other local work continues. 


“This Is the Inside | 


for disks, indicated to manufacturers 
| that Cowan expects them to be sup- 
plied for free. Since he wants two 
| sets of each new release at his N. Y. 
office for test playings as to their 
worth to the T. D. show, plus any- 
where from one to 200 other copies 
of each release, depending on how 
many of his subscribers already 
have their own copy of a particular 
release, diskers are looking askance 
at the Whole idea. 


Even the bigger companies couldn't 
| afford to supply Cowan’s request for 
|free indefinitely, not to mention the 
position of small films, to whom 
every single disk counts. 

Cowan explained in New York 


Monday (16) that the disks he needs 
will be paid for, if necessary. 








Al Jolson to get extra disk push 
from Columbia Records, which is 
digging among old masters for things 
to market. 





Inside Stuff—Orchestras-Music 


Revelation two weeks ago in Variety that Jo Stafford was the vocalist on 
the recording of “Temptation” by Red Ingle’s orchestra on Capitol Records 
killed a. spread in Life mag, which had been planned to reveal the disk’s 
vocalist for the first time. Up until then it was not generally known she 
had done the vocal. On the recording Miss Stafford is listed as “Cin. 
derella G. Stump.” She did the vocal originally as a gag and is said to 
have been under the impression that it wouldn’t be released. At the same 
time, however, she has a royalty deal on the disk. 


Since Variety had pegged her as having done the vocal, Miss Stafford 
had Ingle’s combo on her show last Thursday (12) and performed the 
tune with him. Capitol wired all disk jockeys in the country to tune in 
and hear “proof” that she was the performer. There has been consider- 
able disbelief registered as to whether Miss Stafford did the voeal. It's 
virtually impossible to recognize her. 





Domenico Savino’s minority stockholder suit vs. Loew's, Inc., and Rob- 
bins Music over the payment of $150,000 to Arthur Freed for the latter's 
Variety music firm (formerly Walter Jacobs catalog) has been settled. 
Attorneys for both sides got together and agreed upon the amount 
to be paid Savino’s attorneys for bringing the action. Sum was paid by 
Robbins. If the attorneys had not been able to arrive at an acceptable 
figure the court would have been called upon to determine the amount, 


Previously Savino had withdrawn his action against Loew’s after the 
latter had taken back all stock in the Variety company and had reim- 
bursed the Robbins outfit with the $150,000 Freed had been paid for the 
catalog. Savino, holding 9%% of Robbins stock, had begun the suit on 
the basis of his charge that Loew’s had no right to purchase Freed’s 
music firm with Robbins coin without consent of all stockholders. 





Page Cavanaugh Trio has traveled a long way down the road since the 
days when Cavanaugh pounded the keys for Bobby Sherwood, Lloyd Pratt 
played bass for the San Francisco Symphony and Al Viola clerked in a 
drug store and amused himself on the banjo. Trio was formed out of 
Camp Koehler’s army band because a general wanted a small combo for 
a private affair. Group stuck together thereafter, got Paramount tele- 
vision shots and radio guest shots. Trio now holds down weekly spot on 
Jack Paar show, waxes for RCA-Victor and is in the midst of film “Ro- 
mance In High C.” Cavanaugh Trio is also set for three more pix and 
is doing stint at Circus Room in Santa Monica’s Ambassador hotel. 





Jazzmen do some unusual things in the way of making their music, but 
a topper is the first of Norman Granz’s own disks of his “Jazz At the 
Philharmonic.” To be marketed on a Clef label, the first album will 
consist of four 10-inch sides—all of which will carry the same song, “How 
High the Moon.” Disks were cut at a jazz concert date the “Philharmonic” 
did in Pittsburgh, with the one song going on for chorus after chorus, by 
| Buddy Rich, Coleman Hawkins, Buck Clayton, Willie Smith, Flip Phillips, 
Trummie Young, Ken Kersey and Benny Fonville. One of Granz’s first 
albums for the Disc label used one tune, chorus after chorus, over three 
12-inch sides. 





Traveling bands are getting a break this season at Kennywood Park, 
Pittsburgh, in that they now only have to play for night dancing. In the 
past, orchestras had to work both afternoon and evening sessions. This 
year, however, management has hired a small local outfit, headed by 
Harry Bigley, to make the daytime music for picnickers, Bigley was 
originally booked in middle of last month for trial run, but idea has 
worked out so well he’s already had his option picked up through June. 
New spot keeps Bigley on the run since he also has a unit playing nights 
downtown at Hotel Seventh Ave. Lounge, where he’s been for 16 months. 





Perry Como, who would rather golf than sing, was the butt of dozens of 
teasing wires and phonecalls last week when he started a grind at the 
Paramount theatre, N. Y., which he will maintain most of the summer on 
his first theatre tour in several years. Instead of the usual “goodluck” 
wires from music men and friends, most of Como’s opening-day messages 
at the Par consisted of “invitations” to play or “reports” on rounds played 
by cronies. Anything to rib him and act as a reminder of his confinement. 





Ted Weems’ waxing of “Heartaches” on the iad i 
ns’ n y label is backed b 
the oldie, Violets, whose Weemsian arrangement makes certain bed 
amoneee resemble Heartaches” almost note for note. “Violets,” incident- 
ally, was brought out in 1913 as the Sigma Alpha Epsilon’s official song. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


git a Dick Haymes...,......Decca 
@eeeese-- Art Lund aya *" M-G-M 


2. Peg O’ My Heart (4) (Robbins). Sober ener mag area 
ats ... s 


| Perry Como..........Victor 





1. Mam’selle (9) (Feist). 


3. Chi Baba, Chi Baba (3) (Oxford)... 


Blue Barron.........M-G-M 
Martha Tilton.......Capitol 
Tony Pastor....... Columbia 


5. Across Alley From Alamo (6) (Capitol). ae ste) oe 
n....Columbia 


4. I Wonder, L Wonder (1) (Robbins). 


Jo Stafford....... .. Capitol 
Claude Thornhill. .Columbia 
Eddy Howard.......Majestic 


6. Sunday Kind of Love (7) (Maurice)... | 
ce } Dinning Sisters. ,....Capitol 


7. My Adobe Hacienda (10) (Peer). 


Clark-Noble ......Columbia 
Charles Spivak....... Victor 


Frankie Laine......Mercury 
Sammy Kaye.........Victor 


8. Linda (11) (Mayfair) 


eee eeeeereraeeeesse 


9. That’s My Desire 10) (Mills). 


10. Red Stockings, Green Per’e (1) (Morri bo McKinley... ...Majestic 
: souat Tony Pastor.......Columbia 

v Coming Up , 
Midnight Masquerade (S-B)............... bod Howard...... Majestic 
L x Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
{ Believe (Sinatra)..............-.seceee-. Frank Sinatra..... Columbia 
Ivy (Burke-VH) ...... scotia {Jo Stafford.......... Capitol 
es a be eee ot Seis seeee’* | Vaughn Monroe...... Victor 
Temptation (Robbins)........ ppeenreeenness BE MIG. cos cuseton Capitol 
Jack, Jack, Jack (Sinatra) ................. ) Andrews Sisters..... Decca 
Jack Smith.. .......Capitol 
Dreams Are Dime Dozen (Criterion)....... Vaughn Monroe...... Victor 
It's Same Old Dream (Sinatra)...... eeeeee Tommy Dorsey.... .. Victor 


Feudin’ and Fightin’ (Chappell)........ -+»» Dorothy Shay..... Columbia 


I Can’t Get Up Ne here § Freddy Martin.......Victor 
FE ET ey). «6<>. +. | Harry James......Columbia 

My Heart Is a Hobo (Burke-VH)........... Tex Beneke.......... Victor 
Roses In Rain (Barton)......... eseccce-eoe Frankie Carle..... Columbia 
Time After Time’ (Sinatra)....... PN Sines cs i itera 
Tommy Dorsey... ... Victor 


Jo Stafford. -e@eeeeee .Capitol 





| That's Where 1 Came In (Robbins)......... 130 Como.......... Victor 
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| BMI 4 pleased lo announce the ofifoinlment of 
| | fu be Stern 
ws General Professional Manager 


IN CHICAGO IN HOLLYWOOD 


IN NEW YORK 
Waller Plewscher fponme Carns Cdde pone 


Hiavold Wald 
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MCA Bypasses Shribman, Galvin In 
New England, Books Bands Direct 


Boston, June 17. 

Music Carp. of America’s New 
York headquarters is doing an in- | 
ereasing amount of one-nighter | 
bookings in New England direct | 
with promoters, instead of through | 
the Charles Shribman and Ray Gal- | 
vin offices, in an apparent attempt 
up whatever so-called 
and/or Gal- | 


to break 
“monopoly” Shribman 
vin may be felt to have on band 
jobs in this area. Neither Shribman 
nor Galvin will admit that MCA is 
increasingly bypassing them on set- 
ting local dates, which they have 
more or less controlled in the past, 
but others involved in selling bands 
and who have cohtacted MCAites 
recently assert that such is MCA’s 
aim. 


MCA’s excuse for its effort to de- | 
fiate Shribman and Galvin is that; 
the American Federation of Mu- | 
sicians forbids the buying and re- | 
selling of bands. 


While the union | 
has recently been said to be investi- 
gating this angle of band sales, there 
is no definite law on its books which 
forbids the practice. 
Shribman office, when it was op- | 
erated by the late Cy and Charles | 
Shribman together, was the most 


powerful band booker in New Eng- 
land. Pair owned some ballrooms 
outright, leased some, and had work- 
ing agreements with a long string of 
others to supply bands. Shribman 
would contract for a name or semi- 
name on a two-night to two-week 
basis, guaranteeing specific amounts 
for the overall period and working 


|them around his circuit. Frequently, 


he saved the life of many a strug- 
gling maestro who would have had 


Shribman. 
Galvin at that time didn’t do too 


|much buying of that nature, but in| 
|the last couple years has come up 


strongly as a rival to Shribman. 


Dick Link Joins Cap 


Dick Link was named head of pro- 
motion and publicity last week for 
Capitol Records in New York. He'll 
headquarter at Cap’s new offices. 

Link was formerly with the New- 
ell-Emmett ad agency, handling’ ex- 


ploitation of the Chesterfield Perry 
Como and Jo Stafford broadcasts. 
That post is now held by Jill War- 
ren. 





Lex Albert en Route Home 


Alexis Albert, the Australian 
music publisher (J. Albert & Sons), 
is on the midstretch of his round- 
the-world trip with his wife, Elsa, 
sailing from New York on Friday 
(20) via the S. S. Mauretania, Af- 
ter a fortnight in London, thence to 
France, with a detour to Mrs. Al- 
bert’s native Sweden, they return to 
Sydney. 

Last time Albert was in America 
was 13 years ago. This is essen- 
tially a pleasure trip although he 
renewed business contacts in San 





ito lay off because his agency | 
couldn’t find work for him but at| 
the last minute made a deal with 





Francisco, where the Swedish liner 
from Aussie docked, thence to Hol- 
lywood, Chicago and a more liesure- 
ly stay in N.Y. 





'AGAIN DEFER MEETINGS | 33,232 


ON SPA-MPPA PACT. 


Renewal of meetings between the | 


Music Publishers Protective Assn. | 
and the Songwriters’ Protective | 


Assn. over a new contract was again 
deferred this week. Attendance of | 
principal parties at hearings in | 
Washington, D. C., on proposed biliis | 
to secure revenue from coin ma- 


chines for publishers and composer | 0M€ 
| Heart” disking by the Harmonicats 


and authors forced the delay. 
Initial meeting in more than two 


months on the subject had been | 
scheduled for yesterday (Tuesday). | 


It now will be scheduled for some 
time next week. 


Music Notes 


Bing Crosby, Dick Haymes and Andrew Sisters sliced “I Can Do Any. 
thing Better Than You” and “There’s No Business Like Showbusiness” for 
Decca....Paul Barron, Majestic label musical director in Hollywood for 
permanent Coast setup....Bobby Driscoll and Luana Patten waxed sides 
for Capitol’s “Fun and Fancy Free” album. Album to feature music from 
latest Disney film of same name....Larry Stevens pacted by GAC....Sam 
Kerner, manager of David Street and Mello-Larks, is starting own waxing 
firm with “Avon” label title....Page Cavanaugh Trio sliced four sides 
with Phil Harris at RCA-Victor session....Helen Forrest set for duo wax- 
| ing session in July by M-G-M’s Harry Meyerson....Bob Case orchestra 
| and Irving Ashbey Sextet sliced four sides each for Enterprise label..,. 
| Betty Harris will handle vocal on forthcoming Three Suns RCA-Victor 
| release. Harris is first female voice to wax with Suns....Doris Day cut 
| Oxford tune “When Tonight Is Just a Memory” in session for Columbia 

last night (12). Perry Como has waxed ditty for RCA-Victor....Dorothy 
| Shay will wax second album for Columbia while in Hollywood. 

Rosemarie Lombardo may not rejoin brother Guy Lombardo’s band as 
| vocalist due to her marriage....Decca readying a reissue for July 1 of 
| Ted Weems’ “Moonlight” backed by “Nola’”’....Emery Deutsch cut a pair 
| for “Majestic....Warren Brown, formerly with Chrystal Music, joined 
Music’s contact dept. last week, replacing Harold Wald who 
wefit with BMI....Big Three general manager. Abe Olman marked “The 
Whiffenpoof Song” as a plug tune at Miller inasmuch as jobber and dealer 
orders are claimed to have exceeded 20,000 since May 1. : 


Got Any Loose Coin? 
Chicago, June 17, 
Vitacoustics Co., small Chicago 
outfit which came into prominence 
during the past couple months via 
recording—the “Peg O’ My 








James Sets 2d 
_ Eastern Series 


Harry James orchestra, which will 
break precedence established dur- 
ing the past several years, making 
two trips east this summer and an- 
other in November or thereabouts, 
will work its first cafe location in a 
couple years when it returns east 





—apparently feels the disk has 
given it the headstart all indies are 
locking for to become major firms. 
It is nosing around Wall street for 
financial backing to expand. 





RAED VIE 





next month. Band is booked into 















































There are a lot of record-spinners 


The young Redbook families of 
Wisconsin love music, and they 
have the ready cash to spend for 


records-—$120,000,000 


income, after taxes. And they buy 
them with regularity*—not just 


occasionally. 


16,667 Redbook families in Wis- 
consin own record players, and they 








in REDBOOK, Wisconsin 


of spendable 


buy about $160,000 worth of records, 
all the way from jive to classical. 


And the cost of reaching every 
home in this active Wisconsin record 
market is much lower than you'd 
think—$77 is the pro-rata page rate. 
Smart advertisers in the record and 
record player business will be put- 
ting Redbook on the list, 


“28 REDBOOK.US.A! 


*Send for the Redbook national survey of record anid record player buying habits. Write 
for your copy today! Redbook, 444 Madison Avenue, New York 22, New York 


the Click Club, Philadelphia, July 
3-5, at a salary said to call for $7,500. 
Thereafter, James heads into a new 
string of one-nighters in New Eng- 
land, Canada, and upstate New 
York, some of which he played last 
year. In his first trip east, in April 
and May, James avoided one-night- 
ers he played in 1946 and where he 
didn’t do well at the b.o. His one- 
nighters will be followed by some 
standard summer locations. 


James follows his Click Club date 
with a July 6 one-nighter at Ocean 
Beach Park, New London, Conn.; 7, 
Riverside Park, Springfield, Mass., 
where bad weather hit him hard 
last year; 8, Sun Valley, Worcester, 
Mass.; 9, Manchester, N. H.; 10, 
Burlington, Vt.; 11, Montreal; 12, 
Ottawa; 13, Sylvan Beach, Syracuse; 
14, Elmira; 15, Scranton, for Max 
Kierson, another spot where he 
didn’t do well in 1946; 16-22, Asbury 
Park. On the latter date, James is 
drawing $10,000 for the full week, 
considerably lower than he got last 
year. Negotiations are going on for 
the band to play-the Steel Pier, At- 
lantic City. 




















Diskhox Hearings 


Continued from page 39 





open to a plague of collectors for 
ASCAP, Broadcast Music, Inc, 
South American interests and any- 
‘| one else, including new performance 
rights’ organizations which undoubt- 
edly would spring into existence. 

Sidney Levine, attorney for the 
Automatic Music Operators Assn., 
asserted that the television bite was 
already being felt in the diskbox in- 
dustry. He claimed that taprooms, 
cafes, etc., which used tele sets to 
attract customers .have cut down 
diskbox collections, pointing out 
that revenue has dropped 35% since 
the end of the war, not all necessari- 
ly from tele interference. 

David Rockola, president of Rock- 
ola Mfg. Co., which makes machines, 
said on the stand that the $400,000,- 
000 per year industr}) was “already 
being squeezed,” that licensing of 
outlets would make things tougher. 


1 MONTH TO 
-REDBOOK, VA. 

















are 35 or 


isfy that 
and often 
will want 





their lively interest in all kinds of 
music—and their willingness to sat- 
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Dou Doing 
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interest in great variety 
. It also means that they 
the new records and equip- 
ment they see 
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) ‘WHERE IS SAM?’ 
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GEORGE, WEISS 


Writers of 
“OH, WHAT IT SEEMED TO BE“ 
“RUMORS ARE FLYING’ 
“SURRENDER” 
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Our love will still be 
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67 Koply to Fill One Martin Vacancy, - 
Stressing End of the Honeymoon 


Hollywood, June 17. heavy as pre-war, and in some 
That the picnic is over for ee | ee 4a —_ scale eo 
| the which, wi equally 

tooters who, during the war, were | Bish Geetiina ae Seer ote 

double and triple what they were quarters, makes it tough for cafe, 

worth as musicians, became more pballroom owners, etc., to operate at 

evident here last week. No less than | | a profit. 
67 men applied to Freddie Martin | 
for a spot with his band when word | 


got out he ee aniss for igh sed Moe Jaffe Resigns 

—to go out on a iree to tour- 

month road tour, no less. MPCE Rather Than 
Get Up $1,000 Fine 


Martin’s experience followed that 
of Tommy Dorsey’s a few weeks 
earlier. When Dorsey began or- al a 
ganizing his band early in May for itor, VARIETY: 
its current 16-week stand at Casino Story about my being fined $1,000 
Gardens, Ocean Park, Cal., T. D. had| by the Music Publishers Contact 





10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending June 14) 
Peg O’ My Heart......Robbins 
I Wonder, I Wonder....Robbins 


Chi-Baba Chi-Baba......Oxford 
Adobe Hacienda...........Peer 
Mam’selle ... sea . Feist 


Across Alley ‘Alamo... ‘Capitol 


That’s My Desire.........-Mills 
Anniversary Song........- Mood 
Midnight Masquerade. Shapiro-B 
Ea oo ods nse eat oeesane Mayfair 
Second 10 
EUGHOUE . . icaccn 000 EK SRS Sinatra 
Sunday Kind of Love. ..Maurice 
Life to Live Over......General 
April Showers...... .. Harms 
After Graduation...T. B. Harms 
os REPRE Pere Burke-VH 
Time After Time........ Sinatra 
Red Silk Stockings...... Morris 
fg! ee ee Leeds 
Is 0 strgen a-0:0. 00 Barton 








his pick of more than 300 musicians. 


That gives a general idea of the un- 
employment in this area among 
name band musicians. And it’s not 
much better in other parts of the) 


Employees has two sides to it and 
I hope you will appreciate mine. 
Your story stated that original 
charges made against Santly-Joy 
and myself were dismissed. During 


ON mR in i ge RII 
Pee ee, 


discussion of these charges all facts 
Main reason for many locals of the were considered. Later, peagy of the 
American Federation ae Musicians so-called MPCE executives decided 
iar that I had made a false statement 
carrying relief rolls almost as top- galt should be fined. 
= It seems to me that the severity 
of the fine is in itself evidence of 
the fact that they did not want me 
in the organization and as far as I 
am concerned, the feeling is mutual. 
As to the collection of the fine they 
might as well make it $100,000 as I 
have resigned from the organization. 
The boys who are supposed to have 
organized to prevent “payolas” are 
99% guilty of violating their own 
laws. To paraphrase a popular song 
(not mine!)—Ask anyone who 
knows. 
i Moe Jaffe. 


Petrillo 


Continued from page 39 ——— 
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iasm surrounding his reappointment 
than last year’s riotous assent. He | 
had no opposition, however. ia. | 
peculiarly, enough the man who has | 
always had his eye on the AFM 

presidency and who has always | 


WHIFFENPOOF 
SONG 


(Baal Baa! Baa!) 


Words and Music by 
Minnigerode, Pomeroy and Galloway 








| Oscar Hill, head of the Cleveland | 
|local and member oi the executive | 
| board—didn’t show as much power | 
as in former years. For some time | 
jhe has polled the most votes for a| 
position on the board. This year he | 
was third in the standing, being 
{preceded by George Clancy, of De- 
troit, newcomer to the board, and 
Herman Kennin, of Portland, Ore. 

Clancy replaced Chauncey Weaver, 
/0f Des Moines, who had been on the 
| board 32 years. He was named a 
| life member of the body, an honor- 
ary position. In this respect he 
jeer Joseph Weber, former AFM 

president, and Bill Kerngood, of 
| Newark, 
| There were numerous resolutions 
| proposed by various local representa- 
tives pertaining to travelling bands, 
but none passed. Perhaps the out- 
standing resolution admitted was 
one making expulsion compulsory 
for any musician caught using or 
trafficking in narcotics. Another, 
okayed, will expand the _ union’s 
house organ, The International 
Musician, giving it a larger staff, 
etc, Last, but not least, a resolution 
| was passed to install a public rela- 
tions man at AFM headquarters in 
N. Y. Last year, this resolution was 
defeated, reportedly because Petrillo 
himself pointed out he was too hot 
a subject and no press agent would 
touch him. 

Strangely enough, representatives 
,of New York local 802 didn’t have 
much to say during the convention. 
This was unusual since 802 is the 
organization’s biggest and most 
powerful branch. Most 802 delegates 
are new electees and were feeling 
their way. 






MILLER MUSIC CORPORATION 
619 BROADWAY * NEW YORK 19 
NORMAN FOLEY, Gen. Prof, Mgr 


















CHI-BABA. 
CHI-BABA 


OXFORD MUSIC CORP. 
George Joy, Pres. 


1619 B’way e New York 9) 


JACK MILLS 
SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM 


| CAN'T GIVE 
YOU. ANYTHING 
BUT LOVE, BABY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


MILLS MUSIC 
























































ZARIETY, | Here’s a Good Tune 
TED LEWIS walks on in batter- . 
ed Bowing and cane roy wane Looking for a G 0 od 
Publisher — Interested? 


Contact SAUL WENDROFF 


Strong” and “Short Life and a 
1776 B’way, New York — Circle 6-0080 


Merry One.” 
OR 


SAMMY FIDLER at LOEW’S STATE, Ny, Y. 











M| Evans, who played leads in “Up in 


FORESTER T0 WAVE 
BATON FOR BALLET 


Hollywood, June 17, 

David Forester has been inked as 
musical director of newly formed 
Ballet Assn. Headed by Simon Sen- 
enoff, the Association tees off Au- 
gust 1 with concerts at Santa Monica 
Bowl. 

Hollywood Bowl and Philharmonic 
Auditorium programs are skedded 
for later in season. Ferde Grofe is 
writing a special ballet score for the 
initialer, 


Morton Gould Joins 
Concert Tour Parade 


Conductor-composer Morton 
Gould, who up to now has restricted 
his concert activities to guest appear- 
ances with major symphony orches- 
tras, has been signed by James A. 
Davidson Management for a 10- 
weeks tour conducting his own Co- 
lumbia Recording orchestra in an 
all-American program called “Amer- 
ican Serenade.” 

His soloists will be Mimi Benzell, 
coloratura lyric soprano of the | 
Metropolitan Opera, and, Wilbur 








Central Park” and “Mexican Hay- 


jmustered quite a bit of strength— | ride. ” Program will feature songs | there two years ago. 


| from Foster to Gould, Copland, Wil- 
liam Schuman and Hoagy Car-| 
michael. 


Bands at Hotel B.0.’s 


Weeks P ¥ orate 
as vers 
Band Played Week On Da 
Carmen Cavallaro. Astor Roof (850; "91-1. 2B).. secoccces. 4,800 18.200 


18,206 
Griff Williams*... Waldorf (400; $2)......6..c0.ee0--0 2,850 13,850 
Randy Brooks.... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)......... 10 1,550 16,050 
Vie Lombardo*...New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).......... 4 1,250 5,875 
Lawrence Welk. .. Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)............ Il 1400 15,450 


Bobby Byrne*....Commodore (400; $1-$1.50).......... 2 850 2,325 
Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1-$1.50)............ 30 800 29,175 

. fudteatos Floor Show at Waldorf with Phil Regan, Ice Revue at New 
Yorker, Commodore, Johnny Desmond. 


a 


Chicago 
Jack Fina (Empire Room, Palmer; 650; $3.50 min.). 
3,500 every week. 
Vido Musse (College Inn, Sherman; 900; $2-$3.50 min.). Swing plus 
heavy disk jockey plugging is giving this spot best grosses in months. 
Gushy 5,100. 


Holding to around 


Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Satisfactory 2,000 tabs. 
Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Around 1,700 covers, okay. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
George Olsen (Trianon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). 
to better 14,000. ; 
Teddy Phillips (Aragon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Very nice 18,000. 
Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). Gertrude Niesen doing 
a fine job here. Held over until June 26. Gratifying 5,200. 


Olsen picking in second week 





(Los Angeles) 

Jack Barrows (Aragon, B, Ocean Park, 2d wk). Skinnay Ennis bulwarked 
local crew over weekend, but take still drab 4,200, half from all-nite Sat- 
urday session. 

Charlie Barnet (Meadowbrook, B, Culver City, 6th wk.). Windup stanza 
for ill-fated policy of band and vaude acts snared less than 800 customers, 

Tommy Dorsey (Casino Gardens, B, Ocean Park, 4th wk.). Doing the 
biz o’ the burg; better than 11,000 payees, excellent. 

Gene Krupa (Palladium, B, Hollywood Ist wk.). Just fair start around 
9,000 admishes. 


Beneke’s 11G Take At 
N. J. Meadowbrook 


Tex Beneke-Glenn Miller orches- 
tra earned $11,000 for its end of 
business during a nine-day run at 
Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar 
Grove, N. J., which closed Sunday 
(15) evening. That’s more coin than 


any band has taken out of the spot 
on a guarantee-and-percentage basis 
for a comparable period of time 
since Harry James’ last booking 





————— Ey 
SRO ARE TREN 
rT. PAULL’S 
Famous Marches for 
Piano, Orchestra and 
Full Band 


America Forever 
Ben Hur Chariot Race 
Burning of Rome 
Napoleon’s Last Charge 
Spirit of the U.8.A. 

















ow Ao ee ot @ hw ae - ) 


Sonny Dunham orchestra replaced 
Beneke, opening last night (Tues- 
day). 
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The top 32 songs of the week, base 


| erage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. 


Published by the Office of Research, 
Survey Week of 
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You Can’t See the Sun When You'r 


The remaining 18 songs of Sse! 
(Peatman) . 
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Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 





MILLS SUMMER-TIME HITS 


STORMY WEATHER 


e 
IF YOU CAN'T GET A GIRL 
IN THE SUMMER TIME 


d on the copyrighted Audience Cov- 


Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 
June 6-12, 1947 
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LOUIS JORDAN 
And His Tympany 5 
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week, from the copyrighted ACI 
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Court Freezes E. M. Loew's 46 at AGVA 
Until Savo's Salary Claim Is Adjusted 


E. M. Loew’s suit to recover $4,000 upon AGVA for return of $4,000 bal- 
balance of bond money posted at | ance to Loew. Shelvey had been out 
American Guild of Variety Artists of town at time and check had been 


last year to cover salaries of talent drawn 


at Latin Quarter, Miami, took an- 
other turn this week when Matt | 
Shelvey, national head of AGVA, 


notified William Gold N.Y. attorney 
representing Loew, that the money 


has been frozen by court order until | | upon Shelvey, as head of AGVA, was 


Loew adjusts claim of Jimmy Savo, 
comedian. 

According to complaint, Savo| 
pacees | a three-week date with Loew 
for Florida bistro but spot folded 10 
days after comedian opened and he 
appealed to AGVA to collect amount 


due him for unplayed time. Upon 
later investigation, union found 
comedian had signed contract as 
Jimmy Savo, Inc., instead of in- 


dividual and therefore his complaint 
did not come within purview of un- 
jon. Latter, however, did give comic 
permission to take his claim to court. 

Savo started action last February 
in N.Y supreme court, which was 
subsequently discontinued when it 
was thought both principals could 
get together on settlement. 
nothing happened in that direction 
Savo instituted another action, now 
pending. 

Between suits Gold made demand | 














COLONNA 


Currently 
HIPPODROME 
THEATRE 
BALTIMORE 


Management 
BRUCE GEAR 


Booked by 


HARRY A. ROMM 


38 E. 57th. St, New York, N_Y 








| 


| Actors and Artistes of America un- 


|of the freeze and latter 


When | 


|of WFIL, 


for his signaturing when 
|Savo started second suit and got a 
| court order freezing the coin until 


| permits to 





| disposition of suit. 


Last week in N.Y. supreme court | 
| Justice Schreiber ruled that service | 


| proper despite Shelvey not being an 
officer. (Union has no officers but 
| is governed by officers of Associated 


til forthcoming convention when it 
will elect its own slate.) 

Shelvey subsequently notified Gold 
will make 
application today (Wed.) to revoke 
order and return money to his client. 


| 





Philly Inquirer Goes 
Deeper Into Show Biz 





With Arena Purchase’ 


The Philadelphia Inquirer, already | 
in showbusiness with its operation | 
Philadelphia, is making , 
into the- field. It| 


| 


further inroads 


| purchased the Philadelphia Arena 


® | last week and in addition to acquisi- | 

‘tion of the Arena, the sheet is slated | 
to build another large-capacity au- | August and will follow with the 
| Florentine Gardens, Hollywood. 





BOB 
BROMLEY 


3rd 
Month 
Oscar 
Theatre, 
Stockholm 
Sweden 











Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 
* Draw from our library, one of the 
largest, most comprehensive in 
Showbiz! . 
*% 1947 Catalog FREE! 
* Exclusive material our specialty! 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 


25-31-K 30th Road, L. |. City 2, N. Y. 
Telephone: Astoria 8-6965 











ditorium which will be part of a new 
radio studio setup. 


With purchase of the Arena, Wal- 
ter Annenberg, president of the 
newspaper, will become a member 
of the Arena Managers Assn., which 
operates “Ice-Capades” and “Ice- 
Cycles” and redeos. He also gets a 
share of professional hockey and 


purchase, 

A new corporation is being set up 
to handle the Arena business. Pete 
Tyrrell, president of the Arena, will 
continue in that capacity, with Ken 
Stowman, of WFIL’s television dept., 
named veepee, and Roger Clipp, 
WFIL president, secretary treasurer. 


Barn Theatre, Nitery 
Set for Monroe, N.Y. 


Murray Brown, managing director 


of Capitol Group Players, has leased 
barn theatre at Monroe, N. Y., which 
he’ll convert. into theatre and nitery, 
with opening set for July 3. 


He'll tee off season with a tab 
drama of own authorship on juve 
delinquency titled “Bad Company,” 
and will follow with tab versions of 
other plays. Plan is to play shows 
three nights in theatre and tour 
them in vicinity the other nights of 
week. Dancing and specialty acts 
will follow performances in down- 
Stairs nitery room of the theatre. 


Brown will head cast of “Bad 
Company,” which includes Ursalina, 
Ray Baker, Lorraine Shap, Lydia 
Swan, Eleanor Charnin, Delia 
Coughlin, Valerie East, Johnny 
Miranda, Alex Kulich, Lou Goldman 
and Anton Oliver. 


Due to tab operation project 
comes under jurisdiction of Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists rather 




















than antl 
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Permit Hassle Stymies 
Belgian Show Biz 


Brussels, June 17. 
Official hesitancy to grant labor 
foreign artists has 
brought protest from Paul Barat, 
general secretary of the Belgian En- 
tertainment Federation. 

As now stands, foreign troupes and 
circuses are allowed to show in Bel- 
gium if they use 40% of Belgian per- 
sonnel, 





Saratoga Cafes 


Set Top Names 
For Track Meet 


Two of the three big Saratoga 
cafes are virtually set for the forth- 
coming racetrack season, in August. 
Carmen Miranda is set for the Ar- 
rowhead Inn, starting Aug. 1, and 
Sophie Tucifer is slated for the Pip- 
ing Rock Inn, operated by Lou 
Walters. 

Sole large spot still without a 
headliner is Riley’s Lake House, 
which Jimmy Vernon, co-boniface 
with’ Dario at the La ANSE ais 
'N. Y., is hosting. 


Piping Rock has also bought Jes 
E. Lewis to open for two weeks 
starting Aug. 15. -Miss Tucker after 
| her Piping Rock engagement will go 
to El Rancho, Las Vegas, in late 





Guild Nixes Agency’s 
Claim Vs. Dance Team 





Jesse & James, colored team, were 
awarded a claim of $45 against Ab- 


basketball teams with the Arena | ner J. Greshler agency via arbitra- 


tion at American Guild of Variety 
Artists. 

Team claimed agency tapped them 
for above amount, claiming it due 
|for musical arrangements and re- 
| hearsal coin for orchestra. 

It was testified that agency 
| claimed right to sum but when team 
interposed defense claiming they 
were not obligated for the orches- 
trations and that they had been on 
time for rehearsals, arbitrators de- 
| cided in their favor. 





Youngstown Nitery Ops To 
Pay Up 133G in Tax Fraud 


* Youngstown, O., June 17. 

Joseph and Frank Budak, Youngs- 
town, O., nitery operators, have 
agreed to pay $133,112.75 to the gov- 
ernment in deficient income taxes 
and penalties. 

The Budaks, sentenced to two 
years’ imprisonment by Federal 
Judge Emerich B. Freed in Cleve- 
land after pleading guilty to charges 
of income tax evasion last year, 
reached an agreement with tax court 
officials last week. 

Under regulations permitting two- 
thirds time off for good behavior on 
sentences exceeding one year, the 
pair were released from the Federal 
penitentiary at Lewisburg, Pa. 





Rainbow Room in the Hotel Wil- 
lard, Toledo, will be darkened July 
5 for a complete redecorating job. 
Reopens Labor Day as the Chevron 
Room, 
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There have been reports that ex- 
Brooklyn cop ‘Phil Regan may one 
day run for Congress from the native 
heath of the Dodgers and his Thurs- 
day night (12) premiere at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria’s Starlight Roof (N. Y.) 
certainly gave evidence thereof. The 
audience was dominantly politico in- 
cluding such personalities as Mayor 
Bill O’Dwyer, Jim Farley and assort- 
ed other Democratic bigwigs. A 
GOP in the house was almost as 
rare as a non-Hibernian although 
Regan’s appeal is universal despite 
the accent on the Gaelic song lore. 
Showbiz-wise Regan points up 
anew the difference in showmanship, 
especially as regards cafe attractions. 
More than ever the nitery person- 
ality who pitches for business, openly 
hustles for customers, and the like, 
will be one who will continue enjoy- 
ing lucrative engagements. Regan, 
like Morton Downey who whammed 
’em at the Waldorf also, is a frankly 
commercial greeter. He mixes widely, 
wisely and well. Pre- Starlight preem 
he bombarded pals in and out of 
show business to “show up for my 
Waldorf opening,” with result 
maitres Rene Black and Ambrose 
had their reservation cards full, 

The response for his almost-an- 
hour of songs (pops, Irish and mu- 
sicomedy ) was genuine and generous, 
and Regan’s thanks for this approba- 
tion for “a guy from Brooklyn” was 
in like idiom. In fine voice and in 
easy cafe floor presence he uncorks 
a medley that includes “Irish Lu a 
Piles a You Under My Skin,’ 
Scottish air, “Anniversary Song” 
“Grand Night for Singing,” “McNa- 
mara’s Band,” “Peg o’ My Heart,” 
“Blue Heaven,” “Put Your Arms 
Around Me,” “Glocca Mofra,” “They 
Wouldn’t Believe Me,” “Same Old 
Shillelagh,” and others. Eddie Ja- 


accompanist. 

Show tees off with Griff Williams 
maestroing the major band, the 
leader doing a piano specialty on 
“Tonight We Love.’ Bob Kirk, a 
good band vocalist, does an entr’act 


pear to detract from Regan’s impact, 
but it doesn’t pan out that way. 
Wally King is Williams’ other fea- 


alternates with Mischa Borr who 
ably handles the Latin sets. Abel. 


Latin Quarter, Boston 
Boston, June 11. 
Joe E. Lewis, Toy & Wing, Ted 
Cole, Wally Wanger Girls (12), Tony 
Bruno Orch (9); $3 minimum. 





The only nitery in the Hub with 
big-time pretentions, this Mickey 
Redstone spot is clicking for the 
first time in months with Joe E. 
Lewis as the magnet. Place has 
done no biz to speak of all season, 
and it closes for the summer when 
comedian moves out June 15—but it 
closes with a bang. 

Big (about 400 covers) and flashy 
for Boston, the nitery has catered to 
the racetrack crewd, and that ele- 
ment turned out en masse for Lewis. 
He, in turn, shot the works for the 
dinner crowds, doing about a 40- 
minute stint when caught, but he 
often stays on for an hour. 

He hag about 40 songs in the reper- 
toire, most of them familiar to his 
devotees. Wouldn’t let him go until 
he did “The Groom,” but he wouldn’t 
do “Sam.” As always, moulded the 
in-between chatter to fit the situa- 
tion, turning every topical reference 
into a wow laugh. 

Rest of show is about as usual. 
Toy & Wing click in terps, doing 
jitterbug, rhumba, and ‘solo acro- 
batic stuff. Ted Cole, good baritone, 





gets nice reception with “Mam’selle,” 

“Beside You” and “You're in My 

cine to Stay.” Wally Wanger gals 
SL 


cobs makes a nice assist as piano | 








singing specialty which would ap-| 


tured vocalist. Band holds over and | 


Phil Regan Typifies Headliners 
Who Draw Because They Hustle Biz 


do niftily in Hawaiian and other 
numbers, Music by Tony Bruno 
good and production” okay. But it’s 
Lewis that’s bringing them in. 

Elie. 


Caseades, N. Y. 

Ray Heatherton Orch (11) with 
Joan Burke; Arthur Ravel Orch (6), 
Borrah Minevitch Harmonica Rasc alg 
(7) with Johnny Puleo; no minimum; 
cover $1 weekdays Saturday, $1.50. 





With luxurious decor which in- 
cludes bandstand backed by cas- 
cading waterfall plus a surrounding 
balcony festooned with potted ferns 
and ivy, Cascades atop the Hotel 
Biltmore, N. Y., has made its summer 
bow.~ In keeping with the room’s 
svelte motif, are the bands of Ray 
Heatherton and Arthur Ravel whose 
sweet rhythms are obviously aimed 
at conservative patronage, 

Heatherton’s outfit, comprising 
three rhythm, four brass and four 
reed, leans to old standards such as 
“Moonlight & Roses,” and Cole 
Porter medleys. Heatherton, former 
musicomedy singer, displays a pleas- 
ing baritone in piping “Danny Boy” 
among Others. Plump Joan Burke 
handles the femme chirp chores. 
With more experience she should 
shape up as one of ihe better war- 
blers. Among her ivp numbers are 


(Continued on page 48) 


NANCY DONOVAN 


‘Colicen of Song’ 
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LOEW’S STATE 
New York 


Thanks to Sidney Piermont 
* 


Opening June 29 
BILTMORE, Providence 


(Return Engagement Within 
3 Months) 


Ex. Mgt.—M.C.A. ARTISTS LTD. 














THERE'S ONLY ONE 


FRANCES 
FAYE 


Direction: M.C.A., 
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BE FUNNY FOR LESS MONEY! Yow get 
the freshest, funniest comedy material in 
PUNCH LINES (topical, original gag files 
— by America’s top gagmen), issues Nos. 
i, 2, 3 or 4—$1 each. Comebaeks to Hecklers, 
$2. COMEDY TEAM joke collection, $2. 
LAF File collection of boffs, $1. Special in- 
troductory offer: $5 for ALL the material 


LAUGHS UNLIMITED 








276 W. 43 St. New York City 
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with MARGOT BRANDER _ 
~a record Breaker! 





At the HOTEL LAST FRONTIER 


LAS VEGAS, Nevada 
OPENED May 9 to May 22 


--HELD OVER May 23 to June 5 
--HELD OVER June 6 to June 19 








Exclusive Management: 


AL GROSSMAN, RKO Building, New York 20 
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Fla. Legislature Passes Bill Banning 
Alien Agents from Booking Locally 





Miami Beach, June 17. 

Employment agency bill providing 
that only resident agents book acts 
jn Florida cafes has been passed by 
the Florida legislature and became 
Jaw without governor Caldwell’s 
signature. Bill provides that agents 
reside and work in the local employ- 
ment field for three years before a 
license costing $25 can be granted. 


Measure was conceived by Alice 
Camus, who runs a large employ- 
ment agency in Miami, and was 
passed despite opposition by legis- 
Jlators from northern part of the 
state. Newly formed Florida Thea- 
trical Amusement Agencies backed 
the bill with Dade County (Miami 
and Miami Beach) percenters also 
backing the measure. 


How it will affect large out-of- 
state bookers from setting acts is 
still a moot point. There is no pro- 
vision in the bill to prevent New 
York or Chicago agencies from do- 
ing business by phone, wire or 
letter. Local agents, however, feel 
that this loophole will be blocked 
at the 1949 session of the Legisla- 
ture. For the next two years, how- 
ever, the big outfits can get around 
the law in that manner, 


In best shape at the moment is 
General Artists Corp. with Harry 
Kilby, GAC cafe department head, 
being a resident of Surfside, North 
Miami Beach. 


Most heavily affected of the N. Y. 
majors agencies is the William Mor- 
ris Agency which last season booked 
around $300,000 worth of talent in 
this area. 


Florida is the latest state to pass 
such legislation. Pennsylvania has 
had such a statute on its books 
since 1939 while Massachusetts 
passed a similar measure last year. 
In both cases, major N. Y. offices 
have been able to get around the 
statutes by mail, phone or wire. 


$1-$1.50 Couvert For 
Hildegarde in St. Loo 





St. Louis, June 17. 


Hildegarde, who opened last week 
at the Chase Club of the Chase hotel 
chalked up a record week with cou- 
vert policy which Harold Koplar, 
hotel’s operator, instituted to cover 
the $6,500 cost of the chanteuse plus 
Hal Kanner’s band. Inn put on a $1 
nick from Sunday to Tuesday when 
there’s one show, and $1.50 rest of 
the week when two shows are given. 


First week brought nearly $8,000 in | 


couverts in addition to upped busi- 
ness on menu items. 


It's the first time this hotel has 
clamped on a couvert. Prior show 
topped by Eddy Howard orch had a 
$1.50 minimum. 

Hildegarde, following Chase en- 
.8agement, will play the Chicago 
theatre, Chicago, starting July 4 on 
& package deal that calls for $17,500 
Plus overages. Unit will include 
Basil Rathbone, Henny Youngman 
and Lathrop & Lee. 


LENNY QUITS SMALL 
TO OPEN OWN AGENCY 


Jack Lenny last week resigned 





18 OWn agency. Duties will be ab- 

sorbed by Ned Dobson, who joined 
Small two weeks ago. Dobson is a 
nephew of Louis K. Sidney, Metro 
Producer, and previously worked in 
he Coast office of the William Mor- 
Tis agency, 

Lenny, a former hoofer, joined 
Small upon his discharge from the 
Service where he was in the show, 
This Is the Army.” 





Palomar, Seattle, Tosses 
Acts for Pix Policy 


beat Seattle, town’s lone 
" er, will drop live shows for 
reg and revert to straight pix 
*s icy, Biz had been off for several 
pana which prompted early toss 

vaude bills, which generally isn’t 
one until next month. 





eptivoll, other house of Sterling 
ain, plays burlesque and other 


ta ; ‘ 
a ants house may also dispense 


hows for summer. 


Lifting of War Curfew 
Rejuves Frisco Niteries 


San Francisco, June 17. 

Lifting midnight closing hour for 
cafes and niteries, invoked as war 
measure, and reverting to prewar 
2 a.m. closings, is seen as life-saver 
for floundering spots and others. 

Guy Cherney says his Barbizon 
Room will do more biz in those two 
extra hours than the rest of the 
night. Ditto Tommy Harris at 
House of Harris. 

Frank Martinelli will reopen his 
shuttered Bal Tabarin in fall with 
names and productions. Hotels Pal- 
ace, St. Francis and Mark Hopkins 
will extend dancing and liquor until 
lam. However, all hotels look for 
plenty after-theatre parties and sup- 
per trade. 


USO-CS Sets Final 


Units for Overseas 


USO-Camp Shows is prepping the 
final batch of overseas units to be 
sent abroad prior to fold of opera- 
tions at the end of the year. Units 
are slated to leave during July and 
August for tours of Japan and other 
Pacific areas, Another unit is set for 
three-month tour of Alaska. 

First unit to depart will consist of 
Rochelle & Beébe, Walter Walters, 
Jr., Jimmy Risk & Norma, Prof. 
Cheer, Gloria Grayson, a Faber line 
and Jack Ellsworth. 

Second comprises Tommy Hanlon, 
Jr., Anthony & Allen, Bobby Pincus 
& Foster, Toni Calvin, Henry Rob- 
bins, Cordova line and Henry Pierre. 
Final unit will have Archie Robbins, 
Tommy Trent, Three Fonzalls, Vic- 





Femme Impersonators 
Cause License Loss 


Cincinnati, June 17. 
Acting upon testimony of local 


police that “indecent floor shows” 
were offered at the Band Box, local 


nitery, Ohio Liquor board last week 
sustained its permit division’s re- 
fusal to renew the spot’s license. 

For the past 28 weeks the Band 
Box has been presenting Angie 
Litz’ Gay Boy Revue, featuring 
female impersonators. 


L.A. Orph Can't 
Get Good Pix, So 
Goes Vaudfilm 


Los Angeles, June 17, 

Orpheum theatre returns to a 
stage policy June 25 with Cab Cal- 
loway as the opener and the Ink 
Spots starting July 9. Sherrill Cor- 
win is now lining up other name 
shows to sustain vaudfilm policy. 
Sudden shift, decided upon yester- 
day (16), was caused by dearth of 
product necessary to carry a deluxe 
firstrun film operation. Product 
shortage is growing serious locally 
due to the number, of firstrun houses 
and shortening film runs. 

As example of how tough situa- 
tion is, Corwin pointed out a few 
weeks ago Orpheum was playing the 
top grossing “Duel in the Sun,” but 
now has to look forward to a re- 
issue bill of “Second Chorus” and 
“Road to Hollywood.” Corwin, just 
back from three weeks east, is shift- 
ing the Orpheum film policy to the 
Palace, another metropolitan theatre 
operation. 

Vaude returns to the Orpheum 
one year after the policy had been 
switched to the Million Dollar for 
an ill-fated stay. Stage shows were 
dropped at the latter house a few 
months back. Return of Orph to 








tor Dexter and a Sandy Grant line. 


Two other acts.still to be set. | 


Alaskan unit will be topped by | 
Chill Wills, film character actor, and 
include Dot, Day & Dee, Roberts & 
Conn and Salmas trio. They’re 
slated to leave the last week in July. 

USO-Camp Shows’ hospital enter- 
tainment activities will continue after 
the overseas units are set. 





Seek Acts For ETO 
Hollywood, June 17. 
George Murphy, president of the 
Hollywood Coordinating Committee, 
is lining up film players to provide 


combined screen-flesh shows, after 
15 years of profitable operation, give 
acts an ace showcase for local book- 
ings. 


Guild Clears Howard On 
‘Bouncer’ to Max Baer; 


Held Check Too Long 


American Guild of Variety Artists 
has absolved Joe Howard, operator 
of ill-fated Vanity Fair, N.Y., of 
blame on $1,750 salary check to Max 








entertainment for American armed 
forces in Europe. 

Move is a response to a request | 
by Gen, Lucius Clay, commander of | 
U. S. troops over there. 


VAUDERS GOING STRONG 
ON ANZAC CIRCUITS 


Sydney, June 5. 

Tivoli loop, headed by Dave Mar- 
tin, is copping strong coin with two- | 
a-day vaudeville here. Unit headed | 
by Wee Georgie Wood, has just | 
completed an excellent run, and new 
unit, topped by Chaz Chase, looks 
set for good tour. Other newcomers 
include Clifford & Marion, Alphonse 
Berge & Co., Latasha & Lawrence, 
Great Rube and Vic Perry. 

Martin, apart from the Aussie 
loop, is also sending acts across to 
New Zealand for added time. 


mr 


Merriel Abbott Talent 
Buyer for Hilton Chain 


Merriel Abbott, longtime producer 
of shows at the Palmer House, Chi- 
cago, has been named talent buyer 
for the Hilton hotel group. String’s 
N. Y. flagship is the Plaza, where 
the swank Persian room uses top 
names such as Hildegarde, the De 
Marcos, and currently has Jacques 
Peals. 

Other inns to be booked by Miss 
Abbott as part of the chain opera- 
tion will be the Stevens hotel, Chi- 
cago, as well as the Palmer House. 

Before going into the new deal 
she will take a trip to England and 
the Continent. She -leaves from 
N. Y. this week by boat. 














Pitt ‘Cafe Adds Acts 


Pittsburgh, June 17, 
First of the local lounges to put on 
| the Federal tax of 20 percent so it 


Baer (& Rosenbloom) which latter 
claimed had bounced. 

Matt Shelvey, head of union, who 
had been in Chicago when complaint 
was filed, thought it odd about the 
“bouncer” since Howard had paid off 
all other talent obligations. Upon 
investigation he found Baer did not 
put check through until three weeks 
after close of nitery. There had been 
sufficient funds to cover it, which 


| Since have been frozen until Gov- 


ernment checks up and collects nit- 
ery tax due, 

Inability to locate Howard for dis- 
cussion of matter at time of com- 


| plaint was because he had been out 
| of city recuping from illness. 





JEAN SABLON SET FOR 
WALDORF, N.Y., IN FALL 


Jean Sablon is set to open the fall 
season at the Waldorf hotel, N. Y.’s, 
Wedgwood Room, starting Oct. 2 
for four weeks with options. Last 


'season Frank Sinatra preemed the 


room. He may play that date later 
in the season. 

Current Waldorf summer opera- 
tion, the Starlight roof, which now 
has Griff Williams’ orchestra and 
Phil Regan, turns to Guy Lombardo’s 
band July 10. 





Quinn’s Celtic Revue 
Pacted for RKO 1-Niters 


William Quinn and his Irish revue 
has been pacted by Irving Barrett 
for a tour of RKO one and two- 
nighters in N. Y. Unit tees off at 
the Royal, Bronx, N. Y., June 24, 
with 22 other houses to follow. 

Quinn, Irish balladeer, is produc- 
ing and heads up unit which includes 
John Conlan, Peter 
Reynolds, Peggy Henry, 
McElligott and others. 


Quinn 





can use live entertainment will be 
| Hollywood Show Bar, which switches 
policy June 23. 


Quinn records for Columbia plat- 
i ters and has also had several Irish 


| programs on radio. 


Earl Carroll to Close Hollywood 
Nitery Rather Than Bow to AFM 
Featherbedding; Rep. Hartley Perks 





Frances Faye, Murray 
Into Town Casino, Buff. 


Town Casino, Buffalo has set Jan 
Murray and Frances Faye to open 
Monday (23) for one week following 
Lena Horne. 


Cafe earlier this year had at- 
tempted non-name shows with dis- 


using top performers and when none 
are available will package a number 
of higher budget acts for the same 
bill. 


Vanity Fair, N. Y., 
Reopens in Fall 


The defunct Vanity Fair, New 
York, is slated to be reopened some- 
time in August by Nat Harris, cur- 
rent Latin Quarter, N. Y., manager, 
who last week acquired control of 
majority of club’s physical assets 
through purchase of the $17,500 sec- 
ond mortgage on the cafe from the 
New Jersey Associates, a finance 
company. 

Harris is planning to preem the 





gion convention to be held in New 
York latter part of August. 


It’s estimated that club’s indebted- 
ness runs around $350,000 including 
a $35,000 mortgage held by Abe 
Ellis, club’s coatroom concessionaire. 
A government lien for back taxes is 
reported taken care of by sale of the 
club’s huge liquor, stock. 


Lou Walters, LQ op, who has been 


deal. However, it’s indicated that 
he will have an interest in the club. 

Vanity Fair folded several months 
ago after a bad siege of business on 
a no cover-no minimum policy, when 
Joe Howard, spot’s operator, was 
taken ill of a heart ailment. 


UTAH EXPO B.0. HIT 
BY RAIN; ICE SHOW BIG 


Salt Lake City, June 17. 








,a double pounding last week. Usual | the cons 


| semi-arid climate didn’t read 
/almanac, and came through 
|four days of rain that crippled the 
/ attendance. Only 63,606 patrons were 
|checked through the gate for an 
average of just over 6,000 a day for 
the first 10-day run. This shapes up 
| pretty sickly in comparison with last 
|year’s state fair which played to 
96,000 in seven days, 
Centennial hypo. 


“Holiday On Ice’ was one of the 
strongest b.o. angles at the show. 
It found a second wham week with 
an estimated $60,000 in the till. Show 
heldover for three extra days, wind- 
ing up its 17 day run tomorrow (18). 


Smash take second week was even 
better considering the four con- 
secutive days of rain and low tem- 
perature. Show turned away 500 
people a night. Latest figures indicate 
the ice show grabbed over 60% of 
the exposition gate during its run. 





Repealed Ohio Booze Law 
Still Bothers Fair Areas 


Columbus, O., June 17. 

Though the Ohio Legislature has 
repealed an old law barring the sale 
of liquor within two miles of an ag- 
ricultural fair, the effective date of 
the action—Sept. 8—will be too late 
for most of this year’s fairs, includ- 
ing the Ohio State Fair. 


Old law, dug up last year by the 
Ohio Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union, much to the embarrassment 
of state liquor enforcement officials 





Smith, Jimmy | 


and local police officers and sheriffs, 
caused numerous night clubs and 
ae spots to be closed. 


Ohid State Fair will be held Aug. | 


23-29. Some of Ohio’s county fairs, 
| however, will be held after the ef- 
fective date of the bill's repeal. 


spot in time for the American Le-! 


reported behind Harris in the ven- | 
ture, says he’s not yet in on the | letter 


without the} 


Earl Carroll, who is closing his 
Theatre-Restaurant in Hollywood, 
Aug. 31 and leasing the property te 
a radio network for $200,000 annu- 
ally, may put his show into the 
Latin Quarter, N. Y., around Sept. 
15. Negotiations are on currently 
between Carroll and Lou Walters, 
LQ boniface, for show to open 
shortly after the Coast spot shutters. 

Carroll ascribes his closing to de- 
mands by the American Federation 
|of Musicians, which wants him to 





mal results. Since then, it’s back to! hire more musicians than he claims 


| he can use. Spot is reputed to be 
one of the most lucrative niteries in 
Hollywood. In radio, building will 
be used for the luncheon -or break- 
fast type shows. 

In addition to playing the Latin 
Quarter, Carroll plans to tour other 
large niteries around the country, 
including a stand at Miami Beach. 
This trip around the cafe circuit will 
mark,the first time that Carroll has 
given sanction for one of his units 
to play a nitery. Last Carroll “Vani- 
ties” vaude unit, played two nitery 
dates, over Carroll's protests. “Vani- 
ties” name was leased to Bobby 
Vernon, who booked the niteries 
when he couldn’t get consecutive 
vaude dates. 


It’s not yet known how the re- 
ported $200,000 annual rental com- 
pares with the spot’s annual profits, 
but with rental fee plus returns 
from a Carroll unit playing top cafes 
and vaude dates throughout the 
| country, it’s figured Carroll’s income 
won't be curtailed, 








Hartley Probes Carroll Shuttering 
Washington, June 17. 
Rep. Fred Hartley (R., N. J.), 
chairman of the House Labor Com- 
mittee, said last Friday (13) he had 
put investigator Irving McCann on 
a plane for Hollywood to check re- 
ports that unions there are forcing 
Earl Carroll to close his theatre- 
restaurant. 
Hartley said 





he had received a 
from Carroll indicating he 
would shutter August 31. Said the 
Labor Committee chairman: “I 
| strongly suspect this is in retaliation 
| for his appearance before our com- 
mittee earlier this year. We are 
going to explore the situation.” 
Meanwhile, Rep. Carroll Kearns 
(R., Pa.), who heads a subcommittee 
to investigate the activities of Pe- 
trillo’s musicians’ union, said he 
hoped to go -to Hollywood to look 
into Carroll's case as soon as he 
could make arrangements, Kearns 
has promised open hearings on al- 





Utah Centennial Exposition took | leged misconduct of AFM affairs as 


soon as the Supreme Court rules on 
titutionality of pending anti- 


the | Petrillo legislation. 
with 





‘US. Agent, Missing In 
War, Okay and Again 
Booking Acts in China 


Dick Hamilton, who had been 





| booking acts in China prior to the 


; War, 


| 


but interned in Jap prison 
camp during conflict, has resumed 
activities there. He’s in Shanghai 
and has a band and floor show at 
the Cathay hotel. 

Hamilton has resumed deal with 
Ed Fisher, Scotch talent agent who 
sent many American acts and bands 
to China for continuance of the for- 
mer arrangement. 


LITTLE BUYS PIECE OF 
EL PATIO, D. C. NITERY 








| 
| 
| 
! 


Little Jack Little, crooner and 
disk jock, has bought interest in El 
Patio nitery, Washington, from 
Johnny Longo. They’ll reopen spot 
which has been shuttered for past 
eight months. 

Little will head floorshow doubling 
from jock program on WEAM. 


Demand Dry Strip 


Los Angeles, June 17. 

Drought in Sunset Strip niteries is 
the aim of an ordinance before the 
County Board, introduced by Super- 
visor William A. Smith. Bill calls 
for the total absence of alccholic 
, liquor in all danceries. 

Ciro’s and the Mocambo, located in 
unincorporated county territory on 
_ the Strip, will be hit hard if the pro- 
| posed law goes through. 
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4A’s Committee Splits with Shelvey 


On the Proposed AGVA Constitution 


Split between the Associated 
Actors & Artistes of America com- 
mittee working on the proposed 
AGVA constitution to be presented 
at the forthcoming AGVA conven- 
tion, and Matt Shelvey, AGVA’s na- 
tional administrator, widened at the 
meeting held Monday (16). Major 
point of difference is the degree of 
democratic procedure to be given 
the union membership. 

AAAA is pressing for wide gov- 
erning powers to be invested in the 


members through a board of gover- | 


nors, while Shelvey feels that too 
many members mixing into union 
affairs will hamper the running of 
the union. 

As things now stand, matter is 
set to go to a complete committee 
of the AAAA before being presented 
by the membership. No more meet- 
ings between the constitutional com- 
mittee and Shelvey are slated, al- 
though there may be an attempt for 
one more confab before AAAA 
takes over. 

Points of disagreement came 


COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theotricals 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
Nos. 1 thru 13 for $10.00 
Nos. 14 thru 22 @ $1.00 each 
“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 
3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 
$50.00 for 3 Vols. 
“BOOK OF PARODIES” 
10 Sock Parodies for $7.50 
"HOW TO MASTER 
THE CEREMONIES" 


(How to Be an Emcee) 
‘ $3.00 Per Copy 


No C.0.D.’s on any material! If en 
route, also send permanent address. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19, N.Y. 
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HELENE and HOWARD 


"Comedy Dance Antics’ 


Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 


early in the meeting over the con- 
stitutional clause allowing the 
AGVA national administrator to hire 
and fire at will. AAAA committee 
at first suggested powers be limited 
subject to “approval of the board.” 
Shelvey, however, insisted that ap- 
proval be made to read “disap- 
proval,” thus giving the Guild head 
power to dismiss or take on new 
|employees at will, with Board re- 
| taining power to disapprove the ac- 
| tion. 





Delegates 


| Another point of disagreement 
selection of convention 


| hinges on 
| delegates. Shelvey proposed that 
members vote through locals in 


| which they joined. AAAA protested 
| because of the fact that many mem- 
bers do not work out of original 
locals and consequently proposed a 
national ballot allowing membership 
|to vote on entire slate. Basis for 
| proposal of a national ballot is the 
migratory nature of the performers 
who they feel are vitally concerned 
|} with all jurisdictions inasmuch as 
| they work most towns at various 
|times of the year. Both plans will 





| board. 

| There were some fireworks near 
|the end of the meeting when Jack 
| Irving, Chicago AGVA executive 


'membership preferred that 


| 





then 


committee, reminded 


several 


years and 


| sult. 


ocracy for many years. 
sequently the stiff battle. 


COLUMBUS MAY MELT 





Columbus, O., June 17. 


(12), 


week. 


ky shortage was over. 
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ARN aid ; RMR A A? it 


| secretary, who accompanied Shel- 
|vey at the meeting, said that his 
they 
j write the document themselves. 
George Heller, American Federation 
of Radio Artists executive secretary 
who is chairmaning the constituional 
Irving 
that he had held no meetings in 
intimated sus- 
| picion of a document that would re- 


| Both the AAAA constitution com- 
| mittee and Shelvey feel that the first 
convention is the most important as 
it will establish the degree of dem- 
Conse- 


Ohio Liquor Board met last week 
to consider whether to melt 
the war-time freeze on issuance of 
new liquor and night club licenses. 
Acting Chairman Frank M. Krebs 
promised a decision some time this 


Spokesmen for the Ohio Taverns, 
Inc., the Buckeye Brewers Assn., and 
the Buckeye Retail Liquor Dealers 
Assn., agreed that the need for the 
freeze had ended, and that the whis- 


Geo. M. Cohan, Jr., Makes 
N.Y. Bow at State Aug. 7 | Who's Kissing Her Now” debuts at! 


George M. Cohan, Jr., will make 
his N. Y. bow at Loew’s State, Aug. 
7. Son of the late song-and-dance 
man debuted several months ago in 


Later he played a cafe date in 





| face at the Village Vanguard and 
| co-owner , 
ithe Blue Angel, is prepping a Eu- 





US. Cafes Stymied In 
Quest of Postwar B.0. 
Talent in Europe: 


While postwar Europe has so far 
failed to turn up many acts of con- 
sequence for the American market, 
N.Y. bonifaces haven’t given up 
attempts to unearth new talent on 
the continent. Dario, operator of 
La Martinique, N.Y., is currently 
inspecting acts in England and 
France, while Max Gordon, boni- 
with Herbert Jacoby at 
ropean trip for the same purpose. 
Jacoby flew to Europe last week. 

Other cafe owners, including Lou 
Walters of the Latin Quarter, New 
York, have also gone on European | 





italent hunts without unearthing any | 
lacts that have developed into name | 
| fodder. 


|prewar reps. A 
| Maurice Chevalier, 


| 


|'Embassy, N.Y., but failed to hold | 
‘up on a subsequent visit. Latter is 
ithe only postwar 


LIQUOR PERMIT FREEZE 


‘ 


Sole continental turns that mean | 
top grosses are still those that had | 
Among them are | 
Lucienne Boyer | 
and Jean Sablon. Charles Trenet, 


clicked for a time at the defunct 


import that} 
looked like a name possibility. 
Withal, bonifaces feel that there’s 


| be reviewed by the complete AAAA plenty of new faces overseas that 
| warrant exploitation, and as long as 
| name 
|exists, they’ll keep trying. 


shortage of American acts 





A. & C. Talking 
Copa, N.Y. Date 


Abbott and Costello, set last week 
for the Roxy theatre, N. Y., in Au- 
gust, may also go into the Copaca- 
bana, their first New York nitery 
date since hitting the bigtime. Duo 
is dickering with Monte Proser, 
Copa’s boniface, to open following 
the current Mitzi Green engagement. 

Roxy deal differs from that under 
which comics last played the house. 
Comics will go in alone, instead of 
coming in with a troupe. Sammy 
Rauch, Roxy booker, and the house 
staff will build a show around them. 
They got $20,000 last time in. Cur- 
rent deal hasn’t been disclosed. 

Copa date is still up in the air, 
inasmuch as it’s not known how 
much time will be open between 
Miss Green’s date and Lena Horne’s 
preem which occurs at the conclu- 
sion of her Capitol theatre, N. Y., 
engagement. 





Jessel May Do 1-Niter With 
Own Pic at Roxy, N. Y. 


George Jessél may make a one- 
night appearance at the Roxy thea- 





Caseades, N. Y. 
“I Do Do Do Like You” which she 
duets with Heatherton. His glee 
club (all band members) rounds out 
the outfit. 

Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica 
Rascals prove a sock novelty. Boys 
win solid returns running the gamut 
from “Heartaches” to “Donky Ser- 
enade.” While the rascals score with 
their knockabout comic _ antics, 
midget Johnny Puleo points up their 
routines with his own clowning. 

Arthur Ravel’s relief band, con- 
sisting of five rhythm and a saxa- 
phone, capably supply Latino 
rhythm for the rhymbaddicts. Cas- 
cades, on the whole is off to a good 


| start in New York’s summer hotel 


roof sweepstakes. 


Teeland, N. Y. 
McGowan & Mack, Jerry Mapes, 
Jo Anne McGowan, Bobby Temple, 
Harriet Lorraine, Ice-Ettes (6), 
Blimpy Blank Orch, Lou Menschel 
trio; $2 minimum. 








The Iceland’s current show brings 
home the fact that the iceshow in- 
dustry has come of age. Blades dis- 
plays are now showing second-gen- 
eration performers. 


Show is highlighted by the pres- | 
ence of McGowan & Mack, the vet | 


adagio team, Jerry Mapes, son of 
Evelyn Changler and Bruce Mapes, 
and Jo Anne McGowan, daughter of 


turesque patterns. His spins and 
glides are facile and routines imag- 
inative. Work at the Iceland gives 
only fair indication of capabilities 
inasmuch as the 18 to by 20 skating 
space doesn’t permit him to pick up 
enough speed to really let go. 

Miss McGowan shows indications 
of becoming an ace ice acro artist. 
Also because of space limitations, 
work is confined to comparatively 
simple flips, but they’re done with 
agility. Sole weakness is in routines, 
but as she gains broader experience, 
she’ll pick up more imaginative 
stuff. 

Another promising youngster is 
Bobby Temple, who does a good job 
of hurdling. He jumps over chairs 
and tables to garner warm mitts. 
The McGowan and Mack twain do 
their w.k. adagio for hearty results. 


Other billed is Harriet Lorraine, a 
lush looking singer who has donned 
skates for this job. She has a warm 
voice but renditions need more color 
to put her in the upper brackets. 

The line of six with choregraphy 
by John Von Gassner, enliven pro- 
ceedings considerably with a series 
of pictureque numbers. Costuming 
is adequate. 

Rest of the show Is by the two 
orch leaders, Blimpy Blank and Lou 
Menschel who with one of the side- 
men go through an old burlesque 
routine, which the hen-party trade 
eats up. 

Spot in order to put on the icers 
has had to overcome considerable 
difficulty. Unable to put in a tank 
which disappears under the band- 








tre, N. Y., around Aug. 6, when film | 
{he produced for 20th-Fox “I Wonder | 


that theatre, 
Jessel played the Roxy last season 
for $10,000 weekly. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., June 17. 
Birthday greetings are in order 
to Tootie Emerson, Sig Mealy, Joe 
Denicolo and Charley Dowe. 


Duncan Mounsey, production as- 
sistant of the recent flop, “Louisiana 
Lady” visiting frau, Elizabeth Moun- 
sey, who is perting up nicely. 

Loretta Munger shot in from 
Albany to cheer up Jim Wotton, who 
recently suffered a setback. 

Al Guffanti, National Screen Ser- 
vice staffer who graduated here, in 
for a check-up and back to work 
with an all-clear. 


Gang at Hippodrome, Marietta, | 
Ohio, glad to hear that Louise Barnes | 
mastered thoracoplasty operation. 

Frank (RKO) Scheedel, who 
mastered recent operations, upped 
for pictures once a week. 


Charles Kaufhold visited by wife 
who shot in from Harrisburg, Pa. | 
Victor Gamba, who is showing nice 
improvement cheered up via visit 
of Esther Morrisette. 

Dick Moore (& Killian) upped 
for meals and pictures after a too 
long siege in bed. Ditto for Joe 
Denicolo and Thomas Curry, who 
is skedded for fall go-home papers. 
_ Among those in infirmary respond- 
ing nicely are Laura Sloan, Sophie 
— Helen Inglee and Alice Dud- 
ey. 

Thanks to Ivan Selig and Harold 
Greenwald for their kindness for 











sending “We The Patients” portable 
phonograph and record albums for 
the Rogers Lounge room. 

Write to those who are. iil. 





stand, it has had to cup the skating 
surface with a sectional dance floor, 
which makes for a laborious job of 
removing and replacing. Jose. 


Celiege Inn, Chi 
(HOTEL SHERMAN) 
; Chicago, June 11. 

Vido Musso & Stan Kenton AIll- 
Stars (9) with June’ Christy, Mel 
Henke, Honey-Dreamers (5), Linn 
Burton, Rosemarie Dempsey & Carl 
Marx; $2.50 minimum. 





After much to-do about whether 
management could deliver Stan Ken- 
ton crew because of leader’s illness, 
the Kenton All-Stars under direction 
of Vido Musso are now holding forth 
in another of the disk-jockey policy 
floor shows at College Inn. 

Band, composed of nine Kenton 
boys, seven of whom were with him 
when he retired and two who are 
former members, has kept original 
Kenton style which recently made 
them platter success. Aside from. 
their jazz sessions for dancers, they | 
offer many fine ballads, one of most 
noteworthy being, “Peg o’ My Heart.” 
During show, strongest mitt-getter is 
Vido Musso’s alto sax medley of 
“Gone With Vido,” and “Come Back | 
to Sorrento.” Ray Wetzel, roly-poly 
trumpeter-vocalist. does two num-'| 
bers late in bill, “All of Me,” with a! 


Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 46 





the adagio team. Both indicate | 

they’ll go places. | 
Mapes displays superior dance- | 

form and has evolved pic- 


deadpan effect, and “I’m Glad I’m 
Not a Tree.” 

June Christy who is another Stan 
Kenton graduate joins the boys’ neat 
version of “Across the Alley from 
Alamo.” Follows with catchy, throb- 
bing job on “Willow Weep for Me.” 


The Honeydreamers, two gals and 
three boys, are snappy in “Movie 
Tonight.” Their background consists 
of several local radio shows and 
four of them are former members of 
famed St. Olaf Choir. ‘“Mahzel,” an. 
other turn-table favorite and “Be.« 
ware My Heart” complete their stint, 

Mel Henke fits in perfectly with 
his stylings of classical “Fire Dance” 
by De Falla, and dressing up “‘Tea for 
Two” half of which he presents in 
slow, lazy manner and rest in 
stepped-up beat. In his finale “Honky 
Tonk Parade” he receives salvos 
from a hep boogie crowd. Honey- 
dreams give neat assist on number 
from off-stage. 


Linn Burton, popular local disk 
spinner, weaves show _ together, 
emcees and does skit with Rosemarie 
Dempsey, presented as “Model of 
the Month.” 

Carl Marx is now doing several 
shott swing dance numbers with the 
Musso group, aside from his always 
popular antics. Hunt. 
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ZIRCON RING 


$0 KT. AND 14 KT. VELLOW AND WHITE GOLD 


Looks like $500 genuine diamond. Dazzling, 
genuine Zircon from mystic Siam. Beautifully 
set in luxury yellow and white gold mountings. 
So real looking your friends. won't be able to 
tell it from an expensive creation. Send ring 
size and remittance with orders or will ship 


C.0.D. Tax. 


only. 


20% Fed. 


Include 


WHY WEAR DIAMONDS? 





Limited time 





Mans Cenuine 
ZIRCON RING 


Firey stone set Pws 


in yellow or white TAX 
gold mounting, 





Order today. 
Send ring size. 
Include 20% Fed. Tax, 
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WA’APPENS! 


America’s No. 1 Rumba Personality 


PUPI CAMPO 


and his orchestra 


Now...Chelsea Hotel 


Atlantic City 
Per Dir. G.A.C. 
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653 llth Ave., N. Y., CO. 5-9375 
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BUDDY CLARK 
Recommends 


LEO KAHN 


VOCAL COACH AND ARRANGER 
210 West 54th St. Circle 6-3973 
New York City 
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OBITUARIES 


ANNIE gree ‘aes 
ie Hart, 87, former singin 
Sedieunt who made her N. Y. 
bow many years ago in “The Biack 
Crook” at the old Niblo’s Gardens, 
died June 13 at Fair Haven, N. J. 
Her ancupegpnty ~f spanned vaude, 
ue and legit. 
a coeeanet to “Crook” she 
branched into vaude as a single at 
Tony Pastor's, where she popularized 
such songs as “The Hat Me Father 
Wore” and “The Bowery Grena- 
diers,” which years later she dupli- 
cated in a long and successful tour 
of London and other European 
ic halls. 
carn show with John L. Sullivan, 
world champ pugilist, both here and 
abroad. , 

She had also appeared in burlesque 
in the 80s with Ida Siddons troupe 
and Rentz-Santly, among others. She 
was widow of Billy Lester of team 
of Lester & Allen, with whom she 
appeared and who died in 1889. She 
also was with Weber & Fields for 
several seasons in their N. Y. music 
hall and in the musicomedy series of 
the Roger Bros. More recently ap- 
peared in “Irene” and original 
“Show Boat.” Her last appearance 
was some years ago with Joe Laurie, 
Jr. in his “Memory Lane” revue. 
After that she retired. 

She was a life member of the 
Actors’ Fund and is survived by a 


nephew. 





KARL STALL 

Karl Stall, 76, veteran character 
actor who appeared mostly in musi- 
cals, died in New York, June 14. 

Born in Cincinnati, he made stage 
bow 50 years ago with the Murray- 
Lane Opera Co. in New Orleans. 
After turn of the Gentury he acted 
with Mme. Schuman-Heink, and 
with the late Camille D’Arville be- 
fore appearing in the original pro- 
duction of “Mlle. Modiste” with 
Fritzi Scheff, and in “Paradise of 
Mahomet” supporting Grace Van 
Studdiford. He also, appeared in 
“Sari,” “Maytime,” “My Maryland” 
and “Blossom Time.” 

He was a member of the Actors’ 
Fund, The Lambs, and Equity since 
1914. 

Requiem Mass will be held today 
(Wed.) at 9:30 at St. Malachy’s 
Church, N. Y. C. 

Survived by daughter and son. 





MRS. EDWARD F. ALBEE 

Mrs. Edward Franklin Albee, 85, 
widow of the theatre magnate who 
was president of the Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum circuit, died at her home 
in Larchmont, N. Y., June 13. 

Born in Boston, she married Albee 
in 1881 when he was managing the 
P. T. Barnum road show. Two 
years later he teamed with B. F. 
Keith to found circuit that bore their 
names and develop vaude as it 
flourished until sound films nudged it 
out. Circuit was sold to RKO 17 
months prior to Albee’s death in 
1930. 

Survived by son, Reed A. Albee, 
and a daughter. 





PAUL DORN 
Paul Dorn, actor, succumbed to a 


‘heart attack after a performance at 


Seamen's Institute, N. Y., Thursday 
(12) night. Prior to coming to the 
U. S. from native Germany, he 
worked in companies of Gerhad 
Hauptmann, playwright-producer. 
In the U. S. he appeared in stock 
and also on Broadway in “Fiesta,” 
Arthur Hopkins’ “Channel Road” 
and on tour with “Young Sinners,” 
“The Passion Play,” “Miracle at Ver- 
dun” and other productions. 
Survived by a sister. 





BRONISLAW HUBERMAN 

Bronislaw Huberman, 64, interna- 
tionally known concert violinist, 
died June 16 at his home in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

After expulsion from Nazi Ger- 
many, in 1933, he organized the 
Palestine Symphony Orch in 1936 
when Arturo Toscanini conducted 
the first concert. He appeared with 
N. Y. Philharmonic Symphony in 


the 1941-42 season under Bruno 
Walter, 





IRMA VINCENT 

Irma Vincent, 58, former musical 
comedy actress, died in Buffalo, N.Y., 

week, 

She was a pioneer in theatrical 
labor organizations, having been a 
member of the White Rats and later 
Equity. Around 1920, she appeared 

Vaudeville with Felix Haney in a 
skit “Man of the Hour.” 

€r the past 12 years she was a 


film inspector at the Buffalo MGM 
branch office, 


She also toured in. 





WILLIAM C. JERVIS 

William C. Jervis, 40, for the last 
two years manager of the National 
Theatre Supply Co. in Pittsburgh, 
died in that city last week. 

Before going with NTS, he was 
with RCA for 15 years and had been 
district manager of photofilms of 
that firm in Pittsburgh. 

Leaves widow and two sons. 





THOMAS O’BRIEN 
Thomas O’Brien, 56, former screen 
actor, who worked for D. W. Grif- 
fith, Thomas H. Ince and other early 
producers, died June 9 in Los 
Angeles. 
O’Brien retired from, the films 10 


years go to. become a_ deputy 
sheriff. 
FLOYD C. FORCE 
Floyd Charles Force, 71, screen 


actor and one of the’ original Key- 
stone Kops, died June 9 in Holly- 
wood. 

He started his film career 35 years 
ago and was the first Santa Claus 
in the annual Christmas parade on 
Hollywood blvd. 





C. E. PEPPIATT 
: SAM GROSS 
C. B. Peppiatt, 53, 20th-Fox mid- 
east division sales manager, and Sam 
Gross, 48, 20th’s Atlantic district 
manager, were killed in the crash of 
an airliner Friday (13) in West Vir- 
ginia. 
Details in Pictures section. 
LEON NELSON 
Leon Nelson, Negro entertainer, 
died in Albany, June 13—two weeks 
before a benefit in his behalf was to 
be held. 
Nelson, recently at Duncan’s Inn, 
Albany, had been 
months. 





GEORGE (CHUCK) BARKHAM 

« George (Chick) sarkham vaude 
performer, died June 4 in Philadel- 
phia. He formerly teamed with Jack 
Reynolds, but more recently had 
done a single act in vaude and 
niteries. 





NINA L. HUDSON 

Nina L. Hudson, 69, retired musi- 
cian, died in Chicago June 11. 

She was violinist with Boston La- 
dies’ Symphony Orchestra for many 
years and later led her own orch. 

Survived by three sisters. 





GEORGE W. FOSTER 
George W. Foster, 68, manager of 
the Virginia, St. Louis, died in that 
city last week. 
He had been associated with Fred 
Wehrenberg circuit for 40 years. 





HAL STONE 
Hal Stone, of Stone and Nina 
Kaye, died suddenly in England 
June 8 of heart failure while under- 
going a hospital checkup. 





Father, 82, of Madeleine White, of 
Monogram’s eastern publicity staff, 
died June 13 at Lynbrook, L. I. Sur- 
viving, besides Miss White, are 
widow, four daughters and a son, H. 
Edward White, of Eastman Kodak’s 
N. Y. office, 





Wife, 33, of Frank E. Chizzini, 
manager of NBC’s recording division 
in Chicago, died in that city last 
week. Husband and mother survive 
her. 





Herman Heuser, 52, German legit 
actor, died in Haifa, June 5. He was 
former actor-producer of the Berlin 
State theatre. This year he formed 
the Haifa Art Theatre. 

Survived by widow. 





Father, 63, of Edward Stockmar, 
network sales manager of NBC Cen- 
tral Division, died in Chicago June 
10. 





H. L. “Pete” Canova, 43, Judy 
Canova’s brother and business con- 
sultant, died June 11, following a 
heart attack in North Hollywood. 





Mether of Frank Marshall, Warner 
Theatres exec, died at Markham, Va., 
June 12, 





Mother of Frank Marshall, War- 
ner Bros. theatre exec., died June 
12 in Markham, Va. 

Mrs. Rowena Louise 
mother of Barbara Lucas, business 
manager of Damy Variety, died 
June 13 at her home in Hollywood. 





Father of Jack Klotz, of Asso- 


ill for several | 


Willett, , 


ciated Booking Agency theatre dept., 
died in New York June 15. 





Wife, 33, of Frank Chizzini, man- 
ager of NBC Radio Recording Di- 
vision died in Chi on June 11. 





Father of Howard Duff, screen 
and radio actor, was killed June 7 
| in an automobile accident in Seattle. 


MARRIAGES 


Ann Bogard to Tommy Summers, 
Las Vegas, June 7. 
screen actor. 





N. Y., Friday (13). Groom is summer 
strawhat producer; bride a mag staff- 
writer. 

Jacqueline Freeman Wertheimer 
|to Henry Edwards, Hollywood, June 
| 11. Groom is a film producer. 
| Margaret Atkinson to George 
| Scott Barnes, Las Vegas, June 7. 
Barnes is cameraman. 

Louise Ziskind to Irving J. Git- 
lin, New York, June 15. Groom is 
asst. research director at Columbia 
Broadcasting System. 

Doris Jacobs to Jay Reich, Pitts- 
burgh, June 8. Bride’s the daughter 





of Sid Jacobs, WB district theatre | 


manager; groom’s Sun-Telegraph’s 


theatrical ad man. 

Merle Rubin Adleman to Jack 
Young, Miami, May 19. Groom's a 
Pittsburgh record distributor. 

Ethel Ornata to Alfred Miller, 
Pittsburgh, May 15. Bride’s on WB 
exchange staff. 

Maxine Keim to John Schlichter, 
Kansas City, May 24. Groom is Jack 


Gloria Jean Hunt to Ray Carksky, 


of Ray Hunt, manager of Rialto 
Theatre, Chi.; groom heads Balaban 
& Katz’ candy dept. 

Rita Niesse to Frank Sorells, Syra- 
| cuse, Ind., June 11. 
'ter of Carl Niesse, owner of Vouge, 
Indianapolis, he’s manager of that 
theatre. 

Barbara Blake to Malcolm Gordon, 
N. Y., June 14. Bride’s daughter of 
Benjamin K. Blake, shorts producer 
| at Columbia Pictures. 
| Helen Walker to Leonard Fabian, 
| New York, June 22. Groom is nitery 
| comedian. E 

Margaret Edge to Philip Johnston, 
June 14, Tia Juana. Bride is mem- 
ber of Jerry Fairbanks flackery; 
groom is artist. 

Helen F. MacFalls to George A. 
Tasker, Philadelphia, June 17. He’s 
head of artists and repertoire for 
Vitacoustics Records. 

Betty Wong to Charley Low, San 
Francisco, recently. Bride is nitery 
dancer; he’s operator of Forbidden 
City nitery in that city. 


BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Stone, son, 
Hollywood, June 6. Father is.a film 
producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Palmer T. Beau- 
dette, son, Hollywood, June 12. 
Mother is Cobina Wright, Jr., social- 
ite-actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack London, son, 
Los Angeles, June 11. Father is pro- 
gram manager for KRUX, Phoenix, 
Ariz. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Grunwald, 
daughter, New York, June 11. Father 
was former ed of VARIETY Radio 
Directory and now managing ed of 
Business Week mag. 

Mr. and Mrs. Will Baltin, son, New 
Brunswick, N. J., June 9. Father is 
secretary-treasurer of Television 
Broadcasters Assn. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Crown, 
daughter, New York, June 10. 
Father is foreign sales manager for 
Samuel Goldwyn; mother (Marian 
“Rufus” Crane), was former personal 
rep for Dinah Shore, 

Mr. and Mrs. Esco Larue, daugh- 
ter, Tulsa, Okla., June 7. Father and 
mother (Trixie, the juggler), are in 
“Ice-Capades.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Calhoun, daugh- 
ter, East Liverpool, O., June 5. 
Father and mother, former Jeanne 
Winkler, are nitery singers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Cervarios, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, June 1. Father 
is a theatre owner. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Henry, daugh- 
|ter, Hollywood, June 12. Father is a 
radio director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Lane, daughter, 
Los Angeles, Jure 16. Father is 
choral arranger at Paramount; 
mother is former Betty Thompson, 
ex-Conover model. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Sarno, daugh- 








is Paramount publicist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Morrison, son, 
N. Y., June 13, their second child. 
Father is treasurer of the Lyceum 
theatre, N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Kaplowitz, 
son, N. Y., June 14. Father is War- 
ner Bros. theatre executive 





Groom is a 


Betty Goldstein to Carl Friedan, | 


Anthony, announcer at KCKN there. | 


Chicago, June 6. Bride is daughter | 


Bride is daugh- | 


ter, Santa Monica, June 14, Father | 








| Variety Bills 


WEEK OF JUNE 18 





Numerals in cennection with bille below tmdicate opening day of show 
whether full or split week 


Letter in parantieste indicate circuit: (I) Inde 
( 


mdent; (L) Loew; 








) Paramount; (BR) RKO; (W) Warner 
NEW YORK CITY BATAVIA Riviera Wives 
| Capitel (1) 19 New F (W) 20-21 | Jackie Miles Bob Lee 
| Guy Lombardo Ore | Tex Terry Co Gracie Barrie Kay Carole 


The Pitchmen 
Jean Carroll 


Musie Hall (1) 18 
|Kathryn Lee 
Sharkey 
Selma Kaye 
Wiere Bros 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
i Sym Ore 
| Paramount (P) 17 
| Lloyd Schaffer Ba 
| Perry Como 
| Larry Storch 
4 Evans 
Satisfiers 

Roxy (1) 18 
Jerry Lester 
| Salici Puppets 
|Art Lund 
;} Jan August 


State (L) 19 
The Del Rios 
| Bil & Cora Baird 
Harry Kahne 
Maureen Cannon 
| Bert Wheeler 
Saul Grauman Rev 


Strand (W) 20 
Ted Lewis Orc 
Geraldine DuBois 
Eileen Ayers 
|} Julee Ann 
| Pat Yankee 
| Shirley Sharon 

& Wanda 

Paul White 

Elroy Peace 
| ONX 
| Windsor (I) 22-23 
|} Kim Yen Soo Co 
| Rose & Laden 
Louis & Oliver 
Grace Martin 
| Ray & Harrison 

QUEENS 
Jamaica (1) 18-21 
| Detrick & Diane 
Owen & Parker 
| Jane Ruby 3 

Peter Chan 
Russ Mack & Page 
| Duval & Allison 
| Billy Romano 
| Jack Oleson 
|; Lenore & Charles 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Casino (I) 14 
| Ed Sullivan 
| Dale Evans 
3 Extremes 
| Robert Sis & White 
3 Arnauts 

BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (I) 19 
Vaughn Monroe Or 
The Moon Maids 
Frank Fontaine 
Johnny Mack 

State (I) 19-21 
Royal Whirlwinds 
Jack Spoons 
Sammy Moss 
The Del Martins 





J & M Nagie 
Judy Lane 
Bobby Sargent 
3 Bright Spots 


Sons Purple Sage 
Dorothy Peters 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 26-22 
Lioyd & Willis 
Bobby Byron 
Gleason & Sanborn 
Howell & Bowser 
The Kayos 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 20 
Desi Arnaz Rd | 
Rudy Cardenas } 
Dulcina 
Nonchalants 
Oriental (i) 19 
A & © Fenton 
Pansy the Horse 
Jayne Walton 
Ming & Ling | 
Ray Lang Ore j 
MIAMI | 
Olympia (FP) 18 | 
Pritchard & Lord 
Eddie Bartell 
Joy Hodges 
Don Zelaya 
H Boyd & Jigsaws 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 19 
The Dunhills 
Duke Art Jr 
Jay Kirk 
M Louise & Chas 
Farle (WW) 70 
Tov & Wing 
Tat Hill Co 
T:m Herbert 
Louis Jordan Ore 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 20 
3 Dons & Donna 
Johnny Bachman 
Johnnie Devereaux 
Chembers & Blair 
Moose Quartet 
Dick Vernon 
SALT LAKE CITY 
Lyric (1) 16 
Jan Rubini Varne 
& Sarita 
Jinmy Kennedy 
Wolfe Trip 
Lucille York 
Billy Farrell 
SAN FRANCISO 
Golden Gate (R) 18 | 
Dick Haymes 
Helen Forrest 
Gloria Gilbert 
Dick & Dot Remy 
Wesson Bros 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (1) 19-22) 
Hi Lo Jack & Dame 
Martini & Pace 
Hermandos 3 
Stage McMann 3 
Don Cummings 
Grandma Perkins 
TOLEDO 
Param’nt (1) 21-23 
Louis Prima Bd 
Nip Nelson 
3 Claire Sis 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 19 
Geo Church 
Marilyn Hale 
Vivian Marshall 











Ralph Slater 














Cabaret Bills 











Blue Angel 
Alice. Pierce 
Mare Lawrence 
Lil Green 
Nype & Cote 
Jay Marshall 
Ellis Larkins 2 


Cafe Soctety 

(Downtown) 
James MacColl 
Mary Lou Williams 
Buck Miller Ore 


Cafe Society 
(Uptown) 
Lucienne Boyer 
Dave Martin 8 
Abbey Albert Ore 
Carnival 
Olsen & Johnson 
C & T Valdez 
Dick Buckley 
Blackburn Twins 
Michael Edwards 
McManus Orc 
Reid Orc 
China Dol 
John Tio 
Moo Song 
Fran Yang 
Jadine Li Sun 
Tai Sings 


Copa 
Mitzi Green 
Mel Torme 
Copsey & Ayres 
Gerri Sutton 
Terry Allen 
Nancy Doran 
Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Alverez O 
Diamond Horses! 
Ross & La Pierre 
Siri 
Herman Hyde 
Turner Twins 
Rosebuds 
Billy Banks 
Tables Davis 
Renald & Rudy 
Jack Mathers 
Noble Sissle Ore 


Syd Strange Ore 
El Chico 


Porita Rios 
Caballeros 
Alice Farrar 
Havana 
R & L Reyes 
A Luis 
Noro, Morales 
Bertica Serrano 
Sacassas Ore 
Mare Starr 
iceland 
Lucille Peterson 
McGowan & Mack 
Jerry Mapes 
Joanne McGowan 
| Blimpy Blank Orc 
as | Clark 
atin Quarter 
Sophie Tucker 
Pinky Lee 
Del Rios 
Bonney 
Debonairs 
Ralph Young 
Ceeil Lewin 
Chick Gladke 
Vincent Travers O 
Little Club 
Walter Gross 








NEW YORK CITY 





Leon & rdaie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Trudy Richards 
Tahja 
Mayo Bros 
Danny Sullivan 
Judy Sargeant 
Shepard Chorus 
Art Waner Ore 


Monte Carle 
Joel Shaw Ore 
Rhumba Orc 
Roberto 


Hoiel New Yorker 

V Lombardo Ore 

Marion Spelman 

June Arnold 

Joe Sater Trio 

Bissell & Farley 

4 Esquires 
Waldorf-Astoria 

Phil Regan 

Griff Williams Orc 

Mischa Borr Ore 


Belmont-Plaza 
Bob Dixon 
Phil Leeds 
June Taylor Ders 


Ruban Blev 
Ronna Lord 
Day Dawn & Dusk 
Elliot & Jurist 
Cedric Wallace 3 
Wally Blacker 


Versailies 
Bob Grant Ore 
Lisa Kirk 
Myrus 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Harry Ranch Ore 
Toni Palmer 
Duke Alden 
Jimmy Treston 
Pappy Below 
Eddie Stone Oro 
Nino 
Hotel Biltmore 
Ray Heatherton 
Arthur Ravel Ore 
Minevitch. Rascals 
Hotel Commodore 
Bobby Byrne Orc 
Johnny Desmond 
Hotel Lexington 
Alomas Hawailans 
Hotel Pennsylvant: 
Randy Brooks Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
Roberto & Alicia 
Stan Fisher 
Chas Reader Ore 
Hotel 
Pancho Orc 
Jacques Peals 
Monte Orc 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Lawrence Welk Or 


Laszla & Pepito 

Paul Sparr Ore 
Hotel Taft 

Vincent Lopez Ore 

Charlie Drew 

Maya Orc 

No. 1 Fifth Ave 

Pat Bright 

Jack Kerr 

Hazel Webster 

Downey & Fonville 





Beatrice Kraft 

S Morgan Dcre 
Ray Malone 

Tony Bavaar 

Joel Herron Ore 
Curbello Orc 
Village Vanguaré 
Josephine Premice 
Eddy Manson 
Three ; Flames 


Stuart Langley 

Peggy Palmer 

D’Quincey & Giv'’ne 
Zimmerman’s 


Paul Smith 
Janczi Makula 
Zsiga Bela 
Paulens 

Doris Haywood 





Don Frye Gene Kardos O 
Blackhawk Hotel Sherman 
| Ray Pearl Carl Marx 
Sherman Bros Honey Dreamers 
| Sabina Stan Kenton Ore 
(nez Paree Video Musso 
Danny Thomas Mel Hanks 


Miriam Lavalle 
Dorothy Porter 
Marty Gould 
Barry Sherwood 


Hotel Stevens 
Henry Brandon Or 
Jack Fulton 
Donna Lane 


Rode’es & Phyllis | Franks & Janye 
Adorables (12) Lola Ameche — 
Copacabana Lathrop & Lee 


Bobby Lee 

Lee Gilmore 

Boulevar-Dears 
Latin Quarter 

Gertrude Niesen 

Doe Marcus 

The Garcias (2) 

Latin Lovelies 


Tony Canzoneri 
Joey Adams 
Mark Plant 
Estelle Sloan 
Buddy Worth _ 
Arne Barnet Ore 
Janet Gaylord 
Hotel Bismarck 
Debutantes 
Paul Rozini 
Eddie Fens Ore 
Benno Delson Ore 


Bob Lee 

Buddy Shaw Ore 
Pulmer House 

Jack Fina Ore 


Helsings Herb Shriner 
Janet Stevens Susan Reed 
Randy Brown Abbott D’ncers (12) 
Mickey Sharp 
Denny Miles Rio Cabana 
Sid Fisher Ore Thelma Carpenter 


Sonny Richards 


Hotel Blackstone 
Estelle & LeRoy 


Bill Snyder Ore 


Joe Frisco The averse (6) 
Cee avidson re 

H Edgewater Beach > 

Henry Busse Ore Vine Gardens 

Myrtle & Picaud Dick Gale 


Haags Elephant Rita Yoraks 
Preston Lambert Johnstones 
Jackie Soo 


Rudell 
“ai Joa Kish Ore 


D Hill 





D' cers 








Fashion Fair 


Continued from page 1 


son. What they ain’t got that the 
Fashion Fair's got is a trained seal, 
a tenor (Michael Guido), piano play- 
ers (Paul Berlin, Dolores De Mar- 
tini), legit actors (Gil Herman, Lou 
Neistat, Cathy MacGregor, Grace 
Coppin), a comie with stooges (Lew 
Parker), an adagio team (Andre, 
Andree & Bonni), a film and now 
radio name (Jinx Falkenburg), a 
pro set designer (Raoul Pene du 
Bois), and a pro producer (Leon 
Leonidoff), who has seen to it that, 
with the same cast doubling, the 
four shows a day on the five stages 
in rotation, run off precisely and 
briskly on time. 

Attendance falls into two cate- 
gories: first, members of the garment 
industry (medium-price range) com- 
paring their competitors’ merchan- 








dise with their own, and, it is said, 
storebuyers taking advantage of an 


opportunity to see several lines in 
one place; second, and by far the 
larger, the general public. 

White Shoes and Giggies 

The general public resembles the 
ladies who cluster around the doors 
at the radio networks’ giveaway 
shows, wearing white shoes and al- 
ready giggling. This group has an 
instinct that tips them off just be- 
fore the finale of each show, to send 
them racing away to the next stage 
platform in order to grab a scat. 

Miss Falkenburg’s “Hi Jinx” ex- 
perience (NBC, 8:30 am. daily) 
makes her the ideal Fashion Fair 
m.c. She can now drop manufac- 
turers’ credits into her patter as 
easily as lobbing tennis balls, at 
which she’s pretty adept, too. And 
she’s learned to give to her whole 
performance the refined schmaltz, 
candid girlishness and alert loyalty 
to her sponsors that evokes the title 
of the junior Mary Margaret Mc- 
Bride. There can be no higher 
praise. 

Entrepreneur of the Fashion Fair 
is smart operator Jerry Finkelstein, 
prez of Leader Enterprises (also 
National Antique Show, Pentagon 
Publishing Co., Fashion Trades, the 
Civil Service Leader). Ducats, $2, 
plus 40c tax (at these prices Bon- 
wit-Teller’s and Lord & Taylor’s 
windows are better buys); half price 
if you're on National Antique Show’s 
mailing list. And you can stay away 
from the dishes in the sink all day 
fopens 11 a.m.; last show, 11 p.m.). 
Finkelstein has done a nice job for 
Leader Enterprises; Lew Parker 
plugs the National Antique Show, 
too. Although “Fashion Fair” is a 
bit inaccurate as this first produc- 
tion’s title—“Assemblage of Some of 
the Garment Industry’s Medium- 
Price Range” would be closer, inas- 
much as high-style, high-price crea- 
tors always keep their surprises 
secret—fortunately, it’s got a show 
business section that comes through. 
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State, N. Y. 

Joe Smith & Charlie Daie, wiih 
Henry LaMarr, Alan Chester, Nancy 
Donovan, Don Cummings, Dolinoffs 
& Raya Susters (4), 4 Step Bros., 
Emerald Sisters, Sammy _ Fidler 
House Orch; “The Yearling” (M-G). 





Smooth layout of standard acts at 
State on current stanza, with accent 
on novelty and comedy, played with 
sufficient gusto to make the hour's 
running time a breeze that’s refresh- 
ing. : 

Edwards Sisters, good-looking 
team, pace proceedings with fast 
tumbling and other acto feats, all 
nicely timed, to garner neat recep- 
tion. Four Step Brothers, colored 
hoofing quartet, follow and register 
with hoofology that incorporates 
practically everything in the book, 
with lads outdoing e th other in 
challenge stuff and other contribs 
to provoke plenty palm-pounding. 

Don Cummings is also likeable 
with his lariat stuff interspersed with 
running line of comedy chatter that 
makes a tasty prolog for his rope 
stunts. His barb at announcers, 
when television comes, is a sock 
getaway. Nancy Donovan, attractive 
titian haired songstress, with nice 
pipes, gets them from walkon and 
holds them with soothing vocals of 
“Passing By”-“Mam’selle” medley, 
Irish ballad and “I’ll Be Seeing 
You.” j 

Then comes the comedy panic 
when Joe Smith and Charlie Dale 
ankle on for their perennial, “Dr. 
Kronkheit” skit. Despite years of 
service it’s still sock stuff for laughs 
—and got plenty here. It’s been up- 
to-dated some, tightened here and 
there, and handled expertly as ever 
by the vet comedians. Henry La- 
Marr and Alan Chester aid the 
comies in the skit and also display 
good singing voices in duets on 
‘Onl A Rose” and “Donkey Sere- 
nade,” with comics making it a quar- 


tet for “Anniversary Song” and 
“Mammy” for more sockeroo re- 
sults. 


Dolinoffs and Raya Sisters click 
on terping and novelty in their nifty 
production act. It’s their first ap- 
pearance in some time, having been 
frozen in Europe during the war. 
Their skeleton dance illusion and 
toy shop characters are refreshing 
and stand out as ever. Man and 
three gals are accomplished dancers, 
whom on appearance and talent are 
an asset for either vauders or class 
niteries. , 

Sammy Fidler crew, which has 
taken over during hiatus of Lou 
Basil and regular house orch, turns 
in nice job on showbacking. Edba, 


Capitol, Wash. 


Washington, June 13. 
Sylvia Froos, Milton Douglas, 
Marie Louise & Charles, Richards- 
Adair Dancers; “Buck Privates 
Come Home” (U). 





Capitol’s quartet of acts are pleas- 
ant fare, but lack usual speed and 
sparkle which typify house’s offer- 
ings. Pace is even, but highspots are 
too few to give customers the ex- 
pected lift. 

Sylvia Froos, headliner, well de- 
serves top billing. Gal’s voice is 
along Kate Smith lines, loud and 
lusty, and well designed for a large 
hall. Her. style is_ distinctive, 
marked by sure-fire showmanship. 
Gets best returns in a novelty ver- 
sion of “Chloe,” which includes 
takeoffs on some of the better known 
competition. Another standout is 
nifty version of “Managua Nicara- 
gua.” 

Milton Douglas fills comedy spot 
with a fast line of chatter, for which 
he gets uneven returns. Much of 
routine clicks, but a good part of it 
is over the heads of homey type 
audience Capitol garners. Does best 
with a series of capital-flavored 
jokes, well paced, and right up this 
town’s alley. Bit of singing he does 
reveals a voice which might well 
become a more integral part of act. 

Richards-Adair dancers, four gals 
dressed as leopardesses, with two 
male trainers, has been here before, 
but is flashy and eye-filling enough 
to bear repetition. Acro stunts are 
well handled. 

‘ Marie Louise, with male assistant, 
makes pleasant curtain raiser in a 
circus type aerial act. Lowe. 


Orpheum, Omaha 
Omaha, June 14. 
Desi Arnaz Orch, Dulcina, Car- 
eent Canfield Smith; “Swell Guy” 
(U-I). 





Closin 
show only a few days before open- 
ing at the Orpheum Friday (13), 
Desi Arnaz had his job cut out for 
him. Hitting town two days before 
opening, ad adding two acts, the 
Arnaz opus wes set in time for 
opening day. The Orpheum was 
thronged from the moment the box- 
office opened, indicating a new 
record. 

Arnaz has fast show, stressing 
Latin-American rhythms, inter- 
spersed with comedy. Arnaz gags 
sree, mainly about Hope and gets 
aughs. Also scores with “Cuban 
Cabby,” “Babalu” and “El Cundan- 
chero.” With Dulcina, his singer- 
dancer he does a riotous specialty 
“Rhumba or Lindy Hop” with the 
rhumba winning. Dulcina contribs 
torrid combo of cooch shimmy and 
hr'a. 

Band numbers 20 with three 
gtrings plus woodwinds to balance 


with the Bob Hope air| 


the strong brass section. Arnaz him- 
self does his popular Conga drum 
novelty aided by the band. Canfield 
Smith’s ventro act gets over solid 
and Cardenas does nicely in jJug- 
gling stint. : 
It’s a big, colorful show running 
a little overtime (70 minutes) chief- 
ly because of the insistent applause 
after each number, Encores ran a 
little high. Toward the middle of 
the week, maestro pruned show to 
an hour without sacrificing potency. 
On overall a slick stanza. Rach, 





Olympia, Miami 
Miami, June 14. 
Harvey Bell, Harry Rose, Flau- 
retta & Co., Barr & Estes, 3 Edwards 
Bros., Les Rhode House Orch; “The 
Verdict” (WB). 





Current layout makes for divert- 
ing vaude though lacking in marquee 
lure. 

Harvey Bell toplines and scores 
nicely with his ballading. Features 
“Melancholy Baby,” ‘Blue Heaven,” 
“September Song” and Irish melo- 
dies to healthy mitting. Winds with 
Jolson-Cantor sequence in blackface 
for sock bowoff. 

In emcee slot Harry Rose handles 
introes in slick manner and in own 
spot garners plenty laughs via 
some slick patter. Biggest laugh- 
getter is interp of opera. 

Edwards trio teeoff with tricky 
handstands and lifts. Gasp bringer 
is spot in which one lad balances on 
teetering array of chairs. Earn 
solid reception. 

Terp section has Barr and Estes 
with their eccentric hoofery and 
comedy biz for good returns. 
Flauretta & Co. survey standard 
legerdemain, including bird-disap- 
pearing and beer-appearing trickery 
with smooth delivery. 

Les Rhode orch backgrounds com- 
petently. Biz fair. Lary. 


Apollo, N. Y. 
Luis Russell Orch (16) with Lee 
Richardson, Charioteers (6), Billy 
& Eleanor Byrd, Pete Nugent, Lucille 
Chance, Spider Bruce, John Mason, 
John Vigal, Vivian Harris; “Born to 
Speed” (PRC). ; 


With Luis Russell and the Chario- 
teers .as marquee lures this week, 
Apollo’s bill stacks up as fair hot 
weather fare. Long a_ standard 
Negro band, Russell’s combo gets 
the show off to fast start with a hot 
“Windy” followed by novelty, “After 
Hours Creep.” Outfit is plenty strong 
in the brass section with seven side- 
men, while five reed and four rhythm 
round out the aggregation. 

Pete Nugent, tall terper, works 
hard in varied routines to fair re- 
turns. Pert Lucille Chance, who’s 
unbilled, deftly blends some fast 
taps while skipping rope, then does 
a back-bend to lift a chair held in 
her teeth. Rises to an upright posi- 
tion with seat clenched in molars 
while stepping for strong applause. 

Lee Richardson, band’s featured 
vocalist, pipes three numbers of 
which “I’m Yours” is best. Voice is 
reminiscent of the “Ol’ Man River” 
school. While his tones are natural, 
he could improve his salesmanship 
by less clasping of mike. Billy & 
Eleanor Byrd, dance duo (New Acts) 
register well. Spider Bruce, John 
Mason, John Vigal and Vivian Har- 
ris handle comedy blackout to usual 
hefty applause. 

Charioteers, four lads from radio 
sartorially shine in light blue suits. 
Open with “Gaucho Serenade” and 
follow with “Baby, All I Want Is 
You.” Their class arrangements are 
best pointed up with a smash inter- 
pretation of “Ride, Red, Ride.” Boys, 
accompanied by piano and bass, win 
sock returns. 


Oriental. Chi 
Chicago, June 12. 
Jayne Walton, Ming & Ling, Al & 
Connie Fenton, Pansy the Horse 
with Anne Evans, Ray Lang Orch 
(14); “Copacabana” (UA). 


With lengthy picture, “Copaca- 
bana” as box-office draw, spot has 
shortest stage show (half hour) in 
some time. Revue is similar to pre- 
vious stanza, reminding of yester- 
year vaude, with added modern 
touches. 

Dance Duo, Al and Connie Fenton 
teeoff, with neat hoofology, ac- 
centuated by clever leaps and spins, 
for good return. 

Anne Evans, shapely blonde, plays 
ringmaster for Pansy the horse. An 
ugly, yet lovable animal, the almost 
human horse garnered lots of laughs 
by disobeying commands of mistress. 
_ Jayne Walton, songstress, looker 
in strapless white gown, wins nice 
reception on “It’s A Good Day,” 
“Copullito De Alili” and “Chiapane- 
cos” are similar to “Champagne 
Lady” which made her popular, toa 
medley of top tunes also satisfying. 
Winds with “Maria Elena” to solid 
sendoff. 

Ming and Ling, gaudily attired 
Chinese hillbillies are standout. They 
do capable job:on tunes like, “My 
Sing Song Girl” and “Red Rivet 
Valley,” as prelude to comedy cross- 
fire. Ling follows with his battle of 
crooners, with imitations of Sinatra 
and Crosby, and though he doesn’t 
sound much like either, reveals 
good pipes. Also does takeoff on 
Jolson and joins Wing in impresh of 
Ink Spots for plenty applause. 

Ray Lang orch does usual fine 











Casino, London 
London, June 10. 


Chico Marx, Gloria Jean, Peggy 
Ryan, 3 Peters Sisters, Max Wall, 
Freddies Bamberger, Halama & 
Konarski, Tommy Burke & Co, 
Veronica Martell, Wheeler & Wilson, 
Skating Avalons, Harold Collins 
Orch. 





Chico Marx is particular bright 
spot on this bill. Marx proves his 
mastery of piano, patter and show- 
manship, perfectly blended, to win 
solid returns. 

Next in popularity is Peggy Ryan, 
whose “Ugly Child” song, eccentric 
behavior and dance wins approval. 


Gloria Jean, film starlet, scores 
with Irish ditties and other songs. 
She has a natural. simplicity and 
charm which won the first-nighters, 
but her voice does not carry in so 
large a theatre. [With her singing 
of “The Lord’s Prayer” unfavorably 
received, she withdrew from show 
Thursday (12).] Three Peters Sisters 
were well liked and won boisterous 
applause. 


On the British side there’s some 
lively competition, Max Wall, fave 
London comic, is a brilliant gagster 
who keeps ’em happy. Freddie Bam- 
berger, another old-timer here, is 
equally good and Wheeler and Wil- 
son, comics capture house in their 
seat. 


Polish dancers, Halama and Kon- 
arski give international flavor to the 
show. Their waltzing and Spanish 
number, like a Bolero. of ever-in- 
creasing tempo, has remakable 
power and artistry. 


Flying Avalons, Tommy Burke & 
Co., Veronica Martel and Harold 
Collins’ Casino Orch turn in class 
material to a program that’s inter- 
esting rather than sensational. Yet 
it is far above any other variety 
show in London at the moment. It 
has freshness, fun and novelty. 
Bernard Delfont, who presents it, 
has started well. The question is 
whether he can keep it up. _ Ebet. 


Earle, Philly 
Philadelphia, June 14. 
Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis, Ches- 


terfields (3), The Barretts, Susan 
Miller, House Orch with Louw 
Shrader; “The Devil Thumbs a 


Ride” (RKO). 





Earle patrons accustomed to long 
run of name bands are in for a 
change of pace this session. 


With Lou Shrader and the house 
orch on stage, a pair of youthful 
tapsters, the Barretts, boy and gal, 
open show in whirlwind _ style. 
Youngsters dance well, put all 
they’ve got into routines, and garner 
nice returns. 


Susan Miller, songstress, put lots 
of zip into “It’s a Good Day,” plenty 
lustiness into “More Than You 
Know,” and a nifty style to clever 
lyrics of a calypso, “It’s a Crazy 
World.” 

The Chesterfields, three husky, 
muscular guys who appeared in 
“This Is the Army,” go through in- 
teresting routine of acrobatics, work- 
ing well and smoothly together so 
that even most difficult tricks ap- 
pears easy. Win nice appreciation. 

Jerry Lewis, up-and-coming young 
comic, who emcees, and team-mate, 
Dean Martin, give the bill a good 
sock climax with their clowning and 
singing. On the vocals, Martin dis- 
plays finesse with straight versions 
of “Mahzel” and “Mam’selle,” and 
bn switches to comedy version of 
“Maria.” 


_ At this point, Lewis gets mixed up 
in the proceedings for some satirical 
impersonations of film stars, a 
parody of “That Old Gang of Mine,” 
comic twist to “Donkey Serenade,” 
and a hilarious bit of business on 
“Old Man River” as Martin attempts 
to warble. 

Martin and Lewis are young, tal- 
ented, but need to learn that gags 
panning the audience are not in good 
taste. Biz fair when caught. Shal. 





Vaude Comeback 


Continued from page 1 








their own, chiefly tab revivals of 
former operettas and musicals. This 
is cued by recent purchases of 
scenery, costumes and other equip- 
ment of flop musicals by Jake Shu- 
bert, most recent purchase being 
the effects of “Louisiana Lady,” 
which succumbed to boxoffice ane- 
mia after four performances two 
weeks ago. 


It is not unlikely but that Harry 
Howard, who had been a prolific 
| producer of production acts, will 
produce some new ones and revive 
several that played but a few spots 
previously due to lack of playing 
time. Same goes for Al Borde, for- 
mer Chi producer of “Follow the 
Girls,” hit musical which had long 
Broadway run, who planned a unit 
version of show but abandoned idea 
when unable to get enough playing 
time to warrant investment. 


Two plans of operation of new 
circuit are being considered. One is 





job on show backing. Hunt. 








a well-staffed booking office a la the 


Keith-Albee Circuit with agents 
and producers franchised for annual 
fee, which would freeze other than 
franchised members doing business 
with it. Other plan would be to just 
route shows on fee basis, in addition 
to theatre percentage, which would 
probably be handled by the current 
United Booxing Office, which 
routes legit shows and in which 
Shuberts have control interest. 
Shows would be confined to two-a- 
day policy. 


Shuberts have three N. Y. houses 
under consideration for new policy, 
Century, Majestic and Winter Gar- 
den, the latter when current deal 
with J. Arthur Rank interests for 
$7,000 weekly rental expires. They 
have others in Chi, Detroit, Boston, 
Philly and other key cities set for 
the plan. 


Shuberts also figure beating most 
nitery biz around the country is 
taking will adjust acts salaries from 
abnormal figures of the lush war 
era, because of fewer spots able to 
afford them, as well as developing 
new talent and new faces for show 
biz. 

Shuberts tried vaude once before 
in 1923, when legit production was 
at even a lower ebb than anticipated 
in coming season. The straight vaude 
bills clicked in tiieir good houses on 
first season, despite. heavy opposi- 
tion and threats of “blacklisting” of 
acts playing Shubert houses by the 
then vaude trust, Keith-Albee. On 
second season they formed Affiliated 
Circuit, which housed vaude units 
produced by former burlesque pro- 
ducers of the old Columbia Wheel, 
tuning up for the swan song. Also 
at the time Shuberts were prolific 
producers of musicals and revues. 


New Acts 


STAN IRWIN 
Comedian 
15 Mins. 
Kitty Davis’, Miami Beach 
Stan Irwin is another of the 
borscht belt grads to hit this town 
as an unknown and click as a worthy 
addition to comedian ranks. 
Amazingly self possessed for a 
youngster starting out on the cafe 
circuit, he purveys a collection of 
fresh stories and gags that should 
have him coming up fast, once he 
gets used to getting full values from 
his material. ° 


Best items are dialect takeoffs in 
which he twists sometimes familiar 
stuff into smart channels via addi- 
tion of new and imaginative lines. 
A lot of it goes over the auds heads, 

Most of the routines are talk, but 
the lad shows he can handle a song 
in his version of “Managua, Nica- 
ragua.” Looks ready for nitery ops 
looking for a young comic in me- 
dium bracket category. Lary. 














NYPE & COTE 
Songs 

10 Mins. 

Blue Angel, N. Y. 

Nype and Cote, a clean-cut and 
personable boy-and-girl team, are 
an excellent singing duo that can 
provide relaxgtion in smart intimer- 
ies, but will have hard sledding in 
other media, save legit. They have 
nicely modulated voices, careful dic- 
tion, and tuneful arrangements, that 
make nice blends. 


Numbers are mainly from musicals. 
Tunes like ‘All the Things You Are” 
provides best showcasing. Neat 
treatment of Jerome Kern number, 
that includes a deal of counterpoint, 
make for melodic moments. Other 
tunes, “Isn’t It Kinda Fun” and 
“Sunny Side of the Street,” give 
them sufficient variety. Jose. 


JACK PARKER 
Juggler 
7 Mins. 
Olympia, Miami 

Jack Parker is a slim, blonde 
youngster who shows plenty know- 
how in stint here. He impresses as 
a comer in his particular field, work- 
ing with a smoothness and ease that 
belies his youth. 

Only fault at present is shortness 
of his sequence. His juggling adroit- 
ness on clubs and balls garner gasps 
and giggles. All adds up to a_ fast 
moving, applause getting turn. 

Once he adds some additional 
tricks to stint he'll do better. As 
is he’s ready for the better vaud- 
filmers and smarter niteries. Lary. 


BILLY and ELEANOR BYRD 
Dancing 

7 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

While billed as a team, male 
partner does most of the chores. 
Couple open together, lad in light 
suit and gal in pink gown. Male 
follows with a slow tap routine and 
works it up to a sock finish. 

Gal rejoins partner for tandem 
acro stuff for finale. On overall, act 
has fair amount of originality and 
with further polish should be okay 
for similar vaude situations or 





niteries, 


Roy Rogers’ Sharpshooting, 
Thrill Acts Spark New 
Rodeo at N. Y. Polo Grounds 


Roy Rogers’ Thrill Circus which 
may become an annual outdoor fix. 
ture, opened an eight-~day date at 
the Polo Grounds, N. Y., Sunday 
(15) afternoon to good attendance 
mostly children, at 60c scale for 
latter. There are four more book- 
ings to follow current engagement 
those dates to be under Shriner 
auspices and if profitable a route 
will be layed out next summer. 

Judged by performance only a 
weather hazard will hurt the chances 
of the Rogers show, How the small 
fry went for Republic’s sagebrush 
star was something and when he 
asked the kids to yell “Happy 
Father’s Day,” they sure did with 
plenty gusto. Rogers made himself 
more solid with the moppets than 
ever with an exhibition of sharp 
shooting. First he used shotguns, 
then yanks out six-shooters using 
either hand to hit balloons and clay 
pigeons. He sure exemplified a two- 
gun man to the kids. Singing rider 
also brought out Flicka, Thunder. 
head and Smoky, three picture 
horses. 

Tom Packs, wrestling promoter 
and fight manager of St. Louis, hag 
the Rogers show. He formerly 
backed Larry Sunbrock. Evidently 
they quarreled and Sunbrock came 
in ahead of the Rogers show, spot- 
ting his troupe at the Yankee Sta- 
dium. Whether that took the edge 
off Packs’ outfit is not sure but Sun- 
day night’s attendance was slim. 
Ernie Young, who staged girl acts 
out of Chicago, is associated with 
Packs. Dave Malcolm, announcer, 
steams up “house” to applaud the 
rather far-flung layout. 

All featured thrill turns appeared 
as programed and there are several 
daredevil acts, along with circus 
turns, half a dozen of which were 
formerly with the Ringling, Barnum 
and Bailey show. Included among 
them is Terrell Jacobs’ wild animal 
act, Cages and arena are parked 
around second base, with platforms 
at first and third, a ring being at 
home plate. Giants infield grass 
section is roped off. Robinson’s and 
Will Hill’s elephant turns work on 
platforms, latter doing best with his 
pair of trained mammoths. There 
are three former big top perch acts, 
Five Antaleks which are best, Pape 
& Renee and Francisco & Dolores; 
also several Jap gymnastic acts now 
billed as Chinese troupes. 

The Wallendas, former RBB top 
thrill high wire act, is a feature, 
working under the name of the 
Berosinis. Troupe started season 
with their own show but it flopped. 
Wallendas are working with a net. 
One thriller is A. E. Seldon, who 
sways atop high steel pole, a stunt 
that seemed to give even adults the 
jitters, then slides down a wire sup- 
ported by strap on back of neck. 
Another is P. J. Ringens, a guy who 
rides a bike down an elevated in- 
cline and flops into a tank of water. 
The Zacchini canhon act is the 
finale, Victoria being “shot” out of 
the muzzle, 

Two flying acts are in action, 
others in the show include Mark 
Smith’s horses, also a so-called bare- 
back ballet with six girls astride the 
nags, the Mighty Milos, four Eltons 
and Alf Loyal’s, Gautier and Moore 
dog acts. Generally the show is 
spread out too much to be as effec- 
tive as an indoor or tent show but 
lighting at night helps. 

NBC televised the first two per- 
formances using two image orthicon 
cameras, paying the Rogers outfit 
for the rights. Only night perform- 
ances during the week until Satur- 
day and Sunday (22). Ibee. 


Jubilee Expo | 
Continued from page 1 


month shindig at the Grand Central 
palace and new construction along 
Park avenue from the N. Y. Central 
Bldg. at 46th street. It’s planned to 
build an upper tier to the swank 
street where the outdoor exhibits 
would take place, and normal traffic 
would proceed as usual underneath. 

Opening of the Golden Jubilee is 
expected to coincide with the com- 
pletion of the first group of build- 
ings of the United Nations, and is 
expected to attract as many visitors 
as the previous Whalen display. 

Invitations to business and indus- 
try participants are expected to go 
out shortly after official approval of 
Whalen’s preliminary plans. 

There’s also the possibility that 
the Jubilee construction along Park 
avenue will remain permanently as 
a possible solution to the city’s vex- 
ing midtown traffic problem. 

Golden Jubilee, like the World’s 
Fair, is expected to provide further 
lift to the New York’s entertain- 
ment industries and hotels. Terrific 
influx of monied visitors, as well 8S 
foreign diplomatic personnel in con- 
nection with UN, is likely to boost 
takes in theatres, cafes, etc. 

The Silver Jubilee of the merging 
of the boroughs was marked in 1923 
by a lesser display. 
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Broadway Preducers Cite Shows 


- Whose Costs Are 


Unnecessarily High 





High cost of operation in connec- + 
| Ballet Names Take | 
Fling at Speaking Parts 


Broadway legits has been 
the topic of considerable discussion 
lately in managerial circles. There 
seems to be little doubt by most 
showmen that some shows are un- 
necessarily geared too highly, cause 
being traced to mistakes of the pro- 


tion with 


Two ballet names assume speaking 
roles in legit this summer. 
Irina Baronova, former 





ducer in at least some instances. 
Subject arises now over the revela- 


tion that it costs almost as much to slay 


operate “Alice In Wonderland,” a | 
straight play, as the sum required 
to break even for some musicals. 

“Oklahoma!” is rated the number | 
one musical in point of moderate 
operation cost, it being claimed it’s 
able to break even at a gross of 
$16,000 weekly, a mark it has not 
even approximated although the 
show completed its fourth year in 
March. “Finian’s Rainbow” can 
break even with $22,000 per week, 
about half the sum it’s grossing | 
now. Same goes for “Brigadoon,” | 
in both cases that takes in the the- 
atre’s operation cost. , 

Recently “Alice” grossed so much | 
as $21,250 but broke even with $1.22 
to spare. Statement of the net was 
for the week ending May 24 and 
included the cost of moving the, 
show from the International to the | 
Majestic, making expenses, there- 
fore, higher than for a normal week. 
But it’s also revealed there are 28 
stagehands handling the play, which 
is heavy on settings, more men than 
backstage for the musical “Briga- 
doon.” 

A route is being pencilled in for 
“Alice” starting in the fall but by 
that time the scenery will be cut 
down so that the show can travel 
with two baggage cars. Understood 
there was considerable discussion 
within the American Repertory Co. 
before Eva Le Gallienne and Mar- 
garet Webster, its heads, agreed to | 
changing “Alice” so that it could be | 
operated more efficiently. Changes | 
will permit reducing the siz® of the 
crew when the show takes to the 
road, and there will also be fewer 
musicians than the 17 men in the 
pit. 

There will be no other ART ac- 
tivity mext season, according to 
present plans, “Alice” having defi- 
nitely replaced “Androcles and The 
Lion” for the road. ART owns only 
@ minor interest in “Alice,” Rita 
Hassan and associates controlling 
the balance. 


TWISTER ALMOST BALKS 
PITTSBURGH OPERA 


Pittsburgh, June 17. 

Tornado which swept through tri- 
state district last week made a virt- 
ual shambles of the summer opera 
company’s huge removable stage at 
Pitt Stadium. Also put the sound 
system on the fritz and virtually 
wrecked the lighting plant. It all 
happened just a few hours before 
performance time, and it looked for 
& while as if show mightn’t go on. 
However, A. L. Wolk, local coun- 
cilman and one of the directors of 
Civic Light Opera Assn., got to work 
immediately, secured temporary am- 
Plifiers and light boards, and put a 
crew of 50 men to work clearing the 
debris and getting a makeshift stage 
in operation, with the result that 
Performance went on according to 
schedule. Following day, manage- 
ment took out a big ad in all the 
dailies thanking various craft un- 
ions for the yeoman job in putting 
Stadium gear into shape. 

Damage was estimated at around 


000, most of which was covered 
insurance, 








Gt. Northern to Be Sold 


‘In Chi Foreclosure 


Chicago, June 17. 
‘ Great Northern theatre and office 
Idg. and the Majestic hotel, theatri- 
cal hostelry, will be sold in a tax 
foreclosure sale here June 30. Ad- 


jacent properties are owned by Ben; 


and Harry Gold, who have an- 
ieee intentions of spending 
a for rehabilitation of the 
dgs. They have offered a minimum 


| Playhouse in 


dancing-talking role in the Broad- 
way legiter, “Follow The Girls,” will 





Ballet | 
Russe premiere dancer, who had a | 


| 


one of the leads, along with | 


Uta Hagen and Paula Lawrence, in | 


at the Hampton, L. I., 
August. Donald Sad- 
Theatre, will play 


“Dark Eyes,” 


dlier, of Ballet 


lead roles for the Crest Pier Theatre | 


Co. at Wildwood Crest, N. J. 

A third, Vera Zorina, will do the 
talking role in the American pre- 
miere of Honegger’s symphonic 


| 


| 


work, “Joan of Arc at the Stake,” | 


next concert season, appearing both 
with the N. Y. Philharmonic-Sym- 
phony in January and the Chicago 
Symphony in April. 


N.Y. Fire Dept. Hot 
Over Thea. Cooler 


A number of Broadway legit the- 
atre managers have been served 
with summonses issued at the in- 





dering them to appear in N. Y. mu- 
nicipal court June 27 to explain 
why they are operating refrigerat- 
ing plants without licenses. Matter 


particularly those 
freon gas, about which there has 
apparently been no previous com- 
plaint. 
missioner Francis M. Quayle wants 
each theatre equipped for such re- 


the premises 24 hours daily. 

Only seven legiters have freon 
systems, which are regarded as the 
most modern and efficient plants, 
others being operated with 
gas being explosive 
high heat. 
tems are the Beck, Miller, Music 
Box, Ziegfeld, Coronet, Winter Gar- 
den and Broadway, latter two show- 
ing pictures. 

Music Box recently converted to 
freon from ice at a reported cost 
of around $50,000, replacing the ice 
system installed five years ago. Cost 
of freon operation is around $250 
a week, whereas ice costs between 
that figure and $400, according to 
the size of the theatre and to what 
extent the house is kept at a com- 
fortable temperature. 


Bldg. Sale Sees Doom 
Of English Theatre, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, June 17. 
Doom was sounded for the English 
theatre, historic home of legit in In- 
dianapolis, with sale of the English 





to the Equitable Life Assurance: Co. 
of New York for $2,100,000. 

While Vincent Burke, manager of 
the theatre, declared the deal will 
not interfere with its operation next 
season, Equitable plans to begin 
construction of a department store 
under long term lease to J. C. Pen- 
ney & Co., on the spot within a 
year. 

The English was built by Capt. 
William H. English in 1880, open- 
ing Sept. 27 of that year with Law- 
rence Barrett in “Hamlet” as_ its 
attraction. It was remodelled to 
its present form by the late Capt. 
William E. English, his son, in 1897. 
Most of the theatrical greats of-the 
past 60 years have appeared on its 
stage. 

Elimination of the old opera 
house is expected to give new im- 
petus to the drive for a civic audi- 
torium in Indianapolis. Pending this 
development, Keith’s and the Murat 
are considered as possible outlets for 
rlegit attractions. 


New Curly for ‘Okla.’ 


Pittsburgh, June 17. 








a Of $122,000 to settle a tax de- 
inquency of $206,000 plus $392,000 of 
accrued penalties and interest. 
Shubert brothers have been re- 
building theatre which has been 
. sed for over a year, to comply 
ae regulations. Spokesman for 
~~ erts said that their lease for 
€atre would not be disturbed in 


the event of a tax sale or property 
Changing hands. 


Wilton Clary, who was a perman- 
‘ent member of summer opera com- 
|pany last year and was to have 
dittoed this season at Dallas, has 
obtained a release from his contract 
in order to sign with Theatre Guild 
for the role of Curly in Broadway 
cast of “Oklahoma!” 

He’s currently rehearsing role and 
expects to step into the show with- 
jin the next 10 days. 


laugh. 


| 
| 


j 


| “Father.” 


Rex-Wrecker Nathan 


George Jean Nathan has been 
a subscriber to Variety for 
many years, and the influence of 
this paper’s “Stix Nix Hix Pix” 
type of headline has apparently 
had its effect on the veteran 
author and critic. 

On Monday (16), in the New 
York Journal-American, Nathan 
captioned his drama _ column, 
“Rex Bex Hex; Wrex Rex Pex.” 
The column was on “Open 
House,” a recent floppo, and its 
presenter, Rex Carlton. It’s 
rumored Nathan defied a Co- 
lumbia University professor of 
word etymology to interpret his 
headline. 











‘Father’, Champ 








Continued from page 1 — 


Oscar Serlin first tried out at Skow- 
hegan, Me., in 1939. 


The record performance was 
greeted witn enthusiastic plaudits. 
Flowers were heaped in abundance 
at the footlights. Finally, Lindsay 
addressed the audience and the play- 





| ers, with humorous reference to all | 
}hands. He 


introduced several for- 
mer small fry who had acted kid 
parts during the early years of 
That they had grown up 
six-footers 

Everybody who 
kissed Miss Stickney (Mrs. Lindsay), 


to be 


|} including Serlin and finally “Buck” 


| Crouse. 


-‘stigation of the fire department, or- | 


} 


at issue pertains to cooling systems, } 
operated with | 


Understood that Fire Com- | 
| stead of $3.60. 


frigeration to have an engineer on! 


also most costly to install, all the | 
ice. 
Freon is a chemical refrigerant, the | 
if subject to| 
Theatres with those sys- | 


hotel building, in which it is located, ! 


/on Broadway, 











Only Crouse did it several 
times. Asked why he didn't say 
something, Crouse said he couldn't 
because he was weeping from ex- 
citement. Serlin’s many guests then 
went to the Crown Room of the 
Matchabelli perfume shop on Fifth 
avenue, where there was champagne, 
and plenty of it. 


“Father” moved to the Alvin last 
night (17), a much larger and air- 
cooled theatre, with prices 
in half. Show is now $1.80 top in- 
Warners’ picture ver- 
will show at 


sion, incidentally, 


provided quite a | 
came on | 


slashed | 





The Runners-Up 


With “Father” setting a new 
longrun record in modern show 
biz Saturday (14), list of run- 
ners-up, through Saturday are: 

“Tobacco Road,” 2,182: “Abie’s 
Irish Rose,” 2,327; “Oklahoma!” 
1,804; “Arsenic and Old Lace,” 
1,444; “Hellzapoppi.,” 1,404; 
“The Voice of the Turtle,” 1.325; 


“Angel Street,” 1,295; “Light- 
nm’,” 22301; “Hervey,” 1,110; 
“Pins and Needles,” 1,108; ‘Kiss 


and Tell,” 956. 








Skowhegan Aug. 14, the date that 
“Father” opened its tryout, and the 
next day will start at the Hollywood 
around the corner 
from the Alvin. It’s possible that 
stage and film versions will run at 
the same time but that’s dependent 
on whether the play will operate 
profitably up to that time. It played 
in the red a number of weeks prior 
to the record performance. Lindsay 
and Miss Stickney, who re-entered 
the cast Saturday, will continue for 
at least two weeks. 


“Father” is in its 397th week. It 
would not reach a full eight-year 
stretch until Nov. 8 but the record 


is based on the number of perform- | 


ances, “Tobacco Road” having held 
the previous mark. Only other cur- 
rent shows in the longevity sweep- 
stakes are “Oklahoma!”, which is 
one .notch back of “Abie’s Irish 
Rose,’ which is in third place; 
“Voice of the Turtle” and “Harvey.” 


Touring in the Fall 
Whether or not the stage “Father” 
continues, it will be roadshown in 
the fall again, as it has every season 
since it opened, and it’s also possible 
that the play will be seasonal on 


Broadway for a limited engagement. | 


That’s the same idea planned for 
“Oklahoma!”, when and if it ever 
closes. 


No publicity was ever emphasized 
about the amount of profits gleaned 
by “Father,’ which has a claimed 
total gross approximating $10,000,000 
from the New York and road com- 
panies. Stated, however, that the 
14 or 15 backers have received over 
$20 for each dollar they invested. 
There are four players of the orig- 
inal cast still with “Father,” Ruth 
Hammond, A. H. Van Buren, who 
has played the lead a number of 
times; Dorothy Bernard and Richard 
Sterling. Among the former young- 
sters in the original cast introduced 
Saturday were John Drew Dever- 
eaux, who became an Army Officer 
during the war, and Richard Simon, 
a fighter pilot. 

The critics generally called the 


Current Summer on Bway Running 
Behind 1946, Both in Biz and Shows 


¢ This summer on Broadway is defi- 


° nitely running behind last year in 

Year-Round Legit the number of shows and last year 

. . $ Fri there were also more lusty grosses 

For Tivoli in SCO | then are current, Legit list totals 

San Francisco, June 17. | 93 shows, whereas last mid-June had 

All-year-round professional thea- | 9g supporting the forecast that the 
|tre productions for San Francisco, 


a Sinai ik te BD go most casual summer on the main 
| under auspices 0 € new san Fran- | stem since before the war is likely, 











ric g rj ¢ 7 | . 
pone Fey bg a” inaug- | Mid-July last year saw 22 shows 
v . ; . listed; at mid-August there were 
Pieces ee be gyre sell ms | 19 survivors, but at the time there 
\ eakaied Psy a Pb mse tion and | “8S 82 upsurge in attendance. The 
aise y pt Cc subs pric next two months will see as many 


membership fees. Ten to 12 pro- 
fessional productions are planned an- 
nually in the Tivoli, a Blumenfeld’! 
house, which is being leased by the 
assn. 


Delay in Bldg. 
NY. Legits Seen 


as 10 shows departing. 

There is little chance that a more 
virile list will develop this side of 
autumn, only one new show being 
slated to open before then, as com- 
pared to approximately 50 tryouts 
| expected in summer stocks, towards 
| which interest of show people has 
| veered. There has been no stand- 
outs presented on Broadway for at 
least two months, so the springtime 
was no more effectual than is ex- 
pected of the summer, 

Hotels are reported crowded with 
There will be no razing of legit | Vacationers and conventionites, but 
theatres in Times Square for at least | ** there’ is a limited number of fa- 
another year, nor building of new vorste shows, out of towners do not 
houses in the Sixth or Eighth avenue figure to support the in-betweeners. 
areas, according to well-informed | ee “og of the latter classification 
doesn. Ch ar enieained ales wi e able to hold on is doubtful 
\olaia tc fer toe hich, wad ie aut even though business should im- 
| likely that the forecast drop in realty wag soomie of the visitor volume, 
| values by the end of the year will cag Moar that outdoor attrac- 
laffect the situation. The cost of s have the call, particularly night 
| building one legiter at normally baseball games, and tickets for them 
$1,000,000 ‘would spproximate double are virtually supporting the ticket 
that amount if a new house of com- | agencies. “Laura,” now in Chicago, 


| parable construction is erected at | is dated for the Cort June 26, “Dark 





| 


| this time. it’s felt | Memory,” another booking of the 
; e# ae.) ‘ee month, havin been scratche é 
First theatres slated to come down tryout é atched at 


| are those owned by the City Invest- 
ing Co., which owns the west side of 


| Broadway between 45th and 46th} py 
streets and adjacent houses on both B WAY ACTORS PUT ON 
| east-west streets. City Investing is es 
| making satisfactory profits with the | SHOWS FOR GO8S IN VA 
‘two film houses directly on Broad- | P 
| way, Astor and Victoria, especially | 
|the former (“Best Years of Our 
| Lives”), and is in no hurry ‘to start | have been regaling gobs in the Fifth 
rebuilding, | Naval District, Norfolk, with ver- 
On 46th street, City Investing owns | s10ns of CULTeRS and standard legits, 
'the Fulton and the 46th Street, lat- A unit including Libby Holman, 
| ter flourishing with ‘“Finian’s Rain- gg oe — —— 
| bow.” Between the two houses is | aia Sure. iveh taleiad: “ a coals 
pie Sith ign “eel teagapteriesca ened the tour of Virginia and North Carolina 


brownstone houses owned by the ; ; 
| Shuberts. City was supposed to have | naval station theatres, hospitals and 
| Marine camps, doing a _ musical, 


| acquired Moore's property but option | |, . a : : 
proces of $25,000 was refunded by || Best of Friends,” which Rex O’Mal- 
‘the restaurateur, after legal proceed- ley staged. A sroup headed by Kelly 
‘ings forced the issue. He contended | Flint, radic, film and legit actress, 
‘that the option was not obtained with | OPENS a tour today (Wed.) at Oceana, 
'his consent. Understood that the | Va., in Personal Appearance, 
| switch will not deter City Investing | Which Frank Merlin directed. 
in its building plans for the adjoin-| Shows have been produced | by 
‘ing sites a year or so hence, Dougias Gregory, legit actor. Thus 
| ie far Gregory has presented six shows 
for the Fifth District, others being 


: '“John Loves Mary,” “Dear Ruth,” 
‘St. Louis Muny Maps “Little Brown Jug” and “Male Ani- 
Theatre Imp:ovements 





In a steady N. Y.-to-Va. swing the 
past six months, Broadway actors 








mal.” Units play each show about 
St. Louis, June 17. | two weeks, in 14 or 15 spots in or 
The St. Louis Municipal Theatre just outside the District. Actors 
Assn., sponsor of al fresco entertain- | work for free, but the Navy pays all 
ment in the Forest Park playhouse, | €xpenses, transporting units when 
is completing. plans for wholesale | necessary via Navy bombers. Units 
improvements within the next few are headquartered at Bachelors’ 
years. One of the major improve- | Officers Quarters, Naval Air Station, 
ments will be the installation of new | Norfolk. 
seats which will increase the pres-| Next production will be “Mr. Mer- 
ent seating capacity of 10,000 by | genthwirker’s Lobblies,” a new tele- 
2,000. Other improvements include | Vision show by Nelson Bond and 
the building of a new dressing room| David Kent which caused a stir 
building, costume department, re- | when televised recently, and which 
hearsal stage, and new offices for has been bought for films by S. Syl- 
van Simon, Vaughn Taylor, who 


execs. 
, he op as layed lead in the tele version, will 
Wartime restrictions of building ‘ : ’ 
materials has held up the improve- | 4° Same for the legiter. Navy pro- 
ments now expected to be com- duction will mark its legit premiere. 
pleted for the 1948 season. Gregory's efforts at staging these 
shows for the Navy came about at 


request of Capt. J. M. Kennaday, in 
Ex-Gl’s Stix Legits 


charge of the Fifth District's welfare 

office, who was looking for legit 

, |entertainment of Broadway calibre, 

Earl S. Peed and Thomas L. Reddy, | with Broedway people, ter the geba. 

Marguerite Klar, Kennaday’s assis- 

tant. is in direct charge of the Navy 
side. 


New Orleans’ Big Sked 


New Orléaas:’ June 17. 
— A long list of stage and musical 
turn on “Father” even though there | attractions is set for the 1947-48 
were several partial dissenters, ‘season. Bookings to show here in- 
The -Variery reviewer (Ibee) clude “Annie Get Your Gun,” with 
stated, in part: “Another click has Mary Martin; Victor Borge, “The 
come to town. This one originated | Desert Song,” Rosario and Antonio, 
in the sticks, having been regarded dance troupe; Micklas Ganfi, Hun- 
the leading Broadway possibility in | garian tenor; “Song of Norway,” 
the rural showshops during the past “State of the Union,” John Charles 
summer. It may not be the top Thomas, Morton Gould orch, Maurice 
grosser of the new straight plays, Chevalier, Markova and Dolin ballet 
‘but it’s a likely contender. ‘Life troupe; Don Cossacks’ chorus, Guy 
With Father’ has charm and woos Lombardo orch, and others. In ad- 
laughter, two aftributes which coun- dition, Philharmonic and Symphony 
terbalance a sometimes lagging per- societies will present long season of 
| formance...” |concerts with guest stars. 

















'ex-GIs formerly associated in sum- 
mer stock, have formed Theatre For 
| America, to send out legit troupes 
on tour to off-the-beaten-track towns. | 

First production, Keith Winters’ | 
“The Shining Hour,” will start tour 
through the south July 1. 
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113 Strawhats Tip Their Lids So Far : 
For Record High in the Rural Belt 


Early this week Equity listed 113 
summer stocks, and while a few | 
more are likely to register, indica- | 
tions are that the originally expect- | 
ed total of 125 will not materialize, 
although so far activity in the rural 
spots is a record high. The summer 
of 1947 is running ahead of last | 
year, when there were approximate- 
ly 100 strawhats. Most of them are 
of class A caliber, and there will be 
plenty of name players on view. 

Number of new plays to be tried 
out in the hideaways is not definite | 
but those already scheduled include 


several musicals. At least .one of 
the latter type is slated to appear | 
in at least two rural places. In- 


teresting development this summer 
is the release for stock of Broadway 
clicks, which, however, are not per- 
mitted to tour. 
Chi Rep Troupe 
Chicago, June 17. 
First repertory legit group here 





since before the war last week an- 
nounced a summer schedule of plays, 
starting July 5, at the 11th St thea- 
tre. 
First production will be Robert | 
Sherwood’s “Petrified Forest.” 
Strawhat Concerts 
New angle in strawhats is a series 
of one-night concerts which Marks 





Corp. veepee, is setting up. Idea is 
to use the open night of the week 
for longhair performances. 

First series set will start at 
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse, Jut- 
land, N. J., Monday (23) with Thomas 
L. Thomas, baritone. Others slated 
are Mario Berini, Met Opera tenor; 
Jean Dickenson, soprano; Iva 
Kitchell, dancer; Pierre Luboshutz 
and Genia Nemenoff, duo-pianists, 
and National Male Quartet. Levine 
states he’s dickering with other 
strawhats for similar concert series. 








Gage Harrisburg Director 
Harrisburg, Pa., June 17. 

Richard North Gage, director of 
the Harrisburg community theatre, 
has been named director of the new- 
ly organized Highway theatre, 
strawhat troupe, which will operate 
near Johnston this summer. Eight- 
week season, opens June 28. 





Brattleboro’s 9-Week Season 
Brattleboro, Vt., June 17. 

Brattleboro summer theatre opens 
a nine-week season at the town hall, 
June 30, with Harry L. Young as 
director. Resident company will con- 
tain Nancy Cushman, Anna Minot, 
Emily Lawrence, Bert Whitly and 
Fay Roope, and there will be name 
guest stars. 

Troupe expects to try out a new 
play by Gerald Savory, untitled as 
yet, in August. 





Tours By Motorboat 
Vancouver, June 17. 

Strawhat group here, starting this 
year for first time, is going to hit 
the water rather than the road. 

Group, traveling from resort to 
resort on the coast, will use a motor- 
boat to fulfill its 10-week tour of 
Howe Sound. 

Group, sparkplugged by Juan 
Root, local radio actor, will be made 
up of eight teachers and 10 students. 
Other members of the teaching staff 
include Sam Payne, Frank Lam- 
brett-Smith, Hilda Browne, Doro- 
thy Davies and Doug Haskins. 





’ Wellesley’s July 17 Teeoff 


Boston, June 17. 
Wellesley, women’s college, tees 


off with its summer theatre and 
school July 17 with an enrollment 
limited to 52 students to work with 
a basic Equity company. 





Conducting at Indpls 
Indianapolis, June 17. 

Charles Hedley, former tenor of 
American Opera Co. and now head 
of voice department of Jordan Con- 
servatory here, was named musical 
director of Indianapolis centennial 
productions of “New Moon” and 
“Naughty Marietta.” 

Hedley will conduct all perform- 
ances after opening night of “New 
Moon” July 11, when Sigmund Rom- 
berg will be on podium. 





Lillian Gish’s Intro to Haylofts 
Dennis, Mass., June 17. 
Lillian Gish makes her first sum- 
mer theatre appearance, at Richard 
Aldrich’s Cape Playhouse here, in 
Noel Coward’s “The Marquise,” 
starting July 7. 
Originally Miss Gish was sched- 
uled to do the Coward play here in 


August. She’s also slated to appear 


in the same play at the John Drew | 
theatre, East Hampton, L. I., week | 


of Aug. 11. 





Lendon Show in New Hope Bow 
New Hope, Pa., June 17. 


As the Bucks County Playhouse’s | 
first tryout of the season, operator | 


Theron Bamberger has slated 
“Grand National Night,” a London | 
|meller hit, for production the week 
of July 7. Play’s debut will mark 
its American preem. 

In lead roles will be Bramwell 
Fletcher and Doris Patston. Latter, 
incidentally, is returning from ap- | 
pearances with the St. Louis Mu- 
nicipal Opera Co. for the part. 
|Franklin Heller will direct the 


show. which is being presented by 
arrangement with Warren Munsell 
and Herman Bernstein. 
Lake Shore Players Set 
Buffalo, June 17. 

A company of 10 will comprise 
the new Lake Shore 
Players, opening its first summer 
stock season June 24 at Derby, on 
the south Lake Erie shore near here. 
Troupe includes Alice T. Carroll, 
Edward W. Holmes, Lorraine Lan- 
del, Jo Fischer, Nancy Marchand, 


Glen McCausland, Erica Lindquist, 


Evan E. Tackett, Ranee Miller and 
Louis Landwehr. 





Peck’s Belasco Revival 
La Jolla, Cal., June 17. 
Gregory Peck will give his home- 
town folks an eyeful of his dramatic 
talent in a revival of the David Bel- 
asco play, “Girl of the Golden West.” 
Cast of the legiter, to be staged by 
the La Jolla summer stock players, 
includes Jane Havoc, Dorothy Mc- 
Guire and Murvyn Vye. - 
‘Sally’ for San Antonio 
San Antonio, June 17. 
Jerome Kern’s “Sally” will be 
presented here June 26 in the 
Sunken Garden theatre, with Jane 
Deering in the title role. 





Strawhat Jottings 

Bass Rocks theatre, Gloucester, 
Mass., tees off this week with a 
season of eight revivals along with 
one August tryout, its final produc- 
tion...Starting. June 24 Greenbush 
theatre, Baluvelt, N. Y., tests Conrad 
Smith’s comedy “Trial Honeymoon” 
...Robert Fierman and Aria Allen, 
in association with Dean Goodman, 
took over County theatre, Suffern, 
N. Y., from its former operator, Rob- 
ert Cutler. It’s planned to schedule 
at least one tryout among the sea- 
son’s contemplated 10 productions 
..."Free for All, new musical com- 
edy, slated for tryout at Guy Palm- 
erton’s Playhouse, Worcester, Mass., 
late this summer...Also set for a 
test is “All for Hecuba!”, by Elwyn 
Dearborn and Betty Jo Weaver, at 
the Greenwood Garden Playhouse, 
Peaks Island, Me., starting Aug. 12 
...Allentown, Pa., Hayloft theatre 
opens July 8 under Don M. Dickin- 
son’s_ direction... Reportedly one 
of the country’s three strawhats 
equipped with a revolving stage, 
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse, Jutland, 
N. J., preemed last week. with 
“Dream Girl’...Tryout of Miles 
Malleson’s “Unfaithfully Yours” is 
on the t' eatre’s production slate... 
Pasadena Playhouse claims “Oh! 
Susanna” as its biggest hit in 30 
years. Play was reduced to a one- 
setter by Florence Ryerson and 
Colin Clements from script they 
wrote for Michael Todd. 

Armina Marshall (Mrs. Lawrence 
Langner) stage-directing “The Girl 
of the Golden West,” season's tee- 
off at the Westport Country Play- 
house, Westport, Conn., on June 30. 
June Havoc will star... Four plays, 
including two foreign classics of the 
90's, are on the Hillbarn theatre’s 
production slate at San Mateo, Cal. 
Its seventh season starts July 4 with 
Eugene O'Neill's “The Great God 
Brown” .. . Sayville, L. I. Play- 
house preemed for the season last 
night (Tues.) with “Those Endear- 
ing Young Charms.” 

“Among Ourselves,” by Joanna 
Roos, slated for tryout June 19 at 
the Hedgerow theatre, Moylan, Pa. 
Play was originally called “Reveille” 

One of oldest summer stock com- 
panies, Newport (R. I.) Casino thea- 
tre opens 2lst annual season June 
23 with “Dream Girl’... Sayville 
(L. I.) Playhouse tees off season 
June 17 under Joseph Kramm’s man- 
agement. 

Ruth Amos to béeMead in “Errant 
Lady,” comedy by Nat Dorfman. 





Broadway legit press agent, at Guy 


Playhouse | 


London ‘Turtle’ Changes 


London, June 17. 

The Lord Chamberlain has 
requested alterations in dialog 
of the forthcoming “The Voice 
of the Turtle,” owing to varia- 
tions in the meaning of words 
and phrases on both sides of 
the Atlantic. 

John van Druten, author of 
| the U. S. comedy hit, expressed 
| his gratitude to the censor for 
| 
} 


| 


reminding him, and is now, as 
he says, translating “the offend- 
acceptable 


ing passages into 


English.” 








Palmerton’s Playhouse, Worcester, 
'for one week starting June 23... 
“All For Hecuba” by Elwyn Dear- 
| born and Betty Jo Weaver, to be 
tried out at Peeks Island, Me., week 
|of Aug. 12, Howard Richardson 


| staging. 

Switching from the bucolic to the 
nautical is Lew Danis’ Sail 

| theatre, Germantown, N. Y. House, 

!a remodeled sailloft on the Hudson 

| river, preems July 1 with Somerset 


|Maugham’s “Theatre”...Hunterdon 


| 


| Hills Playhouse, Jutland, N. J., 
jopened last night (Tues.) with 
|“Dream Girl”.. .Putnam County 


| Playhouse, Mahopac, N. Y., gets un- 
derway July 8 with Jill Miller man- 
aging. Its second season is offering 
eight plays in honor of various 
member nations of the UN...“Glass 
Menagerie” will provide the opening 
fare at Cledge Roberts’ Harbor 
Playhouse, Marion, Mass., starting 
June 23, with Madge Skelly in the 
mother role...Ken Parker’s who- 
dunit, “Four Flights Up,” scheduled 
for a tryout at Robert Paine’s 
Greenwood Garden Playhouse, 
Peaks Island, Me., week of July 22 
...Guy .Palmerton’s Lake Whalom 
Playhouse at Fitchburg, Mass., rolls 
June 23 with “The Male Animal’... 
Veterans Memorial Stage, Inc., pro- 
ducing Molnar’s “The Play’s the 
Thing” at the Tanglewood theatre, 
Falmouth, Mass., as well as_ the 
Martha’s Vineyard Playhouse, Oak 
Bluffs, Mass., under auspices of 'bhe 
Theatre Foundation in association 
with Arthur J. Beckhard. 


‘Harvey’ $862,300 
Tops Chi in ‘46-47 


Chicago, June 17. 
Legit boxoffice during the past 
season was a good one in Chicago, 





$6,244,800. 
Top grosser for the year was 
“Harvey,” with Joe FE. Brown, 


which, when it closed after 42 weeks 
here May 30, took away $862,300. 
Second highest money winner was 
“State Of The Union,” with $734,400 
for 31 weeks run. 

Musicals still got higher weekly 
averages than straight legit. “Song 
of Norway” hit $554,000 for 16 weeks, 
and “Up In Central Park” had a 
weekly average of $41,200 for 12 
weeks of last season, a continuation 
of its run in the previous season. 





Quits Pitt Troupe in Huff 
Pittsburgh, June 17. 

Temperamental' difference __ be- 
tween Leo Kerz, the scenic designer, 
and management of summer opera 
company broke out into the open 
last week after simmering for some 
time, and resulted in Kerz’ with- 
drawal from local al fresco project 
by mutual consent. He’s being re- 
placed for remainder of the season 
by Karl Koeck. 

Kerz had threatened to pull out 
right before season opened a fort- 
night ago, but difficulties 
ironed out at last minute. 





Shumlin’s Book Buy 


Legit producer Herman Shumlin 
has purchased the stage rights to 
an unpublished book by William 
Manners titled “Father and the An- 
gels.” 

Novel, to be published by E. P. 
Dutton in August, deals with prob- 
lem of a rabbi and his wayward son. 





WELLES SIGNS COLLEGIAN 


Salt Lake City, June 17. 

Keene A. Curtis, local member of 
the University Players, headed for 
Hollywood last week, when he re- 
ceived a call from Orson Welles to 
join the cast of “Macbeth,’ ’in the 
Republic picture version. 

Curtis, a graduate student at the 
University of Utah, appeared in the 
stage version of the Shakespearian 
drama when Welles produced it here 
the last week in May, 





Loft | 


with take amounting to an estimated | 


were | 





rating was discussed. 
| because so many walked out before 


—» 


Inside Stuff—Legt 


Council of Equity confabbed last week, when newly elected members 
of that body attended for the first time. 
tional amendment making it less rigorous for juniors to attain senior 
Amendment failed to pass at the annual meeting 


After felicitations the constitu. 


it was proposed. Opposition to its 


| passage anyway, because of a supposedly added “joker,” was explained 


| to have been an error. 


| Amendment would give the council discretionary power to elect a 
| Junior even if he had not worked the required 30 weeks within the re- 


' quired minimum of two years’ membership. 


It was pointed out that a 


junior may have appeared in a number of shows without having actually 


performed for 30 weeks. 


Amendment would provide that if he played 


'four or five fewer weeks and appeared in not less than three plays, he 


| 
| adopted. 
| week, 


would be eligible if the council agrees. 
Expected that the amendment will go to a referendum and will be 
Council is now on a summer schedule, meeting every other 


| — 


Guests with John Kieran, Franklin P. Adams and Clifton Fadiman on 
| last Wednesday’s (11) “Information Please” radio program, were Cornelia 


| Otis Skinner and Howard Lindsay. 
shows rated after “Life With Father 
Rose” as longrunners on Broadway. 


All muffed the poser of 
»’ “Tobacco Road” and “Abie’s Irish 


what three 


When the answer was fluffed, Fadi- 


| man, lamping the records, revealed “Oklahoma!,” “Arsenic and Old Lace” 


a laugh. 


honors is “Harvey,” well in its third 


ing of “Annie Get Your Gun” at the 
to unforeseen additional expense in 


beam in the grid structure. 


photos was placed outside the Bijou 





Gruendgens, Viktor de Kowa, Willy 
Birgel, G. W. Pabst, Selpin, Wolf- 
gang Leibeneiner, Oskar Sima, Wer- 
ner Krauss and Veit Harlan: Now 
they’ve all been cleafed by the Al- 
lied tribunals, and a big furor is 
being waged by partisans “certain” 
of their wholehearted efforts for the 
Nazi cause. 


Krauss and Harlan have been 
singled out particularly for abuse 
because of:the part they played in 
the presentation of the violently 
anti-Semitic German-made picture, 
“Jude Suess.” Krauss played four 
exaggerated and caricatured Jewish 
characters in the Goebbels-sponsored 
film. It was written and directed by 
Harlan. The latter’s wife, Kristina 
+Soederbaum, played the feminine 
| lead, 


—_—_— 


Viennese Press Spotlights 
Nazi-Styled Actresses 


Vienna, June 9. 

Latest players to serve as targets 
for press attacks as prominent Nazis 
are Zarah Leander and (again) 
Marika Roekk. Storm on Miss 
Leander, singer who was a top pre- 
war German pic star, was brought 
on by much publicized announce- 
ment that she'd been engaged by 
J. A. Hubler-Kahla to do a film at 
Russ-controlled Rosenhuegel studios. 
Arbeiter Zeitung, Social Democrat 
paper, pasted the singer, now in 
Sweden, with a story that she was a 
Goebbels favorite, played in Nazi 
propaganda productions and didn‘t 
retreat to her Swedish estate until 
late 1944 when sure the krauts had 
lost the war. 


Paper warns the Austrian film in- 
dustry, which it says has little world 
prestige, not to “make another seri- 
ous mistake by sponsoring the star- 
dom of so important a Nazi.” Miss 
Leander’s name hasn't as yet come 








The agents and managers union refused to assign any of 
Larry Sunbrock’s “thrill circus” at the Yankee Stadium, N.Y., recently, 
alleging that the outdoor showman didn’t pay off last time when playing 
New York. One or more members have I.0.U.’s from Sunbrock and are 
willing to sell ’em at bargain rates. eHe was called to N. Y. license com- 
missioner Ben Fielding’s office during the engagement and was warned 
not to advertise acts that did not appear. 


Nazi Favorites Whitewashed 


Continued from page 1 


' claimed here. 





before Austrian artistic tribunal 
which passes on qualifications of | 
artists with spotty political back- | 


and “Hellzapoppin,” so $500 prize money went to the conundrum’s pro- 
poser, plus the Encyclopedia Britannica. 

As Lindsay produced “Arsenic” with Russel Crouse, the fluff provided 
“Father” set the new record Saturday (14). 
still on the Broadway boards, as is “The Voice of the Turtle,” which is 
number seven in the longevity sweepstakes. 


“Oklahoma!,” too, is 


Another candidate for such 
year. 


It’s expected that the Shuberts will settle the $50,000 damage action by 
Rodgers & Hammerstein over the gridiron mishap that delayed the open- 


Imperial, N. Y., last season. Under- 


stood the settlement considered is a modest sum, and while R. & H. went 


sending the musical to Philadelphia 


during backstage repairs, the Shuberts had to pay for replacing a steel 


As expected “Annie” has earned back its production outlay, $340,000, 
Show opened in May, 1946 and it required a year to get even. 





In a couple of months Howard Lindsay and Dorothy Stickney will 
celebrate their 20th wedding anniversary. A special streamer with their 


Saturday (15), after the matinee of 


“Life With Father” started, announcing the reappearance of the stars in 
the night performance, when a new Broadway run record was estab- 
lished. Their names, too, appeared in the sign above the canopy. 

Names of Lindsay and Crouse, who wrote “Father,” appear as authors 
of another current click, “State of the Union,” 


Xs members to 





Second National Dramatic Arts conference being held at Indiana Uni- 
versity will be addressed by several showmen. 


Speakers include Brock 


Pemberton, who talked today (18) on “What Is Good Theatre”; others 
being John Byram, Paramount play editor; Donald Oenslager, the scenic 
designer, and Clarence L. Menser, NBC veepee in charge of programming. 








grounds. But considering names this 
tribunal has already cleared (not 
always with necessary Allied con- 
currence) it’s likely they’d okay Miss 
Leander as well. 

Miss Roekk, who's already made 
headlines by her suit against Kurt 
Singer's book naming her as “Mata 
Hari of World War II,” has been 
signed by Max Neufeld, Viennese 
Jewish producer who was exiled in 
Italy during the war, to play role of 
Fanny Elsler, 19th century Viennese 
ballet beauty, in a Rome studio this 
summer. Papers have jumped on this 
engagement too. Although tribunal 
okayed Miss Roekk for appearances 
here, she’s had no playdates. 


War Dept. On German Films 
Washington, June 17. 

War Dept. policy regarding the 
handling of German films will finally 
be straightened out Friday (20), 
when Assistant Secretary of War 
Howard C. Peterson expects to con- 
fer with Motion Picture Assn. prexy 
Eric Johnston before the latter hops 
off on his European junket. Peter- 
son, who was expected to open up 
with the program last Friday (13), 
at his press conference, announced 
that everything would be held in 
status quo until he had a chance to 
get together with Johnston. 

War Dept. has a policy and ex- 
planation in writing which will 
probably be released by the week- 
end. This is figured to announce 
that the Dept. will push the German 
film industry as far as possible, aid- 
ing in exports of the films to get 
foreign exchange into Germany. 
Thus the War Dept. will be overrid- 
ing beefs from Hollywood and Capi- 
tol Hill about distribution of Ger- 
man-made films in the present in- 
secure world. 

MPA, which has objected to the 
distribution of German films, will 
find itself in a pecular position, it’s 
MPA has been argu- 
ing for free international trade on 
the one hand and objecting to the 
distribution of German films on the 
other, 
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Plays Abroad 


The Bird Seller 
London, May 31. 


Bernar Delfont production of operetta 
in ane at Directed by Dennis Arun- 

Story adapted by Austin Melford 
on. Bernauer from original by 
West and L. Held. Lyrics by Harry 


t with Josef Weinberger, 23 
rangemeMirector, Richaré Tauber. At Pal- 
ace theatre, London, May 29, *47. 

gam, the Bird Seller. .James Etherington 


on WepPS .---.seeererers care as 

th of Austria......+---.Adele xon 

Bie Stanislaus se eeeeewenres Roy Royston 
Christel ..-.esecserreereeeeees Irene Ambrus 
Countess Adelaide ...++++++: Moya Nugent 
Franz Joseph of Austria.. . Barry Mackay 
Mayor Schreck ...-++eceeeerees Trevor Glyn 
Mother Misti...cesseeeees+s = .Gene Marian 
PML cccccccrcccsccsescess Esther Moncrieff 
Baron Sylvester ...---++++: Tony Thawnton 





Bernard Delfont, presenting this 
old-fashioned excursion into Vien- 
nese romance, offers a_ species of 
necking-party we thought had dis- 
appeared years ago. He has im- 
proved it with a good deal of finery, 
decor and ballet, and vamped it up 
into a show of considerable style 
and dazzle. Delfont has brought in 
Richard Tauber to conduct the 
operetta, Dennis Arundell to direct 
and some fine singers in James 
Etherington, Adele Dixon and Irene 
Ambrus. 

This strategy may pay handsomely 
because the show had a cordial re- 
ception, some of the numbers stop- 
ping the show. But the vamping-up 
process only shows the poverty of 
the original—a confusing story of 
an Austrian empress, a handsome 
count, a bird seller and the Austrian 
emperor himself who is brushed off 
from time to time during the mul- 
tipie love affairs. 

The real hero is the composer, 
Mark Zeller, whose score proves 
over and over again that there was 
gomething in this Viennese stuff 
after all. Also that an Anschluss 
between Delfont and Zeller, with a 


half ton of showmanship thrown in, | 


ean still ring the bell. 

Bare knees, loving-cups, tankards 
and_edelweiss produce a character- 
istic atmosphere of pre-war fun, 
and Pauline Grant’s ballet and a 
spanking chorus do a great deal to 
give the show a fast pace while the 
a is growing whiskers. However, 

e humor is poor, only the incom- 
parable verve of Zeller holds in- 
terest. It’s a tribute to the general 
artistry of the piece. 

James Etherington, in voice and 
acting, does handsomely as Adam, 
the bird seller; Roy Royston makes 
an attractive count at a time when 
counts don’t count very much; Adele 
Dixon is superb as the Empress and 
Irene Ambrus, as Christel, deliver- 
ing a lot of lilting songs, captivates 
with ease. What Douglas Byng is 
doing here, wearing shorts and a 
spinsterish look, is hard to say. He 
is too good an artist in his own kind 
of sophisticated comedy to be wasted 
on these Viennese gallantries. Also 
he is handed bad dialog. Barry 
Mackay, as the Emperor Franz 
Josef, has charm and dash. 

Tauber, who knows all about 
Vienna and conducts a skillful score 
with gusto, goes far in putting this 
across. bet. 





Off the Record 


London, June 4. 
quutniel Mayer production of new play in 
: ree acts by Ian Hay and Stephen King- 
fall. Directed by William Mollison. At 
—* London, June 8, ’47. 

, * 5 RR Hubert Gregg 

; it.-Commander Fraser........ Bill Gates 
yr Lashwood......... Pamela Matthews 

dmiral Sir Maxmilian Godfrey 

Hugh Wakefield 

Jane WeOINNG i Stiies0ckicas. Le ‘Ashley 
iaout. Willy Aughton-Formby....Tom Gill 
- r Henry Tompkinson, M.P.Roger Maxwell 
ub-Lieut. Dobson......... John Ainsworth 





Amusing farce-comedy of a mixu 
in a naval dockyard, suitable ealy 
for local consumption. With popular 
Hugh Wakefield back in the West 

nd after a long absence, play has 
even chance of attracting family 
audiences with whom the authors 
are favorites. 


wie ous member of Parliament 
Siting Portsmouth is anxious of 
unofficially getting first-hand infor- 
mation about life on the lower- 
k. He calls on his friend, who is 
about to take over command of a de- 
etroyer, saying he wants to take his 
Place. Also that no one knows him 
and he can get away with it. They 
t on it and, in return, the sailor 
ave he will impersonate the poli- 
clan on a visit to Admiralty head- 
ares. This has a certain amount 
of humorous angles, most laughs 
coming from the landsman and his 
errors in speech, action and irregular 
ape mb ome in accident- 
ing a tor i 

© coal bores pedo which blows up 
é The sailor’s impersonation doesn’t 
y mena the Admiral’s daughter nor 
oes the M.P.’s fool the other girl, 
SO dual love affairs blossom. Official 


Punishment is averted by craft 
“off-the-record” bl i 
a ackmail by the 


sh Wakefield is delightful as 
€ pompous senior officer, and the 
gounger men are cleverly contrasted 
me! Hubert Gregg and Bill Gates. A 
itwit flag officer is cleverly etched 
by Tom Gill and the girls are charm- 
tel opposite types. Smooth and in- 
elligent directing helps. Warm re- 


holiday season approaching, this 
may prove as successful as the 
authors’ previous hit, “The Middle 
Watch.” Clem. 


: Play Out of Town 


Displaced Person 
Los Angeles, June 6. 


Creative Theatre Production of drama in 
two acts (six scenes) by Alvin J. Keller. 
Staged by Ernst Korngold; settings by 
Charles Lucas. Opened at Starlet theatre, 
Los Angeles, June 5, '47; $1.50 top. 











PPUIOI NOOR ..6s oc cca0sectas cut Don Ostrov 
DSS nh a h-d 654 6h owed oeeeny Gilbert Haimsohn 
Captain Robinson..........Stanley Johnson 
Sinn ewe » oabe on ekeseebonn Wyman Spalding 
MNIIINS acc acocssedeccooecdsile ee da BewUee 
MP Corporal. .cccccccccess Lynn Stalmaster 
PRAMIOIR .. cos sc ccccacseseesccess Helen Garet 
MP E.dowtemart.coccccecececsces Bob Rogers 
MNS das 40 0-060 e0bie000nnees Eleanor Shaw 
PORE ciccicn cdcdccacceosesthevino Mansi 
MPnncaens ceeeeentakeéeeeeend Stanley Glenn 
Dutchman .....ccccccccccccces Ned Schneider 
PES p:nchn 66o9'0.0 00 asc cadee ee Jerry Landfield 
BEUER. w ccc ccccccssccacceee Merry Jo Arends 
Colemel ...-secceses Oseeeaees Charles Lucas 
Another Fraulein........+.. Cynthia Roberts 
Dutchwoman.......+eereeseses Joyce Maneri 
eT ererreryr eT ree Bob Lehrer 
AOOROP GAT. occ eves vceesess George Spelvin 





“Displaced Person” is the first of- 
fering of a new group calling itself 
Creative Theatre. Play is  back- 
grounded in postwar Germany in the 
winter of 1945 and features a Hol- 
lander with an abiding hate for the 
Germans. It’s strictly little theatre. 


As a Counter-Intelligence Corps 
worker, the Hollander moves about 
Germany with ease and knocks off 
a couple of Germans because they 
are Nazis and also because they have 
gems he wants. In the end, a mili- 
tary court finds him insane after he 
pleads guilty to one of the murders. 
This play apparently is intended as 
a message but it turns out to be 
nothing. more than an empty envel- 
ope. Lines are dull and repetitious, 
and situations are generally not 
credible. 

Author, who also is exee producer 
of this ambitious little group, has 
cast himself in the role of the Hol- 
lander and wanders about the stage 
murdering his own lines with the 
same ease with which he dispatches 
his victims. Kap. 


: College Play 


Caligula 

New Haven, June 14. 
Yale University Dramatic Assn. produce 
tion of tragedy in four acts by Albert Ca- 
mus, translated by Harald Bromley. Staged 
by Robert E. Costello; setting, Edward R. 
Feil; costumes, Marie Viton; lighting, John 
W. Ryan, John E. Bigelow. Opened at 
Yale University theatre, New Haven, June 
18, "47; $3 top. 














+” Sees ecgene Frank Corsaro 
CrCSONIA...cccecececscessseres Mimi Norton 
Helicon. ..ccescccccesee-- Robert E. Vetault 
Scipio..... Ccccccceccces Richard A. Kebbon 
CRETE... cocccccccccssercce Leselie Hanscom 
SOMeCtUS...ccececeeeeerees Robert B. Burlin 
Metellus...cccccceccevece® Robert R. Rodie 
TAPMRUS, . cocesesecgessscsesevie C. Vial 
QetAWINS . o.cscteséecesr sess Robert L. Lewis 
PatriciuS....+.0- eocees Edward O. Dougiass 
Mereia.....sceccees eeercece Maurice Nessen 
MuciusS........ccscccsccseess William Martin 
Mucius’ Wife. ..+-.+eseess Catherine Martin 





The American premiere of “Cali- 
gula” is an ambitious work for an 
undergrad group to tackle. That the 
Yale Dramat does an interesting and 
capable production of it is a mark 
to the credit of the Eli thesps. Being 
heavily weighted by a series of tragic 
episodes that culminate in assassina- 
tion, the play might readily produce 
a morose effect upon its auditors. 
However, excellent staging. good act- 
ing and an absorbing script combine 
to prevent such an outcome. 

“Caligula” is pencilled for a Broad- 
way presentation in the fall. For the 
commercial theatre, it offers possi- 
bilities to the intelligentsia. There 
is a meaty role in the central char- 
acter and considerable substance in 
the wordage. 

Plot concerns Caligula, emperor of 
Rome, whose desire to acquire the 
moon impels him to a philosophy ot 
making possible all that is impossible 
in the world as he finds it. His logic 
in this respect drives him to a cam- 
paign of denying all normal reac- 
tions, such as love and friendship, 
and leads him along a pathway of 
lust and murder. In the end, he is 
destroyed by the elements over 
which he has attempted to ride 
roughshod. 

Translation from the French of the 
original Paris production maintains a 
consistently interesting level. Script 
is generously sprinkled with deeply 
philosophical passages, on the whole 
absorbingly expounded. 

Playing the lead, Frank Corsaro 
has invested the part with a sincerity 
and emotional range which tends to 
offset shortcomings of physical sta- 
ture. Role calls for a more com- 
pelling physique but actor gives it an 
intensity that is creditable. Casting 
and playing of supporting characters 
are good in view of student body 
source of supply. Mimi Norton, im- 
ported as femme lead as Caligula’s 
mistress, does well by the role. 

Direction rates a bow for its func- 





ception greeted the preem. 
_.With cessation of heatwave, and 


overall presentation, Bone, 


‘SKIN’ DRAWS RAVES 
IN OPENING AT L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 17. 

Pelican Productions bowed into the 
tiny (269 seats) Coronet last week 
with its initial presentation, “The 
Skin of Our Teeth,” to $3,100 in 
four. Robert McCahon production 
saw Paul Guilfoyle making his bow 
as a legit director. Direction and 
cast brought rave notices. In for 
three weeks before taking to the 
road, “Skin ” started off to packed 
house; theatre already is almost com- 
pletely sold out for entire run. 


At El Capitan, Ken Murray’s 
“Blackouts of 1947” sauntered 
through its 259th frame with the 


usual $17,000. 
“Bloomer Girl” 


house goes dark for the summer. 
First week drew fair $20,000. 

Philharmonic Aud, dark last week, 
resumed last night (16) with “The 
Three Musketeers.” 


Carousel’ 436 
In Chi; ‘Laura’ 
Up to $10,000 


Chicago, June 17. 
“Carousel” tops the town, and 
while it isn’t selling out all per- 
formances, takings ‘were around 





sical’s great Broadway run. “The 
Red Mill” had house trouble, the 
Opera House cooling system not 
functioning while the temverature 
was above 90 degrees. “Call Me 
Mister” looks set for a run. 

“Accidentally Yours” flonped out 
Saturday. 

Estimates far Last Week 

“Accidentally Yours,” Selwyn (2d 
wk) (1,000; $3.60). Quit- Saturday 
after small $8,000. Listed to return 
to town next September. 

“Born Yesterday,” Erlanger (16th 
wk) (1,334: $3.60). Doing okay, 
around $15,000. 

“Call Me Mister,” Blackstone (5th 
wk) (1,358: $4.80). Indicates a long 
stay: $27,000. Began last Sunday to 
sked three special matinee  per- 
formances on benefit basis. 

“Carousel,” Shubert (3d wk) (2,- 
100: $4.80). Looks ton show; $43,000. 

“Laura,” Harris (2d wk) (1,000; 
$3). Picked up over first week to 
$10,000. 

“The Red Mill,” Civic Opera 
House (3d wk) (3,800; $3.60). Could 
do much better; $29,000 arproxi- 
mately. 


‘LUTE SONG’ BIG 226; 
RACE POLICY STAYS 


Washington, June 17. 


National, town’s sole legit, is dark 
this week, after chalking up a husky 
estimated $23,000 for the third and 
final stanza of “Lute Seng.” Latter 
take, best of play’s run here, is par- 
tially accounted for by fact that 





sents plenty activity at wicket as 


well. 

Meantime, manager Ed_ Plohn 
squashed any implication that re- 
vamped newspaper ads of past few 
weeks, which have been running 
sans legend warning against transfer 
of tickets to persons “not conform- 
ing to known policy of theatre,” 
might mean a gradual easing of the- 
atre’s race restriction policy. 

Plohn stated that ads had been 
shortened as a matter of economy. 
and that “the National theatre will 
change its policv only if the general 
policy is changed in Washington by 
legislation or if business and civic 
groups will remove racial restric- 
tions.” 





Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering June 16-28) 
“Accidentally Yours” — Selwvn. 
Chi. (16-21): Opera Hse. Chi. (23-28). 


(16-28). 


Hollywood (16-28). 

“Bloomer G'r'’—Biltmore. L. A. 
(16-21); Aud., San Diego (22-23): 
Aud., Pasadena (24): Arlington. 
Sante Barbara (26); Aud., Oakland 
(27-28). 

“Born Yesterday”—Erlanger, Chi 
(16-28). 





tion of holding audience interest de- | 
spite limited action. Costuming and | Chi 
| lighting also contribute assets to the 


Guild subscriptions had made dents) was a disappointment last week at 


in first fortnight’s grosses, but repre- | 





bowed in at the! 
Biltmore for two weeks before the | 





Low-Grossers Due 


Out as Bway 


Preps for Summer; ‘Father’ 86, 
‘Medium’ Up, 1416, ‘Icetime 3656 





~¢+ Some of the low grossers on Broad- 


‘DARK MEMORY’ POOR 
$3,000 IN HUB OPENER 


Boston, June 17. 


Last week saw finale to Hub’s ri- | 


alto for the summer with closing of 
three shows. There’s a_ possibility 
“Love for Love” will come into the 
Shubert in mid-July, but the legit 
season as such winds up as of this 
week. 

“Dark Memory” was the week’s 
opener, but it got pretty gloomy no- 
tices which praised the cast but 
couldn’t see the play as anything 
very much. Result was a poor $3,000 
estimated at the Wilbur. 

Ray Bolger’s “Three to Make 
Ready” continued to wow at the Co- 
lonial, building up to a shade over 
$29,000, estimated, which is practi- 
cally SRO. “Anna Lucasta,” mean- 


| while, finaled at the Plymouth at a 


$2.40 top and touched as estimated 


| $2,500, excellent considering length 


of run plus competition from the 
rodeo, night ballgames, etc. 
Strawhat season, in offing, con- 


|tinues to pile up lively downtown 
| season. 
$43,000 last week, upholdint the mu- | 


Besides “Joan of Lorraine” 
and “Glass Menagerie,” the Boston 
summer theatre has billed “Heaven 


Help the Angels” with the Hartmans, | 


“There’s Always Juliet’ with Mi- 
riam Hopkins, and “Dracula” with 
Bela Lugosi. Lucille Ball opens the 
North Shore Platers’ season in Mar- 
blehead with “Dream Girl,” June 30. 


‘OKLA!’ SPURTS TO 296 
IN 1ST PHILLY WEEK 


Philadelphia, June 17. 
After causing plenty of worries 
and anticipatory headaches, “Okla- 
homa!” began to show its real speed 
as the first week of its return en- 








gagement at the Forrest proceeded 
and, thanks to strong Friday and 
Saturday biz, reported $29,000 on 
this, the first session of the 1947 
engagement. That was a long way 
from capacity at the $4.55 top but a 
whole lot better than had been in- 
dicated earlier when the _ bet- 
ting was Rodgers-Hammerstein mu- 
sical wouldn't hit $24,000. 

Friday and Saturday perform- 
ances were sellouts in orchestra, and 
biz on latter day was much helped 
by cold, rainy weather which kept 
much of the crowd home from the 
Jersey resorts. 


Allan Jones in ‘Cat’ 





NSG $38,000, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, June 17. 
Allan Jones in “Cat and Fiddle” 


Pitt Stadium. Second production of 
the outdoor season did just a little 
over $38,000, or about 16 grand less 
than the opener, “Desert Song.” 
Inclement weather, although no 





— 


performances were lost, kept attend- 
ance down to under 28,000 but chief 
reason for the drop was the show it- 
self. Crix didn’t care for it, claim- 
ing intimate little operetta was lost 
in wide open spaces of the Stadium. 
Jones himself was having voice 


| trouble and held his singing in the 


show to a minimum. 

Current attraction is “Balalaika,” 
with Irene Manning, John Brownlee 
and Al Shean. 


‘Dancing Years’ $55,000 
In St. Loo Muny Opener 


St. Louis, June 17. 
Sigmund. Romberg’s “Nina Rose,” 








“Anna Lucasta” — Geary, Frisco | 


“Blackouts ef 1947”—El Capitan, | 


' second offering of the 1947 season of 
| the Municipal Theatre Assn., teed 


off a seven-night stand last night 
| (Mon.) in the Al Fresco Playhouse 
| in Forest Park. 


Despite transit strike and spotty 


ll-night engagement Sunday (15). 
Approximately $55,000 at $2 top. 








reviews, “Dancing Years” closed its | 


way have announced closing dates, 
as expected, and others are on a 
week-to-week basis, also a normal 
condition at this time of year. High- 
light of last week was the establish- 
ment of a new run record by “Life 
With Father” Saturday (14) evening. 
Little change in business was gen- 
erally indicated, but there probably 
will be a decline up to July 4. 
_“Dark Memory,” lone new play 
listed this month, has cancelled, but 
“Laura” is now scheduled in from 
Chicago. Definitely closing this week 
is “The Whole World Over.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Dram 
| CD (Comedy-Drama). R 7 cam 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). ‘ 
| “All My Sons,” Coronet (20th 
| week) (D-1,095; $4.80). Holding up 
| to goodly money and is candidate for 
}autumn continuance: $20.000 plus. 
| “Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 








(57th week) (M-1,427; $6). Strongest 
musical draw in 
{sellout pace with 
| $45.000 tops all. 
| “Barefoot Boy With Cheek,” Beck 
| (llth week) (M-1,214; $6). With 
| operating expenses on summer basis 
it’s getting by, at approximately 


yeas continues 
standees; 


over 


| $21,000. 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (72d 
| week) (C-993; $4.80). Except for 
midweek matinee, attendance is 


capacity; around $20,500 last week. 
“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (14th week) 
(M-1,626; $4.80). Several citations 
from organizations have strengthened 
demand for tickets; over $43,000. 
“Call Me Mister,” National (61st 
week) (R-1,104; $6). Gets’ its share 


varied much in recent weeks: ov 
$25,000. singtdeiatie 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th St. (23d 
week ) (C-920; $6). Coupled with 
Brigadoon” as top mufical successes 
of past season; selling out: $42,000. 
“Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst 
(33d week) (CD-1,160; $4.80). Among 
the favorites and getting goodly 
eh with ee around $24,000. 
“Harvey,” th St. (137th week) 
(C-920; $4.20). Faring excellently, 
| Took play — in its third year and 
ooks good well into next son; 
} over $16,500. nc ae 
| “Ieetime of 








1948,” Center (3d 
week) (M-2,994: $2.40). Faring very 
well, and with natural draw from 
Radio City crowds, it’s aimed into 
eae eee up, $36,500. 

“John Loves Mary,” Music 
(19th week) (C-979; $4.80). Tony 
show is prospering and indications 
are for indefinite continuance; over 
$22,000, one of the best week’s since 
opening. 

“Life With Father,” Alvin ( 
week) (C-1,331; $1.80). Moved coe 
from Bijou this week after breaking 
Broadway run record there; with 
oward Lindsay and Dorothy Stick- 
ney playing their original leads, 


$8,000; scale now halved. 

‘Okl ma!,” St. James (218th 
week) (M-1,505; $4.80). Some talk 
of another attraction here in fall 
but musical record-holder still mak- 
ing money; improved to $24,500. 

“Portrait in Black,” Booth (5th 
week) (D-712; $4.80). Still isn’t 
making money but management in- 
tends playing meMer through sum- 
mer; estimated at around $8,000. 

“State of the Unien,” Hudson 
(83d week) (CD-1,057; $4.80). Doing 
alright for the second summer and 
should play into the fall; $18,000. 

“The Medium” and “The Tele- 
phone,” Barrymore (7th week) (M- 
1,064; $4.20). Slated to fold this 
weekend but jumped to $14,500 and 
date again extended into July. 

“The Vcice of the Turtle,” 
Morosco (166th week) (C-939; £2.67). 
Plans for three-person comedy not 
definite but with two-for-ones it's 
bettering an even break: $10,000. 

‘The Whole World Over,” Bilt- 
more (C-920; $4.20). Final and 13th 
week; appeared to have chance but, 
curiously, takings never materially 
improved; $7,000. 

“Young Man’s Fancy,” Plymouth 
(7th week) (C-1.075; $3.60). One of 
,; the cutraters able to continue be- 
cause no other shows want house; 


| $7,000. 
REVIVALS 
“Love for Love,” Royale (3d week) 
(C-1,035; $4.80). One week more for 
oldie although it has been drawing 
quite profitably: dipped to $16,900. 





PaO = Mister”— Blackstone. | ‘Mikado’ Weak 8G “Slice in Wonderland,” Majestic 
« -28). ; . (10th week) (CD-1,667; $4.80) 
“Carause'—Shubert. Chi. (16-28). At Utah Centennial) matinces, aust tes seat ene 
PP Memory”—Wilbur, Bost. Salt Lake City, June 17. | five nights; extra afternoon should 
“Tawra”—Natl, Wash. (16-21), | “The | Mikado,” opener of, 10, wa ee oe 
“Oklah we ‘ Jy American Sav : -S  10- “Ror! . 
(16-28). “gti iss ar | week session of Gilbert & Sullivan | (CATH 130). Cenahete the nth 
“Skin of Our Teeth”—Coronet, | @t the Utah pancry e Exposition, | month this week; making money 
|L. A. (16-21). Pane 4 unday (15) with | and date indefinite: nearly $16,500. 
“Song of Norway”—Curran, Frisco; * W°4 eae “Sweethearts.” Shubert (2ist 
(1R-98). | Plagued by rain six of the 10 days,| week) (M-1,382: $4.80). Ability to 
“Suds In Your Fves”—Shubert-, “The Mikado” suffered from the fact hold to real grosses indicates chances 
| Lafevette Det. (16-28). | “Holiday On Ice” grabbed almost the to stick through and beyond sum- 
“The Ped Mill”—Opera House. entire slim_ attendance at the ex- | mer; $28,000. 
(18-98). position. Clearing skies Thursdays NEIGHBORHOOD 


“Three Mr<'teteers” — Philhar- 
monic, L. A. (16-21). 


| (12) boosted the take for the week- 
i end. 7 


| “Anna Lucasta,” Flatbush, Brook- 
‘lyn, 


of musical show patronage; has not ° 


Saturday night business improved; » 
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19th P.E.N. Meet A Success 

The 19th International P.E.N. 
Congress in Zurich was a_ success. 
Several resolutions were passed, 
confirming the principles for which 
the P.E.N. stands among which the 
absolute freedom of expression. 

It was decided to form an Aus- 
trian P.E.N. Centre again, and such 
Austrian writers as Friedrich Bur- 
schell, Franz Theodor Csokor and 
Alexander Sacher-Masoch expressed 
gratitude to the delegates for this 
gesture. 

Thomas Mann supported a motion 
to establish a P.E.N. Centre in Ger- 
many. He named about.15 German 
writers “for whom,” he said, “I would 
put my hands in the fire.” They in- 
cluded aged Ricarda Huch, Anna 
Seghers, Friedrich Wolf, Johannes 
R. Becher, Erich Kaestner, Ernst 
Wiechert, Theodor Plivier, Ernst 
Penzoldt, Manfred Hausmann and 
W. E. Sueskind. Considering that 
the latter was the editor of a Nazi 
newspaper in Kattowitz for several 

ears, it was not surprising that 

ann withdrew his nomination later. 

The Belgian delegate was fierce 
in his opposition to the scheme, but 
eventually a compromise solution 
was found: the German P.E.N. will 
be established with a control com- 
mission, headed by the international 
secretary Hermon Ould, and includ- 
ing one German writer, one German 
refugee writer, and three repre- 
sentatives of small occupied ‘coun- 
tries such as Belgium, Norway or 
Holland. ° 

When a vote was taken on the 
principle of whether or not to estab- 
lish a German Centre at all, the 
voting went as follows: Yes: 19, 
No: 1 (the Yiddish delegate), and 
nine abstentions. 

In addition to the election of 
Maurice Maeterlinck as Internation- 
al president, Professor Denis Saurat 
(France, residing in England) was 
elected vice-president. 

The newly - admitted Lebanese 
Centre caused a stir when its dele- 
gate opposed a Palestine Centre mo- 
tion which was so unfortunately 
framed as to sound purely political. 
On the suggestion of Elmer Rice 
(U.S.), the motion was laid on the 
table and further discussion aban- 
doned. ; 

The American delegate, Huebsch, 
then announced details of the next 
International Congress, which will 
take place in New York from May 
31-June 5, 1948. (The 1949 Congress 
will be in Venice and Rome, and the 
1950 Congress will be in Copen- 
hagen.) 

A hotel near Rockefeller Center 
will be at the disposal of the dele- 
gates. Special film and theatre shows 
will be arranged. An excursion to 
Washington is planned, where it’ is 
hoped that the President will re- 
ceive the delegates. Alternatively, 
Hyde Park may be visited. 

There will be a special Forum, 
with a nationwide radio hookup, to 
discuss some such subject as “Can 
Culture Grow in a Machine Age.” 

It is expected that John Mason 
Brown will be the next president of 
the American P.E.N. Centre. 

—_—_-— 
Fading Stars & Stripes 

Friction between local and head 
office staffs of Stars and Stripes and 
Army brass in U. S. Forces Austria 
headquarters following Gen. Mark 
Clark's departure has culminated in 
Stripes huffily closing Vienna news 
bureau. Action followed investiga- 
tory visit to Vienna of Charles Kelly, 
former N. Y. Herald Tribune cable 
editor, newly arrived in Europe as 
Stripes executive editor. 

Trouble started over public rela- 
tions and headquarters people’s pres- 
sure on Stripes news desk to make 
the paper an Army house organ 
rather than an independent GI’s 
newspaper, Julia Edwards, chief of 
Stripes’ Vienna news bureau, com- 
plained that squawks about her 
work were being phoned to her 
bosses at Pfungstadt, Germany, even 
before stories appeared. 


This resulted from practice of | 


correspondents filing dupes of copy 
with PR in Vienna as a “courtesy” to 
information officers and hq. staff. 
Miss Edwards wrote Col. R. G. Lowe, 
public relations officer, formal letter 
withdrawing permission for pre- 
reading of her copy. This resulted 
in a request to Stripgs to yank Miss 
Edwards out of Vienna. Kelly’s 
visit and decision to shut down here 
altogether followed. 

What's left of Stars and Stripes in 
Europe is now facing crucial period 
with possibility paper may be nixed 
entirely. Only one edition is now 
published for entire European Com- 
mand. But with troop strength far 
below wartime level and operating 


Literati 





Arthur Gaeth, of Mutual. Both the 
latter gave a behind-the-scenes de- 
scription of the Nuremberg execu- 
tions and got awards for their 
stories of them. 


Others honored were: Marguerite 
Clark, of Newsweek; Norine Foley, 
Chicago Daily News; Lyle Wilson, 
UP; John Galbraith, ABC; John 
MacVane, NBC; John McGrath, 
Chicago Daily Sun; Cy Hungerford, 
time profits. Pittsburgh Post-Gazette; Shirley 

Management has _ unsuccessfully | Povich, Washington Post; Russell 
asked Army permission to either ac-| Bull, Minneapolis Star; William 
cept advertising or distribute the | Smith, AP; Howard Shirkey, Detroit 
sheet to civilians. With Washington | Times, Robert De Roos, San Fran- 
cutting appropriations to the bone | cisco Chronicle; Harry L. Johnston, 
word has been passed that Stripes | Altoona (Pa.) Mirror, and W. Hen- 
must become self supporting or else.| son Purcell, West Frankfurt (Ill.) 
Staff has been told this will mean / Daily American. 
numerous discharges and shutting 
down of additional bureaus with in- 
creasing dependence on wire serv- 
ices for news coverage. 








costs radically up due to necessity 
of employing civilian staff and pur- 
chasing supplies in open market, 
paper has been rapidly accumulat- 
ing deficits in contrast to huge war- 





Short Order Ornstein 


Bill Ornstein, Metro trade press 
contact, has a short story in the cur- 
rent issue of Decade of Short 
| Stories, literary quarterly, as he did 
|in the previous issue. Also has two 
yarns published in Scholastic, two 
in Swing, with one upcoming in 





McGraw-Hill’s Farm Business 


McGraw-Hill farm paper recently 
mentioned in VARIETY as prepping is | 
tentatively titled Farm Business. oe 
search on the project has been under 
way for several months and a pilot | Screen Writer. 
issue was brought out under date of Flack has already received bids 
March 1. A second trial run is now|ffom both Houghton, Mifflin and 
shaping up, but no date has been set | Thomas Y. Crowell to try his hand 
for its issuance, Work is centering | at books. He’s nixed the bids, how- 
in the Chicago office of McGraw- | ever, to concentrate on short stories 
Hill, and project is labelled Farm | for at least another year. 
Research. ; 
Format of the experimental issue 
was along lines of Business Week, 
also McGraw-Hill publication, and 
mag got much of its content from 
the established Business Week cor- 
respondents. In a _ statement of 
policy in the trial issue, McG-H 
stated the new mag would be di- 
rected at the business-minded farm- 
er. Mag execs frankly stated that 
the question facing them is to decide 
whether a book of this type 52 times 
a year “would be of value to the 
business of agriculture.” 

No date has been set for regular Novelist Prizewinners 
publication. Outcome of the trial Six fiction fellowships have been 
issues and other research still in the | granted by the United Services 
mill will be a deciding factor in| Book Contest sponsored by Colum- 
eventual decision of the house to/| bia Pictures, Thomas J. Crowell and 
publish regularly. George Harrap & Co. of London. 
: P Winners, awarded $1,000 apiece for 
Whittlesey’s Expansion their prize-winning novels, included 

Campaign to enlarge the scope of| Rowland Barber, Raibert Elder, 
Whittlesey House was pointed up| David A. Evans, Everard Johnson, 
yesterday (Tuesday) by the naming | William Howard Jones and F. A. 
of Edward C. Aswell as the firm’s | Nanheim. 
editor-in-chief effective Sept. 1. His 
new duties will also include the post 
of veepee of the McGraw-Hill par- 
ent company. 

Aswell, who started his career 
with the old Forum Magazine, joined 
Atlantic Monthly in 1930 as assistant - 
editor and-left five years later to be-| Tom Waters, oldtime piano play- 
come editor of books for Harper’s.|ing vaudevillian and star of “The 
Since 1943 he has been a director at | Pink Lady,” has written a book of 
that company and in addition was|Ppoems about the State Museum at 
editor-in-chief of the firm’s literary | Harrisburg, where he is a guide. 
department. Dick Richards, of the London Sun- 
day Pictorial, returns on the Maure- 

Shore Sheets Change Hands tania from N. Y. Friday (20) after a 

Atlantic City (N. J.) Daily World | Hollywood ‘sojourn doing interviews, 
and Ventnor (N. J.) Crier, edited |etc. He does a page a week for the 
and published by Albert Zugsmith, | 4,000,000 circulation daily. 
have changed hands, with Samuel; Radio scripter Walter Hackett 
Ungerleider, Jr., taking over as ed-| finished a one-act play, “Ah, Ro- 
pub. Ungerleider, onetime N. Y.| mance!”, which Walter H. Baker 
Journal-American staffer, has been | Co. is publishing, and is working on 
editing a national mag recently. Al-|g three-acter. Meartime doing 
vin Friedberg will continue under | scripting on “Yankee Yarns” for 
new setup as associate publisher. Yankee network. 

Zugsmith, exec veepee of Smith,|] Harold M. Bone, New Haven 
Davis & Co., N. ¥Y. newspaper and | Varrery mugg, has completed a bio- 
radio brokers, will devote full time | graphical sketch on Joseph C. John- 
now to this company. son, late merchant of New Haven. 
Script will be included in an an- 

U. S. Journal’s Quick Fold thology of outstanding Jewish per- 

The U. S. Journal, Washington’s | sonalities of America. 
new miniature slick paper daily, 
closed its doors last week after only 
17 days of publication. Capsule- 
sized daily, which sold for a dime, 
was masterminded by Edward 
Maher, former Liberty mag editor. , 
Still in the field is newborn weekly, erator, and Ed Fishman, Coast tal- 
the Washington Examiner published | ent agent. Carroll has been squab- 
by wife of Benjamin Fields, flack | bling with musicians and stagehands 
who figured prominently in the/ for four months, while Fishman was 
May-Garsson war contract investi-| slapped on the AFM blacklist sev- 
gations. Mrs. Fields puts out the | eral years ago. 
paper with an all-femme staff. McCann stated that his primary 
point in the probe is to determine 

Headliners’ Awards if an attempt by unions to punish 

Some 200 newsmen from all sec-} Carroll has been made because the 
tions of the east gathered in Atlan-| showman testified in Washington at 
tic City over the weekend for the! a time the pending Taft-Hartley bill 
13th annual Headliners’ Frolic, which| was being written. According to 
started Friday (13) night, reached its| law, any party that attempts to in- 
climax Saturday noon and ended /|timidate a Congressional witness is 
Sunday afternoon with a gay) guilty of contempt of Congress. 
cocktail party which included Head-| McCann also handed a U. S. mar- 
liners’ ladies at Babette’s night spot.' shal 10 subpoenas to be served on 

With Warren B. Francis, of Wash- | film execs. He said he didn’t feel at 
ington, president of the National | liberty to reveal identities of future 
Press Club, the toastmaster at the | witnesses until they were notified. 
Saturday afternoon affair, held in |; McCann said he was acting on com- 
Hotel Brighton, awards were made plaints of union high-handedness 
to Kenneth Force, whos: feature | around the studios. 
column in the Dallas News won him Hearings will be public and prob- 
an award; to Eddie Gilmore, chief; ably last several days. McCann 
of the AP bureau in Moscow (his | stressed that his work here is 
seven-year-old son, Christopher, ac- | “purely preliminary” to probe being 
cepted the ward with Gilmore still | made for House Labor Chairman 





Jesuit Memorial to Dinty Doyle 

Jesuit Mission of Ponape, in the 
Caroline Islands of the Pacific, is 
planning a memorial to Dinty Doyle, 
late New York radio columnist and 
press agent, in the form of a boat. 


Rev. Hugh F. Costigan, missionary 
friend of Doyle, is handling details. 
Rev. Costigan returns to Ponape 
soon and will use the Dinty Doyle 
boat to reach the natives in the 18 
Caroline islands. 











CHATTER 
Vaudevillian Al Friend (& Down- 
ing) writing an oldtimers column for 
the Uptown Observer, Washington 

Heights, N. Y., weekly. 
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abroad); Kingsbury Smith, INS, and | Rep, Fred Hartley. 





Wednesday, June 18, 1947 
SPSESEEELELEE EES EL ESE ESE ESEESESE ESSE SE OEEEEECEEES 
i SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 
Layoff Lane, June 15. 


I'll regret having,said this in the morning, but nuts to Shakespeare, 
Nuts to all the world’s a stage and all the men and women merely play- 
ers. Why should producers, playwrights and grips get all the breaks? 
What’s wrong with us actors? If you prick us, do we not bleed? Bleed? 
We yeli bloody murder! 

In “The Bachelor and the Bobby Soxer,” Myrna Loy makes a crack 
that she’d as soon have her sister marry an actor as go around with a 
hobohemian who paints his way into the clink. 

It shocked all’ Hollywood. You could smell the ham burning. Even I 
had to feel myself to make sure I wasn’t on fire. You see, I too, acted 
once. “Once” is the key word there. I never saw the picture. In fact I 
never even saw the rushes. 


Cue: “No Vacancy” 

All I remember was that it was an indie production and the producers 
wanted a guy to play a Wall street executive and figured I would do per- 
fectly. Well, they shot the scene in Poverty Row and all I had to do was 
to look at some credentials a vet was handing me. He was trying to land 
a job. I had to smile sadly and tell him I was sorry but we had no 
vacancy. The vet took my turndown and plunged 20 stories to the street, 

After viewing the rushes the producers decided I looked too 
sympatica au naturel, so they reshot the scene, using an old Max Factor 
makeup kit which had been rescued from a garbage can. By then they 
couldn’t get the studio again, so they reshot the scene on Frank Tuttle’s 
estate, using his best mahogany desk and a painted backdrop of the 
New York skyline. They lured me into the picture in the first place by 
saying he was going to direct it. 

When I came home with the makeup still on, the kids went screaming 
upstairs. I have never received another call from any studio, but one 
performance was enough for me to know how actors feel, and the 
younger they are the more they feel. 


No Billing for Baby 

You take this “Bachelor and the Bobby Soxer.” It’s terrific. It has more 
laughs than “Animal Crackers.” It makes that Dore Schary the producer 
of the year, on account it’s fortified on one side by his “Farmer’s Daugh- 
ter,” and the other by his “Crossfire.” It’s got Cary Grant, Shirley 
Temple, Myrna Loy, Rudy Vallee and 14 more on its star-studded cas- 
ualty list. But nowhere do I see Skippy Scully or Dolores Thurik listed, 

Listed? I didn’t even see them in the picture. And they were in it. 
That I know, beeause I saw their checks for four days’ work, with vari- 
ous tax clips to prove it, and while money isn’t everything you can’t 
deny it’s something. 

But who in Memphis are Skippy Scully and Dolores Thurik? Okay, 
you asked for it. Let’s be a gentleman about this. Let’s start with the 
women first. Let’s start with Dolores. She’s a daughter of Olga Petrova. 
And who is Olga Petrova? You don’t know? Joe, drop these people in 
the drainage canal. They died even before vaudeville did, if they do 
not remember Olga. 

More than that, at the time of the shooting of “The Bachelor and the 
Bobby Soxer,” Dolores and Skippy were classmates’ and honor students 
at Blessed Sacrament School, Hollywood. She got a tip that RKO was 
shooting the highschool sequence in the Beverly Hills highschool, but 
could not use Beverly Hills kids because they wanted bright kids. So 
they picked Blessed Sacrament School. Sq Dolores called Skippy and 
suggested he get in on it. At that time they were closer to each other 
than the hands of a clock at midnight. 

He and Dolores showed up for inspection, and the assistant casting 
director said, “All kids 14 or under raise your hands-” 

Skip was a month short of 15, so he raised his hand. It was the first 
to be seen because at that time he was only 6 feet tall. 


He Wins Hands Down 

“Listen, wise guy,” said the assistant casing director, “don’t be so 
smart or you won't be in this picture at all. Put your hand down.” 

To prove he could take direction, Skip put his hand down. 

“Okay,” said the A. C. D., “all the rest with your hands still down, get 
on that stage. The rest of you go home.” 

So because he was honest and too big to be believed, Skip was voted 
part of the mob. The first day he worked he told me who was in the 
cast. When he said Shirley Temple, I said, “Did she say hello to you?” 
- “Say hello to me?” he repeated. “I don’t even know her.” 

“Why as a kid you played with her,” I said. 

“I did? Well, I couldn't play with her now. She’s married. Besides 
they rope her off as if she was an untouchable.” - 

“An untouchable?” I said. “An untouchable is a member of an un- 
wanted caste in India!” ‘ 
eae but anyway I couldn’t have touched her with a Mankiewicz, 

a ” 








The Polish Question 

“Listen, kid,” I said, “don’t throw lines like that away. Besides Mank 
is not a 10-foot pole. In fact he isn’t even as tall as Pulaski.” 

“Who's he, the Polish general?” 

“Listen,” I said again, “you’re in show business and in our biz 
there’s only one Pulaski. He signs reviews Ibee but most people call him 
‘Jack.’ They nicknamed him after his income.” 

“Did they name that bridge after him, the one we crossed between 
New Jersey and New York?” 

“Yeah. The way they named Shirley after the Angelus Temple. What 
I want to know is how you felt about her.” 

“Who, Dad.” 

“Shirley Temple!” 

“Oh, Shirley. But I was there with Dolores.” 

“You mean you felt no popeyed awe of Shirley? No mad desire to 
get her autograph”? 

He laughed. “Listen, Pop. Remember the time we saw Bob Hope at 
a football game and you told me to go over and ask him if he wanted 
your autograph?” I remembered it very well. “Well, that cured me of 
demanding a literacy test from people who do not claim to be writers.” 

“Say,” I said, “where you pick up all this?” 

“From you,” he said. 

“Just a quip off the old bloke, eh?” 

Well, a Dead Duck Anyway 

He smiled. “Dad,” he said, “F always know when you're tired. Pung 
roll of your tongue like rain off a duck’s quack.” 

. oy must be pretty tired yourself,” I said, “the phrase is duck’s 
ack.” 

Now can I have six bits to see ‘The Bachelor and the Bobby Soxer’?” 

“See it?” I screamed. “You're not even in it!” 

His jaw fell 6 feet 1 inch. 

“But don’t take it too hard,” I consoled him. “I too was once a face 
on a cutting room floor. It’s that lousy Shakespeare. He thinks the play's 
the thing and everybody else is just a prop.” 

“But I thought you liked Shakespeare, Pop?” 

“Get lost! Not today, I don’t like him. He gave you a bad notice.” 

It Gets Better from Here 

“But is the scene on the basketball court still in?” 

I said it was. 

“And the one in the assembly hall?” 

I said that was in too. 

“Well, I'm in both of those.” 

“You are?” ; 

“Sure. If you come with me I'll show you. Now can I have a buck?” 

“Let's crash the foreign press showing instead,” I said. “It’s worth 
Seeing at least twice. In fact it’s worth being thrown out trying.” 

He smiled from ear to ear. He may be no Hickey Looney but he’s @ 
born gatecrasher, a gyp off the old block. 
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Broadway 


Evelyn and Charlie Schlaifer’s 13th 


annivese Beck to San Frencisco to 


visit arlene: iesman now back with 


in Wonderland.” - 
“Alek Braden out of hospital and 
dua to rejoin the Ringling circus. 
n Thomas replacing Kay Buck- 
Jey in “Burlesque” Sunday (22). 
- Columbia Concerts opened Coast 
office, With Hugh Hooks in charge. 
Jack C. Carter to be co-featured 
with Jane Kean in “Call Me Mister. 
Louis Bergen, who sold his inter- 
est in the Theatre Tavern, off to the 


Cons’ Maxine Elliott theatre site on 
West 39th street sold to a realty 
Peer director Eddie Buzze]l leaves 
Sunday (22) after a month’s vaca- 
tion east. 

William F. Rodgers, Metro veepee 
over sales, to Chicago for a few days 

siness. * 
“<< Atwell, who is writing a book, 
in from California dolled up in 4 
i tee. 
pe “Curley” in “Oklahoma!” 
is Wilton Clary, who replaced Jack 
Kilty Monday (16). 

Betty Bruce, dancer, off on a 
Caribbean cruise Friday (13) aboard 
the Grace Line’s Santa Paula. 

Metro production exec Eddie Man- 
nix returned to the Coast after sev- 
eral days of homeoffice huddles, 

Justin Herman making « short 
featuring Arthur Godfrey for his 
Paramount “Pacemakers” series. |. 

Falling plaster from the false ceil- 
ing of the Savoy, West 34th street 
picture house, injured two patrons. 

Violet Carlson, in “Balalaika,” 
outdoors in Pittsburgh this week, 
has writen a book called “I Sang 


P, W. Tell, for many years drama- 
film critic of Bronx Home News, 
joined Noel Meadow’s pic publicity 
agency. Mace” 

Harry Jans (& Whalen), his sight 
restored, in from the Coast. Visit- | 
ing New York with Bert Wheeler 
and others. ; 

Annette MacQuarrie left last week 
for Jennerstown, Pa., where she 
will appear in leads at the Mountain 
Playhouse. 

American Negro Theatre’s drama 
school closes its term this weekend, 
giving several performances of 
‘Stage Door.” 
- Margaret Webster received hono- 
rary degree of doctor of letters at 
New Jersey College for Women, 
Rutgers University. 

American embassy in Mexico 
wants to locate Harlan Wesley 
Lance, professionally known as, 
Jack (or Jacques) Ravel. 

Franz Allers, musical director of 
“Brigadoon,” to be guest conductor 
of Toronto Philharmonic Orchestra | 
July 24 and Aug. 28. 

William Kurtz, exec assist to 
Arthur Mayer, Rialto theatre chief, 
became a grandfather for a second | 
time on Father’s Day (15). 

A farewell party being planned 
for Sophie Tucker at the Latin Quar- 
ter July 1. Gift may be a small inti- 
mate item like a Cadillac, 

Canada Lee is regarding Richard 
Wright's novel, “Black Boy,” for the 
blind under auspices of the Amer- 
ican Foundation for the Blind. 

Joe Shea, back from season’s flack 

on “Harvey” in Chicago, vaca- 
tioning until he goes out ahead of 

e show again for its Coast debut. 

St. Clare’s hospital, which has 

ospiced many of show biz and 
sporting circles greats, is launching 
& $1,000,000 drive to build an annex. 

Nenes Psychodramatic Theatre 
will. present case histories dealing 
Neg e, Telinguency, with an all- 

cast on n i 
fume 25 édnesdays, starting 


Tar Beach” is what they call the 
spt. house rooftops where the B’way 
a, take panand sunbaths. (“Tar” 

mes from i i 

covers the roofs.) ae 
rs. James E. (Isabella) Perkins 
Wife of Paramount’s managing di- 
— in Britain, an expert horse- 
e man. She’s been tutored by one- 
me alm actor Sam Marsh. 
soe Leslie will personal at the 
Voli to spark the fanfare accom- 








ying the metropolitan preem, 
July 1, of Eagle-Lion’s “Repeat Per- 
M ance,” in which she stars. 
a aurice Wertheim, banker and 
o Pr Theatre Guild founders, | 
tune ing an 1,800-acre estate on | 
aim, Island, valued at $250,000, to 
tary Overnment as a wildfowl sanc- 


Comedienne Cynda Glenn clippered , 
moe Paris because of her ailing | 
- er. May star in the “Folies 
‘one in the French capital or 
od Anything Goes” there on 

Fred Finkleh i 
: offe, Jr.. commutin 
wae Bucks County farm in catwaen 
He on a legit musical which 
Mind trom = flying quinie Cruse | 
a . . * | 

don end Pais ying quickie to Lon 
sent Irving Lazar s P 
on Ins says that he’s 
aectaceterring to the recent airplane 
C nts by Constellationing back to 
light oast tomorrow (Thurs.) in day- 
fio. JStead of making thé night 

mf as is his wont, 

the mone Leone and his wife (of 
ily) gy Square restaurant fam- 
oth suffered serious injuries in 


a . 
He's 45 v2 auto crash in Yonkers. 
in St. F003 wife, Yolanda, 25. Both 
-¥°senh’s hospital there. 
Rosenstein, Warner Bros. 
nt scout. who has been east 


Sophie 
Ccast tale 
for past 





week with a crew to screen- 


test some new faces. Returns to 
Hollywood at end of this week, along 
with cameraman Peverell Marley. 

VaRIETY’s John Hurley, of the Hol- 
lywood ‘office, east on vacation. 
while paper’s London bureau man- 
ager Harry Ragensbur (Rege) 
goes back to London on the Maure- 
tania on Friday (20) after a N.Y. 
holiday. 

Don Ettlinger stresses that he was 
not literally “taken off” the script 
of “This Side of Innocence” (Story 
Productions); that, technically, he 
completed his scenarizing but that 
Leonardo Bercovici did the rewrite. 

Engagement of Frances Rafferty, 
Eagle-Lion star, to Bob Stanton, 
singer on the Sealtest radio program, 
will be feted today (Wed.) at a cock- 
tailery tendered to the duo in the 
Vanity Fair room, Sherry-Nether- 
land hotel. San Benito Wine Co. is 
hosting since Miss Rafferty once did 
secretarial chores in the winery. 
Stanton is a brother of Dick Haymes, 
radio singer under contract with 
20th-Fox. 





Miami Beach 


By Larry Solloway 
Sylvia Froos, Ben Beri and Leon 
Fields into Olympia June 25. 


| Fiesta Club granted nitery license 


with show to be installed soon. 

Danny and Doc’s Jewel Box re- 
opened quietly with the “gay” crowd 
jamming spot. 

Variety tent, recently granted 
charter, will open quarters atop 
Hotel: Alcazar on Biscanye boule- 
vard. 

Robert Crawford, composer of 
Army Air Force song, joined Univer- 
sity of Miami faculty in music de- 
partment. 


Jeanne Burke into Vagabond Room | 


Intime all-nitery 


of Clover Club. 
(12), featuring 


reopened Thursday 
the Vagabonds. 

Network affiliation switch Sunday 
(15) saw Fort Industry’s WGBS go 
CBS with Miami Herald’s WQAM 
becoming ABC outlet. 

Jimmy Method, comic, into Black- 
amoor room Thursday (19). Weela 
Gallez and Frankie Froeba trio held 
over. Spot doing best biz on beach. 

Henrietta Kamern, former Loew 
(N. Y.) theatres organist and fea- 
tured at Copacabana here iast sea- 
son, signed year’s contract with 
Hotel Martinique. Will be featured 
in the new Rogue Room. 

Location company of MGM’s “On 
an Island With You” due here the 
25th headed by Esther Williams. 


Peter Lawford, Ricardo Montalband | 


and Cyd Charisse. Richard Thorpe 
directing the Joe Pasternak produc- 
tion. 

New Florida Assn. of Theatrital 





|; ers 





| 


Agents elected Buddy Allen presi- | 


dent and Roland Muse vice-presi- 
dent. Both are Miami area agents. 


Sam Foor of Jacksonville is secre- | 


tary - treasurer with Wendell C. 


Heaton, legal advisor. 
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Foreign Policy 
Continued from page I 

when a film—or a publicity yarn— 





are new and when old, and who pass 


this unpleasant info on to the pub- 
lic. “Hollywood is trying to influ- 
ence the world through methods that 
worked in the past but won't work 
now,” Gris said. “The foreign mar- 
ket is eager for good Hollywood pic- 
tures. Even the English prefer them 
to British films because they can 
relax when they watch them, 
whereas home product makes them 
‘think,’ but Hollywood has failed to 
realize that those people have been 
through a terrible war and that 
their logic has been sharpened as a 
result.” 

They resent being shown an old 
film blurbed with lots of silly pub- 
licity about dynamic love scenes. 
Most of all, they resent old pictures, 
especially in view of the new and 
adult ones being turned out by 
British, French, Italian, Czech, Rus- 
sian and other studios. Gris, whose 
column is translated into 22 lan- 
guages, said that overseas editors 
are aware that producers want as 
much playing time as possible for 
older films. They’re also aware of 
the economics behind this but they 
believe selling should be conducted 
more intelligently. 

Shortsighted 

Rank controls his showings in the 
U. S., sending us only the films he 
wants us to see, Gris pointed out, 
whereas Hollywood has a_ whole 
flock of companies fighting to get 
their product overseas, no matter 
how poor it is. As a result of the 
studios’ shortsightedness in refus- 
ing to supply correspondents with 
stories and art on current produc- 
tion, Gris said, foreign editors have 
resorted to reproducing photos from 
U. S. fan mags. They can’t get them 
from exchanges abroad, who are 
holding them until films are re- 
leased a couple of years hence so 
that the publicity will help the films, 
so the editors just steal them. This 
makes them sore at Hollywood and 
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;Skitch Henderson, 


- 
Chicago 

“Red Mill” cast tossing a Crab 
Race Party at Press Row. 

Ed Rosen of Syd Ascher office 
left for New York after confabs here. 

Carl Erbe was in with Kate 
Smith when she received tolerance 
award. 

Sam Gerson, head of the Shubert 
office here, in Wesley Memorial for 
observation. 

Tallulah Bankhead is expected here 
Jwiy 22 for strawhat revival of 
“Private Lives.” 

Frank Harts in from Los Angeles 
visiting nephew, Jimmy Hart, man- 
ager of Ambassador East. 

Bing Crosby in to make arrange- 
ments with Robey Parks on planned 
world tour of pro tennis stars. 

Monte Proser, Pump Rooming 
with Sammy Kahn and _ Jules 
Styne before training to New York. 

Liz Rannells, former assistant 
drama critic on Chicago Sun, re- 
placing late Donald Kastler as 
feature editor. 

Phyllis Calvert, British film ac- 
tress, on way to Hollywood, visited 
the Newberry Library with her 
daughter and husband, who is book 
dealer in England. 

Frank Sinatra’s appearance at 
KC-CYO Benefit Ball this week 
with Danny Thomas, Clark Dennis, 
Gertrude Niesen, Two Ton Baker, 
Jayne Walton, 
Jim Ameche, Billy DeWolfe, 
Frankie Masters orch, Mills Broth- 
and Dorothy Donegan, drew 
25,000. 





Montreal 


By Mare Thibeault 
Monty Woolley visiting incognito. 
Lucienne Boyer scheduled for ap- 
pearance next month. 


“The Best Years of Our Lives” in| beating drums in territory for “Duel | 


its 12th week at Kent theatre. 


20th wedding anni and Herman 
Middlemans their 14th 

New acts at Nixon Cafe are 
Ruloff Trio, Tommy Tucker (magi- 
cian) and Vera Richkava. 

Jack Gwynne to present magic 
show at Syria Mosque Thursday 
night for IBM convention. 

Brian McDonald, Jerry Mayhall 
and rest of local “Ice-Capades” con- 
tingent home from the Coast. 

Chester B. Story, top theatre 
booster in public schools here, re- 
tiring from teaching after 38 years. 

John Trent, former WCAE an- 
nouncer, pinch-hitting for ailing 
Galen Drake on WJZ in New York. 

Pittsburgh- Savoyards have “The 
Mikado” back in rehearsal for out- 
door production at Wheeling, W. Va., 
July 29. 





Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


Curly’s has Cross & Dunn. 

Jean Maxey Trio into Leonard’s 
nitery. 

Rita Oehman into Hotel Radisson 
Flame Room. 

Nine-day rodeo booked into St. 
Paul Aud Sept. 13-21. 

“Here Comes Mr. a opened 
Old Log, strawhatter season. 

Johnny O’Rourke named captain 
of Monogram sales drive here. 


ing “Cat and Canary” for two weeks. 

Dick Siebert, former big leaguer, 
quitting as WTCN baseball an- 
nouncer to become U of M baseball 
coach. 

J. J. Donahue and Allan Usher, 
Paramount western sales and dis- 
trict manager, respectively, here for 
sales meeting. 
| Claude Morris, Selznick special 
|exploiteer, and six field men here 





in Sun,” opening in 45 theatres 


Jimmy Orlando new assistant man- | June 20. 


ager of the El Morocco nitery. 
Johnny Coy, wife Dorothy Babbs 
and baby daughter visiting mother. 


John Gielgud returns week of | 


June 30 with “Love for Love” at His 
Majesty’s. 

Arcade theatre launching series of 
weekly vaude bills, exclusively using 
French-Canadian talent. 

Lauritz Melchior, with Morton 
Gould orch, skedded for concert at 
baseball Stadium June 28. 











Distrib Tyros 


Continued from page 3 








While Bernhard aims to make the 
company a topnotch distrib of im- 
portant new films, there is no 
thought—at least for some years 
hence—of dropping the reissues. 





Phil Brito drew nice biz at Gayety | Bernhard, in fact, has a deal in the 


theatre. Got his start here with 
Lloyd Huntley orch in 1938. 


International division of the Ca-| 
nadian Broadcasting Corp. opened 


new offices on Bishop street last 
week. 

“Aqua Follies,” 
shows at the Forum only gave one 


making this week for a block of ad- 
ditional reissues. 

Branches acquired by FC were 
in Dallas, where the franchiseholder 
was John Franconi, and in Atlanta, 


booked for five! where the office was owned by John 


Mangham. In Philly and Boston, 


show, last Saturday, June 14. Small/ franchiseholders are being circum- 


advance forced canceling of two 
night shows and matinees. 

Maurice Chevalier was feted in 
Ottawa and Quebec by French- 
Canadian federal and_ provincial 
members of Parliament, with Che- 
valier reciprocating with couple of 


,' songs. 


Quebec Productions Corp. ‘ready- 
ing another feature by September at 
their St-Hyacinthe Studios, where 
Paul Lukas, Mary Anderson and Hel- 
mut Dantine did “Whispering City” 
last year. 

British films getting more popular 
here, getting lots of first-runs. Last 
week, out of eight first-run houses, 





four were featured: “Stairway to 
Heaven” (Palace); “The Overland- 
ers” (Imperial); “Bedelia” (new | 
Avenues, and “Beware of Pity” 
(Snowdon). 
London 

Bonar Colleano leaving “Navy 
Mixture” radio show to do some 


work in Italy. 

Moss Empires net profit for 1946 
almost doubled 1945, being $430,000 
against $217,904. Ordinary dividend 
being increased from 10% to 12%%. 

Michael Clayton Hutton bound for 
New York to oversee handling of 
his play, “Power Without Glory,” 
which Lee Shubert has acquired for 
Broadway production, 

Beryl Kaye, dancer from previous 
Coliseum show, “Night and _ the 
Music,” turning to legit in revival 
of James Bridie’s “The Sleeping 
Clergyman” at the Criterion (19). 

One of London’s oldest theatres, 
the Palace, Kilburn, set to reopen 
June 24 after many years, had to 
postpone following authorities’ in- 
sistence on structural alterations. 

Anthony Havelock Allan winding 
up his producer stint on “Blanche 
Fury.” He was executive producer 
and co-writer with David Lean and 
Ronald Neame on “Great Expecta- 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Johnny Harris due back next 
week after three months on Coast. 
Lee Kelton on vacation from staff 
band chores at WJAS until Labor 





Day. 

Paul Gray and Folie Miller with 
Jackie Heller in new show at, 
Carousel. 


Gail Garrett, ex-model and for- 


mer WB publicist, now running 
local. eatery. 
Diosa Costello, Chito Izar and 


; vented and FC is opening its own 
| branches, rather than buying out 
|franchiseholders. Jack Engel held 


'the Philly franchise and Al Swerd- | 


lov the one in the Hub. 

Moves leave FC with Al Dezel 
still controlling the Detroit and 
Cleveland areas and Milt Hosfeld in 
Denver. It’s expected that FC with- 
in a short time will have its own of- 
fices in these towns, via one method 
or another. 

The coming of the three new dis- 
tributing companies on the scene 
during the past year—Eagle-Lion 
celebrates its first anni at the end 
of this month—may eventually have 
a marked effect in giving exhibs a 
wider range of product on which 
to draw and lessen the relative im- 
portance of the traditional “Big 
Five”—Metro, RKO, 20th-Fox, Para- 
mount and Warner Bros. Undoubt- 
edly certain to feel the inroads by 
the newcomers within a short time— 
if they haven’t been felt already— 
are the “Little Three,” viz, Univer- 
sal, Columbia and United Artists. 

UA is thought the most likely to 
find itself prodded by the new dis- 
tribs, since two of them—FC and 
SRO—are both seeking further indie 
product for release. They’re thus 
cutting down—or at least promise to 
eventually—the choice of films avail- 
able to UA for distribution. 


Continued from page 3 | 











‘Crossfire’ 








that the film is straight pamphlet- 
eering,” S. Barret McCormick, 
RKO’s head of the ad-pub dept. 
said. “Besides cleverly working its 
plea for tolerance into the plot, the 
film is also a fast-moving murder 
mystery. Patrons will draw their 
own lessons from the film, once they 
see it.” 

McCormick expects the pic to 
draw considerable editorial, radio 
and magazine mment because of 
its theme. Heu rather have word 
of its nature spread via this com- 
ment than plug it in ads. Hence, the 
decision to lay off any reference to 
anti-Semitism in fanfaring the film. 





Edwards & Dianne in new show at! 


Beverly Hills. 
Pianist Moria 
June 28 when 


Stewart retiring 
she becomes Mrs. 


their reviews rip into American pic- | James Coleman. 


tures with vengeance as a result. 


C. C. Kellenhbergs celebrated their 


As part of the buildup, RKO will 
invite newspapermen, radio com- 


mentators, officials of tolerance 
groups and others to a series of 
prelim screenings. Company is 


counting on a wide word-of-mouth 
reaction before the pic preems. 


Edyth Bush Little Theatre offer- 


Hollywood 


Dave Chasen hospitalized. 

Allan Jones planed in from Pittse 
burgh. 

John Loder recovering from minor 
surgery. 

Dave Lundy hospitalized with sace 
roiliac trouble. 

Barry Sullivan vacationing at Coe 
ronado Beach. 

Jules Levey in town to resume 
film production. 

_ Van Johnson made his 20th dona- 
tion to the blood bank. 

Hal Roach, Sr., piloted his 
plane in from New York. 

Mike Romanoff to Baltimore for a 
checkup at Johns Hopkins. 


own 


Mort Goodman to Cheyenne for 
the world preem of “Wyoming.” 
H. A. March, Washington exhib, 


looking over product at Paramount. 


Victor Stoloff in from Italy to 
round up talent for productions in 
| Rome. 

Mickey Rooney ordered to pay 


$5,000 on account to his wife’s at- 
torney. 
Walter Wanger in town after home 


office huddles with Nicholas M. 
Schenck. 
Alan Ladd, Veronica Lake and 


William Demarest to Kansas City 
for a benefit. 

Orin Borsten, former Coast mans 
ager for Russell Birdwell, opened hig 
own flackery. 

Sam Seidelman leaves for South 
America next week to set up branch 
offices for Eagle-Lion, 

Anatole. Litvak awarded the Or- 
der of the British Empire for his 
war service in England. 

Horace MacMahon in town after 
| four and one-half years of travel 
with USO-Camp Shows, 

Claude Jarman, Jr., proclainte 
'“Boy of the Year” by the National 
Father’s Day Committee. 

Paul Bastid, French senator, in 
town to observe the film industry’s 
handling of Communism. 

Joan Leslie crowned queen of the 
| km Junior Chamber of Commerce 
| convention at Long Beach. 

Vince Barnett celebrating his 20th 
year 1g pictures and his 300th film 
role in “Big Town Scandal.” 

Dore Schary established Herman 
H. Schary Memorial Scholarships 
at Immaculate Heart College. 

Stanley H. Craig and William 
Hurworth, film executives from 
Australia, guesting at Paramount. 

Leon and -Berenice Schlesinger 
celebrated their 38th wedding anni, 

Peoples Education Foundation 
started two annual writing scholare 
ships in memory o* Sid Schumann, 

Louis B. Maver hosted Monsignor 
John J. McClafferty, executive secre- 
| tary of the League of Decency, at 
| Metro. 

Gov. Warren appointed Paul N. 
McWilliams, of Warners, to repre- 
sent California on the Western Safee 
| ty Council. 
| Leslie F. Whelan 
| York for huddles on 
publicity with Joseph 
Darryl Zanuck. 

Danny Morton will emcee the Cen- 
tral Jewish Committee’s Spring Mu- 
sic Festival for the benefit of the 
Los Angeles Sanitarium. 

Chester Morris in Cedars of Leb- 
anon with broken right leg suffered 
when he slipped doing trick dence 
at children’s party in his home. 

Cevtil Barker, assistant to David 
O. Selznick, planed to N. Y. for 
aw with Selznick on “Paradine 

ase.” 
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Bucks County, Pa. 


By Sol Jacobson 

Eddie Brackens and Ezra Stone at 
Yardley theatre opening Sat. (14). 

Yardley director, Edgar Levy, 
angling vehicle for Mickey Walker, 

Phyllis Perlman back at Solebury 
home following windup of AFL pub- 
licity chore. 


Mady Christians checked out Sun, 
(15) to repeat “Papa Is All” at 
Stockbridge, Mass. 


Don Hershey signed by Theron 
Bamberger to stage “Arsenic” and 
“Christopher Blake.” 


Frank Godwin, commercial artist, 
| designing decor for three-day Street 
hi - Logan Inn Grounds starting 
uly 3. 


| Auction of antiques and art for 
| benefit of Solebury School scheduled 
for Saturday, June 28, in school at 
Phillips Mill. 

Judge Calvin S. Boyer, sitting at 
| artestown, loaned chairs from court 
|to give authenticity to “Trial of 
| Mary Dugan.” 

Billy Friedberg, B’way flack, in 
; for week’s vacation with wife; Jar®¥ 
Toffman, appearing this week at 
Playhouse, New Hope. 

Elizabeth Mears, daughter of man- 
ager John Henry Mears and former 
USO casting director, serving as 
playhouse exec secretary. 

Haila Stoddard, commuting be- 
tween N. Y. and starring in “Mary 
Dugan” at Playhouse. Rehearsing in 
town for Civic Center debut. 

Oscar Hammersteins guesting 24 
| Purple Heart GI's from Valley Forge 
| Gen. Hospital today (18) at Doyles- 
|town farm after theatre party at 
' New Hope strawhatter. 
| Bob Sensenderfer, Philly Bulletin 
critic; John Beaufort, ditto . for 
Christian Science Monitor in N. Y. 
{spouse Francesca Bruning, Warren 
‘Munsell, Sr., in on visit. 
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A PARTIAL 

LIST OF 
INTERNATIONALLY 
FAMOUS 
ARMSTRONG 
RECORDINGS, 
MANY 
COLLECTORS’ ITEMS 


Ain't Misbehavin’ © Butter 
& Egg Man ® Chinatown, 
My Chinatown! © Con- 
fessin’ © Dinah © Gut- 
bucket Blues © Heebeo 
Jeebies © Heah Me Talkin’ 
te Ya @ | Ain’t Got No- 
body ® I Can't Believe 
F That You’re in Love With 
Me @ | Got Rhythm ® I’m 
E @ Ding Dong Daddy ® ! 
: Surrender, Dear ® Lazy 
S River @ Littl Joe © The 
Lenesome Road © Mahog- 
s any Hall Stomp ® Melan- 
chely Blues © Peanut 
& Vendor © Rockin’ Chair 
B: @ Save it Pretty Mama 
Bs: © Savey Blues ® Shine © 
= Some ef These Days ® 
= Seng ef the Islands ® 
m Stardust © St. Levis Blues 
eS © Sweet Savannah Sve e 
< Tiger Rag © When it’s 
Sleepy Time Dewn South 
® When Your Lever Has 
Gone © When You're 
Smilin’ © Wild Man Bives 
® Willie the Weeper ® 
Wrap Your Trovbles in 
Dreams © Yeu Can De- 
pend on Me ® You're 
Drivin’ Me Crazy © Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Banc ® 
Baby Won't You Please 
Come Home © Cuban Pete 
® ta Cucaracha ® Falling 
in Love With You © 1 
Can't Give You Anything 
Bot love, Baby © | 
Wonder © I'm in the 
Mood for Love © Jeepers 
Creepers © Jodie Man ® 
Me and Brother Bill © Old 
Mon Mose ® On Treasure 
Island © On the Sunny 
Side of the Street © Red 
Soils in the Sunset ® 
Savey Blues © Shoe Shine 
Boy ® Solitude © Trumpet 
Players Lament © West 
End Blues © You Are My 
Lucky Stor © Skeleton in 
the Closet © Hawaiian 
Hospitality © Te You 
Sweetheert, Aloha © Go- 
ing to Shout All Over 
God's Heaven ® Jonah 
and the Whale © Nobody 
Knows de Trouble ! Seen 
® Shedrack © Harlem 
Stomp © Wolverine Bives 
© Sweethearts on Parade 
@ | Cover the Waterfront 
® Hey lawdy Mama ® 
Coquette © You Won't Be 
Satisfied © Leap Frog ® 
Vl) Be Glad When You're 
Dead, You Rascal You © 1 
Used to Love You But It’s 
All Over 


LOUIS 
ARMSTRONG, 
NOW EXCLUSIVE 
RCA-VICTOR 
RECORDING 
ARTIST 


Current ‘Releases: 
Linger in My Arms 
a Little Longer, 
Baby ° No Variety 
Blues © Whatta Ya 
GonnaDo * Back 
o’ Town Blues ® Do 
You Know What It 
Means to Miss New 
Orleans ® Endie ° 
Mahogany Hall 
Stomp * Where the 
Blues Were Born 
in New Orleans °® 
1 Wonder, | Won- 
der, | Wonder ° 
Sugar ° | Believe 
® Whatta ya Gonna Do ® 








































































CHICAGO, II! 
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NOW— 


“NEW ORLEANS” 


A UNITED ARTISTS PRODUCTION Opening at the 
WINTER GARDEN, New York, TOMORROW | 
| 


This marks Louis Armstrong's 9th feature picture, in which his 


versatility is exemplified as Musician, Vocalist and Performer. 








PERPETUATED 


Five books have been written about this Fabulous 


"Trumpet King of Swing" 










“There's a Little Armstrong in ‘Em All," but the original en- 






dures, because no matter how hard they try and they do try 






the inimitable style, the vitality and gusto of this creative 


artist has never been successfully copied. 


745 FIFTH AVE 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CoR 


JOE GLASER. Presiden} 


NEW YORK 22 N.Y 


THE LIFE STORY OF THIS GENIUS, 
ON THE SCREEN, TOO, IN JULES LEVEY’S 














| 












Wednesday, 





VARIETY 


‘Satchmo,’ in Brilliant 
- Form, Breaks Up Town 
Hall, N.Y., Jazz Concert 


Louis Armstrong, windin u 
Ernie Anderson's series of midnight 
jazz concerts this season, rocked 
Town Hall, N. Y., last Saturday (17) 
like it was never rocked before. Be- 
fore a jammed auditorium that 
shelled out $4,000 at a $3.60 top and 
$2.40 bottom. Armstreng displayed 
his peak form as a showman as he 
gave out with a driving exhibition of 
trumpet playing and his special 
brand of vocalistics. At 1:30 a.m., 
with the curtain down, the crowd 
refused to leave and stomped for 
more until the lights were doused. 
Behind Armstrong was a topflight 
group of jazz musicians who fell 
right in with his natural enthusiasm. 
Jack Teagarden at trombone, also 





contributed a sock solo vocal on “St. 


James Infirmary Blues” and duetted 
with “Satchmo” in a version of 
Rockin’ Chair.” Herm. 


mit Wale)” 


BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. 
9200 Wilshire Blvd. 
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